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R4Cteatiaaal Bdwakh& Empite, and -der m scirhem (kauio, 1791-1886 

This thesis adbsses the historiui and cndbmd develqment of recrsatianal bvdwdrbmg in 

southcm Omsiio, 1791-1886, and the dnctr of empire and gender cm bidwatchers' identities 

and ideas aban birds. By decasüucting d a d  omithologicai dis«nw, I niggest that 

recreatid birdwdrbing repducccl the imposition of Bntirh colonial d e  m Canada, togaba 

wirh c4adesCCtiSi011 tcwmùs a b o n p d  p q l e s  and non-British immigrants; and the 

rehkernent of BnW, middie-clu, gendcred identities in d e r n  ûnîario. IbU mardi 

thercfore shows that d a n a i  omithologicPI tac& pmvide a medium to decoastrud the impact 

ofbudwdshing on mie's lives a d  their gencierai appm&es to the dviy. 
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Birdwatching bar become one ofthe Estest growing nafm-ùased t e ~ ~ e a t i d  and 

tourirm aciivdies in Nortb ~merica.' In Cmrdr, 9.9 d i c m  CmadimiJ enjoy b i n b t d h g  and 

spend more than $848 miilion a year oo paraphemalia.2 Described as a combiiipbaii ofhobby, 

sport, and science, birdwrtching cm ôe either r wlhy  or social purs& wdh the base ofthe 

adMty as l e k e l y  or as mergaidy as the participant wishes. As the objective is to obsenn 

birds, birdwatcbg does a d  include peuple who fad bu& in the brskyub but m not 

' Based on the 1994-95 N D I i d  Recrsation Sumy, budwatching mcreased up to 155% in 

participation during the las& decade. Sa: David B u 4  Bird's E p  Vww: A Practicai Compendium 

for Bird-Lowrs ( M e :  Vehicule Ress, W), p.20. H. K. Cordell, N .G. Herbert, aud F. 

Pandola, The m g  papuIanty of bvdiiig m the United States," Birdng (Apni, 1999), pp. 

168-176 

' Enviroament Canada, nie Importance of Nome to Canadimu: Survey HighIights (Oaawr: 

Minister ofhbi ic  Works and Government Services Cima&, 1999). Other ec01lomic d y s e s  in 

Canada have mcludd A. Jacquemot and F.L. Filicm, '7he economic si@cance of birds in 

Canada," A.W. Diamcmd and F.L. Filion (edz.) nie Value of Bi& (Cambridge, England: Th. 

Counui, 1986). pp. 15-2 1; G.T. Hmegaard, JR Bder, and D.K. Krydonil5 ' ~ o m i c  vrhies 

dbird urritchmg at Point Pelee National P u 4  Cauada," rPSMfe Society Bulletin 17 (1989), 

pp.526-531; F.L. Filion, E. DuWors, P. Boxail, R Ràd, J. Hobby, P. Boucûard, P. Gmy , aud A. 

Iacquem& nia Impor?mce of WiWIi$e to C m d h s  in 1987: Tmnds m Pammcipation in WiIdl~@- 

Reiated Acrniities, 1981 to 2006 ((%ma: Envir~ l l~~ l~ l~ t  Canada, 1992) 

Stephm W. Kms, The Aurfubon Wev HondbooiL for Bir& (Naw York: Chades Saibwr's 

and Soas, 1980). p. xi; Christaphar W. M y ,  nia Wdwmcher i Cornmon (New Yodr: HiU 

and Waug, 1982). pp. 95-98 



particularly mterested in the di&rent types ofspccies, nor profbsicmai omithologids d o  spend 

moa of their tirne in the lab or liirary d e r  than in the field. As one budwrtcher descrikd the 

ad@, "h d e r  recreatiaial puisuics &the apportunky for challenge, wonder, s p e ,  

Embraced by the baby-boomers, birdwadimg ôas deveîoped imo a fiîshiomble and 

enjoyable activitics for those approaching retirement.' hi the magazine FtFyPItls, Barbara Selkirk 

recounted ber planue of &swing birds at her bird fader. 

"A Bash of rsd outside my Wer~ W i a h  sm& me nmning for my binocths. 
I've just hung the newest feeder, W e d  that it's alrwidy a t b a h g  m o n .  
Those cùcus clowns -the blue jays - floaî in puickiy to s d  fOC ebgice 
peanuts, d g  seed with abandon. DOM, wahOlg on the ground below, 
toddle vamd like Chailie Chaplin, peclcing millet. My criniscm fiad, the d e  
cardinal, dvrs m to select a fàt d o w w  s e d ,  thm rstreaCs to a nearby twig to 
sa- it. His mate, a M e  bolder, mixes easily wirh the d e r  b u b  on the 
graund." 

Ahhough r e s d  oii birdwdchiDg has mcreascd &y due to the growing numba of 

participants, studies have caxtered on rociai science and b c h v i d  appmaches to the rûiviiy, 

h c h  have minimmâ birctwatcfiers' subjective experiences like kikirk's, above.' For -ce, 

' B y m  S e  'Wby we bucl," Birding (Aprii, 2ûûû), p. 185 

' David K. Foot, 'The age of outdoor d o n  in Canada," JOUIMI ofApplied Recreution 

Reseurch 15,3 ( l m ) ,  pp. 159-178 

Barbara E.B. Sel- ''Jeepen peepers," FtjïyPZus (April2001), p. 22 

7 Stephen R Keliert, "Birdwatchg m Americm s o c i a "  L n w e  Saonces 7,3 (1985). pp. 343- 

360; J. E. Applegde and K.E. Clark, "Ssishcrioa levels ofbird d e n :  an obKMtioa on 

commptive and naazcIllsumptive COQtiLIuum," L e i m  Mences 9,Z (1987). pp. 129-134; P.C. 

Boxall and B.L. McFarlme' '5himm dimensims of Cküms b i d  amts: implications fôr non- 

ccmmpîive wildiife d m  programs," WiIdlife Smep Bulletin 21 (19933, pp. 39003%; B. 



SelMc's debcriptims of birds eorble insight into the ways bmir provide m#iimg to h a  Mk. 

Birds nipply endleu cadat.mman as "circus clownr" and "Cblïe Chqlins" frdc uamd her 

bird tssdcr tbr ha vinirl coanuaption. As ber observaticms are made ~roimd the home, her 

recreatioaai spaa  den- a domestic and private rpbere o b  oiuidered a woman's domab. 

Furthemore. viewing birds wilh binoailn is a praaKc PLin to hunting as biidiaaebsss staik, 

aim, aad i d e  bird species. 

Considering that bifdwnching is a cultuml phenornena, questions of how bitdwdching 

provides meanhg to peuple's liva, and the &câs of c h ,  cdinicity, a d  gender dimaisiau aa 

büdwatchers' expericz~ces, cm mly k answerd using o D d t i d  d l  science fivnsworfrs. 

Moreover, questions sirh as h m  bitdadchmg evolved iido a tauid d d  a- in 

Canada Rnnm relIively manswered questions. As TOWI~CT and WWiU statd, "clruly more nads 

to k dme in order to understand mrny aspects ofthe ongins and evohirim oftourismm''t Linking 

these pudm to curmt issues can provide criticai i n s i g b .  However, to date, " ' d y  limited 

attempts have been made, priticuiady in North America, to iink d to the i n t e l i d  issues 

Rwucb inro bird Watdiem Pnd dieir M e s ,  wah partiailr ref;ereace to the N d  No&k 

C a "  Tourism mdieisute: Towards the Millcnnwn (U.K: LSA, 1995), pp. 21 1-239; C. 

Partridge and K. MacKay, "An mvd@an ofthe travel mbives ofbird-watchers u a nature- 

based tousisî segment." Jmmal ofAppfied Recreution Resecrch 21 (1998). pp. 263-287; D. 

Scoq S.M Baker? and C. Kim, "Mativrrtidls a d  cornmitmm amoag participrnts hs the Great 

Texas Birding Chsic,'' H i m m  Dimemiom of WiIdIrf 4,1(1999), pp. 5047 

' Jahn Towner and hoff  Wall, ' W h z y  and tcirimg"ArYVl& of Tmrism Reseurch 18 (1991). p. 

80 



ofthe dry: thU is essariial ifhistorians of tauirm are to use their expertise to illuminate b r o d a  

social questionr." 

Objcctivca 

In sourhem Ontario, d o n a l  birdwatching developsd out of Britain's growing empire 

by the nineteenthantury. British miliîary &cers7 traveiiers, and settiers participateci in the 

actinty as they s i m ~ e o u s l y  engagai in aulduy occupation, wicmizatioa, anà exploitation of 

natural resources, which d supportcd the idea of empire. Therefore7 did rscregtid 

birdwatchlzlg help shrpe the concepts of empire thniugh its pradicg? As the mrjorky of 

participants were BrÏbh, bow did birdwatdms negatiate ethnicity, d u s ,  and gaider tbougti the 

advity? Furthmore, as d y  blldwrtchmg m the en before cameras aiid bmoniln entailai 

collecthg specimens with a am, did men and womcii apprœch the acrivity in the same way? 

'Ihis diesis wiil fonu on the following objectiver: 

1. to exlmme the historicai anci cuitural developmuuts of d a d  bidwatchiag in sorithem 

Ornario, 1791-1886 

2. to detemine how nations of empire shiipsd biidwrtchmg identhies ami ideas about bmk 

3. to analyze how gaiderd i d d e s  a f f '  birdwatchers' ideas about bU6 

Ar ideas about biids are cdtumiiy leamed, I decommct d o n a i  doiogicai  diScaine 

tbrough ahaic*y ('British"), clus (upper aad middleslprc), and gmda utegories. By c n r i d y  

d y z i n g  recraticmai omithological clircairrc, 1 argue that d a m i  b u r h t d m g  nproduced 

the imposition of BihiB colmial nile m Canada, t q d e r  with mâescemion towudr abonginal 

people and non-British immigrants; and the reinfbrcement of Biruh, middle-clpu, gaiderd 

idonmies m d m  Ontario* 1791-1886. M d  bidwatching, dinrugb hs practices7 

IcbD Towner and Gsoff Wall, "Instay aud <ciranS" AnmLs of Tmnsm Research 18 (1991), p. 

80 



provided a medium through which imperiaîimi d d  k dized  as bidwatchers mmed, 

clasrified, aestha*ued, pamîed, and coiiected birds. Many of the activity's imperiai arti&c&s 

persist today, such as species' Limaan and vernacular names, stu&d bird cuflections, bird 

pimtmgs, a d  nahirol history sociaies. 

British settlers, miIitary &cers, and travellers aften became birdwatchers whmever the 

pleasures of observing bir& or the pumit ofdecting specimens ernerged as a dominant f m  

during their leime time." nie m r e a t i d  budwatchers in rhis study demomtmtd a CQ~SC~OIIS 

effbrt in participoriag m the ad-, and i l l d  icnwleûge ofthe diff;;orent b d  species and 

a m ' s  pdces ."  Rrcrs3td birdwztcfiers therehre iirluded ?he British mi- o8Scers 

and M y  metuben Who engaged in the amvis, during their leisure time in Uppa Canada, the 

mioy British amateur travelling-rutmhs md touiirts who tnvelleà to Ontano to pabt and 

coUcct birds (live or d k i )  or to qer ience the New World wiidemess, anci the mmy Ontario 

residents who sbdied and collectai birds m order to undentand their aivirament or to display 

theu elite status. Even hose born in Omuio were COllSidwed ''Briiish and i q m k k i c "  as 

Canada renrained a B n t d  colony thmughout the nmetœnth+xntury." H0wever7 for purpose of 

this study, nminlirrr who were conimissiouai on expedaioas, employd by-, or coiiected 

fbr hsthtians were na comidereâ d o s a l  binbatchers, as they observed or oollected birds 

as part oftheir d. 

'O Mnlified fbm Mricia Jasafs de-= ofa tairia m Wild Things: N u m .   cul^, a d  

Tovrism in Onturio, 1 790-1 91 1 go-: Tommo Univcnty Press, 1995). pp. 6-7 

11 Oiddoor d o n  is prncbwd during one's leisure tim7 requires rlaur and knowledgt7 and is 

a casciais choice. Se: Ge& Wail, 7 h e  nature of outdoor d o n , "  in G. Wall (d.) 

Outdm Recreation in Ccmu& flonmto: John Wdey and Sms7 1989), p. 3 

12 Rokit G. Moyies7 " I lmpmd by Cuitiwtion : Ebgï îsh-Cdan prose to 1914 

(Paerborough, Ontario: Bmadview Press7 1994), p. 10 



lhis study ù mulri-disciplixuuy and chws upoa remahad tourism. reereation, and 

hianriai and CUM gcognphy. -hy has had a lmg tradition in inquiring iÿto 

reiatioiiships between nature and rociety in terms ofthe ways landrcrpes, mames, and eubrai 

practices sbape me  rnaher." Birdwatchers' r e ~ o n s  with and atihides uwdP birds can 

provide die b i s  for a ~eographical mquizy into psciple's relatianrhip witb the nminl world as 

birds bind people to the landsape and the nrtunl ~VVonment." 

As birdwptchen taiay and m the past bave becorne a nguficant ad influential giaip of 

stakeholders m bûd observation and management of p u k  and p d  areas, understanding the 

evolibiai of budwafben' understanding ofbirds bscomes men more importaut. Mort wiidiifé 

management strate@= today are based cm scientinc studies of stakeholders' perceptim of 

wiidlifeI wihout explorhg hilanrical and culhuil cuxtexts." 

- - - - - - . - -  - - 

" Robiu Doughty, The Engiish S'rrow in the Amen'can Landswpe: A Pardox in Nineteenth- 

century WiUlife Consemution (ûxkrd: Uninr~dy of CMbd Press, 1978); Hugh Prmce, 

Wetlandr of the American Miàwest: A Hisroncal Geography of Chonging Atritauies (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Ress, 1997); Kurn M. Morin, women traveiiexs md 

~ ~ ~ ~ b l l c t i o a c  of r a d  diffirence a m  the nin&.ceimiry Amcrican west," Trunsuctio11~ of 

th0 I n s t i m  of British Geograpkrs 23 (1998), pp. 3 1 1-330 

14 Catherine C. Nash, ''hMroamenta1 btory, philoscrphy and diflFerence," Journal of Histonc(7i 

Geography 26,1(2000), pp. 23-27 

'' Studies in the human dimensions of w i I W  are W principaiiy on a scidcallyderived 

under~~anding of people as an cugPal put of ttu amnagement ecpatioo. F. Filion and S. P;aker, 

H u m  Dime1~i~1~ons ofMigruto~ Gtame-Bird Hwuing in Cam& (ûttawa: CWS, 1984); J.D. 

Decker, T.L. Bra~n,  N-A Cameliy, J.W. bck, G A  P o m e m ~ ~ ,  K.G. Rirdy, and WI. Siemcr, 

Towarû a omprsha~sive p- of wiidlife mmrgcmemt m g  the honnn riid 

biologieai dimeasions," m W.R M a g m  (ed) Amer im Fish und WtIdlfe PoZicy: Tk Humun 



Wdbm the amtext of tauiPm and recreatia~ geognphyy 1 cbuc the developmait ofthe 

bhhmtchhg or bbavitourism" industry m solnhem Ornario. As tairirm and recreatiai p h d e  

meanmg to people's lives, 1 a h  hi@@ the importance of amidering c h ,  crhiiicity, and 

gender dimensions den conduchg mmad~ m d o n  md twimi studies. Birdwatching 

dm informs touisrn and cecreation geographythrough the spatial cornpotlent of the aaivity. As 

bkdwatd~ers travel to aaual m m s d  of birds, spatial peacms emerge in terms of 

par t iqa t -gendg  areas (whae birdwaschers are hm), participaat-ceceiving amas 

(birdwolch8ig amas), and the lmLs betweai the two compmaits, nich as the routes travclld aad 

h f b d o n  floM b e e n  the two sets aflocatiaa~.'~ However, budwrtchmg a h  mvolws 

metaphorid md imagmative space as bidwatàiers amstmct images ofthe birdwatûhg 

desCination and areas such as the 'tvifdemess" and "irntouched" nature where W d n  birds can be 

discovered. Exuaining the ways birdwatchehen' tads oaost~~cted dodinrtion and d d  

areas wili amble kght  into brrdwachen' motiMtioas and expedaths tor their Uip, and a h  

provide kigbtr into the bidwaîchers' cuminl noms and S Q S ~  of i d e  os birdwatchers. 

As British imperialism fbtund s i p i f i d y  m the achvity7s develapmsnt, research 

findings wiii a h  inf'orm colonial and post-cold d e s .  Througb amateur omah01ogica.i 

discome, imperial bùdwmchen asserted their ethnic supsriordy and cuîture dirai@ images of 

birds and aboriginal peapler. 

Dimension (Carbardaie: Sauthem iilinois Uaivcnity Press, 1992). pp. 33-54; J.D. a d  L. 

Chase, "Human dimensiaer of living airb wiidliEe: a maoagement ddienge h r  the 21. c~muy," 

Wildife h e r y  Bulletin U, 4 (1991), pp. 788-795. 

" B a d  cm N d Leipays framwotlr oftaitimi in, TrameworL oftauîsm," AMIS of Tmrism 

Research 6,4 (1979), pp. 3 M 7  



Study Period and Arei 

The sh~dy p e r d  ofthis thesir be- d e n  üpper Canada became a province in 1791, 

and cm& wirb the publication of Thomas Mcilwraith's Bir& of Ontuno m 1886. In 1791, the 

British Parliament passd the ccadmaioaal Act 1791, dividing the old province of Quebec in to 

Lower Canada m the east and m e r  Canada m the w d 7  Wbh tbe At& a govcmment was 

established in orâer to orgmize the eolaiy, which involved milÏîary occupation., eccmomic 

expansion, and colonizaiioa. 

For the m m  w solahan Ontario's bird lifé nmriiid reLbively unknown to amateur 

natudists thraighait the seventeen& and eigbenh d e s  despiîe the frcr thai rnost ofthe 

region's aMfauna had hem describecl and studied by the Hubon's Bay ~ o m p a ~ ~ . "  While 

Nouvelle France establisbai settlements almg the S t  L a w ~ ~ c e  River, d e m  Oasrio remaineci 

iargely impapalaed by French colaoisLs as sr+lmd tnding ponr md fbrts were stmtegcaiiy 

located almg Lake O a w o  and Lake  ne." Ccmsequdy, southein (kiiuio lrcked a papulabon 

" Roger HPII, "Vpper Cauada," in James H. Mrnb (ed.) Tk C d m  EncycIopeàia: Year 2000 

Ution  (îorrmt~: McCleUand and Stewart, lm), pp. 242192423 

11 Even &ou@ the Hudson's Bay Company had establUbad widespmd systems ofobraMticn 

and eoilecting h g  the #Marceath and ei- d e s ,  it wrr the Fmch explorers who 

were the fïrst to obsem birds m SOIdhem Omvio as the Hudson Bay Company was coched to 

the noithern ngioas of Omuio and Mmilobo. Mariaane G. Aidey, From Narural History to 

Avian Biolom: CaMdm Omitho1ogy, 1860-195û, h . D .  w o n  (Monireai: McGill 

U n i e ,  1985), pp. 9-19 

l9 Amd poas were located a Fm Fmideolc, Fort Niagara, Fort DQo4 and Fort 

Mi-frimac. Gald M. Craig, Uppr Cam&: n e  Fonncrtniie Yeam (ioro~lto: McCIebd 

ad S- l%3), pp. 1-2 



Who w d d  have observeci and wriüen abut birds in the regkm Sorrthem Outano's bt 

'westan' recreatid bdwatchers were therefbre the mditary &cers, tou&s, and d y  d e n  

who pursuecl the aaivity during their leisure t h e .  

The bas& Tor seledng 1886 as an endpoint îor my thesis was grouaded cm several 

factors. By the 188Os, nminl bistory practice sMM from a r e g i d  fow to a a a t i d  scqe 

with the formation of the Royal Society of C a ~ à a  m 1882. Canadian maturab md mutair 

omdhologias began relying on Americans fw nimm reseuch appmocbes, which everrtually 

rephced British imperial links? Furtbermore, the pdessionaiizatian d Cadian o&ology 

begm in 1887 whm the Canadian government estabMd the nrst naturaliSt.omitbok@st 

position wdh the Geological Survsy of Canada, which evraaully decreased amateur ornahology 

involvement.21 

'Ihe inteliead bases ofbirdwriching cfianged, as wu. Ahhough the *ad of 

Darwin's Evoiution of Species (1859) can be traced in Canada during the 186% m gamd, 

. . Duwmim principles Merrd into Candian s c i d c  cùdes by the mid-188% and inîo the 

public by the 1890s.~ "Evolutim inevbbly bnnrght into questim the n&m of the Bible as an 

20 Cari Berger, Smnce. Gad, mdNature in Victoriian Cam& flomto: University of Tormto, 

1983); Marianue G. Abdey, '?he exnergmce of CliiodLn omithology an b r i d  overvisar to 

1950'" 9 W.E. Davis Ir. and J.A. Jackson (eâs.) Contributiom to rho History of Nonh American 

Omithoiogy (Cambridge, Massachusetts: N d  Chnithologid Club, 1995), pp. 283-302 

21 h&kme G. Ahdey, "Ibe emergence of Canadian omibology: an historiai owrview to 

1950," m W.E. RiMd Jr. and J .A. Jacksoa (eds,) Contributions to the Histog~ ofNorth American 

Omzthology (Cambridge: N d  Omahological Club. 1995)' p. 289 

* Sutmne E. Zdla, dure ,  and the receptim of Daum," m RL. Nlimbar md 

J. Stdousc (&.) Dissemimting Darwinisrn: n>e RoZe of Phce, &ce, Religiain, und G e d r  

(Cambridge: Cambrdge UnivcrSay Press, 1999), pp. 91-122 



inspitd~mvPhichOodhdrpokentonipnofbis~y.hisQiries,mdbudeainy," 

therefore iki ing tnditicmai iipaurl btory, as WU as the nature of d O Q a l  birdiadfhing and 

biidwddien' maivations for the actiwty? By 1890, birdwatchg became a part of a largec 

. . . . 
"back-tolnatunn moment as urbanizatioa, i n c h m h d c m ,  a d  Danivinism fibreci iiao 

CPnadirn rocietyu Social DarwinLn idas of "ovmivilizaticm" and "r~ciai h&" Mueaced 

many aaivities such as huiding md birdwachmg.u As Wamsley stated, "Social Darwinists 

appiied the biologid concept of 'survival of the &est' to the hunvn social hienrchy which 

p-ed thrt subjects in question w m  de.'* Figum such as Teddy RooseveL symbolized 

ahet new approaches tb bùd dectioa as he saigbb to p r e s m  "western" muaiimdy and racial 

superioritythrough hunting. 

By the 1880s, the Amencan Audubai Movemmt emergd and L w h d  campaigns to 

prdkl North Americatl birds. Akhwgh s e v d  residaits of ûntario supportecl the iniriPl 

Audubon Society m 1886, the Naticmai A u Q h  AsOCirtion &cized Cmufa for n d  t rbag 

impoiam neps towords bird piinmation. hi a report of the N p r i d  Commiüee fbr 1904, Brd 

Lore critics statal, "strange to say, it has kcn imposrible to establis& my close reiatioor wiih aur 

" Cui Berger, SEIence, God. and Nature in ViElorian Canada (T'oratto: Universily of'ïoro~lto, 

l983), pp. 53-54 

George Aitemeyet, Thme ideas of nature in Canada, 1893-19 14," JmmI of Cunudian Studres 

1 1 (Aug. 1976), pp. 2 1-36 

Patricia  jasa^, Wiid mngs: Nonire, CuItzue. mi Tmrism NI Ontario flomto: U n i e  cf 

Tomto, 1995) 

Kcve B. Wamsley, "'The public importance of mm and the inportamt âpubiic men: sport md 

masadMies in ninateenthccimuy CarQ" in P. White and K. Young (eds.) Sport d Gmd.r 

in C d  (Nevu York: M r d  University Ress, 1999), p. 32 



neigbbors a the no&, nor is ir evidmt that Audukm wwk bs taken much hodd there.'" 

However, Outario's pres&cm movemmt materialusd with the humrnirrrirn mowmaxt and 

the T o m  Huiame Society established in 1887? 

F M y ,  as Thomas McIlarratb's Birdr of Ontario ht gpsPrsd in sairhm Ontario m 

1886, d o n a l  birdwolfhing papuluLcd imo a hourite pasthe m o n g  binl eolkdon, bird 

lovers, and h ~ m n n a u l a c . ~  Ia aclmowledgerncnt of the pathbreaking e&ct of hU field guides, 

Mcilwraidl wn*a m his seccmd &on, "the kmd iscepion ofthe fht edïtim byoie public, and 

the numerous inquiries which bave recentîy b m n  made for ecipies ofthe book, hm mduced me 

to prqwe thiJ second adition.'" His Bir& of Ontario (1886) k thefefm an appmprüte endpoint 

ibr this rrudy as d o a d  bdwat&mg transformed sipihamly a h  his publication. 

Tae geographicai boundaries for dis mdy extead mughly h m  the Great WreS and St. 

Lawrence region in the s a d h  to the Muskoka and Halibunoa @au in the nonb. and fiom Lake 

Huron in the west to the Ottawa River in the east. The study area das na include the Huboa 

Bay wateded mgion. 





hiitory dcraiptiaoc. As tôe majoriîy oftravel iurrtivcs inciude ~~SCZ@OIU of- and hum, 

these taar were c b h e û  to a wi& audience." ïbrough these acmmts, a British and Omuio 

readership mfomed themselva about birds in Briruh North America and the various piocrices 

involveci m the acsvity. Accordmg to Lloyd, these narradives oavcd as travet guides for toarLtr 

emôaricjng on an American tour3* 

ui orciet to assas the pcipdmty and pracrices OtblldwPrching in Brirvq 1 looked at 

British magazines, such as The GentIeman 's Magazine and The Qwrterly Review. Mmy ofthese 

jaunrlr rlso p m d e  reviews md advertisernents ofthe nrrunl hLaory tmvel books read by the 

British public. In Ooluio, 1 mm@ateù semal popuhr aewrpapa lor urides m birds. For 

example, I examinai Tho Upper Cumda Guzene rt the a d  ofdie eightwiphssahiry to see 

whaber United Empire Loyaiists a d  BritUh milduya&cers expressad an interest in birds 

througb the local newspaper. The tterary Gurland served a wide naderslup from aii over mer 

Canada. As weM, I lwked at Id newspapers as many exhibilicms, Praml b r y  r o c i ~  

ndces,  and nnuaim cipQings f è a b d  in the c o m m e  papsr. 

1 rL<o reliecl cm pubiished pamphlets u many of the mechanics' mnmdcs and naîurai 

history sociaies pubiished aunoullcements for arhibitia~, mission m e n t s ,  -8 nimte~. 

and lectures. These sources are Mhirble as bigr described the objectives imd a h  ofiilainlist 

rociaios, Lbnry coileaians, rtunaf birds dombdtothe l o a l  museums, ad mdividurls mvolvai 

in oqankbg Dltunl history nhibilioas. Mmy of tbese w a l u  are pmmved thmugh the 

canadia htdute for H h r i c a i  Miaorepmbàions ( C m ,  whicb was ''establisbed in 1978 to 

locate sviy primsd Cadirn materials (books. annuals, and psriodicals), prr#rvc their amteut 

3ùm BÏmlio, he Riastoric of %ence in rhe Ewlutim of Amen- Omi~hoIogical hscmrse 

(Stimford, Cam.: Abkx Pub, 1998). p. 22 

Clare Lloyd, nie Tmvelling N~mbsru -dm: Cmom He@ 1985), p. 20 





Acwrdmg to Auen, artunl hirtay braûm does not pmvide vey much wciai detaii ( h g  lirts 

ofspecies, oùsemtiolls, mea~unments). " Howeve~~ "il is usualîy aily d e r e  it has been 

allowed to 'leak' in the more cherry periodicais, the more rhuply etched obituaries, the more 

graphie acccuiits of m&gs and excursiom, m certain inaugural lectures a d  praridenrul 

addresses, above al1 iu the hr too rare volumes of reminisceaces - that me can pick up clues to 

how naturah of fi,rmer times worked and waiked and a&, whom thcy mixed wbh, and why 

they nded some t b g s  and missed a geat deal else rlt~gether.''~ 

Bnblsh paiodicals suçb as Tho Ibrs (est. 1859) and The Zoologist (est. 1843) provide 

insigbt imo the ways Brirllh amateur ornirbdopts v i d  Canadian bùik. Many mildnry 

ofncers pubiisûd articles m these jamais u they coîlected binkr ~ c m d  the wortd. in Canada, 1 

l d s d  at joumak such as t&e C d a n  Jovmal (est. 1852) and the Ttunsuctions of the Ottawa 

Field Naturalists ' C M  (est. 1879). As a number of Ontario bkdwaîchers publishaî m American 

periodicals by the 18801,I slco d e d  the OmithoIogtst and Oologrst (est. 1875), a journal for 

bird and agg oolleetors. The journais provide a h fw the network of birdwrtchers to 

exchange ideas abab birb and o d c e  about coilecting rad taxidermie procedues. 

Secoadary scnuces bclude scbolrnhrp on amal history? geognphy, budwPsrbmg, 

omahology, outdoor d o n  andtourism, Omtuio kstory? sport b r y ,  and natual sciences. 

As recreational embrad s d  htellccbal traditions, lÎteragure an bidumkbing as science, 

rodcism,  nrrwPI tbedogy, caosp ia~u~  coanimption, and sportIhunting are co~iM. 

3s David E. Ailen, ïho N~tumizst in Brïtain: A &cial History (Indon: Men Lac, 1976), p. 2 

Y David E. Allai, Thc Nahrmlist in Brimin: A Socid Histoty -don: Wcn k t ,  1976), p. 2 



hisronpas ofrecratian are to &justice to th& mbj- matter, &y mat w themselves lolty 

gœls, mach ouf beyand the n a n a ~  barn& oftheir subdiscipiine, and reke tbeir findings to 

major themes whidi challenge intellects acms di~ciplioes.*~ 

This cesead project builds on s e v d  fields such as recent work m anixual geograpbies 

and the wrys historicai and ciittunl c m t e x t ~  shape people's ideas about animais. More 

spccifically, it focuses cm how impaul ethnie, c h ,  rad gaider ideologies rhsped birdwaîcbers' 

ideas about birds. 

As this thesis concentmbs on budwmkhg as a d m a l  activity, this project builds 

on r r s d  aii the history ofrecrertim and taukm in -0. EPty Bririrb miliruy &cers, 

tnvellers, and setflers were ûxüario's &st Europern d o d  birdtRatchen. As a demand for 

sainiad birds and equipment emerged in the ninaeanth-cemtmy, a growing recreatid indwtry 

emerged. Fwtberrnore, this project extends rrrccnt coiicepts in leisure and rpoit history nicb as 

d m ~ d f a n m i r i b y t o d d b ~ g u a ~ t o b u i l d o a p o n m o d n n  

gendered theaies. 

Lastly, as the hstory domirio omithology toaua cm the scient& COIISCibrdions Of 

amateur birdwatchers, my research coutrï'buies tothe mukïhceted aspects o f d d  

birdwatching sudi as thtir subjective approach ro birds including the nwaatic-aeahctic and 

sportsnan traditiolts. 'Ibis stdy thcrcfjotc coaccotimr on the wap th bidmtcbg providtd 

meanhg to people's IBrw d e r  thim their s c i d c  c ~ a t n ~ m s .  

" GCOff Wall, ' ' P ~ v e s  O tempod change and the bistory of d o n , "  in C.P. C- 

(d) Progress in Tmrism. Recmution d H a p i ~ ~ i z t y ~ g e r n n t  (Laidai: Belilmm h, 

1989), p. 157 



'The conceptual ûarnework adopted for this thesis is hhrmed by tbeory on the social 

construction of nature and the recent work in animal geographies. According to Doughty, 

Wilson, Wolch and Emel, Anderson, and Whatmore and Thme, human ideas about animals are 

socially constn~cted rather tbm t d l y  grmded in direct e~perience.~' More specifially, mial 

~~tlstructions of a-b an shapeâ by bistorical and cuiûual coatsnr, and diaer widely by 

culture, epoch, and iodividuak within the same s~c ie ty .~~  The ''bodies danimals" have beea, and 

continue to be, sites of political struggle over the unistmction of cuminl Merence and 

31 Robin Dougtny, The English Sparrow in the Amencan Lamiscape: A Puradox in Nineteenth- 

centtcry WiIdZve Conservation (Oxford: Sdiocl of Geography, Univeniîy of Oxhrd Press? 1978); 

Alexander Wilson, The Culture of Nature: North American Landscapefiom Disney to the Exxon 

Valdez (Cambridge, MA: BlackweU, 1992); Jemifer Wolch md Sody Emel (d.), Animai 

Geographies: Place. Politics. mid Identity in the Nature-Culntre Borderllandc (Laidon and New 

Yock: Verso, 1998); Kay Anderson, ''Cuhm and nature at the Adelaide Zoo: at the nootiers of 

'human' geography," Tronactiom of the Instimte of British Geographrrs 20 (1995), pp. 275- 

294; Sarah Whatmore, "'Hybrid geographies: rabinking the 'human' in hurmn geography," in D. 

Massey, J. Men and P. Sarre (eds.) H u m n  Geography Todoy (Cambridge. hg.: Bhckweli, 

1999), pp. 22-40; Sarah m o r e  and h i n e  Thorne, 'Wdd(er)aess: recmfiguring the 

geognphies of wildlife," Trunsactions of the &itish INtiiute of Geogr~fphers 23 (1998), pp .  435- 

454 

39 Am Peterson, "Environmental ethics and the social cmsbuction d nature," Wronmentai 

Ethics 21 (W-hier, 1999). pp. 339-357 



maintamce of QmYuiit ideo1ogies. Tbey have been usedto r a d k ,  d&&, ad nilsarin 

powamsevedwrys.o 

However,,thudoesnatmeanthstanimals LdcMIcnrldyoragencymt~mcof 

biophysical pioarces, or exict solely in t&e min& ofpeaple by Lnguage and discaine, but 

raha, mmy ideas about animais arc in some ways social hbncasions. Accordiag to Whatmore, 

nature's agency is "a r e b d  achievement, mvolving the creative presence of organic bemgs, 

technologid devices and discursive coda, as weU as people, in the fibrics ofeveryday living."' 

A deconstructive rppma& is adqted m orâer to critidy d y z e  the ways that 

d o n a l  bu- rqrociucdct the imposiîicm of British colonial d e  in Cana&, togaher 

wirh cmdesmsion tmards abongd pe@es and non-British immigrants; md the 

reinf;orcement dB- middle-class, gendered identities in southeni Ontario. B a d  on 

Foucault's nhoa of discauze as producrion ofknowledge imbud wdh power, and Derrida's 

naion of the rhetoricity ofall taris, 1 m c d d  omithological diScaine to 

"demyst@" boîh the c d o n  ofrecrsaLicmai ornithological dizcaure and die resuhg b i g e s  of 

b ~ d s . ~  A s ~ c a a ~ ~ i o ~ e t " ~ t o r r i n r c n ~ t o d n r m u t t m ~ g s , ~ t o d  

Y) Dama J. b w a y ,  Primate Visions: Gender, Race, a d  Nature in the M d r n  WorU of 

Mence (New York: Roirtledge, 1989); Glen Elder, J e  Wolch, a d  Jody Ewl, ''Le 

Practique &mage: race, piace, ancl the hurmn-aninul divide," in J a d b r  Wolch and J a i y  Emel 

(eds.), Animal Geogruphres: Phce, PoIitics. and I&ntity in the Nutum-Cultun Borderbuis 

(London and New York: Verso, 19983, pp. 72-90 

" Spnh Whacmore, Wrid ~eoenpbis: rrrhmLing die 'humin' m humm geography," m D. 

Massey, J. Allen and P. Sane (ab.) H- Geogn& T 0 . y  (Camôridge, hg: Blackweil, 

1999). p. 26 

Jacques Demda, OfCrammatoIogy (Bahmore: Johns HcipLias Universiry Press, 1976); Mithel 

Foucauk, m C. Gordm (d.) Powerlxirowledge: Slected htem'ews md otkr Wntings, 1972-77 



objects within brader movements and structures.'" Moreover, ''to deconstmct a text, me must 

look for places m a text where the author 'loses control of intention' or 'misspeaks"' in order to 

find hidden rneanings in textsu Deconstrudllig therefore provides a zhitt from examiaing 

causality and conte* in te- to analyzing meaning.u 

However, rather than focussing on signs and symbols involved in representing bu& 

(semidics), 1 am more cmcerned wrth the power relations and practices involved in creating 

knowledge about birds, as certain pradices implied powerhil acfivities. Widiin tourism and 

recreational aaivities such as birâwatching, "knowledge is closely intertwined with power and is 

therefore highly political; this is because knowledge is produced by individuals and those 

individuals cannd be divorced or sepanted fiom their human or social circumstaaces."' As 

birdwatchen are membea of a birdwatching cuiture, they share certain perspectives and ways of 

seeing. This process has implications for the howledge that is produced and the power that is 

linked to k as well as implications for deleted knowledge, such as the lore of abonginal people. 

(New York: Pantheon, 1980); Joseph Roue. Knuwlcdge and Powec Toward a Po(itica1 

Philosophy of Science (ithaca, New York: Corne11 University Press, 1987) 

43 Terry Eagleton, Against the Grain (London: Verso, 1986), p. 80 

+I H e ~ t S a  Nichels Shuk, "Decoastmcting depression: a historical nirvey ofthe metaphoncal 

aspects of an illness," in T.C. Kynell and MG. Moran (eds.), Threg Keys to the Past: The Hisrory 

of Technical Communication (Stamford, Corn.: Ablex, 1999), pp. 13 1 - 15 2 

" Catriona M. Parrag "About tums: decting on sport history in the 199ûs," Spon Hisron. 

Review 29 (1998), p. 6 

46 Nigel Morgan and b e t t e  Pritchard, Tourïsm Promotion and Power (England: John Wiley and 

S a s ,  1998), p. 15; Carions M. Pamtî, "About tums: rdecting on sport hirtory in the 199ûs," 

Sport History Revivw 29 (1998), pp. 4-1 2 



While 1 disagree with Daridr's ndicm that n d m g  lies outside text, my mcrhod f w  

oo the praetices involved m 1-g lmowledge ciaims abad birds. ''KnowIedge or rneaning 

is embedded m parîicipaiory Qom d social practice and is subjecâ to the s e n i e  mfhimccs 

ofhistorid pmccsses and suci- beliefk that ninaod tbese pncrices," mcluding the 

prachces mvolved in recreational bidwatdhg" As deanstructicmist stmtegies are a ''tactic to 

b m k  the assumed link b e e n  reality and represemation," the lim to i s  criridy d y z e  the 

social forces that structumd rrcnrtiainl omirbological discourse and a siruae the pnseace of 

power, and irr effects, cm ail knowledge of buds? rtrc activxty was ''wxtes&d space, and an 

arma when ideas abut clay gen&r aud ddaty" were artiniltsd, dabaed and developed.* 

Thir thesis d thedore d m c t  clors, cthaicity, md gmder dimensians in rectdoail 

omilnologicai discauoe. By adoptmg a post-modem appmoch, 1 expose the oppositiaiis md 

h i e d e s  of which bhnicity, cloor, md gender mldicns were basexl and how thore hi@? 

were amstmcted, l e m  cûaiiegd, and mPiinlind. 

hiorâertoacbiMrnyhntobjedive, I ~ t h e h i s t o r i c a i m d n i l r u n l  

davelapments of d d  b-g in southan Ontario, 1791-1886, by fO~USin8 

primarily oa seconduy sauces. By scQine the hdatim Tor the aaiviîy, a did analysis iido 

-- - - 

" Michael Watkins, Ways oflsUnmg about Ieisun mmuings," Lasure S i d e s  22 (2000), pp. 

99; M a u  M. P m  ''Abwt turu: refîaoling on sport b r y  m the 19905'' S',OH History 

RQMW 29 (1998), pp. 4-12 

48 1 .B. Hariey, 'Pccoasaudmg OH aq," in T. BMes a d  i. Duncan (eds) Wnting Wo&: 

Discourse, Text WdMet~phor in Repre~ent~ons of Lam&cupe (Lcmdon ad New Y& 

Routidge, 1992), pp. 23 1-257 

Mike J. tnippms, %ore pleasures? Lame, mpecbib;ihvandthe d e  miâdJe4asses 

m Vicroriri, England,'' Jmml of Social History (Spring 2000). p. 585 



t&e d k t s  of empire a d  gmder ai binfwdcbers' identities md ideas a b a t  birds will k 

possible. 

To d a d e  hm nations of empire d q d  mapcdcmal birdwitchiiig identities and 

ideas abctut birds, 1 fxus on the ways but rarrationai birdwstchen d&d thanselves througb 

recreatid omttbological discourse. Accordhg to H~~~llllllmicq ''those mtenasd m how 

people aeate meanhg about the naturai world s h d d  kd mtsrest in haw people mate meaning 

about themselves and their place m the w ~ r l d . " ~  By positionmg d d  bbdumîchc~s d m  

ahriic (British) and ciass (middle and uppcrslass) cstepries, rn d y s i s  into the wrys thr 

recreational budwatchen defined diemselves is possible. To b au bpinpaiil biFdwatcber was to 

be Bntub and superior in ali aspcts. Iutpeniri b ~ c z s  tàcnfore compued thtir 

omitbologial knowldge to those d o  did a d  budwrtcb,  COUS^, a rppmciatu budr wrilbia the 

Brirish nrainl h;dnry traditim (aûorigmah, lower ciass, non-BnrUh ahnic gnnrps) as a mcimr to 

assert theu ainhority and aiperioriey. 

In oder to examine the impact ofgender an birdwacchtrs' ide s  abad birâs, I d a l l y  

analyze d a n a l  b i n h t c h g  WithiD the ideology dL'doctrine of sqamte  sphem"." T b  

doctrine suggests thPt m a  md women mgage in adMI ia  Rich as naurl Wry différdy 

based on the constxuctiun ofpublic a d  private rpheres, whKh p d e l  a duip c a ~ t n n  baween 

&mie  and male natures. Binary oppdoas  inchide the desiguaîioa of the p h i d  or 



amateur, public or private, objaâive or subjective, and m b b  and hiaifiil, which assign men 

and womcli to "appropriate" gender mles." Mm thercfore ocaipy the public, prohional, 

objective, and sublime sphere, d e  waawi foau on the home, the ornaair psit~on, imd moral 

and aesthetic domain. 1 therefbre critidy d y z e  recnatid omithological discaiine to 

determine how middle- and upperzlass women and men entered iarcational bhhmtching in 

southem Ontario by focusmg oa the adivity's différeat pncâiœs nich as adlerting wirh a gun, 

perfomiiag taxidermy, and apnrsing tbe sublime and baiihnil in birds. 

Aithougù my study uawven the diffemt bud species c d l d  aad obsnv#l in the past, 

my intedm is nat to these birds pmperiy, buî to ''look aüeativeiy at the nature of the 

~presentational practices tba the Empans canied wÏth hem to Amerka aiid deployai when 

they triecl to describe to dieir fcllow whaî they saw and did? ?hmfim, I am na 

very concenid wirh tàe inaccuraciig iavolved in idaxbfjmg and desaibing bird spaies by 

e i g k d -  and nineteuxth- budwatchers, as &as been the purpore of miay analyses of old 

ornithoIogial tadc. 1 bave l d  the sources' Mmrailu and scientif~c biid nsmes untouched 

thrwghout the thesis. V a  author included the bird's Lorii name, I have I d t  it the way it was 

spelled and c a p M  m the oh@ sauce. 

C h q i  McEwm, "Gender, science, and physicd gaognphy iu n h d a n d i - c m  B m "  

A m  30'3 (1998), pp. 215-223; Kuai Morin and Jeaune Kay Guelke, 'Cmder, naûm, aipire: 

Womon natmhts in nineteenth- British ûavel litcIliaae," paper fiarthcoming in 

Trunsactiom of the Inrtitute of British Gpogruphern (2001) 

" Stcphen Granbùtt, M4~eIous Possessions: lk WonaPr of the New WorU (Qicylo: 

U n i e  uf Chicago Rws, 1 Wl), p. 7 



lbcris Oiitliat 

In this mtmduc&ory cbaptcr, 1 have &ed my mearch goals and objectives. 1 suggest 

how bis reseafcb relates to geognphy and how my hdings wilI mfom historical and ni)aual 

gdography, wiidlife Mangement stuclies, twism and d o n ,  and postdcmial srudies. I llso 

provide the rasionale and boudaries Tor my study, as weU as my &ta acquisition and coacepainl 

fiamework, which is bpKd on the social co~~sûuction ofarimplr. Thip cbrpla a h  hghligtar 

how a deccmüucticmist approach to recreatid omdhologid discowse is a meam of answering 

my r d  questicms. 

aupGer 2 provides au ovewiew of the literatun reiated to recreatiaoal budwrtchmg. 1 

fht expiore the ways that people gUn knowledge ofîhe nmyPl world by explammg mmt 

makt and relativist debates. My licer8aue review involves nseareb on exploration, iiPbural 

hiscory, a d  colaakl science; wil<bmess tourism; d o o f  d o 1 1  and sport; @d 

identities; and tbe history ofomithology. By providmg an outhe of the research reLting to 

rcrc~catiaad bkdwatchg, 1 distin@ h m  my resaardi buil& on previous w o k  

Chapter 3 examines the historical and aimur1 &wlopm~nrr ofmeaticmai budwsrdiiag 

in radhem M o ,  1791-1886 byirrtroduciagthe BritishnmvrlhtrroryW0~;iid 

highlightmg the activxty's participants. Rus chrpta sets the fmdiüim fbr htber d y s ù  into 

the e&ac of empue, ethnicity, c h ,  and geader an r#.mtioaal birdwnrhiDg d ideas a b  

birds in pmcc#ding chipers. 

h Cbrpcr 4,I dasrmine h m  naions of empire rhrped impai.l bmhmtdm8 identities md 

ideas about birds by faumig cm the dinomnt pnaiasd ia  d o n a i  birdwatchm ~gaged in 

and h m  they defined themselvss. Pracricez nich as bird collecting, illurtipriiig, dadying, 

performmg taxÏdermy, aeahericizing, and commOdifj.ing ail extu~ded the caicept of empire. 

Furthemore, to be an imperid bidwatcher was to k "BW and superior. Biitish b-en 



tradition (abriginais, non-Br*lh immigrpas, Americans, and Iowa c h ) ,  a d  by p e m d j h g  

certain bird specia wdh racist and xco<rpbobic atîributes. 

Chrper 5 cntically analyzes the Wkreut pnctices involved m recreatioaal 

birdwatcâiog and how m m  rad womm caterod the activity. b e a d  suggests tâat 

middie- and upper-clau womm engrged m the aciivdy diffêrentiy thn men di4 owing 

to am@ boundaries cmted bytheu d e  caunterparts such as exchidmg w o m ~  

h m  nrainl hisbry miaies, coiiedng wih a gun, pedôrming taxidemy, and engaging 

in the sportman tradxtion. Because ofthe d i f b n t  practiccs, men and women's ideas 

abad birds were sh@ d i f f b d y  trased l e s  upm biologid fietors thPii an sociaiiy 

defineâ pnaices. 

h my final rbrprer, I d h s s  a d  miicw the resead CCMttibiaicms of this M y ,  

aitline its Illnitnricms, comment oa mahodologicai lessms, and pmvide & d m  for 

fidure researcb in nbcioa to d o d  birdwatching. 



CEAP'ïER 2: TEEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

la order to critically anaiyze the impads of d c m a l  birdw*dllng on npraduciq the 

imposttion of Biitish c01011iai d e  in Cordr and the reidorcemeut of Bnûsh, middlcclur, 

gaiderd identibes m southeru 0mario7 1 d m  an geography, his(ory, fcminia d e s ,  

rnhrripology, sociology, pài lwhy,  and uourism and recreati011 studies. To ddias the 

complexity of the aaivity, 1 have organiEed my litemûm revisw d o  six categories: knowledge 

ofthe nahual world, exploration and c01aii.l iuainl history., wildemess tmism; d m  

fec~eatiom and spon; impennl i d d a ;  and the history afomihobgy in ûntario. 

Knowkàge of tbe Naturd World 

Cunriit debates on how people gain knowledge about the world have ceiderd on reaiist 

and relaicivist q&emoIogies, which have b m  important to understand the ways b u m ~ s  corne to 

undentand the natural worid? Rdm, fôr exampie, "refèrs to the ontologial proposition tho 

m h y  exists indepeaddy of au idcu of it, and the epirtemologid propositim tbat this Isllay 

is, to some significant extent, ~mowable."~~ To ddaangae whaher a ccmcept in the natural worid 

is mie or n& "me seeb some fonn of anpirical vcridcatia." As a resuît, 9he UttimPI(? ObjtCU 

Y Rob W m  and Nichoias J. Tate, Conciucting Research into H u m  Googrupb (2madm: 

R w c e  Hall, 2000), p. 24 

" James D. Ptoctor, 'me rochi construction ofnature: rehtMn accusations, p w  a ~ d  

critical &Ut nrpoora," AnnaIs of the Assartation of A w t e ~ ~  Geogrupkrs 88.3 (1998), p. 

360 



of scient& inquiry ain and act @the most part) quite mdspendentiy ofscientists d their 

a a ~ l y . " ~  

The apMpl world, in this sense, encornpuses Yha structures1 processa md causai 

powers that are constriitly operstiw wirhin the physicai world, thrt prwide the objw of mdy 

of the nahinl sciences, and conditioo the possible f o m  of humm iraerventioo in biology or 

interadon with die envir~nrncat.''~~ Knmledge and ideas abaut norim are "lmowabie through 

direct experieuce," mdtbrough measurement and observation by an objective obsemr." The 

natural world is therdore 'imdenrood as obj- sep- and apart h m  the abjects who saidy 

themn, and canna not k known subjectively." According to E m d e n ,  this prwmpfion 

"removes aven the poasibhty ofcmtempldoa in nanin, îbr it efktively mnoves aii subjexts 

h m  nature?' As a d i m i  does nat appear to be a point ofview." 

Y Roy Bûaksar, Reclaiming Reaiity: A Critical Introihction to Contemporary Philosophy 

(Landon: Vem, 1989), p. 12 

IClte Saper, What is Natwe? Culhrre. Politics and the Non-Humon (MM: BlackwcU, 1995), 

pp. 155456 

" James D. Proaor, 'The saiai co~st~cr icm of iiohira: reîativist accusations, prapatkt and 

Ciiricai realist respîmsa~,~ hnuh ofthe Assuciution ofArnericm Geogmphen 88,3 (1998). p. 

360 

'9 N. Kahaine Hsyles, 3eanhhg fbr cornmon groun4" m Micbatl E. Sailé and G u y  Lesse 

(ais.) Reimnting Nature Respaucs to Postmodem Deconstnrction ( W a s b m  D.C.: Island 

Press, 1995), p. 57 

* Neil Evemdea, Tho Social Creatirai of Numre @abore: Johns Hopkins University Ras, 

1992), p. 108 

61 Dama I. Haraftray, Airnote Pîsions: Gender, Race, and N a m  in ph0 Modcm World of 

Science (New York: Roialedge, 1989), p. 38 



W& Rlpect to reIatiMa cp*ologie!s, Hnnwry hs b maunirial in cbrllenging the 

radkt appmoch by sîating tbir knwledge is situated m the own chmshnces, ad "the 

themes of race, semahty? gender, aaioa, amily, and class have been wriiten mto the body of 

nature in western iif'e sciences since the eighteenthsentury.'a By foaruing on scientific pncrice 

and s c i d c  dieones as Nhuraly shated, nature is thcrefbre rocially co~~stf l lc tecl .~  As 

Hanway ruud, "science k na innoceat.'* 

For instauce, M.M. Van de Phe decautructod orniihological lhaûue m d e r  to 

mcover male b i ses  relating to birâs as an expression of mrle social dominance in the biologicrl 

sciencesu Nam@ a bird species was bfLn basud on the biological dwadmdcs d a  d e  

ratherthan a fèmie; and m omdhologicai illusnotiais, &male birb were o h  portrayecl in the 

background, ifa ail. Monovcr, theones of raainl selectim (a f9mi ofa3null seIccti00) 

amstmded male birds with Darwuitan 
. . 

m d i n e  virtues su& as greater size or eEMve . 

ornament for subduiug mrle rivals or aüxachg femles. "'Th doctrine talces the mrle bird to 

- 

D0111111. Haraway, Pnmaîe Visiom: Gender, Race, and Natnre in the Mo- WorId of 

Science (New YorL: Rartledge, 1 #9), p. 1 

a Similar ciaims have ben macle by M.M. Van de Pim and Anne Imiu Dagg. M.M. Van de 

Phte, " 'The &male is Mmewhd Mer': the ums&uctim ofthe sexes in omithoiogical 

hatute," ~ m n m e n t u i  Ethies 20 ( S p a  1998). pp. 23-39; Anne Innu Dagg, Hamm ond 

Other Horron: Soruol Bi@ in BehcMouml Biology (Wsaerfoo, ûutario: ûtter Priar, 1983 ) 

0)  Dama J. Hauaway, Primate VIsiow: &&r, Race, a d  Natare in the Modem World of 

Mence (New York: Metige, 1989). p. 1 1 

MM. Van de Pine, " me fémde U somewhaî dulid: the copnnction ofthe sexes in 

omahological Inamve," Emiironmental Ethcs 20 (Spxing, 1998), pp. 23-39 

Y ~~~~~lwl~o11ipafamdnminl~~1&~1~1ocau~ssh~indivi~~indieuability 

to compete witb adim fbr m a c ~  (the compatitiaa fbr mates component of- seledari) or m 



birdtobethe d bd,"as " m r l ~ g ~ ~ ~ a i r m t b e n c c t o p ~ ~ m d u a c h C 1 C f i ) t e O i e  

ones thaî evolve." Bytraciag the ofsexism in simplistic and reductivist IhrwiniPii naions 

and tbe theories of natuml md sexual selecrioa, Van de P&e eoncluded Qn "omitbology is 

niarlredly d e  biased." 

Camqudy,  knowledge *'is nat a n d d M g  but U pmducd m the Bnciests of 

specine individuPL or hsthîioi~s~ and withm a system of d e s  thn detemine what men gets to 

cairn as knowledge; that justice, reasQ1, and truth are na e t e d  but are cuastructeâ and sùaped 

wilhùirpccinchatoicrlmdniltunlcomcxts;&dtnibu~puriil.~ laaguageis~marlto 

peaple's understanding of the iuninl worid, wbich U understood "as sylram~ of sigeinahoii 

UicorporaSing symbdi and struccrirsa of ail fonnc of communication.. . amaptwhâ as having a 

discursive7 dcterminiag powa: i doas na jurt coovey meaning, it amthte culture aad 

behg."@ Nature is thenfn  na objective reahtyy but "in fia a amplex origin as a s d  

theu attmdveness to membcrs of die o p p d  sex (the mate choice co~llponent of sacul 

selecticm) in John Alcack, Am& Behiavior (Sundcrlrnd, Mass.: SmWCS Asmciates7 1993), p. 

578 

" M.M. Van de Rtte, " 'The fimalt is somdat duller': the comtruaiaa ofthe sexes in 

omshologid lhembrqn Environment4f Ethics 20 (Spring 1998). p. 35 

Catriona M. Panaü, "Abouttums: refioaioos oo sport history in the 199ûs," Sport History 

Rewiew 29,4 (1 998), p. 5 

* Crtriona M. Pana@, "Abail tums: reflections an rpon hiqory in the 199ûs," S p r t  History 

Revïew 29,4 (1998), p. 6 



l b a d y ,  M e a g a s  ta the idea ofthe social construction otnm~e have beea made by 

und& via a particubr, socllly precùspored nPmework- Knowleàge to critical rdsts is 

neder whoUy 0bjeCCi~ aor subjective but is m fict the resulr of interaction between subject and 

object. nR For example, according to Rich: 

'the Great Blue H a m  is not a symbol.. . it is a bird, Ar&a herodim, d o s e  
fwns dimauioar, rnd habits have bmn desaibd by ornhhoioguu, yet w h o ~  
~ntaugible ways of king and knowing RmPm beyund my - or myone's - 
d... Neiibrofur-mmorbird-kaJymbob@bcenoitrtod 
us tbr But 1 needed ta ackiowledge the hoai  with speech, md cmfmnhg 
hs name. To it 1 brought the land ofthiag my kind ofmeatm does.'" 

endowed with hiscoricai and aJauzl signincimce. As ailturPUy cmstmctal, for instance, the 

gian Mue herm was placed imo a ctassificaiim system as Ardea herdas, which was c m t d  by 

Neil E m d e n ,  Tho M a l  Creation ofNuture (Bahmre: J o b s  Hopkins University Press, 

1992), p. 109 

" Neil Evemdg, The Social Creution ofNaticre @ahmore: Johns Hapkms UnivcrnCy PRIS, 

1992). p. 13 1 

James D. Roaor, 'The sociai amutnacrion ofnature: relaMIt accusabiolls, pmpahst and 

airiai r d &  ~~s~oQE~s," A n ~ k  of the Assrnation of RmQIcan Geogruphers 88,3 (1998), p. 

361 

" Adrienne Rich, 'WO~PL~ a d  bird," What is F d  m m :  NotebOOiLS on Poeîry a d  Politics 

(New Y&: Quildy Papdack Book Ch&, 1994), p. 7 



undentand the naûuai world are. m some way, phrped by ailriuil ccmaa~ such as miperllism, 

cbss, gender, and ahnicity. As Wmner statd, 'Way, as iu the p* ideas about natumi thiqs 

m m  k examinecl and cnricued n a  only for the ways they heip us understand the material world, 

but fw the equahy ofthsir sochi and political cou0sel. Nature wiil jusrify anythmg. Ils tQdr 

corirnm apportmiries for myriad of mterpnuriaa~."'~ 

Geopphers and environmental hjstorians have a ~ d i e â  human attitu&, percepticms, and 

idms about snimpls. This r e s d  sheds light on mimrls as cuxtral agents in the caistiridion of 

spaa and piace and h m  humm ideas abGa animalr ue shaped by hinorical and aihurl 

wmtexts, mcludmg politicaiuxmomic debaies, sciontific rad relipious iblogies, ubanhûon, 

sgricuhc, and popular cube? As DougbSr stated, ' 4 ~ L  have syxnbolic vaiue and figure 

promiaently in the myth, superstition and folklore that bmd peaple to hdscape, place and 

74 Langdoa Wmer, The Whrrle and the Reoctoc a search for limits in an uge of hrgh technology 

(Chicago: Universityof Chicago Ress, 1986). p. 137 

ûn the rociai cODsfNai011 ofrnimris, see: Domu J. HMWPy, Primate Yisionr: M e r .  Race. 

and Nrttum in the M d e m  World of Saence (New Yo*: Rdedge, 1 SW), pp. 1 - 15; Alexander 

W~ison, Culture of Nature: Nonh Arne- tandswpejvrn Disney to the Enon VaIda 

(Tomuto: h e m  tbe Lmes, 1992); J d r  Wolch and Iody E d ,  A m m l  Geographies: Place, 

Poljtics. a d  Iknti ty  in the Noiure-Culture BordorLardF (New York: Verso. 1998); k y  

Anderson, "Cukiin a d  nature pz the Adelaide Zoo: At the M e r s  of 'human' geosrrphy," 

Transactions of the I ~ t i f u t e  ofBitish Geograpkrs 20 (1995). pp. 275-294; and Sarah Wbîmore 

and Lolnme 'home, 'Wdd(er)ness: TCCOILIiguring the geographies of wildlife." Tr~fll~uctioonr of 

tk Bntish Imtimte of Geogmpkrs 23 (1 998), pp. 435454; Dl. Dd Mu, 'Y)iir Pimirl fien&," 

Envitonmental History 3 (1998). pp. 25-43 



home."x Humau ideas abad paimrL are thdore socially comtructed ÿid ''continue to k 

routinely imrghed and orgamzed within mulriple social oderings m Mfkeat times a d  

plras.'" Hoarever, dw does na mean that animais ln& matniality or agency in terms of 

biophysical processes, or axin solely in the min& of people by language and discouse, but 

ratber, many ideas about aniniiils. mchding some heid by sciaiists, are rociai f ibridans.  

Dousbty, fa example, decollst~cted attitudes towards the English spumi~ in die 

American landscape during the n i n a d c s n h u y .  Ideas of the nondative species were sbaigly 

influenceci by increasg urbpniiarioa and irnmigrstion as sparmw baten w m  quick to link the 

bird to immigraois and uibrn life. mrts md middle4ass Angîo-Suronc t h d r e  persciufied 

the bird wah anti-foreigner and xenaphoôic sentin;ents, whi& demlued immigrant groups and 

helpad p w  an elidrt n a t i d  identIty? Evendm revcrled simibr hdings in his work ai 

nin&- American ccaiornic ornithology." 

Tbese worics suggest dut animais helped sbrpe nciabd identities.'O For example, 

Anderson exzmined the representatid pnaices attbe Adelaide Zoo, which mnforcecl colonul 

76 Robm Doughty, Tne Engiish S p m  in the Americun LPndscupe: A Puradox in Nineteenth- 

cenruy WiIdlqe Comer~4tiion (Oxford: University of -rd k, 1978). p. 5 

Sarah W ' r e  rnd Lorraine Tbome, 'Wid(er)oas: e g u r i n g  the gsographies of 

wiîdiifb7" Transactions of the British INnhrte of Geogrupkrs 23 (1998), p. 437 

R o h  Daughty, The English S p m w  in t k  Amcricun Ladcape:  A Paradox in Nineteenth- 

centuiy WiIdlife Comer~4tioon (Oxfwd: University of Oxford Press, 1978) 

" Matthew D. Emden, "ïhe Lborers ofnatue: ecoaomic ~ o l o g y  and the mlc of birds as 

agents ofbidogicai pest cmtml in Nonb Amaicm agrkdtm, a. 1880-1930Vn Forest md 

Conserv~n~on Hu.y 39 (ûctobr. 1995), pp. 172-1 83 

'O J e m i f b  Wolch and Jody Emd, Animai Gogrophies (La~dcm and Ncw York: Verso, 1998), p. 

xMi; Jody Emel, "Are yau mpn mou& big and baà am@? Wolfmdidan in the US," in J. 



d e ,  opprerred indigenau peaples, and gendered and mciaiized mdapmMigs to legihate 

Audnlusi colmiai idcotiry.'' 

S d m ~  revealed how ideas about birds hefped shape late nindeaith-cenbiry Anglo- 

Saxm middle-ciass i d e  in the north~astcm United States. In his examidon ofmbm 

middle-clss bircfwatehers, nature-Iovers and birdwatchers perceived bgds based on "Chrihm 

omitholosy" that ciassified "gcnS and ''bad" bids acatdmg to staududs of VicrorLn maalby. 

Gooâ binlr were those thpt raated for Me, retumed to the same nesting a m  )nu 1&i yau, 

preserved the appearance of M y  itnhy, and were well-bred. Bad bis&, a~ the d e r  han4 Tsd 

on mat and dsrd cprasocr, Weâ the w d  and the helpless, a a p r a i  severai mates thmghout a 

nesring season, dole food firom good birds, n d  in dher species' nests, aad were ualgacfiü 

fwaigners." 

ErpIoration rnd C o b i d  Naturd HOtoy 

Just  as the development ofBritish naturai history informed d o n a l  b i n h t d h g ,  

Bririsb irnperirlùm rko influencecl the daveIopment ofthe activity. Mbaigb n a  d y  put of 

Wolch and J. b e l ( & . )  A n i d  Geographies (Laidm ad New Yo* 1998), pp. 9 1-1 16; Gbn 

Elder, I~neiser Wolch, md Jody Emei, "Le Pratique Swwge: Race, pha, d the h m -  

animal divide," m J. Wolch and J. Emel(eds.) Aninial Geogrophies (Landon and New York, 

1 W8), pp. 72-90 

Kay Andersam, ''Culture and Nature at the AhLide Zoo: A t h  M e n  of 'bunnnT 

geogmphy, " Tronsactioom of the I ' M ~  of Bn'tish Geogrupkrs 20 (1995). pp. 275-294; Kay 

Aridemu, "AnimsL, Science, and the Spe~acle in the City," m I. Wdch ad J. Emel (ah.) 

Animal Geographies (Laidon and New York: Verso, 1998). pp. 27-50 

Pacr Schmiü, &k to Nature: Thc Ai&m Myh in U i b ~  Anterim (New York: Oirtwd 

Uni- Press, 1969). pp. 37-39 



forrnai expeditioiu, d d  birctwatchers explored and docammtd the interior's adàuna as 

\mpUd and mfornral chervers. Bird collectors md observnr chassifieci and exîractal specimens 

h m  theù ecological habitats, appropriated aborigmal kiowledge, sud oweibuîed to the p w i n g  

weab of mfocmatjoo accumuiated at the metmpolitau centre (Brirpm). The foUowing section 

investigates the develagrnent of srploratim and coloaùl natuml histary m relation to British 

North Amerka. 

"MappÏng " an Emptre 

Accordmg to Gascoige, Miller, and MacKay, naairal b r y  arplomtion was 

insawneutal to British imperiahm." By anaiyzing naturai b r y  explontions within b u r i a n  

concepts, they thmrized that empira wu "a way ofcmceiving tûe world wbicb b v e ]  priviieged 

s&tus to the fomu of lmowledge md canons of rationa@ (hrt pdominarr?[d] in the meûwpolitan 

power.'* As Biirish imperialism was "- much less fwmpl tban outnght imncxatim oftreaties 

* David MacKay, uAgents of anpire: th8 Bankian coilcd~n and evaluasion of new b&," m 

D.P. Milier a d  P.H. RAI (aà.) Visions of Empire: Voyages, Bomny. und Representutiolts of 

Nature (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 38-57; Jobn Gascoigne, "The 

ordering of nature and the ordamg of empire: a commeatary," in D.P. Miller and PH. Rcill (eds.) 

yisiom of Empire: Voyllges. Botrmy, ond Represent~tionr of N m e  (îambridgt: Cambridge 

University Press, 19%), pp. 107-1 13; David P. Miiler, "Joseph Banks, empire, md ''antres of 

calcuîaticm" m the late Hanoveriao London," in D.P. MiUer and PH. R d  (eds.) Visiom of 

Empire: Voyoges, Botany, and Ropresentutiom of Nohve (Cambridge: CÎmbridge UnivCrSdy 

Pms, 1996), pp. 21-38 

u Jahn Gascoigne, 'me ordering of nature aad the ordering o f m p à :  a ommsnt;uy," m DO. 

Miiier rad PH- Reill (eds.) fisiom of Ehpim: Vigages. Botany, md Representations of Natirm 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 107 



deLennining 'sphaa of influence'," naûual hiztory provideci a tmshrmhg agent fw 

disseminatiug the ideology of empire thratgh h practjces, which included nnniing, cl us^^ 

and describing iuhurl ~bjectr.'~ Focusseci ai ''centres of cailnlation" a d  "acnimulatioa", 

exploraions aüecupted to gather "as much information as possible in a fam which wauld extend 

the imperium of European powers." As cxploren ôrought infomiition badr h m  new Ln&, 

lmowledge aecumuked atdie i m p e d  centre (centre o f d ~ o n ) ,  whicb wu then d by 

fùture voyagers to exîend the boundaries of empire. Accordhg to MacKay, natuml history 

arilsdiiig eiubled the spmd of emph by refashicming the naturai world to suit the needs ofthe 

marapolitan power (BriLoin), whicb &O provided the idsologicai j d k a t i c m  firdic civilLing 

mission.' "Once the accumulation cycle and the mobilisiüim of the world" it aiggerd were 

considered, " the superionty of some centres over wbat appear by cairnst to k the periphery 

may be doaimentecl."" 

in order fbr kiowledge to k d l ,  natual history required a system ofclmncatim, 

whicb privileged si* as the sQse ofestablishing truth. The Linmean cWcaSi00 syrtem 

therefore provided a medium to convert naturai h .  &O the "visible", as laquage and mtud 

8s John Gascoigne, 'me odering of nature and îhe ordering of empire: a ~ommcnary," in D.P. 

Miller md PH. Reiii (eds.) Yisions of Empire: Vopges. Boîmy and Representations of Nmwo 

(Cambridge: Cambridge Universtty Rar, 1996), p. 1 1 1 

" David P. Miller, "Josepb ûanks, empire, and "ccidrrs of calcuiatim" in îhe k hoverian 

Lxnido11," in D.P. Milier and PH. R d  (edr.) Pîsions of Empire: Voyoges, Botany. a d  

Represenrm.om of N m r e  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp . 2  1-38 

n Bnmo LaaÛ, Science tn Action: H m  to FoIIow Sctentists and Engineers h m g h  Wety 

K-a, En-d: UniYefShY PIUS, 1987), p. 228 



phenornena became me. ' Linnaeus's desaiptive onier proposai that "every chrpter b h g  

with a givm animal shouid foUow îhe following plan: m e ,  thmry, bâ, species, &bute, 

use. "@ 

Foucauh's rmlysis of n d  history, Rar describecl how "me by me the piand's lifb fomis 

were to be drawn out of the tangled thm& of their life surmmdings and removecl into Eumpsui- 

based pattern of global mity aud order."* W& Eumpcoii clavi)ication systemc, Eurqeans 

system oforàer witb its naw Eumpean KEULr name. Naturai bldtOIy coilecting extracteci ~ l n l  

objatr na ooly h m  their ecologial habitats, but a h  b the axnomic. socul, and symbdic 

places of mdîgcoaur people. 

Similarly, Haraway h e d  her hianry ofprimatology ai the ways in whicà Western" 

science represQtcd empire, dominatiao, and contml in irr a p p d  to the bodies of primaCs. 

Primate shdies were a colaaiai afbir  "in which iasowledge ofthe living and dead bodies of 

mcmkeys and rpa was part ofthe systems of mapl acbmge d extractive cul~imi.'~' 

Michel Foucault, nia Ordor of ïhings: An Archrreology of the Human Sciences (New York, 

Pantheon Books, 1970), pp. 132-138 

Michel Foucauh, n>4 Order of niings: An Archwology of rk Humon mences (New Y& 

M e c m  Body 1970), p. 130 

Mary Laure Pratt d Michel Foucault's Omkr of TIiings (1970) îor hcr analyir. Mmy 

Laiûe haît, Impriai Eyos: Trawl Wnting rnd Tmns~~Ztauutiun (New Y&: Raalsdge, 1992), 

p. 31 

" Danna J. -y, Primate Vtsiom: Gsmkr, &ce, andNatum in rJio M i m  World of 

Science ('hIew York: Raitletige, 1989). p. 19 



Riwte!s, apes in paRicular, were a "pt ofthe iâeologial fbuework.. . of western unpenaî 

imsgmation~.'~ For example, Haraway fbcussed m taxidemy, phdagrophy, and natunl history 

mus- as pradices of npresamnioa duc transmitted ideas of " p ~ "  and colaoizatim 

thiaigh primate bodies c o l l d  in ABica. 

Pratt's anaipis otpatunlurr' tmwl wxiting suggested that natuxaiists penondied "a 

Euopean bourgeois subject simuhaneousiy innocent and impenrl, usexting a W e s s  

hegemmic vision that hstallr no apparatus ofd~minatiaa."~ By cnoriag r   plm mie ta^^ 

~~ll~~iousness", the descriptive system c r d  "a utcpian, innocent vision of European global 

authority," which Pmtt termed "mti-cmqu&" that mtQded to emphasize the reiat id sueanhg 

of iubirol history r;dher tban as a m e a s  otappropribiaa.* 

As exploratioar fonwd 00 the comats d n e w  Ln&, 4'Guiiivas" and "Cnisocs" 

travelled to new tenitories m s d  ofdiscoveries md curiosities? For instance, as 

"Crusas" establisbed themselves in new colonies, they fôunded idtutions baseâ on 

B* models and imdartodr nrtuipl history nirppiug in their new h d s .  Gate d d  

to these eo1OQiStS as Britah's "culaually colonized coil~aors" as they compileci data UI 

9;1 Doniia J. Haraway, Primate Visions: Goder. &cee. mid Naîwe in the Mùdem Worfd of 

Science (New York: Roiitlege, 1989), pp. 1-2 

93 Mary Law Pm& Imperid Eyes: Truwel Wnting md Trunscl(ltumon (New York: Raitledge, 

1992), p. 33 

w MPry Laise Raü, Imrperal Eys: T m 1  Wnting and Truns~ultu~on (Ncw York: Rdtdge, 

1992), p. 15 and p. 39 

sJ Suzanne E. Zeiier, "Nature's Gullivm aud Crusœs: the s c i d c  exploratiotl of BrdUh North 

Ammica, 18O0-1970," in IL. Auen (ai-) Nonh Amenam Erpiorution: A Continent 

Compmhended (Lnisohi and h d m :  Uni- ofNebraska Press, 1997), pp. 190-243 



the empire through aarunl history collectmg, iiîustmtq, and publiehing.'l Science in 

Cana& therefore remained "coloniai" througimut the eady nineteeuth-, as 

praaiticoen depended on British s c i e  traditians, edudonai systems, sources, rnd 

practices for their activnies.* However, Eumpean knowleôge &"New Worid" flora and 

fiuna c d d  not have beeii gPind without the heip ofthe Canadian aborigrnal hunters, 

colledors, informants, and assistants, *ose coxxiributions were Ligaly ignod? 

Cardian nahtnl mry therefbn emerged as an m i 0 1 1  of the British naaual histoy 

tradition as sdm aud milauy officers tmsplPMd the acbwty's pnctices to the new c o ~ c i i ~ . ~  

Sud practices inchdecl classificatim Wms, iidunl hidory rocides, and iddogical 

" Barbara Gsccs, W r e d  Nature: Yictoriun md Edwardim women embmce the living world 

(chiago s~id ~ ~ O I I :  unkndy ~lchicago h, i ~ ) ,  pp. 102-105 

" The cestre of s c i d c  actîviry focused on Eumpe and Eumpean proaices and tcipics of 

investi@o<i. Muimme G. Ainley, 'The emergence of Csiudim omithology: an historical 

o v e ~ e w  to 1 MO," ai W.E. Davis Jr. a d  I.A. J a c h  (eds.) Contributions to the History of 

North Amer im OrnithoIogy (Cambridge, Massa&usetts: N d  Ornithologid Club, 1995), pp. 

283-302 

* Mariarme G. Aiiiley, 'The emergence of Canadian omithology: 1ii historicai ovwview to 

1950," m W.E. hvis JI. and J.A. Jackun (eds.) Contrihtions to the H i s t o ~  of North Amencm, 

Omithoiogy (Cambridge, Masacbuseüs: Nuüaii Omidiologid Club, 1995). pp. 283-302 

" A.B. McKillq, A Mscipfined Intelligence: Critical Inpiry and C d a n  ï%ought in the 

Victorian Em (Mcutd: McGill-Queen's UnivcrSjty Press, 1979), pp. 59-85; Cari Berger, 

Scronce. G d  &Naraire in Victonun Orrmdo Vot~lto: Univo~sîty ofTornia0 Press, 1983), pp. 

3-27; Suzanne E. Zeiler, kmd of Proniie, h i s e d  Lad: T i  Culture of fictorhn Scrence in 

Cam&, Cardian raiuiiaicai Associrtim Bodda No. 56 (&ma: rruAim HiScorid Society), 

pp. 1-12 



h m u o r k s  for the activiîy. Aocording to Berger, ''naniral h h r y  66 rdeeted ad chanellecl 

unne ofthe strongest drives in colanial ~ulture."'~ As a leinin purnul, it espouseci thc British 

hdness for r a t i d  d o n ,  sesins,rovement, and spiritual awareness. Nmual b r y  

therefwe he$d dupe a Cliudiri upper-middl~lass colonial id- di* did noi have its own 

past or tzaditiaii~.'~' As Hoiman stated, purnimg amateur science s e d  as an ideai and a 

'8Illiinrk of membership in the middle rmlrr, or, a least, an mdidon of me's social 

ambifi~lls."'~ 

Gendor, Exploration. a d  Nuwal History 

However, &ce explonrion, mapping, surveying, and discovery comprised a mssailine 

domain, how did women enter the field of iimurl bistory and explorati~~?'~ Did women and 

lm Car1 Berger, %ence. God. ond Nontre in Ectorian CaMda (Toronto: University of Tomate 

Ras, 1983), p. 47 

Io' in Bdain, the aspiring middle-ck adoptcd natural history as a dcniiog f w  of British 

middledass values. David E.  Wen, ï%e Naturufist in &tain: A ksi History (Ladon: A. 

Lane, 1976), pp. 73-82; Lynn Bukr, The Hoydrry of Naturai HLrtov 1820-1870 (Garden CÎty, 

N.Y. : Doubleday, 1980), pp. 13-25; Nicol- S m ,  Victonani~ <ad m i r  FIowers (London: 

C m m  Helm, l983), pp. 14-1 8; Lynn L. Merriii, ïhe Romance of Vîctoriun Nafural Histoy 

(New York: Oxford University Rar, 1989). pp. 1 1-1 7 

'" Andrew C. Hohan, " ' C M c n 7  and the m i d d l u k s  'seif': rmmicn and morals in 

Victoriau OnUM," in E.A. M d p y  and L. Chambers (eds.) Ont~rio Since Co@demon: A 

Reader (Toroato: University of T o m  h, 2000), p. 108 
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Livingsime, n>e Geogmphiwf Tradïtion: E p i s d s  in the Hisrory of O Contested &teprise 

(Oxford, UK : Biackweii Publisbers, I992), pp. 102-138 



men engage m the samc activities md praciices? One approach suggests that men and women 

appmch die iÿhinl world dinerentiy hause  of biologicai and physiologicai differences of the 

sexes. Bccause men and women are "enibodid dinereatly'', they "live in d i f f '  world~."'~ 

However, the "doctrine of sepamte spheres" suggests dut men and women engaged in 

naaull history differdy based on cubml nomis nich as the binaiy oppositicms ofprofessional 

or amateur, public or private, and objective and subjedive, which assigneci men and women to 

"appropriate" gender roledOl According to this idsology, uppa- and m i d d l ~ i a s s  mm ocaipied 

'w Adrienne RKh, Of W O ~ M ~  Born: Mutherhood as Erpprience and Imtimtion (New Yoik: 

W.W. N o m  1976); Adrieme Rich, Wh12 is Fowd Xhere: Notebiwkr on Pmtry a d  Poiitics 

(New York: W. W. Nortoa, 1993); Vera NorwOOd, Mudefiom this firth: Amen'can WOM and 

Naikre (Chape! Hill: Universiry ofNortb Cuoiiaa Rcu, 1993); Vera N o i w d ,  Tousüucting 

gender in aaaira: bird rociety through the eyes of Iobn Burroughs and Florence Merriam Bailey,," 

in I.P. H e m  and AG. Kîrk (eds.) Humrm/Nuture: Biology, Culture. and Environmentai Hzstory 

(Albuquerque: Univendy of New Mexico, 1999), pp. 49-62 

'Os Vera Norwood, "Camructing genda in noavt: biid Society through the eyes of John 

Bunoughs and Fiorence Merriam Boiley," in J.P. Herrcm and A.G. Kidc (e&Q HumNuture: 

Biology, Cuiture. and Emiironmentul Histoty (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico h, 

1999, p. 50 

'O6 Chryl McEwan, "Gender, scieme, and physid geography in ninascndi-a<muy Bhh," 

Areo 30,3 (1998), pp. 215-223; Jearme Kay Gueke and Kuai Moxin, "Gmder, nature, empire: 

Women n a û d h s  m ninetmnthentury Brtish -1 litera~in," papa forchcoming iu 

Transactiom of the Imtiilllte of British Geographers (2001); NF. C a  The Bo& of 

WomOnhOOd: Women 's Spkn in New EngIrmi, I78W835 (New Ham: Yde University Pnss, 

1977); Eiizabah J. E- IPis  md Mothers Schwi Mistresses und Sciriiev Mai& 



the public, p h i a d ,  and objective sphere, whiie womea p m e d  the private, amateurrmdnir. a d  

domestic sphere as men pndomimutiy defïued appropriate geder d e s  wiihm society. 

When norunl history kame iucreasingiy popular ammg women and men towordr the 

late nin&-ceatury, men strove to domirute md dehe the prokssid field as r means to 

exclude the amateur, *ch thedore exciuded women. 'The British educational system and 

polaical opportunities were m g l y  biassd in f â v m  of men, *ch mugianW w o m  h m  

pmfeuional spaœ d the twentieth centwy.'" Women were wt rQimeû to the Linnaean 

Society d 1905.'" Mofe~ver, the sphere of tatiodity aud objdwty remained ideologidy 

as a d i n e  premgahve. As Blunî datai, masmi aud rat idity as masadine orL were 

rernforced by the Ealigkment En, ''when perrepaons of a split betwam mind and body 

posited knowledge as aidaiiomuus and subjecti~e."'~ 

Men a h  created I I I P ~ ~  spaces for exploration and discovery that acluded women, 

such as the "field".'1o Beause the travelling amvrlid personifid the "adventumu, opai to new 

Workïng Women in Upper C d  1 79û-1840 (Mcmtrd and hgstoa: McGillQueen's 

University Press, 1995) 

ln Muy RS. C m e ,  Lades in the Laboratoty? American and British Women in Soenco. 18W 

1900: A Swvey of their ConmWons to Roseorch (Caidon: The Scuarow Ras, 1998) 

'O B a b a  Gates, Mnàred Nomle: Victorim a d  Ehuardïan Women Embroce the Living WotId 

(Chicago and h d c m :  UnMrsiry of Chicago Raq 1998), p. 66 

I a s  Alison Blunt, TrmI, Gender. andImperiallim: Mav KIngsiey d West A .  (New York: 

Guilfiord Press, 1994), p. 2 
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J.A Secord, and E.C. Spuy (eds.) C u h m  of N-1 History (Cambridge: Uaivcrshy of 

Cambridge h, 19963, pp. 249-265; Maühv Spiadce, "hrphcing the W d  m fieldwe:  



qeriences, mer hopenil ofmcovering mtural mvehies," men p r e c l o ~  the field."' 

ûutram illutratd how France created an image of 'hscwoiistes-voyaged moviug over ~ g g e d  

temm in the pumiit of exotic pLmr and animais. The field nnrunlin signifieci hemism and 

counge, which the French revered. As Oidnm statd, he ''came closer Oim any d e r  men of 

science to ernuhthg the heroic men of actim. ""' Furthemore, the "field" itself was fnninucd . . 

"as a sectudive but wild place t h  must be observed, peaetmted, md mstered by die geographer 

[or aaurolin] .""' Discovery of nature cauld thmefore be a metaphor for s8xuai cmquest. 

Women weie encourageàto pursue odunl hianry but d y  in q a t M y  Iunaed and 

raiaüy acceptable ways.'" As S k i r  poinied out, the rniddle-class pariPrneci natural hianry as 

an appiopriprt acrivity for womeii to rhspe appmpriote leamhg wahin a new style offunily. 

Womca thetefore pursud naturai history wirhin the private, or &mestic. space, anci eatered the 

activity thmugh "non-mgn actMties SU& as d- and shelialirriing, -al . 

mrsniliaxty, metaphor, and spaa," in N. h c a n  (ed.) kiyspuce: Ikstabilizing geogmphies of 

gendor anà sexualiy (Laidon and New Yok: M e d g e ,  1996). pp. 212-233 

111 Lynn L. Memll, lïze Romunce of Nutwal History (New York: oIdI,rd University Press, 1989), 

p. 55 
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(mis.) C u l ~ e s  of Noruai History (Cambriâge: University ofcaahidge Press, 19%). p. 259 

"3 Matthew S p h ,  "Duplasing the field in fieldwork: masculinity, metaphor and spaœ," in N. 

Duocan (ad.) BodySpce (Laridon d New Yok Rodeâge, l9%), p. 212 

'" Am B. Shteir, Cultïwting Women. Culriwting Skience: Rora'J Daughters a d  Wany in 

England 1760-1860 @aithme: Idinr Haplrins Univemty h s ,  1996), pp. 1-7 and pp. 35-57; 

Judith Johnsan, "'Womm's testimony': Mperialist discoutse m the profcuianal colonhi tnvd 

m g  of Lo*so Anne Meredith and Clibuiae Pan T a "  Awtraiio md N m  Zèatrmd -es 

in Canada 11 (Jme 1994), pp. 34-55 



illustntion, and fem pressing. 'Ibe alignmeut ofwomen and babay fhWed several hcticms dut 

became part ofthe social coostruction of femhidy in girk. 'Tolite -y" rhiped mannes and 

momh of yamg privileged womai. Pamting, ûlusCratmg, and deriving rnoral tgchmgs h m  

a n h l  bebaviow therefire remairieci acceptable media tor women to ea&r natural history."' 

Because baany remallied defmd as a suitable activity for women, it also sewed as a 

'legnimaung f idor  %r women tnvellers' derWise transgnssive presence" m colonies such as 

~frica."~ 

Because omithology remamed an inclusive field for amatam thra>ghout the nineteenth- 

aatuy d i k e  iuitunl hutory as a whole, upper- and middle-chss women were able to antribute 

to the field."' However, as Creese illwûatd, women rarely published m scicatific joumals m 

aie nindwidh«ahiry."' M e y  examined specifidy women's participaiion in omahology 

rhmughout the heteenthzconiry. Fier Rscprcb fiiidsigs suggesteâ tha women entered the field 

~~~~~ 

I l5  Juâith Johnson, "'Woinrn's testimmy': impeiirlin discome in the prafcssional c01Otljal 

txavel writiiig of- Aiiw Mer& and Catharine Pur T m "  AwnuIia d Nov Zeulond 

Stuàïes in C d  11 (June 1994)' pp. 34-55; Bubua Gates, KindredNuture: Victorim und 

Eüwardran women embruce the living world (îhicago and budon: University of Chicago Press, 

1998), pp. 66-10 
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"' Marianne G. Aidey, "lad in the field? C l u k  w-n uatural scient&, 1815-1965," 

Despite fk W: Essays on Cmuldm Women undscience @htd: Vébcuie Press, lm), pp. 

25-62 

"' Mary RS. C m  Ladies in the Loboratory? Anrrimn d British Women in Skieme, 1800- 

1900: A S w i ~ y  of thorr Cmtribwions to Research (Laadm: Ihe Scarecrow Press? 1998), pp. 

12 1-126 



through 4hoa-thrcacaamg" aaMties aich as pamting, desmiing, pmecring, Pad papuluiniig 

bub d e r  thaa as s ~ i ~ . ~ ~ '  Womcii who entered scientiûc dixaure did so d y  as wives, 

maben, and sisters of male scient&. According to Lmdsay, womm emerged as '"" or 

"intimares"t0 tbe scisnrinc cammun~.'" 

Widcrness Tauriam 

The early history of Bntirh North Ameriaa taviPm has a h  b e n  linked to ùnperiaiktic 

ideologies. As Briîis21 tnveiiers searched for the "wild", bey COQSfNded "primitive" and 

"innocc0tn places to escape civiliratim md d & e  themselves. By racializmg aboriginrlr as 

"noble savages" or Imcivilued", Blnirh tairiaJ n a s d  themselves oftheir superionty in tûe 

world. Accotding to MacCameli, tavisrs embuk ai joumeys d as diese in order to escape 

the pressures of modem world in sgich for and unique experieiices.'*' This "9udi for wilder 

plces," T m e r  niggesteci, amse during the Romautic movement with itt inter- m llDtlllPl 

h W ,  the influence of an, heratm and ave l  cm the aesthaic; tmsportation innovasiolls; md 

119 Muimme G. Ainley, "M m the field? Canadian wornen naîwal s c k b t s ,  18 15-1965," 

Despite the 0&lc Essays on C d a n  Women unàSEionce ( M d :  Vébicuie Press, lm), pp. 

2562; Muianiie O. Ainley, "Science m Canada's backwoods: Cdmine Pan Traiil," in B.T. 

b t e s  and A.B. Shteir (eds.) Nuturu1 Eloquence: Women Reinscribe Scirnce (Maduon: 

University of Wircmrin Rcu, 1997). pp. 79-97 

fa) Deôra LindPy, % t h t e  inmaies: wives, householb, and science in nineteenth- 

America," 1 ' .  89 (1998) pp. 63 1-652 

12' h m  M a ~ e i l ,  authdcity,"Ainericcar Jmmi of Wofogy 79,3 (1976), pp. 
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changes &e to mcbutiializaîicm and urbanization brmg the late eigbath-centwy.'P As a 

rm& new forms of tourism included the search fOr "discovery" and 'iaitouched" )an&. Iriterest 

in the "wiid" therelore shifked to the 'New Worldn as images rad collections of ex& animais 

and piimiive people i@ed the Bnhsh imagim!ioda By the tum of the nin&-cenairy9 

iirainl history accomts f d  pmminedy m travel and mvel narcatives.la As Lloyd 

expiained, travel nanatives were m d  and mead by travellers as they ccaridereâ their joumey, 

"much as we might scnitinize brochures when pLnnLig a hobby abrodnlu 

In 0-0, Brxhsh tuwiscs anVtd m s d  ofnew sigbts and experienccs dunng the 

ninacciah«oavy.'" Ar Brieish traveliarz and early d e n  p u d  ' W d  men", they 

paiticipated in a growing tavism inâustry t&at mvolved imp-c oppmprietim and 

cornmerclalitaiou of lanâscape tourist images, Services, and souvenirs. "Na only places but 

people beaune objects ofthe couun&Caaon pcocess when bey feii mder the tauins' gaze, 

lP J o b  Tamet, An Historiml Geography of Recreution a d  Tmrisn in the Western World 

(Chichester, UK: Idin W i y  md Sons, 1996), pp. 146147 

lP Vicîoria Dickenson, D m j i o m  LN: Mence &An in the Portraypf of the N m  WorU 
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aad the act of defking them, of e n d d g  them with h g ,  iwlf involvai a kind of 

appmpriaam or asration of control."" 

Elde Bntish gentlemen, as Jasm stated, wen a the fore* of Br* N d  American 

tairism as they r o u e  adveniure, autheuticity, md M o m .  Rivileged women, too, participated 

in tairina for many ofthe r;rme mtsons as men. Yet many îuund ir difncuit to tnvel due to 

home, M y ,  and social c u h e n t s .  Howewr, thir was probably n a  mie for weahhy or older 

couples, or smgle women wbo did n a  have chilcim. or wealthy women who miployed 

govemesses. 

imperhl expamim provided opportmkiar for uppn- and middie-chss woawn to travel 

as wives, mùsionaries, writers, or naturiili~rr.'~ According to Mils, travelhg wmen remained 

innocent to impeùürric idsologies d e  travebg to new lands.'" However, as Blmt 

higblightcd txavel provided opporamities h r  womm to share temponiily in racial superiordy in 

the context of imperial v e r  and authoriay. Blmt's analysk of Mary Kingsley's mvel 

narratives, pemied by au uppcrclass EDgluh w o m ~ q  diusbatad how Kingsley experiencad 

gender ~borcihatioo a home m Britam, but wu abk to share m the miai niperionty of imperial 

aurhority and powm while on hm travek. Wornen were "defind p r i d y  m the private 

'n Patricia Juta, Wlld hings: Nature, Culiwe. and Tourism in Ontario. 1790-1 914 (Toroato: 

Unive- of Toronto Press, 1999, p. 15 

lzs Alison B l m  bMappm8 author&@ rad aidiori(y: reading Mary KiPgsieyy's landscape 
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'" Sam Mills, "Knwledge, gmâer, a d  empire, " m A. Bluut md G. Rtse (&.) Wnting Women 

und Space: Cohiai md Post-CoIonial Geogmph>es (New York & Laiidm: GuilfOrd Press, 

1994), pp. 29-50 



domestic sphere befôre travehg h o  mon public sphem", whae îhey were able to participate Pi 

British imperial rhet~ric."'~ 

Travelling to new lands, therefore, provided a medium for some wown to overstep 

traditional social auvemioiis nich as those constmded in the pnvate domestic sphere during the 

iate eighwnth- and nineteenth~cenhines. Fawler's d y s k  of Canadian women's travel 

nanatives centered an a traveller's "androgyns ideai" whereby the chàeristics of the sexes 

were n a  pre-detenNIld, so that every human being could have a fidl range of expression of 

persoaality. For b d  women and men, the ideal cmthted "an escape h m  the shackles of 

gender-stetedyping ipdo a widc~pen, fraly diosen world of individuai responses and 

behaviour". Mai 4 d  be tender and intuitive, while womai d d  be tough and rst id.  

Fwler believeâ thar the Cmrdun wildemess encouraged womm to k more "masculinen in two 

ways: a pragmiric level of action, which demandeci initiative and coucsIge, aud an imrgioltive 

level in which "che wilderness aered  s mirror Tor the psyche." Ac Fowler SGW, upper- and 

middle-class British women such as Elizabd S i m a e ,  Catharine Parr TraiU, and A m  Jlmeson 

caild let their psycbes "nm wild dong widi the forest uadergrowth and its hirtin mbrbicrmr. 

Now these women began to id- wab d i t e  water, fbmt fies, @nt tms, baid eagles.""' 

Outdoor Recreation and Sport 

Ra- schoLrshrp m sport and leisure history pmvidcs d c a l  insigtits iuto the mePnmg 

A h o n  Blunt, Trawl. Gender, mdImperi~Iism: Mary Kingsley & West Afiica (New York: 

Opilfad Press, 1994), p. 162 

13 1 Mariau Fwler, îïte Mmidered Tent: Fm Gentfewomen in EQriy Cam& (îoraxto: Anansi, 

1982), pp. 10-11 



mrsculioity and the doarine of sepone zphera. Tbe folio-g literature provides an owrview 

ofthe linlu between hunting and imperdmn, milduy d m  m eady Uppa Canada, md 

notions of masculinity and feminmity m reiatioa to outdoor recreation. 

Accordmg to MacKenzie, huaring became part of imperiakic culture as "iiiiperiolism.. . 

was a habit of mincl, a dominant idea in the era of Euopean world supremacy whiài had 

widespread i n t e l l d ,  c u h d  and technial expxprer~icms."'~ Throughout the am-- 

centwy, mmiy Eumpean huuten pursuai hmting as a symboiic activity ofglabal dominance. 

H h g  exploited mimJr m Eumpean colocLies and appmpriated indigenous cumuoi pcaaices. 

As eh& gdemen adapted nrtunl history as a foim of himting, z p o r t s m p i ~  pariliaad 

themselves as inperial agents. Killing was m a m e  1- by &eu "inidet~tililding ofthe 

quarry, iîs environment and its -yy md [the ~turabt's] knawledge offinumr and 

b W c s  added an extra dunensim."" As the Eumpean cuiture of h-g trvunrreci overseos, 

BraLb tra\~lling sportsmen ssarehed Tor wilderness and new rpecies c dircover, WU 

rehhrced Euiopean capansioaimi. 'Ihe sporrmimarruraüsttnditim remaineda aipsailine 

affair, rltbough the history of himimg includes orisrocntic women who ~gaged in hawking and 

fmr himtmg, sueh as MPry Queen of Star and Elinbeth l.lY 

As m y  Biitizb milaory officers engagad in s p o m  activities while &g abmad, 

theu fecreacicmai activities symôolized &end prescltce in Bitah's oversaw colonies. For 

example, Hess criîicaily arPmmed the way military officers miislcmd dominant Brirish beliefo 

ln J o b  M. MacKePzie, The Empire ofNuture: Hunting, Conserwtion ami Brirish Imperiulism 

(Manchestery M.: Mandiester University Press, 1988). p. ix 

'" John M. MacKauie, The Empire of Nmre:  Hunting, Cornenation and Bn'tish ImpriuIism 

(Mmcâe~ter~ Eug.: Manchaster University h, 19881, p. 300 

Jdm M. MacKCIlZie7 lk Empire of Nattm: Hunting, Consenation and BrUish Impenuhm 

(Manchester, hg.:  Manchoster Univctsity Press, 1988), p. 21 



thmigh sporting aciivities while stationad in hdia during the n i ~ a e e n t h ~ . ' ~ ~  Accordmg a 

Mangan and Callum, field sports such as Cncka s y m b o W  arktocdc privilege and the 

sustaind code of a gentleman.'' Andocraoc "msailinity" involved mil* pmwess and codes 

of h a n w  based on medieval and chivairic martial dues .  Just as field sports did na enter the 

public d o 0 1  Cumculum until the 185ûs, rportsman hinning a h  remrineù an elde masculine 

actiwty." 

h g  B d s h  North America's milinry occupation to 1871, mmy milituy Oecicers 

engaged m recreatid activiria as a means to pas the time. Tbe "diveniai of d o o r  

recreaSi011" fw &cers "thus became imporîant in mwirPinmg momie in what &enWise mi@ 

have been a mmcâonous tour of~iuty."'~~ S e v d  Canadian reseaders have ill- the 

extent of their activities in B h ' s  colony. Day showcd how British mildnry persamel 

staîimed in the Maritimes nd d y  preserved and defhded the tercitory, but &O sudued . 

''' Rob Hess, "A heeling hegmimy: Fiorence NighhngPk, the British Amy in hdir and 'a want 

of ... exercise," m e  Intemario~IJotlmaL of theHistory ofsport 15,3 (Dec. W8), pp. 1-17 

I.A. Mpagpn and Cdum McKeazie, 'The d e r  lide of the &: Viarian rmsdmty, field 

sports and E n g U  eke &cation," Ming Eumpean Masculinities: Sprt ,  Eumpe. G e d r  

(London md PoitlPnd, OR: Frank CpU, 2000)' pp. 62-85 

ln I.A. Mangim and Calium McKgPe, "The d e r  side ofthe coin: Viarian mrsailinity, field 

sports and hglish elire education," Making Europem M<scuIinities: Spon. Eampe. GeGenrlPr 

(London a d  Poitlmd, OR: F d  Cass, 2000), pp. 62-85 

13' Peter Lmdsay, "Ibe impact ofthe milhry priscms aii the âeve1apmen.t of sport m B* 

No& America," Cmrrb'an Jmmi of History ofSprt I , 1  (May, 1970). p. 33 



British r e c r e a t i d  pnaices such as cricla, aqwtic sport, and hone ra~iug.'~~ SimilPrly, 

Bouchier focused on the ûaV'y &cers engaged in cricket while srstling in üpper Cana& 

dwing the Rebellion ~ n . ' ~  

Wamsley interpratd the wop ttilt rscreatjoaal activities transmdted Unperialistic 

ideologia within British North America. Nindeerdhatwy recreatim derived fkom patriarcbsl 

organization and praaices that ori@ nom Brilïm. 'ln th era, niling and middle-chs m a  

rptionalued the segregated sporthg pursuits as necessary niPimmnice of Bntirh ideais of 

xnaniiness and gentlexuanîy htegnty."'" 'Yicatry mua>liiiay" d a i d  hmour, pride, and status, 

while "bush mPsculinityn clispbyed phys id  pefirmance, fights, and races. Elite men thmfbre 

' ',wbichwasoffenassaciiitad dencunced &a h ofmasculmity such as '%uh Msailinay' 

witb the artive pqulation. As r r d t ,  gent lmly  '%egcmonic nirrculmity" . . 
wu promaed and 

teinfiorceci throughcnxt the colony as a denning fsaue ofupper- and middlcciass d e  

m~scu lo ldy . '~  

139 Robert D. Day, "Ibe Bnrish &am- at Haliax: ils ccmtributicm to the developmcint cf sport in 

the communiiy," in Morris Matt (ai.) S'ports in Chuab: Historicol Readings (Torœxîo: Copp 

C M  a 19891, pp 28-36 

Nancy B. Boucher, " 'Ariaocnir' and thtir 'Noble Sport': W d k  officers and cricket 

during the RebeIlion En," C e a n  Jmmd of History of Spn 20,l (May, 1989), pp. 16-26 

'4' Kwin B. Wamsley, 7 h e  public importance ofmen and the important of public men: rpon and 

masculàiihes in nineteenth+xntwy Chida,'' in P. Whtt and K. Yom8 (mis.) Sport md GmdPr 

in Cano& (New York: Oxfad UniVCISjtY Press, 1999). p. 28 

145 Kevb B. Wamsley, '"The public impoitarice of a m  and the importaut ofpubiic m a :  sport lad 

mascuWes m nmeteenth-centwy Canada," in P. Whib and K. Young (eds.) Spart and G e e r  

in C& (NCW Yo*: Oxfbrd Uni- Press, 1999), pp. 24-39. Gmg Gillespie rlro useci 

Wamsley's ~ o n q  of ''gentry" niroailinity m "sport aad ' m e s '  m eariy-nin&- 



Aahough diese studies have pmvided inngbl iuto g&ed maScuLjlldy, rnany have na 

critidy examined the r#tsons why wornen were excluded fmm Oladwr activities such as 

hunîing m the nineteadhzantury. According ta Meam and Meams, tâe Lure of bird coliecting 

remaineci a male domain $iroughout the eq@ea&- and ni~eteenth&es.'~ The attmctioiir 

of being a field collecter iucluded risk-taking, companiaiship, discovcry, and a stmg 

cornpetitive element that drove men 'io aquire a bigger and better coilection, or to discover and 

descnbe more new spe~ies."'~ Momver, to b a collecter provided o coiivenient and socdly 

acceptable excuse for respeaable goum mai to climb trees, saunble dom cliffs md camp 

outdoors. 

These activbies w m  viswed as too vigofous for middle-class women m the ah&- 

mntq .  As Vertinsky reveaid, Victorian bourgeois women were excluded h m  pbysicai 

aaivities as a resuît of nindecnth-century medical theories that positioned women as the weakn 

s e x . I U  For instance, ~ ~ ~ e n a i r y  daaors believed that women b e c a w  "disabled" by 

- -- 

century Ontario: the British traveUm' image," Ontario History XW 2 (Aiminm, 2 0 ) ,  pp. 114- 

199. Wahin the cocdQd of angling, see: Nancy B. Bouchier and Ken Cmikshdq " 'Spommem 

and Pabunters' : environment, umsmdoii, and ciass in the fishery of )ilmiLm Horbour, 1858- 

1914," Sprt Histoiy RoMew 28 (lm, pp. 1-18. 

BSibPD M Q ~ S  and Richard Meam, The Brd CoItectors (San Diego: Aadcmic Ru, 1998). 

pp. 194î 

" Barbara Mouas and Rieh id  Mcomr, The Brd CoUectors (Sm Diego: Acacûmic Press, 1998), 

p. 21 

143 Barbara Mearns a d  Richrd Meaxns, ne Wrd Collectors (San Diego: Academic h, 1998), 

pp. 1949 

" Patricia Vertmsky, Tho Etemully W ' d  Womm ( M P n c h m  MmKhea~r Uni~army 

PRSS. l m ) ,  pp. 2-23 



maistruatia which therefore limiîeâ theu physicai and m d  capacity. "Spoxtbg actMties as 

well as educatid pumiitr haâ to k com~atible Mth fsmrle piaysiobgy md to be foeused 

upoci h a  and baiance ratber thn the imrponsibtldy of inactiviey or the ~ e s s l l e s s  of 

uuregulied compc(itiaii."14' As a remit, h h g  was na coz~sidered an "'acceptable" activity for 

women as it Mvolved rigomus activity and conipetitiou. 

shhr ly ,  Hargreaves s u g g d  that v i ~ h  middk&ss men and women partk@aed 

in M é r a  activities owing to their be li& m inoate biologial and psychologid differenca. 

B a d  cm the doctrine of separate spheres. men puticipated in work and the public a m  w b L  

women's activiry f w e d  on the domestic and npfodudive sphere. Can?dniaing geader 

differences tberefore pnvemed women h m  enjoying many ofthe activnies tùat men did. "Mm 

were charadenzed as nahirally aggressive, cornpetitive and incisive - well autd to the riga of 

gaws field; m cantmt, it wor a popuiar idea that women were m b e t d y  e d d ,  cct 

operative and passive and th&re uosuited to take part in stratuous phyncal aaivdies and 

cornpairive rpor~."'~ 

Impcrid Idaltities 

Through iiaainl b r y ,  travel, and recreation, Briruh subjects w m  able to shape 

imperid i d d a  and ideas abad British Npenority. According to SIi4 e i m -  md 

nhaeenth-cmtury European n i b j a  amnniaed the "Orientn as a meam ta mgage in the 

'* Wcia VeitinsLy, nie Demllly Wm&d Womm (Manchester Manchester Univ~nay 

m 19% p- 59 

lu J d è r  Hargreaves, Sporting Femaies: Criticai Imes in the History and W o l o g y  of 

Women i Sports (New York: Routieâge, lm), pp. 4344 

" Jemifèr HargraPves. Sponng Femles: Critical Issues in the History andtiocioogy of 

Women i Sports (New York: Roialedge, i994), p. 43 



diocaine of the "other", &ch reinforcal and 1- European expansionism in dmLI 

spaces. Ac Said staied, "the Orient has helped to dehne Ewapc (or the West) as h coidnsemg 

image, idea, pendity, experi~nce."'~ By disseminotiDg nm-European representacio~~s, or the 

"ather", Europ*~s asserted their superiority in these lands. For example, Short applid Sud's 

concept of "ûrientaiisrn" by critically anaiyring the idea ofwildemess and how E q e a n s  

createci phcrine spacar (ie: wildemess, the Orient) as a meam to mate imperhi i d d e s .  '" 
Through the "der", E m p a n s  d d  define themselves, their piace m the world, md negdiae 

gender, c h ,  rnd eibniciîy. 

Accordiag to hllips, imperulirtic ideologies developed through British ouidoor 

advame nanaives whereby Canada providai ''appommlies to explore tbe Aillest possible 

raoge of manul and mdaphoricai mrpping~."'~~ By deconstnicting adventure stories ni& as 

man's utapia," as they: 

"mapped a w d d  view that p M  B* at d# (imperhi) ai*n and colmies 
iike Cnuoe's Llrnd at the mugias. 'Ihey nmppd Biilisb caastn~crioar of 
race (mughly speakmg, white C m  m relasim to n011-white 'savages'), its 
CLOS system ( C m  as ms&r, Fnday as slave), br p d e r  (Cnwe as 
ruasculme, nature as fmhbe), religion (Cnis# as Chnsbsi, 'savages' as . . uonainrrimJ) and Lnguoge ( C m  ha spokm and wriüen command of the 
Enghsh language, Fridry is relatively mute)."1n 

- - - - - - - -  

'" Edward W. Said, Orimtalism (New York: Pantheon Books, 1978), pp. 1-2 

15' John R Short, Imagined Count~~: Sxiety, Culture and Environment (New York: Rodeâge, 

1991), pp. 58-66 

Richud Phillips, Mpping Men anà Empire: A Geogrupb of Aàvenrure (ïmdan md New 

Yok: Roiitledge, 1997), p. 17 

la Riçhid Phillips, Mqping Men und Empire: A Geogruphy of Adenmm (Lmdai a d  New 

York: Rdedge,  1997), p. 17 



The construction of wildemess, or "Robinson C m  islandn, aiso implied denyhg 

inchgrnous popuiaticms their owm history. E a q w m  viewed distaut lui& as "empcy" spaces and 

landsapes f i r  discovery and exploitation? As Keams scrted, ''rscuriry of innocence wu vitll to 

the pleasure the imperial took in irs identity at home or abo~rd."'~~ Anti-historicism thercfore 

uivokeû "a distinction between Eumpean as the bearer ofhistory and the rest of the world as 

beyorid the mrgins ofhistory. Taken together with the injunaion to &due the wodd and fi11 it, 

this approach treaîed the indigenou peqles of the periphery as truiy niPrgrnrl."lY Since r a d  

Merence was never s e a d  in the colony, imperid i m e s  and r a d  pwky were a a a t u t d  

in the colonies. As Moyîes rued, to be British m Chah sipifieci superiorily of al thirigs 

B- a d e  chauvinism, md condescension toward aborigsnals, French Cadiam.  and 

~mericans.'" 

m o r y  of Ontuio Oriiithology 

Few histories of CPardi;m bIlbuatching have addressed questions of gender and 

impedism. R e s d  aii htario ornithology has fbcussed primuily on biographical sketches, 

popuiar histories. and o v e ~ e w s  ofthe develapment of r i d c  or prafessioaal No* Americim 

lY Edwad W. Said O~entalism, (New York P;intbeon Books, 1978), pp. 93-94; Muy LouiK 

Raq Imprial Eyos: Trmel Wnting md Transculiumtim (New Yd: Rnicledge, 1992)- p. 6 1 

and p. 134 

''' Gemy K m ,  "The inipexial subjaa: gbogrrphy and travel m the work of Mary Kingsley and 

Halfbrd MacICiuder," Trunsactiims of tk INtinte of British Geographers 22 (1993, p. 545 

'" Geny Kearns, 'me gnPerial subjecâ: geogzaphy and mvel m the wo* of- Kingsley and 

Haifid MacKinder," Transactions of the Iitsritute of Bntih G e o p p h e ~  22 (1997), p. 543 

ln RG Moyles, " Tmproved by Cultiwtim ': Engiish-C4~dian Plose to 1914 (?derbomgù, 

Onorio: B d v i e w  Press- 1994). p. 9 



omiihology such as the worlrs by AIIm, Kastner, anâ Mosms and ~eams.''' The coIIdon of 

uticles in Omithology in Ontario ofkeâ an d m e  of ornithologid advities in ûntario 

includùig infiuential figures in the field.'" Ainley's work ako mapped the development of 

Canadian omithology and pmvided valuable mformstim on key individuah and iasbtrrtions." 

For instance? Aialey described mid-16' ta the nid-1 9' ccnhvy Fwch and British 

navigators, explorers, and colouizers wbo obsemed, colieded, md desCnbed naturd history 

lss Eisa G. Men, The History of Amencan Omithology B&on Adubon (New York: R U p d  and 

Russell, 195 1); Joseph Kastner? A World of Watchers (Naw York: Ahed A. Knqf 1986); 

B a h  Meam and Richard Meams, Biogrophies for Birrhvatchers: The kïves of those 

Commemomted in Western Paleortic Bird Nimes (Laidon: Academy Press, 1988); Barban 

Msims and Richard Mans, A h b o n  to Xanncs: The Lws of t h e  Commemomted in No& 

Americcm BirdNumes floraato, Canada: Academic h, 1992); Barban Meams and Richard 

Meams, The Bird ColIectors (San Diego: Academic Press, 1998) 

'" Mvrin K. McNichoil and John L. Cranmer-Byng (eb.) Omathdogy in Onrario ('T'oraxto: 

Hawk Owl, 1994) 

O e  G. Aiirley's work on Ondian ornithology mcludes: Womm in North America 

omithology duriDg the Lst aoniry," The Intemutio~l Cmfirence on the Role of Women in .k 

Histov of &ence. Technology. und Medicine in the 1 P anà 2d Centuries. Vezprem, Augusr 1 5 

- 19. Cogerence Proceedingss. pp. 3-7; Fmn Natural History to A+ Biology: C a d i a n  

Oraithobgy, 186011950, PhD. Dhrkati011 (Mcraitnal: McGill University? 1985); "Last m the 

field? Cmsdim women natural scientists? 18 15-1 965," in Muiame G. Ainley (ai.) Despite the 

O&: Essqs on Cimadian Women und Sctence (Maxtmi, Vehicle Press, lm), pp. 2542; 

The emergence of Canadian omirholoer. an historiai ovemiew to 1950," in W.E. Davis Jr. and 

I.A. Jackson (eds) Cmbutions to tk History of North Amcrican ûmithlogy (Clinbridge, 

h m & u s d & ~ :  Ibë N d  Omirboi@cal Chb, 1995) pp. 283-302 



spcimens in c d . "  Since observatiotl ofbirds occuned as byprocbcts ofgeoenphic 

explorations; Canada's avifàuna, apcciolly in wuihan Ontario, remained lugsly unexploreci 

throughout these y-. Ahhough France was the fmt E u r q ~ m  pmer claim Outario, r d  

occupation did n a  ocair m s d e m  Ortario d l  the Biirish colonial The majority of 

omiibological adivity in Ontano therefore occumd in hc noidiem regions as British explorers 

and the Hudson's Bay Company amassed tlod and bmal specimea~.'~ Commiuioned by the 

Royai Society of London (est. 16621, Hudson's Bay Company employees coilcctsd and 

ddcumented birds for British s c i d c  institutions a d  private colledon. Major omirhological 

works such as Thomas PQOID~'S Arctic ZooIogy (1792) were baseci on these colIraiais. 

After Frmcc d e d  Canada to Britain in 1763, Bntirh explorations and colonitation 

providecl information m h e m  Orduio's avifhuna. Hcuaon published a cntial editicm of 

coalnbuîians of Sir John Richarboa (1 787-1865), surgeon- Who part icipa in the first 

two Fni*lin errpedit~dtls (1 8 19-22, l825-27), whicb includd a tour to S i m m  C e .  '" 

'" Marianne G. Aidey, 'The emergence of Canadian ocniîhology: m historical ovcrview to 

195 O," m W.E. Davis Ir. and I.A. Iackoa (eâs.) Cmtnbut io~~~ to the History of North Amricm 

Omithdogy, (Cambridge, Massa&-: Tbe Nuüdî Orndhdogical Club, 1995), pp. 283-302 

'O T m r  H. b r e  rnd Ricbud A. Jpmll, A Cunous Field-Bwk: Mence anà Sociery in 

Canadian Histtny (ïotbsto: Oxford University Press, 1974). pp. 3-7; Stuart C. HOUALm, "Eariy 

n a t d b t s  in Hu&- Bay, 1740-1780," m M.K. McNichoiî and J .L. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) 

Om?hology in Omm*o Cforanto: Hawk Owl, 1994), pp. 47-53 

la MuLmie G. Aidey, F m  Natwal History to Avim Biology: C . a n  OmithoIogy, 1860- 

1950, Ph.D. -011 (Montraal: Maiil1 University, 1985). pp. 1-38 

lu S m  C. hutm, Arctic Or&al: The Jmm1 of John Richardson, Swgeon-Ncriuraiist vith 

Franklin. 1820-1 822 (Kmgstcm: McGiil-Queeds University Press, 1984), pp. x x i - d ;  



Richadson d o c u m d  senrol species m the regiai. These apeditions provided infocmatiion 

h r  his work wûh W h  Swoiiwa (1 789-1 855) FM Boreuli-Americana; or. Tho wology of 

the northem parts of British America (1 829- 1 83 7). 

Bnmton describecl cc)lonists and British military &cers who stuâied Ontario's 

ornidhology, mc1uding Chades Fdergdl(1782- 1 WO), Wüliam Pope (1 8 1 1 - 1 W2), aud Hezuy 

~adaeld. '" Bah Bruut- and Ainley concluded 'Ihomas McIiwnilb wct probably the most 

innu-1 pesoci in the admc6meut of omithology in the He O@ networks 

ofco11ectors and pubiished the ht canprehsasive work on the province's avihum m his Bir& 

of Ontun'o (1 886). Bmuta~ and Ainley ais0 n d  that mechanics' institides ad ndurPl b r y  

societies orgnnwd naturd bislory achvities in southem -O throughout the second half of the 

ninaemth«mbiry. Such orgaoinoocis included the Canadian h s t i t ~  (est. 1852) and the 

û t f m a  Field NIIunlirrc Club (est. 1879), whicb origmrlly bepn as the Oaawa Natural Hiztory 

Society (est. 1863)."' 

Mananne G. Ainley, F r m  Natumi Histoty to Avion Biology: Cmdian Ornithology. 186û-1 PXI, 

W.D. DisPaiPricm (Mcmtd: M c W  Universiîy, 1985), pp. 19-21 

lU Daniel F. Brunton, "nie &y years ofornithology m ûutario: scnathem Omuio h m  

Cbuipiaiu to Mcllwraith (1600-1886)," m M.K. McNichoil and J.L. Claimer-Byng (edr.) 

OrnithoIogy in Ornono ('I'omxto: Hawk OwI, 1994), pp. 54-71 

" Marianne G. Ainley, 'Thomas M c ~ ~  (182401903) aud the Bir& of Ontario," m M.K. 

McNicholl and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (eâs.) Omithobgy in Ontdo (ïomto: W k  ûw!, 19941, 

p p  Viii-e 

167 Mariaxme G. Aiiiley, From Naturarl History to Anan Bioio:  Ciandan Omi~tblogy, 1860- 

1950, R.D. Diuerarion (Mouireai: McGiii University, 1985). pp. 3941; IlmielF. Bnmroa, 

'The d y  years ofomioiology in Oniuio: southern ûntario biom Champlain to Mciiwrakh 



m i n g  in secmd hrlf ufthe nineteeath+xntury, Cadian omimolagy eveutualiy 

 lied on Amcrican n>r omithological acrivities. From 1850-1887, sptcimciis were na d y  sent 

to England, but to the Amerian musairm and instinitidll~ as w e ~ .  '* EUiott Coues's (1 842- 1899) 

Key to North Amrican Bir&: Containhg a conczse a c m t  of ewry species of living und fossii 

btrd at present known fiom the continent nonh of the Mexim and United &tes bomhry  

( 1  872) was a very pcpular rwte for CIludUD ornithol~gists.'~ Furthemore, the Smitùscmiaa 

hdîuîion evotved d o  the ceutre of nahur) history studies in North A d a  with the Assistant 

Secretary Spencer Fdlertoa Baird (1823-1887).lm Wdb the establishment ofthe American 

~ o l o g i s t s '  Union (AOU) in 1883, the rmjority of Canadian amateur omirhologicrr kmked to 

the ünited Sates fw d objectives and techniques. Thomas McIlwnirh wu aae of the 

AOU's founding members. Oncc the AOU estabLished its objectives, North Amena 

omithology s&arteù to professiiocislue by the end ofthe ninetesmb-c-. 

AWough these histories of Canadian omichology bave piwided important sources aud 

information on the developmenî ofomitbology m Oatprio, they bave n a  analyzed the a d M y  as 

(1600-1886)," in M.K. McNichoii and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) Omithology in h tmo 

(Tor~~tto: h w k  Owl, 1994)' pp. 54-71 

le Muirime G. Ainiey, From Nafurof History to Avim Biobgy: C d a n  OrnirMogy, i86& 

1950, h . D .  -011 (Moutreil: McGiU University, 1985), pp. 25-27 

16' Daniel F. Bruuton, UIbe d y  yean OfomitholOBy in Ontario: d m  Omuio h m  

Champlain to M c U M  (1600-1886)," m M.K. McNichoU and I.L. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) 

OmithoLogy in Ontario flomido: ILwk hl, 1994), p. 64 

frn MuLmie G. My, From Nanuai History to Avim &ology.- C d a n  Omîthuiogy. 1860- 

1950. R.D. -011 (MQLlttblil: McGiLl Uni-, 1985), pp. 25-27; Debra Liiiduy, The 

Maidrm Beginnings of Subo~ctic 0mrmthdogy: Comesponùénce to the Smidisonian I~lintim, 

1856-1 868 ( w i :  Manit& Record Society, 1991) 



a cuminl phenonwiion nor showed hm the activity providecl d g  to people's iives. 

Furthermore, they focussed on birdwaehllig as science, rathcr thim exrmiiung the vuiour ways 

that birdwatchers perœived birds aesthddy, rodca l l y ,  or spiriluDUy within the naturai 

history tradition. In contnq the themes of genda and inperialism in the comtat of Canadiaa 

bidwatching as recreaticm are cerrtral to this thesis. 



CtiAPTER 3: THE CULTURE NATURAL HISTORY IN SOUTHERN ONTARIO, 1791- 

1886 

This chapter examines the historical and cultural antecedents of recreational birdwatching 

in southern ûntario, 179 1 - 1886. Establishing the fouadatm for the actiwty pennits a criticai 

analysis of the e f f w  of empire, ethnicity, class, and gender on southem -rio recreational 

birdwatching in subsequent chapten. British natural history arose as a cuitural phenornenon with 

the exploration and "discovery" of lands new to Eumpe.In Through the difision of British 

natural history, British rnilitary officers, trawllers, and settien engaged in the activity while in 

southem Ontario, 179 1- 1886. 

The European age of "dwcovery" initiated a renewed interest in nature, batb overseas and 

in Europe, by the eiyhteemh-cent~r~.'~ W i  increasing curiosay about exotic species new to 

scientists, na<ural history became a distinct field of knowledge and an organuing pMciple for the 

study of visible nature tbat replaced classical works on naairal history such as P h y  the Elder's 

(AD 23 - 79) Nahrral ~ i s tow . '"  Gathering specimens, building up collections, and naming and 

171 Paul L. Farber. Finding Order in Nahtre: The Nahtral!st Tradition-from Linnaetcs to E O. 

Wilson (Baltimore and h d o n :  Ibe Joha Hopkuis University Pressy 2000), pp. 22-36 

in Victoria Dickenson, Drawnfrom Lfe: Science and Ari in the Portqal  of the Ntrw World 

(Toronto: University of Toronto, 1998), p. 6; John Batîalio, The Rhetoric of Sçience in the 

Evolution of American Ornithologcal Discourse (Stdord, Corn.: Ablor Pub., 1998), pp. 2 1-22; 

Paul L. Farber. FindiMg Order in Nawe:  The NaturaIist Traditionjhm Linnaeus to E.O. Wilson 

(Baltimore and Lcadon: ïhe  John Hopkins University Press, 2000), pp. 22-36 

tn P b y  the Elder was a Roman savant and author of Narural Hîstow, an encyclopedic work on 

the Roman world. His work remainecl an authonty on scieotinc matters up ta the Middle Ages. 



cl-g new species became the primaxy project of Eumpean curunlUu prior to Damm, and a 

medium for a p r e d d  Christh society to undentand the workings of God through naûîral 

dieology. '" B a d  on Car1 Liaiireus's (1 707- 1778) System Nuturea (1 73 l), nrtunlisLc orgamzed 

the oatunl world into a universal language and smgle cLssificaSi011 d e m e  thn sigdkautly 

cfranged the way that e d u d  Europeans viewed 

When Prrunl hinory floufished with the cdonizati011 ofNorth America, the continent 

became a co11ecting ground for mmy Eurcpean ii.tunlists mai& to codbute to sciace. 

For example, Mark Catesby (1682-1749), an Englirh artist- tmvelled to British North 

America m 1712 9 order to saûs@ a ''passima& derire of vie* as weU the Animal and 

Vegetable Roducticms in dieir Native Couutries; which were Sûangers to Engh~d."'~~ By 1743, 

Tho Nmral History of Cadina Rondo, unù the &rhumas was the pioducâ ofhis Nor& 

Americoa tour and became the fïrst d b u t i c a  to Americrn bud stuây m the eigbenthanûuy. 

Although he never kitcd Caua&, hU wo* provideci a glimpse of'Wew World" omYrl b r y  

fw eager travtlling-mûdsts who w d d  subsequdy visil OntSrio. Moreove, Ckesby m e d  

his way by coUcaing Amencra spechens and selling them to more sedentary EumpePn 

Vicîoria Dickenson, Drawnfiom Lifé: Science and An in the Portrayial of the New WorId 

(Toroofo: University of T o m ,  1 998), p. 6 

'" Mary Laiire Raq ImpenuI Ews: T r m l  Wfiting anù TranscuIiurution ( ï ~ d o a  k d  New 

York: Raitledge, 1995), p. 27; Victoria Dickemon, D n m f i o m  Life: Science &An in the 

Portrayul of the New World (Tomxto: University of Tomiito Ras, 1998), pp. 189-192 

'" . U n  C .  Jdc ins ,  The Nhvoiists: Piorteers of Narurai Histoty (Lopda: Hami& HMilton, 

1978), pp. 30-32 

'" H. McBuiky, Mark Cazesby 'o N i r a i  Htstory ofAmericw &mdm: Merreii H o l m  1997), 

P. 8 



iiaauolinr and arktcmm cager to expand their colîections with New World specimm~.'~ From 

the sewmtenthsenbiry cmwards, d e r  Eumipe~ii exploren, tmvellers, a d  colonizers providecl 

specimens and i n f o d o n  on North Arnerican iuainl history fbr Eumpaan iutunlists.'" These 

o b s e m  fell imo f w  gra>ps: residcats such as colonists, militay or naval offictrs on w, 
mvellen and explorers, and residm employees of the Hudsm's Bay ~onpaa~. '"  As private 

patmage fiindeci the majonty of these exp&ons, European "closet" naturaLists miid not mly 

on exploren and aveliers fbr spccimens, but also upaa w&y Mnocnu who rpaisod and 

housed armual history  collection^.'^ 

By the early e ~ g h e a t h ~ ,  memben ofthe British elite had transfi;ormed rÿdurpl 

history inlo a fishionable activiry as they acquued new and unique natuai objeds h m  the 'Ncw 

~orld."'" Abwgh mainly uiQocraLI collec<cd aPtunl "auiosities" in Fnmce, the B a  

rn Elsa G. Men,  The History ofAmencan Omithology Before Audubon (New York: Russell and 

Russeil, 195 l), pp. 463477; H.  McBurky, Mark Cutesby 's Nafural Histmy of Amenca (Lxradm: 

MerreU Holberton, 1997) 

'" MaMime G. Ainley, 'The emmgence of Canadipi om~thology: an histoncal ovewiew to 

1950," in W .E. Davis Jr. and J. A. Jackson (eds) Conm'htions to the History of No& Amencan 

Omithology (Cambridge, Massachus~s: The Nuttali ûmithologial Club, 1995), p. 284 

'" Victoria Dickenson, Drawnjmom L@: &ence d A n  in the Pomoyrl of the New World 

florcnnto: University of Tomato, 1998), pp. 190- 19 1 

180 European namahs  were considerd bbcloset" or "abihtay' nammhts ifthey âid n a  condua 

their oam fieldwok Lym Barber, n>o H e p @  of Naturai History, l82W 870 (tcndan: Butler 

and Tamer, 1 N O ) ,  p. 40 

"' From au anaipis d723 18' aiilnry coiiedions, Potnian mwmd thst nuiarl hidory 

mtteriais dommmd the fadr and Wons duriagthe La haifoftùe ceatury. Coiiectors inciuded 

the elite of scholus, lawym, doaors, and autiquuimr. K Pomh, Collectors md Curioslties: 



essanirlly papulariz4d the adivity, as e h  gcntiemen dupersed durhg the summer to their 

estates and congregated to Laidon in the whter for Royal Society meetingr.lR k Fubar 

'%y the eighteenh-ccntury. g d m e n  ca~tidered a mdest collection a wccssary acamtmnee 

like a carriage or a set of silver."'" 

Training in "CUCiosrty" inhially begm wih the Eumpean Grrnd Tau, which cappd 

young British gdemcn's e h  educati011.'~ S m a  "auiosiry" involved wonder and admiration, 

y ~ m g  a&omüs retumd to England h m  their ir Mu radies of nature and art on which they 

basal their ~011ectiais. Moreover, v i d g  naunl b r y  objects was qproved by the cleqy, as 

the activity involved the dmiritao of W s  woilrs, and cciarequdy apprcciatian of the *dom 

Paris und Venice: l(ioO-l8ûû (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990); Lynn L. Memii, 

The Rontance of ~ctoriun NafuruZ H i s t o ~  (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989). pp. 1 1 - 
17; Paul L. Farber, Finding Order in Nume (Baihmore: Tbe John Hopkins University Reu, 

2000). pp. î2-36 

'= M e  WhmLer, "Ibe c u b e  of curiosity," m N. Jarcfjae, J.A. Secord a d  E.C. Spaq (ah.) 

C u h e s  ofNatumi Histov (Cambridge: Cambridge üniversiîy Press, 1996), pp. 15-90 

" Paui L. Farber, Findng Order in NUJWV ( Bilrimore: The John Hopkins Uninnity Press, 

2000). pp. 22-23 

A circuit of western Europe wu undertakm by the werfrhy in Society fw cuiîm7 eduaria~, 

h& and pleasure, and was a major fbtm oftnvel ab& f h m  the 1 4  to the nnt part ofthe 

i9'ceadwy. JOhl)Tawna7~eOrrndTair:ahyphucmthe~d~"ArrnoIsof 

Tourhm Resemch 12,3 (1985), pp. 297-333. Coimoies rurb as My, Frmce, aad hmany  

assumed an important role m the IMs oftàe affluent in B*. Jobn Towner7 An Mstoricol 

Geogrrrphy of Recreation md Tourism in ph0 Western World (Chichester, UK: John Wiky and 

Sas, 1996), pp. 96138 



and power ofthe These views were later supported by intellectuals sucb as William 

Paley ( 1 743- 1 805) in his Nafural Theoiogy, or Evidence of the Exzstence and Attributes of the 

Die p. CoIZected fiom the Appenrancrs of Nature (1 802). " 

Privileged amateur aaturalists develaped museums Tw tbeir collections during their 

leisure tirne, hcluding Su Ashton Lever (1 729- 1 788), who established a vast collection of natural 

history materials, f h t  described in The Gentlernun f Magazine in May 1773. in order to support 

his growing museum, Lever leased an estate at Leicester Fields and disrged an exorbitant fee for 

admission. H i s  collections cmsisted of specimens brought from ships that had visted the 

Americas, the india, and fiom the second and third voyages of Captain Cook ( 1772-75 and 

1 776-79).lS' 

Aristocratie women also maintaineci a roie in the collection of naturai history specimens 

during the second half of the eighteenth-century. Anna Blackburn (1  726-1 793), Lever's cousin, 

maintameci a naturd curioaity museum. "Her own collection of birds, mec&, corals, and shells, 

is extensive, and contaios rnany specimeos of rare and curious productions, arranged in her 

museum at Fairfield," as me cntic staed in The Gentlemun s Magazine m 1794.'" Her museum 

of North Amencan bird specimens in Oxford, England, led to the description of numerous species 

la' Katie Whitaker, "The culture of curiosity," in N. Jardine, I.A. Secord and E.C. Spary (eds.) 

Cultures of Nafural History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, l9%), pp. 75-90 

116 Carla Yam& Naiure S Mrueums: fictorian Skience and th4 Architecture of Display 

(Baltimore7 Maryland: The John Hopkins University Press, 1999), pp. 33-34 

117 C.E. Jackscm, Sarah Stone: Natural Curiositiesfiom the New Worfds (London: Merrell 

Holbertm Publishem and The Natural Hidory Museum, 1 W8), pp. 37-49 

118 Anon, Gentleman 's Magazine 44 (Jan-June 1 794), p. 180 



f b m  BritUb Noah Amerka by 'Thornas Peimonr (1 726-1 798) m his Arctic 200logy (1784-85).'m 

Pemant, a warhby aud emineut ux)Iogisf publishd severai works on ornithology and was 

wideiy r a d  by European natmMs.lm 

Bnrirhuicrocntssiso~nahirp1historyasprrtdthespo~~on,~a 

"the saidy of nnrural b r y  and the coiie&g of specimens bad ôeen scen as a worthy intaest d 

the eliie."'gl While traditid bird himriag fbcussed on game species such as partridge and 

pbeasauts, sportsman- begau recordmg and coiiecting mgbirdc and ather ncii-game 

species. A number ofccimtry gdemen ais0 began practicing taxidermy and minmg bu&, 

which they coiledeci on thei. iportmg excursio(~s." As they k a m e  M e d  taxidermists. bud 

coIIedors m o d  theu p u e  in pleashg and life-Ue pontions, f i c h  encourageci b e r  and 

more numerous coileciiaas. Soms elitc Brirish womm rLo auffw birds. For nuipk, Dr. 

Robar P h  refêmd to Madame OfRey, "'a lady that has im awUeut artifice in pnreMng 

binic.'"'* Throughout the eigbenth- and niaaanch-cemUnes, ornitùohgy remabed an 

lm Anna Bhckbuin Jso corresp011ded wirh Mme ofthe leadhg nnrwlisrr of ha time, sucà as 

JohaM Reinhoid Foxsîer. Thomas Pennant, Car1 Liantsus, and Peter Sbcm Psllrs. Barka 

Mearns and Richard Meam, A h b o n  to Xànîw: The h s  of tbse Commemo~uted in North 

Amencon Bird Names ~or0m0, Canada: Audemic Press, 1992), pp. 89-93 

Victoria Dickmon, D m j i o m  hfé: kence and An in the Pomajal of the N i  World 

flomto: Uniwmty of Tomam, 1998), pp. 201-204 

191 John M. MacKenzie, n e  Empire ofNattire: Hinting Conserwtion ond Britfsh Impnalism 

(Bbchesier Manchester University h, 1988), p. 35 

ln David E. Men, The Natwaiist in Britmn: A Socla1 Histov (Landon: Men Lae, 1976). pp. 

34-35 

lm KKei rhmas, Mm mid the NcrtumI WwId: Chanang AMNdu k England 1500-1800 (New 

Yo*: Pantheon Books, 1983). p. 282 



u i s o c n r i ~ ~ ~ ' b e s t p u i n # d b y t h c e n m t r y g e n i l ~ a o d i e i r o w a ~ .  Ifaaewantedto 

coliect birds, or evm id- hem with cortOiptY? one needed to own a gun a d  the ri@ u> cury 

it. rrt94 For the most p a  bird coliedmg remabcd an elirict activity in Bnirin since the landecl 

gentry com~lled a m  to h d g  gmunds in tbe caiollyside. 

'The taste for nminl b r y  i n d  wirh the rise of the Romrnric movement, which 

ooincided with Britah's rapid i n m a  a d  uibraizerion by the ead ofthe e i g b e d -  

cent~ry.~~~ Nature was elevated to worship, u cbRaus~eau believed in the innocc~lce ofnature, 

Wordsworth fek iîs moraiising bah," and "Rudrin preached n a t u  as mord  la^."'^ Nature's 

Ioorbinge&ctmthctroubld&dfrsqudyahdumforuLmgupthcsPdyof 

araaol history.'" By the he eigblemth-cenairyT "gQtlemen and ladia developed a taste fbr 

waks in the w d .  bird-watcbg and collethg she~s."'" Mofeover, as dw search for wiid 

name bcame und- thraigh Edmund Burke's (17294791) aesthetics ofthe beautifid and 

sublime, dite Brituh tm&s searchecl for ~ o n - r o w b g  mcumrin rcenery, wiidemcu, oceans 

md daerts wimm thtir amtxy and a b d . "  The new approach to nature %as no longer to 

lY Lym Barber. The Heyday of Natwal History, 18220-1870 (Indon: Butler and Tanner, l98O), 

p. 37 

'" Nicolette Scaiise, nia ficton'm d Thdr Rowers (Londoii : C m m  Helm, 1983). pp. 10- 

14 

'* Nicolette Scarne, The fictorims d t k i r  FIowen (Loadon: C m m  He& 1983). p. 10 

'" Nicolette S«nure, n e  Yictori41~~ dnd t k i r  FIuwers (London: C m m  Heùn, 1983), p. 49 

198 CU1P Yanni, Nimue 's Mt(seirms: Victonan Science anà the Arehttecture of Displqy 

@ahmore: Jobiu Hopkins University Ras. 1999), p. 5 

John Tmer,  An Hisrorid Geogruphy of Recreation d Tourism in the Western Woru 

I54W940 (Chichestery UK: John Wiley, 1996), pp. 96138; Eùmund Burke, The SSlbIime anà 

Be4utzt (-rd: &&rd University Press, 17%) 



record w b t  one saw phrmy and accurately, the aim now wu to record me's reactious - and the 

liveiier these reaaiais.. . the more 'tastefd' the contact with sature was assumed to have 

ben. "lbO 

By the nineteeath-aatuy, the hc aud nrhiaar ofthe elite filtered dom m Bntrin's 

Nmg midde-class. Gilbert White's (1 720-1793) Naturui Histoty und Antiquities of Seborne 

(1 789), and budwatcher Thomas Bewick's (1753-1 828) worlo d h e d  bidwmtcbg as a raCiaial_ 

religiws, d respectable activity that shapcd the morals and characten d a  s ~ ~ i b l e  individual. 

Accorcûng ta 'Thom Bewick, "a good nmurlÿt catma k a bsd mm.''m1 Monover, "in no part 

ofthe animal creatiou are the wisdom, the goodness, a d  the bainry of Providence d q l a y d  in a 

more lively mmiier thrn in the structure, &mation, and wiour endowmuxts ofthe fbtherd 

t r i b d m  The d y  ofnoruipl Wry thuefbre ôecazne a dcnniag tcaun o f m i d d l e s l u  

sotie. 

The incrcuirig pop* ofninurl history and birdwachiig towub the md of the 

e i ~ ~  a f k t e â  na only the British a home, but aiso the pastimes of Bdhh milarry 

&cers, the travel patterns ofwealthy and middle-ciass tOuriStS, and the r e c ~ e a t i l  activities of 

British immigrants in saahan Ontario h m  179 1-1 886. ibne individaris o b r d  and 

collectai bu& primuily witb gunr; and uiussd birds' skhs, eggs, nests, poinmigs, and 

omirbology books srRthm the British mtumi mtni iLicm.  Binbmtchers thdore htqmtai 

200 David E. Allai, nie Nufuralist in Britain: A Wd History (Landon: Allai Lane, 1976). p. 54 

"' Gilbert White wu an En@& araurürt and clergyman. Thomas Bcwick was a prinîmaker 

and illwrnror who made impoipm cmtribiitions to wood mgraving. Thomas Bewic4 A History 

of British Bir& VOL 2. Wàter Btnk (Newcastle Upon T', UK: Frank Onhm, 1971), p. 7. 

Ibe W edition wu publidied m 1805. 

" ?bomu Bewick, A History of B a r h  Bi&, vol- 1. knd Bi& ( N t w d e  L@m Tyne: FrmL 

Graham, 1971)' p. W 



bath scieace and art, and represented bids in aesthdc, spirituai, and sciaitific faShias, o f b  

sinniItan8ously. Smee there was Lirtle distinction b m m  professional and amateur omithologists 

prior to the late nineteeatbantury, anyme who wlleaed or observed nature during one's leisure 

t h e  was ccmsidered a artuntist. However, tor p q o s e  of this study, natudk& who were 

armmissioaed on expeditioas, employed by patrons, or cotiexted for instihdioas were not 

considerd recrdoaal bdwatchers, as they observed or coiiected birds as part oftheu work. 

The Devdopwnt of Rcereitiond Birdwitching in Soutbern Ontario 

The fmt birdwatchen of h o  were the aboriginal peogles of Cana& who inhabited 

the region prior to Eurogean ampatioa. For the Huron, Algooquin, and Cree tribes, bis& 

remained integral to their worldview, as experimced tbrough subsistence hunting and ceremmial 

practiœs. The Ojibway relied upon b d s  as a means to predict "the changes of the world, the 

aiterations of s e w n s ,  and the cornhg state ~ f t h i n ~ s . " ~ ~ ~  The comings and gouigs of migratory 

bkds infiuenced First Nations' aihral practices. "Eagies, geese, and robins knew of the adveut 

of autumn and wouid lave fôr the south.. . Bluebirds and mbins knew wben to return to their 

summering grounds''?' 

The Ojibway of Ontario were also keen observen of bird behaviour iu order to determine 

people's tdemic rymb~l r . '~  "Each animal syrnbolised an ideal to be soughî, attameâ, and 

perpetwbd," whicb the Anishnabeg, an Ojibway clan, mdeavoud to emubte certam animal 

Basil lohiutoa, Ojibwq Hen'ruge Uorcmto: McCleUaad and Stewart, 1990), pp. 52-53 

Bad JO- Ojibwoy Herftuge nomto:  McClelLnd and Stewart, lm), pp. 52-53 

T'le Ojibway are an Algoapuinlpeaking peqb. Bonl Johnsîon, Ojibwuy Henrage (ïomio: 

McClelland and Stewart, 1990) 



diaraderistics. " For examp1e7 the cogk symbolized cange, the hawk embodied deliberaeicm 

and foresi* and the locm risnifieci fidelity? 

As a resuit, asaive kiowledge of bink anci d e r  witdlifc was vital to Eumpeao explorers' 

understanding ofthe New ~ o r l d "  Aboriginal knowledge suppliexi Europeans with armas of 

species and information ai the life-histories of North Aiwncan svifauna." One of the first 

worlu on Canada's omimology, Arctic ZooIogv (1784-85) by 'Ihomas Pcmum, was besed cm 

observations h m  Huâson's Bay Company employees who in tum retied heavily an abonpals 

fbr iaformafion on birdc for their work.210 More importantiy, mrny ofthe obsemtions and 

colleaicm of natunl history specimeas in the Hudsan Bay waahd ware conduc&ed by the 

DL Jlahndoq Ojibwuy Hentage flonmto: McCleUIDd and Stewart, 1990). p. 53 

Bail Jobuton, ûjibwuy Heritage floro~to: McCleiiand and S m  1990), p. 53 

Mariame G. Ainley, "Ibe emcrgence of Cauadian ornithoiogy: an bistoncal o v e ~ e w  to 

1950," in W.E. ainp JI. and J.A. Jackson (eds.) Connibutions to the History of North Amorican 

OmithoLogy (Cambridge, M . a s s a c h ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ :  The N d  Omiîhoiogid Club, 1995). pp. 283-302 

m9 Joseph Kastner, A World of Wotchers (New York: A b d  A. Knopf 1986), pp. 6-7; Marianne 

G. Ahdey, “The emergmce of C a m ê b  omith01ogy: a historid ovwiew to 1950," m W.E. 

Davis Jr. and J.A J a c b  (eàs.) Contri&utions to the Histov of North American ûmithofogy 

(Cambridge7 M a s s a c b ~ :  'Ibe N d  Omthological Club, 1995), pp. 283-302 

*'O Thomas P- Arctic Zoology -dan: H .  h g b ,  1784-85). Smuel Herne (1 745-1792) 

and Anârew Graham ( c l  1815) wwtwo ofthe many Hudson Bay ernployees who CibCOrded and 

collectecl biràs m the Hudroa Bay region tbtaigbout the 18& eanbily. 'Ihomps Painmr (1726- 

1798) acknowledged the ieo in his contn'butians m his adwrtisement. 



aborigmrl woann who hrmd rrlati-s witb Hudson's Bay Company emp10yees.~" 

Accordmg to Ainley, the First Natiiais were the "first wktauts of Canadian ornith~lo~~.'~'* 

While New Fmce (1534-1763) established settlements aimg the St. Lawrence River, 

d e m  ûntario mmrined Lrgely unpopuiated by French colonists as scatterd trading posts and 

fons were stntegicaily locPed aloag Lake Onturio and Lake o ne.'^ Except ptr a d fimiing 

d e m e n t  m the Detroit ara, the region iacked a network of htcophcme d e r s  who d d  bow 

obsewed bir& in the region. The Fraich explorers nnh as Samuel de Chunpiab fht reportecl 

cm sauthem Ontprio's avifhuna hr European ccnmq~im."' For example, durkg an errpeckion 

"' Mmy Natjve women huaded and asdcd wdb Hudsoa's Bay employees. Syivia Vm Kitk, 

Mary Tencipr Ties: Wornen in Fur-Tm& Socrety, 1670-1 870 ( W i e g :  Wawri and Dwyer, 

19801, pp. 58-73; Marianne G. Amley, 'Zob m the fieM? Cmrdim women naüual scientists, 

1815-1965." m -e G. Aidey (d.) Despite the O&: Ess~~ys on Candian Women anù 

science (Montreai, Vehick Press, 1990). pp. 25-27 

212 Mariamie G. Ainley, "Ibe ewrgmce of Canadian ornichology: ai historiai o v e ~ e w  to 

1950,"in William E. Davis Jr. and Jerome A Jackwa (edr.) Contributions to the History of Nonh 

Amencan OniithoIogy (Cambridge, Massadiusdts: The ~ o l o g i c a l  Club, 1995), p. 

284 

'13 h e d  pods were located at Fort Frmtenac, Fort N i a m  Fort DetroS and Fort 

Michilinuckimac. G a l d  M. Craig, Uppr  CariPdcl: The Formotïw Years (ïoroato: McClelhd 

a d  S m  1%3), pp. 1-2 

'14 C. MacNamara, 'Yhmplain as a natdkt," The candiun FioId-Nufur~&ist 40 (1926), 

pp.125-133; Elsa G. AUen, n>e History of Amencan Oinithology Beyore Atuàùbon (New York: 

Russell and Rusd, 195 l), pp. 429430; Helen Quilliam, nit H i s t o ~  of the Bir& of Kngston. 

Ontario (Km*: Kingston Field Nlauralists, 1973), pp. 8-9; MG. Aidey. F m  Nanual 

History to Avian BioZo~: Colsodim Om~thology, 1860.1950. Ph.D. Diuartiitiao (Martnal: 



in 1615-1616, Simuel de ChPmplarn, au explorer, geographer, wldier, SUNCyOr and  CO^^, 

was the füst E m p e m  to travel up the ûüawa River to Miittrws River, Lake Nipissing, Fraich 

River, and the Georgia Bay, mcludmg Lake Simca by I h d  waterways and po~ages to Bay of 

~uc ide .~ '~  (n, this trip, he descnibed wiidfowl su& as "many cranes, white Wre ~ n s ,  and d e r  

wiety of birb like thore in t rance.'^'^ One r n d  iater, ai the r e t m  trip near Laigbborough 

M e ,  he reportal "a large arnouut of guae as S m ,  White Cranes, ûutades, Ducks, Teai, h g  

?nnisb, krlq Snipe, Gase and severai d e r  km& offowl too numerom to 

McGiU University, 1985), pp. 2 4 ;  Diniel Bnmtoa, m e  w l y  ycur ofomirhology in ontario: 

sorilhem (hdano h m  Champlain to McIlwniih 1600 1886," m M.K. McNichoU and J.L. 

Craumer-B yng (edr .) Omirhology in ûntafio -y, ontano: Hawk Owl, 19949, pp .54-70 

'l' C. MKNamara, b'CbampLin as a ominliq" Thp Camdian Field-NrnraJist 40 (1926), 

pp. 125-1 33 ; MPrimne G. M e y ,  Fmm Numraf History to Avicm Biologyr CaMdian 

Om'thology, 186M950. PhD. DkKrCatiotl (Moibicpl: McGiil Univnsly, 1985). pp. 24; Trevor 

H. Levere and Richud A. Jarreil, A Curiouc Fieu-Book: Science and S d e y  in C d a n  

Histoy (ïoraxto: Oxtad UiWenity Press, 1974)- pp. 3-7; Richud Glover, &me Canucfian 

Ornithofogsts flm: Ibe Tbows Fisher Rare Book Libriuy, Univenrty ofToraato, Ml), p. 

I 

=16 Percy A. Tavaner coachided dirr the birds were aibooping cranes, which are n w  d d e d  to 

western Canada. h C. MacNauwa, "ChmpLio as a -" The C d m  FteWNanrralist 

40 (1926), pp. 125-133 

**' HclQ QuillYm, Tho Hirtory of the Birdr of i(ingn<m, Ontario (Kingston: Kingston Fieid 

Naûdists, 1973), p. 9 



Although Champlain probably did nd ship birds back to France, collecting specixnens for 

d y  was promoted by the Académie Royale des Sciences in Paris. "' For instance, René- 

Antoine Ferchauit Réamur (16834757) distributed to al1 commanders of French forts in Arnerica 

instructioas fbr collecting and sending information on New France's natural history to Jean- 

François Gaulthier (1708-1 756), a correspondent to the Académie. Fumiermore, Marquis de la 

Galissoniere, govemor of New France, encouraged the use of natural bistory in the mid- 

eighteenth+entury.2'9 

Othen who disseminated knowledge about North American birds to Europe included the 

French missimary and traveller Pierre-François-Xavier Charlevoix (1682- 176 1) and the Marquis 

de Chastellux d o  trawlled throughout Quebec and the American  colonie^.^ Paer Kalm ( 17 16- 

1779), the Swedish naturalist and Limaean student, travelled to New France in order to examine 

New World plants to transplant in ~ w e d e n . ~ '  Kalm visited three regions - Ontario, New York 

and parts of Pemsylvania - Crom 1747 to 175 1. Pnmarily a bdanid, he documenteci the vanous 

21s Trevor H, Levere and Richard A. larrell, A Curioirs Field-book: Science and Society in 

Canadian History (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1974). pp. 3-7; Marianne G. Ainley, From 

Nattrraf Histow to Avian Bîologvr Canadian Ornithofogv. f 1 8 6 O - M O ,  W.D. Dissertation 

(Montreal: McGill University, 1 985), pp. 1 - 10 

*" Peter Kalm, The America of 1750 (New York: Dover Publication, 1770), p. 504 

220 Elsa G. Allen, The Hisiory of American Ornithology Before Audubon (New York: Russell and 

Russell, 1 W), pp. 503-506 

221 Elsa G. Men,  î l e  History ofArnericm Ornithoiogy BeMe Audubon (New York: Russell and 

Russeli, 195 1), pp. 507-5 1 1 



the various birdr he a b i d  such as the floclu of passaiger pigeon n e u  Niagara Faiis, *ch L 

nrrt published in Tho Gentlemun's Magazine m 1758." 

Miüt8I-y Occup8~n 

The British miiitary participaîed in recreatiiooal omithology while stationed abrood. 

Ammg those commissiowd to British Nortb Amena, several n-orthy &cers engageci m the 

acrivity whiie sening in the Seven Years' War and the Amencan Revolutim. For example, 

Charles Blagden (1 748-1820), George Mcmagu (1 75 1-1 8 15) who bah amassed bird collections 

while on duîy duiiag the American ~evolut io i i .~  Sir Chvla Biagden, a En* medical 

officer, counted and c d l d  birds to occupy his time d i l e  on a b u d  a Bntich wuship.* On a 

m Peter Kahn, The Americu of 1750 (New York: Dover Publication., 1770), p. 701; m e 1  

Bnmton, 'We early yean ofornithology in ûnîario: s d e m  Onîario h m  Chuipk to 

Mcilwraitù 1600 to 1886," m M.K. McNicboU and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) Omithology in 

Ontario (Whitby, Oniuio: Hawk hi, 1994), pp. 54-70 

Oihen iuciuded Captam Thomas Anburey, who s e M d  in the American Revoîuticm and 

descn'bed and c o i i d  North Amtricm bitds vPhile in the service ofthe Bncish amy. Anburey 

made a cdlectîon of- birb fw a fiend m Enghâ, and included dariled desmiptioas of 

bird species -ch as the hummingbirà and its nest and eggs m numemus leüers to his ûîuuis m 

Britajn. By 1789, he w ~ c e  Trmls t h m g b u t  the Interior Purîs of North America bawd on his 

îraveis h m  Lake CbPiipîain to Vkghia. T b  prw year, he publisbed m article m the Monihly 

Rmew on hir bird nates fbm his trip. He smmd under b e r a l  Burgoyne. Se: Elsa G. Ne, 

nia History ofAmencan Om-thobgy &@re Adubon (New York: RusseU and RuEscil, 195 1). 

pp. 526-527 

Thmgbut bis titi, C M e s  Biagdea betnended a number of s c i d c  gdemcn such as 

explorerdasuralist and presidait dthe Royal Society Sir Joseph Banks, bglish a d  Fmch 



corzt.l patrol h m  the Caroîinas 16 Rhode Islmd, he oôserved and conpiled a list of seventy-nine 

birdc including desmiptions of robins, brants, plovm, aad green herons." Simikrly, C m  

George Montagu was ulmmissiolld to the American Colonies in 1774 fbr abocd twelve 

maths? During hts stay? be made a d l  collecrion of bir& an4 it is said, preserved them as 

gi& ior his de?'  

In ü p p a  Canada, ssvenl Brtrish miliury officers engagecl in d d  binhtcbg  

while in the senrice of the War Ofnce. One of the fitst tdcorded tccfeatid birdwatchers ia 

ctiemists Henry Cavendish and Claude Bathoilet, Samuel Jobson, and Danid Soiander. He was 

?Ise el@ sae ta ry  to the R0y.l Society in 1784, cm the recomm~dpan of Joseph Banks. 

Joseph Kastner, A Wodd of Wcachers (New York: Alncd A Knopf, 1986). pp. 9-10; RH, 

'Wagden, Charles Sir (1 748- 1 82O)," ho Dictionury of National BiogruphyI vol. 2 (ûxhrd: 

Orcferd University Press, 1959), pp. 6 17-6 1 8 

LP" George Mocitrgu was bom mto an eminemt fàmiiy r Lackbom, Wituhire. Hiz pamts were 

James Montagu, f a i n b d c ~ c m h m  James Moatap,thudsaaofSirHenryMoatagu,nrrtEari 

of Manchester, and Eliakcb Hedges, h e k s  of W h  Hedges of A l d m  Hall, Wiltshire, a 

granddaugkm ofsir Charles H a e s ,  Queen Anrie's kr~iy. See Barha Mearns a d  Richvd 

Meiuns, Tho Bird Collecton (Sm Diego: Academic Pnss, 1998), pp. 188-1 89; M.G.W., 

ccMoatagu, George (1 75 1-1 8 19," Tho Dictiomry of Nutirni Biography, vol- d. (-rd: 

Oxfbrd University Press, 1963-1964), pp. 693494 

hi iater yars, he pubiishd Omithologiwl Dictionary: or Alphbeticd Synopsis of British 

Bir& ( 1  802) a d  Suppiement ( 1  8 13), a d  Tho Sprlswwn 3 Dimctory (1 792). Mamgu became 

one ofthe de membar ofthe L h a e m  Society and cniplaed inmy dissertatiais m birb 

and sheils of the soutb ofhghad Bahara M e i u ~ ~  and Richad Mearns, Biographiesfir 

Biràbatckrs: 7 7 ~  Liws of those Commemoraîed in Western Paieaic BM Nantes (Ladda: 

Academy Press, 1988), pp. 263-270 



southem Ontario was Thomas Davies (a. 1737-1 8 12), a miiitary man who served in a series of 

expediEicms throughout the second hrlf of the eighteemh-centq. Upon complethg his &cation 

a the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, he was appomteà to the Royal ArtiUery and served 

in the abortive expedition against Louisbourg at Ûe Royale (1 75 7), the Amherst expeditim a 

M e  Champlain (1 759), and the canpaign against Mantreal(1 NO)." As part of these 

expeditims, Davis painteâ fbrtifications, d l l e ry  formations, as weU as plans and evaluations of 

vessels fbr his s u p e ~ s o n . ~  From 1760 to 1767, Davies mmeyed parts of the St. Lawrence 

region and Lake Ontario as fàr as Niagara River within two expeditioas after Britain dispossesseci 

France of Cam& with the Treaty of Pans m 1 763. D u ~ g  bis leisure tirne, he used his skills to 

paht, record, and collect bird specimens in British North America while surveyhg the newly 

acquired t e r r i t~ ry .~  

For the most part, these officers were formally trained in watercolours, landscape 

painting, and geograph y, which provided a background for natural history studies. Orciinance 

&cers were educated n the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, which tau@ gunnery, 

fonification and mathernaiics, but also promoted science, nahiral philosophy, surveying, 

geography, and landscape kwing.  "' Training in draughmiaaship, topography, and paimiag were 

prerequisites for a well-trained British rnilitary officer who sou& to convey donnation about 

228 RH. Hubbad, "Davies, Thomas," in F.G. Halpenny (ed.) Dictionary of Canadim Biography, 

V (Toronto: Univenty of Toronto Press, 1983), pp. 226-228 

Vicîoria Dickensm, Drawnjbm Li#: Science and Art in the Portrupl of the New Wodd 

(Toronto: Toruato University Press, 1998), p. 194 

230 Victoria Dickenson, Drawnfiom Lve: Science and Art in the Portruyu1 of the New World 

(Torooto: Tomnto Univemty Pms, 1 998), pp. 189-198 

lahn Smyth, Sandhurst: The History of the Roy1 Military Academy (London: Weidsafeld and 

Nicolson, 196 l), pp. 54-55 



the region's Mlitary capabilities, but also a mgion's nahiral hutory and cultural artif&ctsrn 

Military officen therdore had al1 the necessary skilb to pursue amateur omithology. 

Recreatiaial omithology provided relief of boredorn for many officen . Collecting and 

sketchhg bir&, painting lanâscapes, and recording aatural history observaions and game couats 

domioated tbe pastimes of rnany military officers statiotled in British Nonb ~merica." 'The 

activity was deemed raticmal recreation in terms of moral, physical, and intellectual improvement. 

in Iine with the British natural history tradition of the t h e ,  it was believed that naturalist 

activities could rout out idleness, drunkemess and wornanking, cummon problems in the military 

especially d u ~ g  tirnes of Acfording to Hitsrnan, 'Babitual dninkenness" was m e  of 

the most frequent court-manial offence arnmg military officers in British North ~ m e r i c a . ~ '  By 

enpging in a closer examination of the nature world, officers cmld distance themselves frnn 

al&, gambling, and other leisure-time vices. 

Bird collecting also created an opportunity for oniçen to pradice target shocting. As 

Meams and Meams pointed out, ''soldien had a perfect excuse for bird collectiny: shoauig was 

Victoria Dickenson, Drawn From Lrfe: Science and Art in the PonrcryaI of the New World 

~orouto:  University of Toronto Press, 1998), p. 199 

Elsa G. Allen, ï7te Mistory of Amencan Omithology Before Audthn (New York: Russell and 

Russell, 195 l), pp. 52 1-522 and pp. 526-527; Barbara Mearns and Richard Meams, The Bird 

Collectors (San Diego: Academic Press, 1998), pp. 187-208 

Barbara Meams and Richard Meams, nie Bird Collectors (San Diego: Academic Press, 1998), 

p. 187 

ns J.M. Hiuman, Sq$guarding Cunada. 1 763-1 871 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

1968), p. 230 



their burineu and wbat bara way to practise fhan agahst live target~."~ Smce mrny ofthe 

officers were goorneci in the sportornai, tradition, bird coilscting offéred an extension of the 

activity while serving abroad. 

Collecthg birdr was a h  aüractive for thme interested in d b u i i n g  to science. By the 

Isie eigbramh- and eu@ nha#nrhlCdflhlfies, bird-life in the interior of North Ameria 

remaineci reLtively dcnown, as most ofthe field woik b d  beeii mducted in the Hudson Bay 

region or in eastem United States. Souîhem ûutario provideci an ideai obseNational location for 

recreatioorl omidiological activity. As most Bnt*h military ofncen were fiom promineni 

M e s ,  a number were cmncabd to the British s c i d c  comrnunity. When eqxplomtiaa aud 

science became synaiymous wirh the British empire by the tum ofthe nin&-autwy, nirny 

history was t h d r e  a ie  ofthe min objectives ofthe British Empire. Wiihin mis caotna, the 

Royal Society mrintained a criticai mle m advancing natuml b r y .  Accordhg to Dickeoson: 

L1" Barba Meam and Richarâ Mams, Tho Bird ColZectors (Sm Diego: Aadcaùc Pms, 1998), 

pp. 187 

*' John Gascoigne, Science in th0 Smce of Empire: Joseph Banks, the British State and the 

Uses of Snence in the Age of RewIution (Cambridge: Cambridge University PWS, 1998), pp. 22- 

33 andpp. 166-198 

Victoria Dickeasoil, Drcnvnjion hfi: Meme andArt in the PomcryoZ of t k  Nèw Worid 



Recreatiaml birdwaching amaag the British miliPry remaitled a popuiar acrivity 

throughout the nineteeath-centuy. As Meam and Maams Mcd in Tho Bird CoiIectors (1998), 

''the Bntirh umed Imd k m  comprisad ofthe most numerom recrcpiionai eollecâors, especiaiiy 

rot the Bririrh By 1849, a  miliîary hancibook d e d  A M m I f i r  Uennpc Ihquiry; 

prepamd for the use of Ofleers in Her Majesty 's N . y ,  und TrmeIlers in General by Sir John 

Herschel became a standard publido91 for British milicuy officers md illwrrrted the activity's 

~ o p u k n r y . ~  

Tourkm Indwtry 

Iust as natuai history and exploration fùifiiled an imperiai ciitsrprise, so did the 

wildeniess tauism indwPy m nhcteenth- thtano. Acconhg tb Morin, "Bnbria's rise as 

a powerful world empire @ v a n i d  br eitizmry to triive1 in impfccedemîed nurnbers oramd the 

@e."ul W& the introduction of stem power and d w a y  systems ckuiiig the arly nin-- 

ccntury, d e n i  -rio became a popuîartouria kba.rion ana? 

By the tum ofthe n i n M - a n û u y ,  the mjority of recreationai birdwachen m 

rcurhem Ontuio were weaithy British geutiexxm and women Who traveiied to Bnticb North 

" Barba Meams and Richard Mearas, Tiw Blrd Coilectors ( Sao Diego: Aademic Ras, 

1998), pp. 187-188 

" Lynn L. Merriil, Ronumce of Natural Ristory (New York: Mord University Ras, 1989), p. 

54 

Kani, Moriu, "BriliB women tnveiiers a d  ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ c t i o n s  of r a d  diffiraicts a m  the 

nineteenth- Arnericau West ," Tr~l~~uctions of the I h t i r ~  of British Geographem 23.3 

(1998), p. 3 1 1 

" Douglas McC- Planting the Pmvince: tk Ecommic HHlsv  of Upper &na&. 17844870 

~ O C O Q ~ O  : University ofTcnwto Piau, 1993), pp. 116140; pp. 199-218 



Ameria in wuch ofnew and authentic experiences duough nmurl history. Primuily maivated 

t~ experience the ummed wildemess, British eiite tairists explored mer Cana& as put ofa 

iarger Nortb Arnerican tour.= For m e .  colieaiog and obsewhg birds m the wild provideci the 

essential means to experience the beautifiil and the sublime in nature. (Wen travekd as amateur 

arruialias wirhin the sports<ina tradition in s d  of specia new to science or to pumw 

knowledge. 

Several bàors 6cüitaUxi the demrpd for iuhinl hiscory as part ofwildemess tnvel n 

the beghing of the 18OO's. As the European Grand T w  diminished in pcipulrnty amoag 

wealthy Eumpeas, travelling to disîant h& in semh of prirtme natm became a new means 

for u p p e x l s  individuels to distance or 'tathdraw" themselves h m  the cornmon peqde.w 

The North Amerian wildemess therefbre provided enou@ dstacey mystery, and excitement ta 

cmte  mother abmative to the Eumpean Grand Tm, which axtended the bdaries of tourist 

spaa h m  the European conthent to Cam&. For example, as Muy Burges (1763-18 13) wrate 

L the 1830's well over aie hmâred acsoums descriptive of Vpper Canada, u Oarrrio was 

then decl, came &the pressa of Laidon, Dublin, FAinburgh, Glasgow, and d e r  neeJ. These 

dcscnpive acccimr vuy in Iength, gurlny, aad content. James John Taiman's ~~ in 
Thomas Willism MacGrath's Authentic Leners fiom Uppor Cana& flonmo: ïhe Ma- 

Company of Canada, 1953)' p. v 

wirhdra~al~ was a mciai and cuminl procas whereôy ~ritish elite d i~ tandthan~81~~~  

hom the lowa c b .  in the eigùwa&«m~ry, the Lnded and miâdlaciasss in Bdah  

formed between 7 lad 9 pa cent ofîhe papulliai. They tberefore made up the majocity of 

Grand Towisu tmvelling the caatin~m. John Towner, An Historiaal GeogmpS< of &cremon 

and T-sm in rk Western Wold 1540-1940 (Chichester, UK: John Wiley, 1996), pp. 96-1 38; 



to ber f3iend Elizabah Sim«# (1 766-1 85O), d o  tnveiied wiih her husband to Upper Cauada in 

"the wbole of your jaumey must bave been deligbdtl; and so much more 
gnafymg thn di thope comma phce E U I O Q ~  Tours - even here in 
Eughd, where the &ce of the country is so much the same, it is a mosc 
satk&dory thing to explore a new h d ;  but to explore r new Province carries 
sudl an idea of subiiiiuh, with it.'a5 

As RomPnticism increasingiy shaped the standard ofxtature rppreciatjun witb the 

'sublime' and the baiaifiil' as major aesthaic categories as per Edmimd Burke's Philosophical 

Enquiry into the Ongins of Our I&m of the Sublime and BeuutifirI (1751). the burgwn* field 

ofnatual b r y  providai the idsrl medium to discover 'wild amu~'." The w d h y  Eumprsn 

traveller therefore viewed wildemess areas wah awe, grandeur, and tcnor, while at the same Mie 

cuuld prwided links to a myrticsi aad spiiiaol r r ~ l m . ~  Romantic pets such as Wdliam 

tQ rCaer fhm Mary Aper Bwges to Mn. Simcoe 30 November 1792, J c h i  Graves Simcoe 

Foads, MG23-HI1, Folder 29, Reel A606, NAC, Ottawa, Ontano 

" Stephen 3. Gould diScusses Burke's h i c  ciassification m "The invisible woman," in B.T. 

Gates and A.B. Sùteir (eds.) Natural Eluquence: Women Reinscribe Snence (Madison: 

University of Wircaisiii Press, 1997), pp. 27-39. 

David E. Anen, nia NanrraIist in Bntrr~i: A SoctaIHistory (Laadon: Allm Laue, 1976), pp. 

53-54; Keith Thomas, M m  and the Natural WorU: Changrng ArtiCiccjes in E n g W  1500-1800 

(New York: Pantheou Books, 1983), pp. 258-269; Niodeüe Saune, The fictoricfl~s d t k i r  

Rowen wdm: Cmom He@ 1983). pp. 10-1 1; Car& Ypmi N m  3 Mumms: Victorian 

Science end the Architechcm of Dsppby (Baitunom, h h y b d :  Ibe Jobn tiopkinr U n i e  

h, 19991, P- 5 



Wordsworth (1770-1850) apprqrPcd N d  Amerimn nrtunl b r y  as a subject fw their 

~ 0 r k s . ~  

Amateur travelling naaualULs equipped thernselves with guns, p e d  j d ,  fia 

about Nortb America's a d u n a ,  and, in some cases, skerchbooks, canvases, and watemlcnus to 

illustrate die birb they cbreived. Travelling u a nahmU added 1egituMcy to the aspirations of 

the country gentleman, especially daen mdivated to d b u t e  samethhg to art or science. 

According to one d c  from The Quarten'y Review (1826): 

( 1  766-1813) Amencm Om'thoIogy (1 808-1814) and k, lcbn James Auduboa's (1 785-185 1) 

Bir& of Amena (1827-1~38).~~* The portfolios were too baiky and expcarive to bc used as field 

" Elsa G. Men, me History of American Omithology b e f e  Atcrfubon (New York: Russell and 

Russeil, 195 1). p. 5 3 8; E.H Coleridge, "Coleridge, Wordsworth and the American b&mib 

Wiiiiam Barîmn," Transactiom of the ROM W e t y  of Literatwe (1906-1909), pp.27-28 and pp. 

69-92 

" Anon, "Wanderiag in Sadh America," Tho Quurterly RPview (Feb. 1826). pp. 299-215. 

W w  's book was Wdenngs in W h  Amn'cu. the Nonh- West of the United Yates, ad the 

Antilies, in the Yeam 1812,1816. 1820. a d  1824. with ORgimI I~)~~tnictions for t k  Pevect 

Presen*nm ofBirdF, andfir Cabinets of Ndwal History ( 1  825). Qules W ~ i e ~ c n  travelleâ to 

Amaian ornithology and instilleci a pcipiiLr htmst in the activity with r aiau an field 



guides, but kame extremely pcipuiar as the British e l b  laiged fin the North Amencan 

wildaness. Accordhg to Charles Wdsrtoii (1 782- 1 865) m his Wuderingr: "A We r&r tbk, 

Wilson's Omithology of  the Uaaad States fèll mto my ha&. The desire I had of seemg ?bat 

country, together wih the mimaîed descriptiun which W i h  M given of the bu&. fà~d up 

the almost expiring &me ."U' 

By the scco~d half ofthe aineLapth«iihiry, travel to Bnrirh No& America mcreasdd 

s ign i f idy  as a rem& d a  Nmg rniddie-ckrs and uiiproved transportation systems. Cmssiug 

the M c  ûcean became more accessible wibi iniprwed d w a y  and steamboat technologies. 

Wbh i n a d  leisure tirne and brposable incorne, tmichg to dirrnnr h& was w longer 

mend for the upperciass of Europe. The new middlesku also acquucd the necessaq 

financial means and leisun time to travel. As a criîic fiam The Gentleman 's Maganne (1867) 

exclimed, 'îwe may well wonder why Engiub rponaaai pay as much as 700 pouuds for a 

S d  mmr, tRhQ they are d y  about n>uit#a days by steamer and rad h m  primeml 

f b r e s t ~ . ~ ~ ~  

ObSeNaticms. Wilsca (1766-1 813) coined the fàther of Aaaricra omirhology, primed the nrsl 

bird-guide Anienwn Omithology in nine iarge volumes, whicb hduded 320 mdMW birdr in 

76 p b .  SirniLrty, Audubon (1 785-1 85 1) paiutui litwized pomohc of bitdr in The Bir& of 

Amena. His 27" x 40' double Mio guide cmtahed 497 bid  hrms h m  the No& Ameriaii 

adnent. Audubai's wifc, Lucy, wu a s e t * l  to ber husb3nd7s work as ohe s q p d  ber 

busband bash kaucially md emaiody while he workd on his book n>c Bi& ofAmrka. Soc 

E. Deiatee, Lucy Adubon: A Biogruphy (Baîa~ Rouge: LciisPna State University, 1982) and 

Marcia Bouta's Women in the Reld (Co- Station: Tax;rs A and M U n i e  Ras, 1991), pp. 

9-1 3 

Charks W~raroii, W d r i n g  in h t h  Amena (Laidon: Dent, 1925), p. 286 

U2 Anon, '"Ibe Sportsuun Abrad," nie Gentienrm 's Magazihe (h., 1867), p. 41 



W e  nearnl history flourished at the beigfd oftbe VictoMi era, the CpUdLp 

wildemas attracrsd rnany British taurnr. nie pufsuiog ofnaûd bianry was maivated by the 

accumul9riori ofnrtunl history materials h m  a m d  the worid, including specimens h m  

W o .  Objects of nature, su& as buds, fiossils, and sheiis, were tùerefwe viewed wah a new 

consumeriSm amcmg the new middleelus charaderistic of "the prodigious mduari.l pmducfiaa 

and die pbilorophical formuiations tba f;ostered the wellhown Vidorian mtmahm, 
. . 

the 

Victorian love of f i b ~ . ' ~ ~  

Tbere was a b  a @g litetabue on Natb American traveis wdb iuainl hi- 

descripians. According to Lloyd, "Nch books and utides iu j d  or magazines were Wtely 

read and remd by each trader as they c m r i d d  their jaumey, much as mi@ mutkize 

bmchums d e n  plamhg a holidiy abroad.'JY 'The Victoria travel guide thedore mcludeà 

nahvrl k o r y  fia ai animais, birdr, and plants, or fbcused solely on nrtunl iustory acco~nts.~' 

For mstance, The C41~~dan Hcmdbook und Tourist 's Guide (1867) provided BrniB t1aveller5 m 

ovaview of Canadian cuhinil h ~ c t o r y . ~  h the appeada of a popPlv tnvel guidep a d o g u e  

included '%e animais of Brirub North Amena, canpiieâ hmthe  most authentic scnuws," as 

well as au ornithologid section thn kted the scientific and veniaEular names ofbirds aud theu 

aiahoRties. Accordhg to the author, Henry Beaumant Smrll: 

" Y b  efforts hm yet ben made to lay k f w e  the public, or d e r  the 
traveüing podmi ofthe public, the natural huties  of its scmery, - ù 

Lyaa Memll, The Romance of Yicrorian Ncnural History (New Yotk -rd Univemiy 

Press, 1989), p. 11 

1Y C h  Lloyd, nie Trmlling Nontralists (Ladon: Cmom Heb, 1985), p. 20 

Lynn L. Merrill, The Ronimice of Yicrorim N&mi Hisfory (New York: Oxford Univershy 



strieams,rivero, iakesandfhsts... TO theha&... totheûmiihologiqthe 
klogkf or the Shident ofmy bmch of Naurl History, we w d  say, take 
a nai thmu@ the Cauaàas to incioase your collection. Does nN almost every 
British Mail bring out enquiries md orciers for thc finest spcimens of air 
Fama and ~ l o r a ? " ~  

By the end of the 1880~~ travdlmg to eastm Nor& America eveutuaUy demeaseâ in 

popuLnry as tourists looked westword FM new experiences in the Canadian Rockies made 

possible by the tr~iiscorbùieiitrl railway." 

Colonidon rnd Scttlement 

Despite the tastes ofwealthy Eumpean trawllers who vis- the province, n a f m h d  

recteaticm SU& as bVdWidCbiDg was amOJt nm~xistmû ammg the new settiers m Upper C d  

n the kgnmmg ofthe 1800s." Many British and irish immigrauts m the 182ûs and 1830s w m  

poor and mcQ- md lacked the &cation, lekm time, and hancial meaus to pursue aq 

aCtMty mch as naturai h i d o ~ y . ~  FuRhermore, because Upper Canada iacked schoiarly 

- - -- - - - -- 

" Henry Beaumont S d ,  me C d m  Handbook anâ T-t's Guide (Mamai: M. 

Longmwre, 1867), p. 6. k u y  Beaumont S d  was a presidcrd of tbe ûttawa Field Niaurlirt 

Club. 

E.I. Hart, Tho S e h g  of Chu&: The CPR ami the Beginning of C e a n  T d s m  

AEtiaide PubMing, 1983); Sheiagh J. Squue, "Rewntalg hguages ofgeognphy a d  tcnuism: 

ailiunl disames ddetonatiam, gender, md twism hisrary in the Cmrdian R o c ~ c ~ ~ , "  in G. 

Rmger (ai) Destimtions: Cdturaf Lmkcaps 00fTounsm (Laadon: Ranieûge, 1998), pp 80- 

100 

259 Roy 1. Wolfe, "The summer resorts cf Oidorio in the Meteenth-," Onfano Hirtory 54 

(Sepîember, 1962), pp. 153-155 

t60 h i a n n e  G. Ainley, Frum Nmuml Hzstory to Avîm Bioiogy: C d m  Omithofogy. 1860- 

1950, Pb.D. m o n  (Moatreai: McGill University, 1985), p. 28 



hsthtiaos and socieîies dimughait the arst hlf ofthe nineteenthceiitury, d d  

birdanrching was seldorn orgmu#l or promaed. Observing and coUediag birds wu thdore 

enjoyed m d y  by the rishg privileged classes in tbe developing towns and cities, and to thore 

e â u d  wi(hui the naîural bistory tradition fiom Bdain. 

Begmning in the 1780s, UMbd Empire Loyrlists rnipted to Upper Canada in orâer to 

escape the hostiliries ofthe Arnerican ~evolutioa." Abougb the majonty ofbyahs were 

Bntisb M e r s  or aspiring h w ~ ,  üüie evidence niggests thrt they o k v # i  or 0011aifPA birds 

in the region.* However, il is possible tht some LoyaliQP puticipoted in the activity as they 

could have brou@ omithological imowldge with than f b m  the northeas&ern Unaed S m .  

Loyaiists h m  the professionai c k s  couid have pursuecl recrsatid biidwrrehing as part of the 

emerging Americau naturd bistory t tad i t i i ~a .~  

k g  the late eigbenh-cenûuy, a growir~g number of American omunlUtr enm@ in 

northeastern Uaded Stscr who studied the camtry's nminl history and focused on birb. 

Sevcnl Litenre mdividwls -the region's avinma thmughoutthe mwntem& and 

ei@îea& cenîuries, including John losselyn (1630-1675) d o  wmte Now E n g M ' s  Rarities 

Discowred (1672), and William Butnm (1739-1823), author of T r m b  ThmPrgh Nord, md 

O"' Esbates range h m  6,000 to 10,000 Layrlisrr m üpper C d .  Rokn Rcthwe11 s d  

Norm~a Hillmer, in J.H. Mar& (ed.) The Camdim EncycZopedia Yem 2000 floiomo : 

McClehd & StewoR, 1999), p. 1718 

'O Dmiel P. Bnimoq 'me d y  yeup ofomth01ogy in Onuio: d m  ûntiuio f b m  

Chmipiah to McIlwrarth," in M.K. McNichoii and J.L. Clicpmo~-Byng (di.) Omithology in 

Ontario (fomto: Hawk OwI, 1994). pp. 54-71 

For example, the majom of byaiists m the Niagara Townshq wae t&e protarionais r d  

e d u d  nntncul, aithinl and socirlclite of Americau W. Set: A James Rennit, Niagara 

Township: Centennial Hisrov (Niagara: of N i  1 %7), p. 14 



W h  Carofino. Georgia, h s t  unà West Riori& (1 79 l)." Furthemore, the principal thnist of 

Amencan natural bistory arors in Phhdelphio with the American Philosophical Society, h d e d  

in 1743 by Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)' and Peale's Museum, establisbed in 1786 by ChPrtas 

Wilsroa Peale (1 74 1-1 827) ." AU of these individuah and inaihitions pmvided the impecus for 

Dorunl hi- aaiwîy ammg the professional md elde of the regian in the northeastm United 

States, and may have influenced Loyalkt d e n  in Upper Canada. 

Some ches of the early s d e d  duly lives and their interest in amvrl histbry may alro 

k examind in The Uppr Cmdo Gazone, aie  of -0's first newspapen. M g  the 1790s, 

seved advertïseinerds and editorials indicated th* r a î i d  d a o  and naturai hictnry were of 

mMn to smthem Ontario's d y  dm. For example, advertisemitr tbr boolseller John hm 

and the Rmting OnK+ 9i Niagara f h m d  s e v d  books a M  the Dlt\tnl worid including 

William Pdey's Principles omoral and Politicai Philosophy ( 1  785). Buffon's Naturai History, 

and Romance of t k  Forest, Nature as Art, Mone s Geography, and Cook's ~ o ~ ~ e . ~  

" The majority ofthese works are diswsed in Elsa G. Ma's Tho History ofAmerium 

Omithology before Audubon (New York: Russell and Russeil, 1 95 1). Joseph Kasûm rlro 

d U N s e s  other e d y  northeastern American Mmnl*u in his World of Watchers (New Yorlc 

AifM A. Knopf; 1986). 

Marianue G. Ainley, ' I h e  COIItfibuPons of the amateur to Noah Amencan Ornirhology a 

hiscorical perspective, '" in D.A. Lancasîer and J.R Jdinron (eds.) ThP Lnting B ï d  (Ithîca, New 

York: B d o c k  Press, 1980), pp. 161-188; ChuIcs Colamrn SeIlers, "Gaod Chi& and Ww 

Mm: hdims as Symbols of Peace m the Art of Charies Willroa Peale," in D.C. Ward and L. 

Miller (eds.) N m  Perspectives m Cimrles W i l h  -bug University of Piüsburg Press, 

1991). p. 119 

UL Ruoug&out tha iate 1790s, many advertisBmCQts fw Mr. Dun's books appeamd in The Wppr 

Canada Gazette iisting severai books m nrmnl history during the &Uowing issues: November 6, 



FAirarials andarticles aise fbturedîhe importance ofra t id  rBCTratjo11. On 31 May 

1797, a 1-r to the edaor stated, "plcasure or d a  of the one kind or aber is abrolutely 

nuessary to relieve air mincis and au bodies h m  too cautnm -an and l a b ~ r . ' ~  ~bere 

were seved articles m the importance of Jobnety, temperance, and the negative e&crs of 

gaming as a i e  indiviâuai deocribed, 'Wout Tempe- there is no Tme ) l l ~ ~ m e s s . " ~  An 

article "'on agnailhin" promoted the importance ofworking outdoors m nature, whicb illustrated 

early seetlem' view of the nminl worid. As a i e  writer piacheci: 

"the business is highly adaptd to p r o m a  the herlth ofthe body, md the 
cheadihess [sic] and coatent ofthe mind.. . It is q loymmt  whkb rnordr a 
vuiq of entertaining specuiations to m hquisitivt mind: and ir &ptd to 
lead us in(o coariderable acquahtance with the w o k  of nature." The wrbr  
continuecl, "in rnorâls it tcads to increase vircue, witfiout iutroducing vice. In 
religiun, it Mhuolly inspires piety dcvdcm and a dependence oa 
providence.. . I is a d a m l  and agreeable amusemeut ta the man of1eisure, 
and a bamdlaro source of colitcmplatiaa and actMty to the i o & s t n ~ . * * ~  

1976, p. 1; Nwember 9, 1796, p. 1; Ikcembert, 1797, p. 1. John Dun @Ma) (1763-1803) wu 

a Ch& ofSadand mhister aud moirbpm who moved to New YorL in 1793 totake charge of 

the Presbytery in Cherry VaiIey. By 1794, k was a resideaî of Newark ( N i l o t l - t h e  Lake) 

rnd established h e l f a s  a g e n d  melchmr offaiiig a mmty ofgoods including books. E.A. 

McDouatl, 'Dm, Ja&n," in F.G. Wpenny (ed.) The Dictiomy of CanoaZ'm Biography, V 

(Toiomo: Uaivasiry & T o m  Rcu, 1983), pp. 279-280 

* An- "Letter to Q editot of the Uppm Canada ûazeîte, " Upper Cmda Gazette (May 3 1, 

l797), p. 2 

" Editorials were fbûmd ananymously in the Uppw Canudâ Gazene @ec 2,1797), p. 1; @a 

6,1791). p. 2; @cc. 21.17%). p. 3 

90 Anan, "Oa agricukure," n e  Upper Canada Guzette 21,1796). p. 3 



These ideas d d  have been applid to iirainl hicinry pusuis  cÈuriag the eariy years of-O 

d e m a t .  To date, there hve  b e e ~  no records to mdiate d e m i s e ?  

British immigratiaa in the L82ûs - 18405 as d e n  bmugbs the natural butory tradjtian to üppet 

Canada. However, as mer Cana& rnniined m agrïcubral province thmughan the 

ninaeanh-centwy, mly a tnu individuals participateci in the activiry. According to B&i& 

Social CIUS, educatjoq md leisure time were d>asfwa important factors m p&g tec~&OIliil 

blldwstching. Many eady settiers were too busy ci-g h4 buiiding homes, and taking care 

When the British eiite brwght dieu feCtbaQcmai pracrice witb them to Canada, b e y  

mind m communiatioa with the h i g h  v e r  as nmly i fwe were reading the worb of 

* Daniel F. Brunton, ' I h e  eariy years ofomirholoey m Ontario: sauthem ûutario h m  

Chmplpin to McIlwni(hn in MX. McNicholl and J.L. Crputlc~-Byng (eds.) Ornithoiogy in 

Ontario Co-: HawL Owi, 1994), pp. 54-71 

J o b  Langton wu bom in England and emigrated to Canada i~ 1833. He anr an established 

politickm and became pmidad ofthe Literary and )iistorical Society of Qu- m 1859. W ~ d y  

Crmaori, '%n@m, J o b , "  in F.G. Wpmny (d) The Dictïmmy of CLIIIQCJI'an Biogrophy, W 

Uocam~: U n i V C f S h Y d T '  h, 1990), p. 136 



s ~ r i p t ~ r r . ' ' ~  AdMies such as d a m l  birdwatchhg occupied m mdividual's lehm t h e  

wdh productive d o n ,  wbich in tum ailevured the negaîive effects of idenau and bmught 

one cbser to God. 

For example, Catharioe Pan T a  (1 802-1899) and Susauna M d e  (1 803-1 885) 

biaipht the Brirish natuxai history tradition with them O Upper Cana&. Prior to ernigrating, ô& 

sisten adapted norunl history as a suitable activity for Eagkrh girls. Coihume Pur 'iraiil 

sevenl pieces on nstunl hisîory d i l e  in Briuin. Sketchesfiom N m e ;  or. Hints of h n i f e  

Naturafists (1830), which examined b i d  and animal h v i o u r  in precise detaii." For 

Cltbarine, natuml b r y  involved "a study thnt tends to rehe aud p e  the mind, and mu be 

made, by simple steps, a ladder to heaven, as it were, by teahmg a &Id to look with love and 

admiari~~tathat~Godwhocreateddmadeflb~erssa~toa&mandhcafvthis 

edCrn4 NPYrl huGory therefore ficilitated appropriate rel>gious a d  maiemal respciws. 

By the 18408, a growing literaaire oo birùs emerged in Upps CauQ thmugb provinciai 

newspapers ruch as The Litemv Garland (1 838-1 85 1). 'Ihe newspaper promaed "a weli 

ordered and kisurrly socidy" that was "devacd to the Advancemeut of Gaierai Literature 

published by Iobn ~ m r e l l . ' ~  Several articles fbtmd segments ai bu& and nature aich as I.J. 

Audubcm's 'The Ruby-throated Hummingbird" in November 184û a d  Revett~ld G.W. 

Berhirie's "Spare the Birds" m O d m  1848. 

m Car1 Berger, Science, W. <ad Nmure in trctona Cana& (Tomto: University ofT0rom0 

Pnss, 1983), p. 46 

* CIthrine P. T d l ,  &rckwOOdS of C a d  (I'omato: McClebd and Stcwut, 1989). p. xxvü; 

fifd pubiis&ed m 1836. 

Cadiarme P. T a  &1ckivOOdF of Cana& cormto: McCleW and Stewan, 1989), p. 92 

MM. Brown, An Index to the Litemry G o r W  Qomto: Bibîiognphicaî Sociw of Canada, 

1962). pp. iii-vi 



British e h  settiers such as Charles Fdergdi (1782-1840), W h  Rear (c. 1800-1874) 

and Willum ('Tiier') Dunlop (17924848) attenapted to Twm the Lherary and Philosophica~ 

Society of üpper Cam& at York in 183 1 .n6 However, theu enorts were short-lid as they did 

n d  gain mcnïgh public support. Charia Faihergiii a d  William Rees tried ta organlt a 

"Lyceum of Naûual History and the Fine Arts," which was to inchda a muscum, baanicai 

garda anù zoo in 1835. Yeâ, requerts for pubiic patmuge hr exceeded wba the goverment or 

legislahue was prcpusd to o&r. Nat d the second hrV ofthe nineteeuthccnûq did amuol 

history societies sustain a folowing of mterested amateur nandkts? 

By the 185OYs, mechania' indiada s p d  acrors the Upper Canadian lanckcape to 

emphasize VictonPi discipline and m ~ r a l i t y . ~  B a d  on the Brdirb mode1 tha began in tbe 

18203, mecbanics' mmMca wme established as wlinduy associations fw wodoogmi~~~ seeking 

n6 The society wu also h m  as the York Litenry and a Pûiloso~hid Society. Charles 

Faheqdl came h m  a promineni Yorkshire Quaker W l y  and cmiigrated to Canada m 18 16. 

Hi0 great uncle wu Dr. JchD Fothergd, the &nit naauPlisl wbo maintainecl connect i~  wxth 

Joseph Banks. W h  Duaiop was e d u d  m medicine at the University of Giasgow and 

servedasmassïstautsurgeoa intheWarof1812. Afbrthewar, heactdasasu~eyotfbrthe 

Cana& Company. Dr. W h  Rees WU barn in and q e d u e d  in mediai -y. James L. 

Baiilie, "îharies Faber&" Canu&un HzstoncuI h e w  25 ( 1  944), pp. 3763%; Cul Berger, 

Saence, Gad andNatun in Victorian Cloiodrr flomto: University of Toraûo, 1983), pp. 34; 

Suzanne E. Zefier, Imnting Caruk: Emly kîctorian kence und the Ideu of u Tr411scontiinnt~i 

Nation (iot011to: University ofTomaîo, 1989, pp. 20-22 

* Cul Baga, Mence, God. and Nmre fn Victon'm Cimach (Tomato: UniverSiLy ofTot01tt0, 

1983), p. 5 

* î b d  ûa€6eld, in J H .  Mamû (eâ.) The C d m  Encycloopod Year 2000 Edition fl01i~lfo: 

McClelhd and S a  2000), p. 145 1 



self3mpmvementthrough duatioa. niese ktkutes oltai h d  local mus- aad orgmiud 

exhibitions as a means to dghten  their communities ai the mrnu~chirro, arts, rad naturai 

huioay oftheir regions. ï h e  nslunil Wry reaioii ofthe mecbanics' provideci a 

medium to p n  the aaurrl world as a haven for intalleduai and m o d  developmentm 

in 1853, fiffy&ee mechanics iaaitida exkteâ in Vpper Canada as precufsors c 

Ornario's N d  History ~ocicties.* For exunple, the Oaawa M h i c s  InbiEUe (1847) 

amalgrmaed into the Oirnws Literary and S a d c  Saieiy m l870.~' The short-liwd Nanirai 

History Society of Ottawa was formeci m 1863 and rrertabliobed iuelf as the ûttawa Field 

Nlaualin Club m 1 8WVm hi Tomto, the York Mechanics insthîe (iater the Tomme 

Mechanics ïmthte) f o d  the CmDdim ïmthte in 1849. Evmîdy,  the N d  History 

Society of Toronto (1 878- 1885) ôecame affdiatd wab the Canadiau Insùtidc in 1886 as i is 

Biologicai Sectim u m i l l ~ 9 4 . ~  Similv mnb oceurd in southwestern Ontano as the , 

"9 DmMl Brunta, "The eariy yeus ofomithology in (kauio: sauthem Ornano hm Qunplun 

to MciiwraRh 1600 to 1886," m M.K. McNicholl and J.L. Cmmer-Byng (eds.) Onirhoiogv in 

Ontmi0 ÇTomn~: Hawk Owl), pp. 58-59 

mo Anoq"Go~~ill~~leotridtosci~cmdI~~iaUppumdLowcr~,"Tho 

C d ~ n  J O U ~ U ~  3 (1 S i ) ,  pp. 168-169 

a' Elame Theberge, "Ihe atawa Field-Nltuniisrs' Club m the 1880's," N<mvo Cam& 4, 1 

(1975), pp. 30-37 

Cul Berger, Mence, G d  d h r e  in fictwiun C d  florcnto: University of Toronto, 

1983), p. 5 

* J.L. Cfimmer-Byng, "nie mle ofthe natudh '  clubs m Oaprio, 18874920," m MX. 

McNicholl anci IL. Craamer-Byng (&) Orni~rhoiogy in Ontario (Toraita: W k  Owl, 1994), p. 

72 



Hamikm Acrocirtioa for the CuhiMbcm of L h a û m ,  Science, and Art (1857) graw out ofthe 

Hamihon and Gore Mechanicd fnstitute in 1 8 3 9 . ~  

The h d o n  Mechaiiics' Indute dupiayeâ 123 cases of native and foreign birds, fish, 

mes a d  mrmm;ll. m 1873." Nmml history sp«:imens were tmclosed in g l w  cases and 

attmcteù many visitas as the London Adwetiser pro- the coIlec&im as king aüractive and 

"coiuimog of mmy rare and beaurifiil specinren~."~ 

Ev~insmallOiduiotowns,nirhasES~~nahuilhistorye~~Mdmtoapapulu 

mreatiuaai rai*. The Elon Naturai htory Society, establisheû in 1874, hd its b q p m g s  

in the Elon Mechanics kutmde aud was n - o m  by several commmrd individuais includgig 

David Boyle (18261907) and Qula Clarke (1842-191 I ) . ~  Bayle established a aMU 

museum, which included his awii collections plus Daunl hi40ry dOOlSims h m  the genenl 

224 Cul Berger, Snence, G d  d Nmre in P7cton'm Cmimicr flomuto: University of Tomto, 

1983), p. 5. The Hadion and Gore Mechanics' laaitute publislied several daCumm dwmg iis 

existence such as 7he lnes a d  Rrgubtioni ofrhe Hamilton unà Gore Mectrcntics ' I ' r e  

(Himiitai: Hamilton-Spectator Strrtm P m ,  1 û44) ad The Act ofIncoprafion M e s  

Reguhtions unà Cutalogue ofthe Librmy (Hamilroa: Hamihm-Spactpor Steam Press, 1861). 

" W.W. Judd, "stepben Mwmmy,  taxidemist m Laadca," me Carrirnarl74 (Novcmber, 1972), 

pp. 1-5 

" W. W. J d â ,  "Stephem M~llllllery, taxdm& m Londotl," The Cardiml 74 (November, 1 W2), 

P. 3 

Charies Clarke was a pmmincrid Ontario polilician, while Boyle wu to becorne one of 

Caaada's domiium arcbeologists and cautributed s iBeif idy in thU fieM Gsnld K i i h ,  M d  

Boyle: Frum Ammsm to Archeologist flomato: University of Tacno RaJ, 1983) 



public tht wen cited in the loal newspaper. By 1878.2.000 people had visited the 

mus- as oPuil Wry beame a pcipulr acîivity among the generai publicm 

The growmg papuluay of OmYio's binis was also illustratd by the emerging litanhue 

on the subject. By the 185ûs. articles on birb began to appear m jomds, such as George W. 

Alian's (l822-19O 1) article on the b d  birds wintergig in the vicmiry ofT0rom0, which wu 

pubtished in The C d m  JmmI, 1852." T.J. C d e  (m. 1859-1871) a d  Wilüam Couper 

(ca. 18424830) a h  wmLe articles in l%e C d m  JOUM~ aa Ontario's binis, as Couper wn*e 

an article an the Arnerican tob'i in Toronto, while C d t  documcnted buâs annnid Woodstock, 

and encouragecl (nitano midents to obsewe and take naco on the birds of C a d s  West. " 
Easyltoeuse pocket-slled field guides only ôecame avùlable by the end d the niaeteuith- 

centuq with AmcriCaai authors such as F d  M. Chapman (18644945) md Romce Meniam 

" Roberta Wm, History o/Eloro @on: Elon Women's IMmn, 1982), p. 75 

" AUmi was a politician rad mayor dTomnto, who had an interest in the province's cukural 

activities. Daniel B ~ m a i ,  "nie m l y  years ofomithology in Omuio: d m  (inruio h m  

Chanphin to Mcilwniih 1600 to 1886," in M.K. McNicholl and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (ais.) 

Omithlogy in Onrario Uomto: )hwk Owl), p. 59; Muiiii K. McNiehoü, "Briefbioenphies of 

(hduio omkhologists," in M.K. McNicholl and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) OmithoIogv in Onturio 

(Tomto: Hpwlr Owl), p. 316 

" Dr. Ccale wu ban pmbably in Nevis, West indies, a d  1 i d  in Woodstd where he 

obaQvsd rnd cdlectd b i  in Uppr Canada. WiIlYm Couper, bom in EaBlpDd, but pouiibty in 

Vamoat, wuas a proainent figure in CInrdim natuai W r y  and mrde &quent ccmtri'burim to 

CanaPa omilbology. Maitin K. McNichoU, '%riet biographes d ûntaio o m i t h o l ~ "  in 

M.K. McNYboll a d  JL. Cranmtr-Byng (eds.) OmithoIogy in Onmo floraato: W k  h l ) ,  p. 

327 



Badey (1 863-1948)?' niese pcipuIar field guides replaced the large and expensive bird-folios 

nich as I. 3. Audubon's Bir& ofr(menca (1 827-1 838) thrt were unsuitable for use in a d  

birdwatchg situasim. Field guides emerged as a remit ofa growiag demrad for infbrmation 

on birds. Alexander Milton Ross (1 832-1 897) based his Bir& ofCano& ( 1  87 1) ai his collection 

ofraiffed birds, 'Mich has been made in  mario o."^ The aim of hir field guide wss 'to supply 

a want long felt by those interestecl in the study of Cana& Omabology." By 1886, 

bidwatchers' "authoriry m the abject was Tbm Mcllwnitb's Bir& of Ontario, whkh heQd 

transfOrm the activity m(o a popular fbrm of recreatiadg3 

'Ibe hcreasmg demaad for aunsd birds pmadcd itself in the Ne of the taxidermy 

business. Most autario &es housed at 1- aie taxidezmjst Bop wben oauislins and people 

airiw about birds cculd leam, disnus, and pufchase bird rpecimens." For mort y m g  bys  

hterested in Ootpno's wildlifé, îaxidermy shaps pmvi&d a sanca~ry Tor theu bddbg interesfs. 

- 

w1 Mark V. Banow Ji., A Passion f i r  Bir&: Amencan Omithoiogy Am Aruiirbon -ceton, 

New Jersey. Princeton Unive~ity Press, 1998), pp. 156159 

292 Alexander Mihm Ross, nie Bir& of Ccnodrr (T'onl~~to: Hemy Rmell, 1871), pp. iii-iv. 

Ross, a physician and abolirioain, poasd as au oniithologist duriag the American Revoluth in 

order to help siaves escape c CPuQ. Car1 BillnwfS ' X o q  Alexander Miîtan," m F.G. 

Haipemy (4.) Dtctionmy of C411~1rb'm Biography W Uomato: Univemty dTormto Rar, 

lm), pp. 924-928 

&acon was one of JH. Fleming's fiai&, and the two of thcm met a Cross's taxkkrmy shop 

a d  engaged in omithological pursuits in the Toronto ngicm in the 188ûs. E J. haam, 

"RecoUectiolls of JH. Fleming's boybood and yciuth," Reming Memonut Papsrs (i'ormto: fhc 

B d e  Club, 194û), p. 24 

2% Sa M.K. McNidioU and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (ais.) Omithology in Ontario (T0t~150: Hnak 

hl, 1994). p. 172 and p. 366 



For example, m Toronto, Ohver Spanner's NmurlUt and Taxidermist Shq was the centre of 

amsiderable omidiological iaf~rmatioa.~ 

Birds were even popular féatum at local, provincial, md natiaml exhibaians. For 

instance, advertisements forthe tkmiltm and Gore Mecbanics Insatuia Exhibition kgan 

appdng in the Hamilton Evenïng Times ai Saturday, May 13,1862. The exhibition was to 

f a a ~ e  '%ne arts, manufhctures, machines, naturai history, curiosities," which inciuded - lys  

of M o u s  bd collcaions.lY At the Canadian National Exhibition, oie N d  History 

Department alro featursd omithological colledims as a popuiar aümàion of the exhibition. in 

1882, a Mr. Hening dsphyed hir bird coUedioa th mcMed several rpecies ofduck." 

By the close ofthe ninetsemh-cabuy, d a r i a l  buctwatching in sauthem Outario 

evolved into an urban middle-class activity as indivihals collectecl naturai objeas fbr their 

homes eithet for an aesthetic rppaC a mmpaitive spi* or a curiosity af naturai Wry. Natuai 

hurory colleaing prwicW w~improvement, h&y outdoors actiwty, an escape wban Me7 and 

a means to commune spinturlly wirb Gd, or to &bute somathing to science. Haivever, by 

the 1880s7 the adivity was graddy dewloping into a iarger North Amtricm cmtext that began 

severing its Links to the Br* Empire. By tbir the, Oiitrrio colledon s p d  theû ccmnecths 

not d y  provincdy and n a t i d y ,  but mon speaficrlly to the Unitcd States. For example, 

niomas McIiwraitb maimaind carinecticau witb Amaian mitbdogists such as W h  

m Percy A. Tavemer, 'The old taxidermy shop and Point Pela Days," FIeming MemoriaI 

Papers (Totollto: The Brodie Club, 1940). p. 25 

m ~ e ~ m ~ a n r a i , p ~ 3 ~ n > e ~ o m l t m ~ w n i n g ~ i m e s ,  13May 1862. 

2" Keitù Walden, Becoming M d e m  in Toronto (ïomto: University of Toram, 1999, p. 35 



Brewster and Robcit Ridgeway.= Whereas bkdwatchea dthe fbst haif of the nineteenth- 

cenbiry h e d  cm the Brhish tradition, Ontario birdwafchers subsequently sharad more in 

cornman with the Amenans m temu of the bu& they observeci and coileded. " 

Marianne G. Ainly, ' T b o w  Mcilwfadh (18241903) and the Bir& of Oaario," m M.K. 

McNichoU and J.L. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) Omîtblogy in Ontan'o Vonmto: Hawk Owî, 19941, p. 

X 

" Cul Berger, &ence. G d  andN're in Victorim C'am& (TOCOQ~O: Univemty ofToronto, 

1983), pp. 26-27; Suzanne E. ZtUer, I'nting Cana&: hrîy Pîctoriun .%ence and the Mea of a 

Trmcontinentai Nation Comato: UaivcrsRy of Tor~l~to, 1 W'), p. 272; MoriPme G. Ainley, 

The emergaicc of Canadian omabology: m historiaû ovcrylew to 1950," in W.E. Davis Ir. and 

JA J a h  (eds.) C~nt~btctions to îhe History of Nonh Amencan Omithology (îatnbridge, 

Massach-: 'Ihe N d  Ornithologid Club, 1995), pp. 283-302 



Thu chapter critically anaiyres recreatid birdwatching to determine how naions of 

empire shaped birdwaîchers' i d d e s  md ideas about bu& m souhem û5îario7 1791-1886. 

Accordmg to Prog aaairal hisbry "as a ds#nprive paradigrn was an uüerly beniga and abmpcr 

appropriation of the pianet. Claiming no tmnsfbfmative pdential whatsoever7 it diffiered sharply 

h m  o v d y  i n p e r d  axticulatioas ofcarqutn, conversion, territorial appmp&on, and 

en slave ment."^ This systern therefbte cmted "a utupian, innocent vision of Euopean global 

authonty," which she tenned "anti+aiquest."so' As nahuïiiists travclled to dicum lands, bey 

rap resW landscapes as Mmhrbw uapossessed, mhisbricwd, uncccnipied evea by die 

txavelen t h e m ~ l v e s . ~  N d  b r y  dtSCfiPtlau therefore omiaed hurnm preseace, including 

indigrnous pqulstioiis that mhabited these Ln&. In naîural history narratives, "pqk seem to 

d u l p ~ â o m t h c ~ e n i ~ 1 A d P m r p p m & e s - ~ & - d c a u s e i s d y h e c p n w o l k a ~ d u  

he pleases and mme things o&r himseifaud bis fien& back home."= 

However, in h e m  Ontano recreatjonai b i r d d c s z  exerted an explicit uiipehl 

pmence m Brirain's colmy through their fecreatianal prscPces. Rather than &hg mere innocent 

360 Muy Louise Prrq h p e r i d  Eys: T r . 2  Wnting and Tr411scuimration (New York: 

Raaledge7 1 Wî), pp. 3 8-39 

"' Mary Louue Praü, Imperid E p :  Travel Wnting and Tr411scul~rution (New York: 

Rodedge, 1992), p. 39 

" Mary Louue Ptaîî, Imperia1 E's: Trml Wnting and Tmnscrrlîurution ('New Y& 

Rodeâge, 1992), p. 5 1 

303 Muy Louise P w  Imperia1 Eyes: Travei Wiïting d Trytlls~~iturution (New York: 

Routisdge, 1992), pp. 5 1-52 



imperiaiism through direct milityr occupacion, the promorio11 of colunkation, and their Bririrh- 

olhinl bistory in their leisure time made beaer &cers, iess pme to alcobolb and d e r  

"vices" ltut duMged the rmlituy's hm. Worken and himers who joined mechanics imtkum 

military and d e r  occupation in üpper Canada. 

Fuidiemore, a number uf Bliruh militrry &cers and s d e r s  created aviîàuna listJ a d  

centre @ritain) by systematidy docummtmg the birds they collecteci, publirbmg their workr, 

and seading specimens hdc to Britain àunng dieir leisure t h e .  'Ihmugh the accumulaticm of 

"reflected and chsnelleà some ofthe rooiigest cirives in colonial cukure. h 
was an hstnmmt for the appmpriatiai rnd anarol of nature and a vehicle 
througb whch divine puipose aood remled, it was at ma an acceptable 
fwm of leiaue and a pah to fCCOgIlltion; ît piovided an &et fn Pnciiecrurl 
a ~ h a ~ 0 1 o a i i r l c i i v i m n w a t t h a ~ d t o b v c n o p u r m d n o  
traditions to stimulate the literary imgbati0~1.- 

Wnb the acquisition of New France, Britun "msppedn the amtmts oftùe newly acqulltd 

iand in sordhern Ontario. A number ofrscn;itiooaai birdwatchen se& as i n f ô d  explorers or 

30) Cui Beqer, Science. Gad anù Nmre in yicton'm Cam& (Tomam: UniVenay ofToroid0 

Press, 1983). p. 47 



' 'Gdibs and "Crusaes" of Bnrish N d  ~ m a i i c a . ~  As miliEPry officcrs, trawilers, a d  

d e n  observeci southern ûntano's birds, iiminl histary desaiptims and aviEauua lino helped 

catalogue the natural history ofthe new colony. Focusseù oa "cemn~ ofcaiailtioii" (e.g. 

Lad011 and Edinburgh) and "centres of accumulation", these plformai explorers d b u t e d  to 

the accumulstbd 0~010gica1  knowledge at the i m p d  centre (BlaUn) as a means to domiDote 

new lands and to extend the boimdaries ofaipire.fOl As British impeilllism was "o&n much 

lesr formai rhra airright rmiexation oftmaties daamiaiug 'rpberes of Muence'," i i~lunl 

history provided a tmhrming agemt Eor disseminasin8 the ideology of empire dwugh iîs 

pnaices, f i c h  included naming, cbssifymg, Prwi dacrlbmg navrl o b j s d ~ . ~  

The British miiiruy anicer ïhomrr Davia idbrmed tba impaul cear~r (Briîain) 

thiaigb his obsewations and collections. 'Ihrwgbmt the iate e w - ?  Davier mrde 

severai trips to Brirùh No& America and m y e d  parts ofthe St. b w m c e  @cm rad Lake 

Suzanne E. Zeller, "Nature's W v c n  and C m :  the sciemtific exploratim of British North 

America, 1 8ûû=l97O," in J.L. AUm (ed.) Nonh Amencan Exploration: A Continent 

Comprehnded (Lincoln and Landon: University of Nebraska Ress, 1997), pp. 190-243 

Bnmo Latour, Science in Action: H m  to Follow Seientists and Engineen through h e t y  

(Mih Keynes: Open Univers* Press, 1987), pp. 220-235; David P. Miller, ''Joseph Banks, 

empire, ad "centra of alcullion" m the Iric Hanoverian London," m D.P. MiMer imcî PH. 

ReiU (eds.) Msions of Empire: Viyclges, Borany, unàfipmsentati'om of Nnwo (rambndge: 

Cambridge University h, 1996), pp. 21-38. 

307 John Gascoigne, '7he ordering of nature rad the oréaing danpire: a commartary," in D.P. 

Miller ad PH. Reill (eds.) Visions of Empire: Voyages, Botany, cmdRQpresentations ofNamm 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Ras, l9%), p. 1 1 1 



(kdorio to Niagara with the Royaî A r t i l l e q ~ . ~  During lis leime t h e ,  he uscd hu skiiis and 

position to pa& remrd, and d e c t  bird speçimcais in Britidi North America whik nvveying the 

newly aquired territ~xy.~ While ai diiry in Britah, he prwented a paper ai preserving birds to 

John Eb, whicb was read to die Ropl Society m 1770 and then publishd in Philosophimi 

Tronactionr. Davies must have alCo collecteci and preserved bird drins m Arnerica, as Bnlish 

naamks commenteci on his No& Amencan bird wlleàim. For mstance, British naturalist 

John Ldbni stateû that Davies's collection had "many scarce specimens, especially f b  North 

herica, which he has seen n pains to colltcr and anange h i m ~ l f . ' ~ ' ~  As Davies mMumed 

ccmtacts wnh d e r  miliury officers intarraed m birds, he most iikely ma CMa Blagdai in 

Rhode I r h d .  Oa 10 April 1779, natmabt Charles BLgden refened to a Capab Davies, ' M o  

hs caPiilly faind better opportuaities ofcoiiccting in thir c o ~ e y d i P n  any person bclcmghg to 

the amy.'' "' h g h  hk donnai observatjcms, poiidiogs, and collections, Davies contribuîed 

sigt~incady to Britain's centre of aupmultim. As he devwd iastructiocls on pqaring d e d  

specimens for der  milauy officers and natunlinc, he a h  made birâs mobile and easily 

transportable to the unperd centre. 

Captain Edwrrd Sabme (1788-1883) provided an exîensive avifâuna Lid of Bnrirb Nonh 

Ameria in his 18 14-1 8 15 orniiho1ogid ndabook. Sabine served on the Niagara M e r  at the 

VidorL Dickenson, Druwnfiom Lifo: Scrence cnd An in the Portrayai ofthe New World 

(Torooto: T o m 0  University Rars, 1998), pp. 189-198 

Viaria Dickenson, Dmwnfiom Lijé: Sidence und An in the Porîrayai of the New World 

Cofonto: Torrmto Univemi& Press7 lm), pp. 196-197 

"O Vicîuria Dickenson, Drawnfiom Lifé: Science andArt fn the Portrrr)uil of du N m  World 

(Tonmto: Tomuto UniYCfSitY Press, 1998). p. 197 

Regmaid Heber Howe, Jr., "Sir Chorlez Blagden, eariiest of Rhode W d   mim mol^^'' in 

Amricm Nasirruiist (June 1 W3), p. 44 1 



siege of Fort Erie, aad fater at Quéôec, show Mre his m m  to England m 18 16. hnng bis 

twr of- he collectai birds thnwghout northeastm United Stares and By 

systernaticaily clsdjmg each species using tbe Linnaeau classification sys&em, his jaimal 

resembled T~OIIL~S  P m ' s  Arctic 200Zogy (1 784.85) as he and described birdP in 

similar ways. By appl-g scicianinc nomenclolun, he transfbrmed his a v i f â d  obsenrabons 

imo usefd knowledge tha could be stored n the centre of accumulation and reused for h u e  

eYcpl0~01ls. 

Furthemore, Sabiae mort likely sent specimens bck to his brothet, Joseph Sabine 

(1770-1837), d i l e  aatioaed on the Niagara m e r .  l-h, an M e a i  PlbYrlin in Billin, 

gained authority ai the mouhmg, migration, and h b t s  o f  British birds. Joseph Sabme's work on 

birds a b  ccmtribd to the Linnaean and Royal Socides in Londm throughout his lifè, anci 

m e d  an -ive NoRh Amencan bLd colledan. Bntub mrge~~laaturalist John Richardson 

and William Swai~~aii bdh acknowledged his private museum in Fmnu BureaZi-Americum 

(1 83 l), as "this gedeman bat long stuâied Omdbology of the Hu&m's h was 

therefore Joseph's collection dbirds tbrr Eûward mon U e l y  refened to in his journal, as he 

made fiquent refkrences to a "los-" ~olledion.~~'' As Edward collectai, his bmber a c W  as a 

312 Sabme, klcr lmown fbr his work in astmomy, tamühl magnaism md ornirhology, was 

seaaid captain of the Bnùrh Royal Arrillery durhg the War of 18 12 and served in Upper Cmoda 

in 1814-1815. Bominhib l in , Ire laad ,Edwud~~ared~M?rIowrnd~dieRoyr l  

Miianry Academy at WooîvPhich. Su Eûwad Sabine? Omiihological Ndeboics, 1814-18 15, 

vol.1 MG 24456, Red, A4621 NAC, Oatania, Chtario 

313 J o b  Richankm and William Swair~~ao, Fawvr Boreuli-Amriamu (Loadon: John Murrôy, 

I W ) ,  p. xii 

314 Sir Edwad Sabine? Om*thoIo@d Notebooh, 18 14-18 15, vol. 1 MG 244356, Red, A4621 

NAC, Octawa, -O; G.S.B., "Sabine, Joseph (1770-1837)," in L. striphen and S. Lee (ais.) 



''centre ofaccumubticm" as he dissémmabed lmowledge abad British Noxth American birds 

thraigh his Darunl history socides md his published popers. 

Major Wdliam Ross King, a "sportsman and nahd id ' ,  slso documeated many of 

d m ,  (kmuio's bird specie~.~" His authority was W on "a sajaun in these regions, 

extenduig over a period of three years," whenby he habiluslly recurded in his 'hatôbook 

mernorand on the haunts and habits of the birds and aaimals which 1 have endeavoured to 

describe in the succeeding poges."16 As one critic m Tiie Gentleman 3 Magazine (1867), 

%e has thrown m c b  lighr upaa the babiu and gaieral zoologid relations of the animais 

inbabibg the somewhaî caid regiaas ot~~iuda."" Hk work was rlso nviewed in the Ibis, die 

jaunrl ofthe Briûsh Omdhoiogid Union. They stated, "thu handsome volume brou@ out by 

Major King cairpins an accaint of some ofthe birds of Canada, dnwn up with wme ngarâ to 

s c i d c  accuncythst L usuai una ig  sporcing writers."" King's aidhcrity dissemuiated ideas 

about Bririrb North American bis& to a popdm and Zcimtifidy o r i d  audicoce. Simikrly, 

n>o Dictiomy of N a t i o ~ f  Biogmphy. ?Mi ((Oxfard hfbtd University h, 1963-1964). p. 

568 

''%un, The sportsmaa abroad," The Gentleman T Magazine (Jan. 1867), p. 41; W h  Ross 

King, n e  S'rtsmun anù Natwaiist in Cam& ~ O ~ O I I ~ O :  Coles Pub. Co., 1974), p. 121; 

originally pubiished in 1866. 

W h  Ross Kiag, ni0 Spmmun mdhraturaiist ln Cana& floiodo: Coles Pub. Co., 

1974), p. vi  

317 Anon, "Ibe spo- abmiad," Grntleman S Miogme (Jan. 1869, p. 43 

'" Awa, "Recent ornithoiogd publications: King's Sportatm and NatuaW P Canada," Bis 

3 (1867),p. 1 3  



Captaiu Henry Hadfieid &O COQfnbuteû to documesniiig Kington's avi6auna as he publisbed his 

hciings in the Zooiogist duriug the 1 850s and 1 860s .3'9 

Britirh settiers, sudi as Charles Fahngill, were llro instrumental in describing souhem 

Oniuio's av&uua for Bncisb connuription. Fahergdi's efforts included orpming a L m  

and Philosaphical Society of Upper Cauaàa at York m 183 1 and a Lyseum of Natual Hidory m 

1835 m order to inventory the interior of BriPsh No& Amena. * k g h o u t  bir Me, he 

worked towards his "Mernoin and lllustratiau ofthe Naturai Histury of the British Empire" as 

he spent several yean observing and colledng zoological specimens in ScoCland, the Isle of Man, 

the Shetiand a d  Orkrey bknds, and twea~y-four years' midence m Cana& ai h q e s  of 

sludyuig the zooiogy of Biitkh North ~ m e r i c a . ~ '  Fadiergdl d e d i d  his work to the King O€ 

"' Henry Hadfield published s e d  articles in Th4 ~ l o g i i s t  imcludiug, 'Birds of Canada 

c h e n d  near Kingston," Tho Zoologisr 22 (1864), pp. 9297-93 10, and "Birds of Canada 

observeci aear Kingston during the Spring of 1858," The Zoolog~st 17 (1859), pp. 67016709; pp. 

6477452. 

* Suzame E. Zeller, I m t i n g  C~M&: Emly Victorim Science ami the Idea of a 

Tmcontinentai Nation Pomto: Universisy of T-O, 1987). p. 22; Charles Fadiergiiî, 

Proposed Lycmm of Natural History, and the Fine Am. in the City of Toronro uoraûo: W.I. 

C m ,  1835), pp. 1-2 

J.L. Raillie dacribai Fahergdl's wodc in bis vt ick oa b'Charies Fahergdi, 17824840," 

Cimudiun Histoncal Review 25 (1944). pp. 379; Paul Ranney, " F ~ ~  CMe," in F.O. 

Halpemy (4.) Dictiomy of C d a n  Biogq~hy, W Vora*o: University dTomcdo Pressp 

1988), pp. 317-321 



Great BnoiD and statd 'ihr I should me &y be able to prrscilr the S o w i g n  ofmy and 

my Countrymen with somerhing oftbis hnd th.r diould be more w ~ r t h ~ . ~  

In Edward Talbds (1 80 1 - 1 839) Five Years ' Residence jn the C&s: Inciuding O Toirr 

niracgh Parî of the United States ofAmetic4. in the Year 1823 ( 1  8%), Trlba's pwpore was "to 

give a me descnptim of mer Cliiada, to npresenî the vast importance offha portion of his 

Majesty's dependencies, and to demoastrate rome of its capabilities as a grand fieid of 

colonitriim." 323 Edward, Wfio emignted to mer Cana& in 18 18 and '4cl;rimd a 'hi* lirauy 

nputatiotl'," piovided dduled accaims ofthe birds he observed in Upper Canada.3B images of 

Jaahem Omrrio bir& were tberefore nprociuced far a Bnriah audience &emsted in coîoniai 

naturai history. 

* Fdergill's impublishecî mriiurcripl was quded m IL.  Baillie's "'Chades FathergiII, 1782- 

1840," C d m  Histoncul Mew 25 (1944), p. 379. 

323 Edwud A. T a l w  Fiw Yeors' Residènce tn dio C ' s :  ImIdng  cr Tour Through Part of 

the United 3ates ofArneria in the Yeur 1823 (Wikefield, W.: S.R Rtôlisùers, 1%8), p. iii 

'U Edwud Man Talbat was ban in Ireiamd. He was a m i h  officcr, inventot, schoohster, 

rndjaimrliqmdwarmstnnndinmovingthe~fwtheLoadondicrnq~,h 

Vittoria in Norfôlkto the town p h  of Loadon. Daniel J. B- ''Edwud Ailen T w n  in F.G. 

Halpmy (d) Dictiomiy of Camcii'on Biogrop@, W flomm: University dTomoto h, 

1988). pp. 842-844 



camd k ovcrstded witb wood and water. Banenness and feibility, vigau a d  decay, with all 

their immeàiate variaies, muot aowd iato coq d'oeil of a pictue that wwld please him.'= 

imperhi birdwatchers pornicmed themselva as authorities cm nature's beauty. The task of tbe 

imperial bodwaeher was to cuhivate m d l y  Ontario's wiidemess witb appmpride aestbeâic 

and spiritual categories for the iutunl world. 

As Vnperial meaticmal bdwatchen judged the aczdiaics of sublime and ùeautifbl m 

birb, they ah0 jjudged southcm Ontario bUdP as iderior to those fkom Brioiri. British birb 

t h e h  bccome the standard to whicà c o l d  bink were evalmid and judged. Accordmg to 

Tallbat, "it is nmprkable, &at, arncms this immense asembiage of 'wiaged hl '  that frequcut 

Canada chumg the Summer, tizere are no singing birds." Talba remforced his views by 

"1 mce hard a gentleman, who was g d y  pnjudiced against the 
Canadas, assert, that, in his apinicm, the ~amey bore eviâent marks ofûaving 
inamci a prmculor degree of the Divine dupleasure; and, Eor the 
~ r c e m e a t o f t h i s ~ c n a i ~ h e u r g a d , t h d t h c b i i d s d C l i u d o c a i l d  
nat sin& the flowers emiacd no scea& the men haâ no hearts, ancithe womai 
had no wtue.'ja6 

[England ccinay but iî never attempts to h g .  t is a -id inactive bird and mwilliog to get 

upon the wing; samiugiy as tguoraut of the art of fi* as it is ofthe science o f m u o î ~ . ~  

" Edward A. Taiôoî, F i  Years' Residence in the C&s: Inçlding cr T m  ïhough Part of 

the Uhited Sraies of Amenca, in t k  Yeur 1823 (Wak&M, W.: S.R Publisbers, 1968). p. 287 

" Ediaard A- Ta lw FM Yeurs' Resi&nce in akP C h :  IncJish'ng irg(i Tour lkraugh Part of 

the WMted %aies ofArneria in the Year 1823 (Wakdieki, kg.: S.R Publishm, 1968). p. 227 

Edwarû A. T w  Fm Yeud Resiknce in the Cmi<liim: l11cIuùing a Tuur Zîuvugh Pon uf 

the United hies  ofAmerica, in the Year 1823 (Walrafield, hg.: SJL PubIishen, 11968). p. 234 



Anoa Jarneson (1794-1860) pmaounced, "aprogos to birds, we have a h !  No singiiig 

birds in Canada. Tbere is, mdeeâ, a W e  crwhire ofthe ouzel hd, which baunts my gardai, and 

has a lm, sweet wubk, to wbidi 1 listen with plearnire; but we have nahmg like the nch, 

cOlaSitluous ~ i a g  of the ni@ngale or iark, or ewen the linnet." Jarnesrna's Wînter Sru<fies unà 

Summer Ràmbles, based on her tour of southwestern Ornano, was a crÏtical and popular succas, 

which reinforceci Anna's reputath as a writerm 

Tbe aatuiolist Caaharine Parr TraiU compared the Canadian robin to tbat of the ' 'robind 

breasty' of B d a h  *le residmg in the b;rchvOOdS of "The m g  ofthe Canadian 

robm is by no means despicable," she mamied, "its n w  are clear, s w e  aud Yarious; it 

posresses the severai c h d  lively charader that ~ g u i s b e s  the car01 of its namesalce; but the 

general habits ofthe bird are very dissimilar. The Canadian &in is les sociable with mm." 

" Aana Jamcroq Winier SNmies anà Summer Ilimbles in Cana& Forcuto: McCleünnd and 

Stewart, lm), p. 178 

Anna Brome11 Murphy was born in Dubün, ireland, and marriai Roôen Jamesw, who 

becamemattoiwygeneralofUppaCaaadam 1833. Onher tw , sûe~ara tedhrnher  

husband and roturneci to EriBlpnd. S e  wnne severai works such as A La& f Diav or Diav of 

un Ennopie, and was &kn& wirh Gocrbe's daugher m-iaw, m i e  vra Goahe, and Rokn md 

Eiizakch Barra Bmwing. Ciara Thomas, "Arma Brownell (Jamesm) Murphy," m F.G. 

Hilpamy (ad) Dictiomry of CmrIJm Bzograp&, ViIi ~ o m t o :  University of T m  h, 

1985), pp. 648-65 1 

CÏthuiae P. TniU, The &rckwOOdS of C<niod<l flomato: McCleUmd md Stewart, 1989), p. 

184 



experience" in the badrwouis of m e r   anad da."' 

Naaire appreMtion was tau@ and leamed, and nat intuitive, as "a taste for Iiaunl. 

abjects must be awakened and cultivateci, More enjoyment cri be derivecl h m  the casual 

obser~atiaa."~~ Edmund Burke's division of aanup h o  the sublime and beautiful provided a w 

of d e s  for appreciating the beauty of b~ds." "By beauty," he stated, Y mean tba quolay or 

diose purihies in Wes, by which they cause love, or rome passion similar to iCdS For 

example, "m the animal mdaa," nnall and c o l d  bink were classinecl as ûeautifui. The 

sublime, on the der han4 surnrnmd the me-inspiring, terrible, and grand. 

'Wkeverisfidted hmysorttoexchethtid~dp~mddrager,thitkto 
say, WbptCver iZ in my sort terrible, or is caversant about tmibla ob jm,  or 
operates in a mmner analogau to tem, is a sauce of subiime; tàat is, it is a 
productive of the strmgest ernotion which the m8id is capable offmh8.'as 

j3' Cliharine Pur Tnill's der natuxai burory woik incluàed Ca~diian lpild FIowen (1868), 

Afar in the F m s t  (1871), M e s  of PIonr Life in Cana& (1885). S e  wu plcc i n s t r m d  m 

promothg immigrahm and d e m e n t  to the province throughout the ninaeanih-. 

PtoniaiOOal materiah included nie Femle Emnngrant's Guide (1854), nie Condan Scttier's 

Gui& (1 86O), and BackwOOdS in Canodir ( 1  836). 

Society for the Diffiisian of Us& Knoarledge, The Architecture of Bir& (Ladan: Charles 

Knigbt, 1 W), pp. 2-3 

333 Stephen J. Wd, 'The invisible woman," in B.T. Gtcs and A.B. Siaeir (eds.) Nuzurai 

Uoquence: Women f?.em.scn'be Scionce (Maâhi: University of Wi~coecin Press, L W ) ,  pp. 27- 

39 

3~ Wmund M e ,  The Sublime d kaunfi/ (Oxfbrd: Oxford University Ras, 1796), p. 77 

" Edmmd Burke, nie Svblimo mdBeau@I (Oxfod: ûxhrd Uaiversity Press, 1796), p. 36 



For instance, ''thme are many animais, wbo th@ frr fmm bing large, as yet capable of nimg 

ideas of the sublime, because they are cooliderd as abjects ofterrot.'" 

As recreatid birdwatchen Peordied fw "beautifW a d  "sublime" experiences in birds, 

cettain bird species evoked appropriate reqxmses. Peihrps it was the cry ofthe snowy owl th( 

atîracted Captain Ross King alim describing the species. The subhe could be expericnceâ anrh 

'the cries of animais" witb "the angry tones of wild beasts," which cause "a great and awfiil 

sensation." He stated, "the cry ofthe snowy-owl is most home and dismal, and bas been weli 

cornparrd to thPt d a  niU grown mau m distress for assi~timce."~~~ 

Bald-hded eagles and flucks ofpassenger pigeans w m  der sigbts tbrt tecteabcmai 

bimlwrtdiers hoped to admire while in the Onuio wilderness. As Ron King exclaimec!, "fèw 

ngbrs of tbe kind caa weil be more so, than dut ofthe great-whiteheadedegîe [sic] on the wing: 

a spectacle 1 bad the graûfication of wirnessing in the neighbourhood of the Falis ~ i a g a n ] . ~ '  

M e d  D o m a  (1 8 1 1-1887) hoped to view passenger pigeons on his trip as he stataî, "pigeons 

were the next ofthe wcmdm 1 imged to h m e ü  ream&â, "it was dusk and tbere was a 

large number then, no &&eming ofthe rky, of c m ,  or rny such sublimrty, but we went home 

3' Edmund Burke, The Sublime und B e c ~ f i r I  (ûxford: ûxfbrd University Pms, l7%), p. 5 1 

" Wfiiam Ross Kiug, nia Sponsmmi and N4turalist in Cunado (?'orouto: Coles Pub. Co., 

1974), p. 109 

3 3 ~  Williim Ross kg, Tho Spomnuar andhrhîr~list in Crmrido ~~O~OI ICO:  Coles Pub. Co., 

1974), p. 107 

Al&d Doma was bom in Sunsy, bigland, and waild becocne r New Zmhd col& 

statemm and poet. He befnended Roôert Bmmbg the poet rad remaineci firends thmghout 

his life. His maivation fbr muriDg Canach ans fw pleasure. S.L.L., "Domag M d  (181 1- 

1887)," m Leslie Stcphen (ed.) Dictionaty of British Bography (Ladon: Smith, Elder, and Co., 

1888). pp. lW-2ûû 



weli pleased at the pamJ vaifcaîim of au mticipaioas.. . . ïhey sir in rows almg 16e brmdies 

as maianles and grave Y those whitebearded senators of Rome the Godir brdre in upai in days 

of 01d."~ 

'Ibe hummingbird was anbher s p i e s  that eliciied a mmmaic response since irs "sbape 

and colouring, yielb to none ofthe winged species, of which b is the leost; a d  pahsps his 

beauty is h c e d  by his srr~allaau.'~' To the British milituy ofocer Jasper Grant, the 

hummuigbird was "beatdifid and ro variais t h  you will meet in the woafs my b d  of plumage 

your imagination can f ~ r m . " ~  Similariy, George Head (1 182-1855) reveled in the 

hurnmingbird's omnip~~~c11c-e while staîiaaed m Lake Huron for four "At this 

mom-" Head exchund, "a üale b u g  macor sb like a giowing Eorl offire acioss the 

den; and 1 saw, for the fht tirne, with dmvrrioa and astcmishment, whll in a moment 1 

r e m g m d  to be the gmtest of Nature's beauties of the fkabereci ma, that nsplendmt Living 

gexn, the hmmbg bidnYJ Hk book was very pop& in Bntun as ''bu taie is ~uaply told and 

hu pic&ure is a correct one aad whoever read his book wiU lmow as much of the for- of 

w Alncd D o m e  nie Canadion Jmml of Alfiod Domen: k i n g  w Emactf iom a Journal of a 

Tour in C&, the United States and Ja&cu (Land- Ontario: University of Western 

Outario, 1955). p. 53 

E h d  Burke, The Sublime unà Beuunfirl (Oxfbrd: M t d  University Ru, 17%), p. 132 

ktter fiam Jasper GrPrnu> Thomas Grant 31 Sepanber 1802, Jasper Gran Fm& MG240 

F128, NA A-2080, NAC, Ottawa, (hrtano 

~3 Sir George Head wu an older bmher uf Sir Francis kd, Nah lieutmant of Upper Canada. 

The Head M y  was vcry close to h h r p m t  Sinme's b ü y .  See Mary Beacock T y r ,  

Eiizubeth Poshmu Simcue. 1762-1 850 (ïoraato: Dundunr Rcu, 19û9), p. 79 and p. % 

" sir George ~ a â ,  FOW &enes ond~n~ident~ in  th^ WZMS o f ~ o r t i ~  ~menca @dm: J. 

Murray, l829), p. 313 



Amenca as if he had shvered thro' a winter himself For Head, the hummingbird was na 

only kautinil, but it mduced a spiritual respoase wbereby the "glowing c a l  of fire7' and 

"respleadeut living gem" brought bim closer to 'Wature", or God. Perhaps birdwatîben revered 

the hummingbird for b uiiqueness to the Amena.  The British bird papuiarizer John k l d  

(1804- 1881) travelled specifically to No& Amena m seard, o f h u ~ a i n g b u d s . ~  He evan tried 

to keep a couple ofhummingbirds in captivity by feediug them saccharine fluid. However, his 

attempt failed as they did once he nacbed ~ o ~ b n d . ~ '  

Imperid Souvenirs 

As imperhl birdwatchen r a n d  the Ontario wildemess, recreatioaal birdwatchers 

collected M d  birds as souvenirs of tbeu trip. Stuffod birds represented tangible proofs of their 

3~ Sydney W .  l a c m  Galioping Head: A Biography of Sir Froncls Bond Head 1793-1875 

(London: Phoenix House, l958), p. 50 

W d  pmduced 2,999 Meremt fblio picturrJ in as many as sevm volumes, however, his more 

popular works included bis Bir& of Great Britain, which was ~produced 500 tirneo. in AUon J. 

Richards, n e  Birdwatcher 's A-Z (North P o e  Vt. : David md Charles, 1 %O), pp . 12 1 - 122. 

His d e r  works included Bir& ofAustruIia (1840-48), Bir& ofAsrio (1849-1883), and 

Munograph of the Hurnming-Btrds (1 84961). Gouîd eould na have accornplùbed his work 

without the help of bis wifè, Elirabah Gould, wbo p d  the majonty ofhis bYds. IsabeUa Tm, 

The Ruling Passion ofJohn Gmrld: A Biography of the Birdman (Laidon: Bame and lenkins, 

1991), pp. 45-46 

I" By 1887, Gould7s Melong obsession manifesteci itself into a collection of  1,500 m~unfed and 

3,800 unmouapd spechens, plus numerau pahthgs and plates. While in Canada, he visiied the 

Canadian Inam*s and the Moatnsl Natual Hisîory Sociw. IsabelL Tm, Tho Ming Passion of 

John Gould: A Biogtaphy of the Birdmon (Laidon: Barrie and JenLins, 1991), p. 192 



diScoveria and wilderness tom. However, as Canahan &ed birds provideci a pleasumble 

experimce for travehg budwaîchar after ntaming to Blaain, collecting birds was a c o l d  

rfFur "in whidi knowledge of the living and dced bodies" of  birds "was part ofthe systems of 

unequai exchauge of ampctive colcmiahm," and ecological imperiolimi.w Funhermore, birds 

were cornmodified as part ofthe western capitalist system that apprcrpriated living beings 6 r  

financial gain, apecirlly as part &a hvelapmg tairisn indur~y in d m  Ornuio. 

lhroughout the nineteenth-century, natunl curiosities such as stdM birds cculd be 

pufdiased as souvenirs at museums Pnd taxidenny shaps. For example7 a Niagara Falls, "Mt. 

Buneü's Museum of naturai and ucificial curiosiries" housed ''upwudr to 800 d f k û  mùask of 

various IuoQ and dfscriptio~ls," wbicb were "arranges! very WYnilly so as to qns- a Grest 

~ c a i e . ~ ~  The nrainl history abjects were all ''caaugbt in the vicinity of the Falls," aad 

''dniLted to de- the eye, improve the understanding, and menci the h m . "  One of the main 

attractions wrs the baldagle, ''the aoblest of crgles of the h d  deight to hover amund the Falls; 

aod they are frrquearly Wed, shSed, and o&rd for d e . "  ''' 
W h  Pope. ai his tour to Niagara FIUs iu 1834-35, aiso describeci the stufbd birds 

available fa pudmse a the mwcumr. He statai, "there are mo of dvec mus- at which we 

msy k purcbased curioriîies nich as mine&. . . which are met with at the Falk md the 

Y Graham Brown, 'ToMLm and symbolic catmmptioc1," in P. Johnrca and B. Thomas (&) 

Chice md D e d  in Tourtsm (Landon: Manseli, 1992). pp. 57-72; MiLe Cmg, "Pictuhg 

pracîias: nsearch throir$h the tcinn gaze," Progress in Hunmr Geopopizy 2 1.3 (1997) pp. 

359-373 

3a9 Dainr J. Hiuaway. Pnmate fisionsr Gemk Race. a d  Nature in the MMern IPorùi of 

Soence (New Yo*: Roialedge, 1989), p. 19 

" Honrio A Pamms, Zk BookofNjagum Falk (Wiffnlo: Steel and PecL, 1838), p. 17 

Horatio A. PMOOS, m e  Book of Nigara Falk (Wdnlo: Steel and pedi l838), p. 17 



rurraunding cmutry. niey have collectioos a b  of &ed birb aniruals, etc.. . "3'2 Perhaps d 

was Mr. Barnett's museum where Frances Elizabeth Owen purdiased stuffed birds as souvenirs 

for her ûiend. Owea visded Upper Canada m the 1860'~~ and ber tour mcluded a trip to the 

Niagara region, where she "purchased bluebirâs at Niagara Falls for a cbeap pr idJn  

Taxidemy therefore became the pradice ofchanging a live bud uito an object for 

umnimptioa, which Evemdm termeci "reifi~atiai."'~ Several üavel guide authon included 

instnidions on coi lahg and preserving stuffed birds, such as Charles Waterton (1782-1865). 

Watertoa devoted a conipiete chapter ''a presenring birds for cabinets of naîu~al history" in his 

~anderin~s."' As Alfied Domett reterreâ to Watertori in his Canadian journal, he may have 

followed Watertw's instnictions as he colleded birds during bis trip to Upper cana&.'% Domeü 

selected his bir& catefirlly based on theit aesthetic and viaial appeal. He recouated: 

"1 sniûèû a féw beauhfiil birds of which there were already many in the woods. 
lbsre was the golden oriole (Baltimore oriole), a dark yeliow bird tbe site of a 
rpanow, the exquisite red-bud (Red tanager or Blackwing Redbird) - the whole 
gracefiil body of a deep crimm the excepring wiags and tad of ja black, the 
bluebird ~ o t u c i l f a  Sialis) - dark violet on the back, a pale primmse under the 

"' Wdliam Pope, in M. A. Garland (ed). Wiliiom Pope 's Joumul March 28, 1 834-Mmh 1 1. 1835. 

(London, Ontario: Lawsai Mernorial Library, University of Western Ontario, 1952-54), p. 48 

"' Frances E.O. Monck, My Canadian Lems: An Accacnt of a Yisit to Cana& in /86J-/865 

(London: Richard Bsntley and Sai, 1891), p. 66 

3W Neil Evemdm, The N a m l  Alien: Humnktnd and the Emttronment flororito: University of 

Toroato, 1993), p. 88 

Charles WateRai, Wuderings in South Amerka (Upper Saddle Rivet, N.J.: Gregg Press, 

1968), pp. 321-341 

'" Alfied Dom- The Cmmdian Jmmf of AIfied Donwtî: Being an Emoct j b m  a Journal of a 

Tour n> Cam&. the United States and Jumuïcu (ïmd011, ûntario: University of Western 

Ontario, 1955), p. 54 



top ofthe winp and a streak Ofthe same COLOUI QL ea& si& of the head and 
sbove a b e a W  &et mst ofthe back ofthe head."" 

Dowa m g e d  bis birds according to colour, rbape, and sire. In relation to m e ' s  d e  cm 

''beauty in oolour", "if?he colours k drcmg amd vivid, they are dways diversined, and the object 

is never of one strong c~lau."'~ Therefore, Domett's birds exhibited colirndmg colow such as 

duk yellow, exquisite mi, deep crirnsall, Qilr viol* md pale primrose ail combined to aüract 

the eye of the observer. Awough Domett ursd Latin names fbr a fnu of the bink he collected, 

his imeoticms were nat scientific as he tnvelld for pleasure. His collection was mort iikely for 

bis curiosdy cabin* -ch s d  as a "meatal diorama'' of the trip. "' As Menill statd, the 

Cunosdy abhet wrci me dominant metaphor for the aadiaic science of arauPl bistory during 

the nineteeaihsentury. For collectors. the curiosw cabinet qresented "the physid analogue 

ofthe activity of dedibg. b senmi as a ispository fôr aii mamer o f c o U d  iirrurol objrdr, 

which, stimulatmg to the mind and eye, Ient themeives to comemplaticm and rbeer aesthetic 

plea!iure.'- 

The collection also symboüzed porsessiaa of the world where tbe imperul birdftratcber 

acquired natuai objw h m  amund dirrPat Ln&. Bird coilsdions si@d the mroeriol woofih. 

vastness, and p w  of the Britjsh Empire as foreign specimms were tragile pmof of 

3 n  ALaad Dom* The C d m  Jmnrol of Alfiod Domtt: Boing on &tr(~ctfiorn a Journi of Q 

Tour in Cm&. the United States andJamaica ûntatio: University of Watnn 

(hnuio,1955), p. 54 

'" Edmund Burke, The Sublime c d  Beatzrl (Oxhrd: Orrfbrd University Ras, 1796), p. 100 

3% Lynn L. M e d i ,  me Romance of Mctorim Nohrml History (New YorL: Oxfoid University 

Press, 1989), p. 257 

YO Lym L. Memil, The Romunce of ficrorimr Naîwal Htstory (New Y& Oxfad Uniwrsity 

Rsr, 1989), p. 107 



BrirM's expanhg aiahoriry and affluence, and the grandeur ofthe moiiordiy." The 

Internat id Exhibition in Laidon, 1862, epitomized Brillin's empire of nature. Bird cdlections 

h m  Bririrh colonies, bah aesthetic and scieatific, wen dupbyed and signified Briliob 

dominance in the worid. For example, as me critic stated, "to begm with au cdmial 

possessions.. . Cam& has m6 seved cases of birdr to iflustrate her Omu. niese are exhibited 

by Mr. James 'Ihompson of Montreal and Mr. S. W. PasSmore of Torcato. The sesies of No&- 

Amencan Anatidea, though n b  partiailorly weU Stuffed, nor including my varicries, is very 

fnr.- A d o g u e  ofCanada's ornibiology included the vernacuhr and scientific names of 

birds? Aithaigh Heama~ niggested "the imailrrioiiP1 exhxhibitims provided the developing 

colonies a Bridch North America wilb an o p p o w  to construct a self-id- and to brœdast 

it to the world," it wu appeponat tbr< British authorities oa biràs d l  viewed Canada as a colooy 

of the empire." 

" Hanet Ritvo, 'The order of nature: c~llsoucticm the coUeaionr of ViaoriPa Zoor, " m RL 

b e  md William A. Diesr (eàs.) New W o r b ,  New himois: Fmm Memgeries to Zooio@uzl 

Park in the Nineteenth Cennvy (Bahmore md London: The Jobn Hopùins University Rts, 

1 9%), pp ,47050 

3a Anon, "Ornidio1ogy m the bmatioaal Exhibit&" Bis 4 (1862), p. 283 and p. 286 

" hitemational Exàibmon, Cam& EaFt ut the Intemtiowl Erhtbttio~ 1862: a dosc~ptive 

cutaiogue of the mineml <nd ugngncuIttmZ prarfucts. woods, md nromfacmred articies. etc ... on 

editbrt i~njbn Eprrem Com&: with o lijr of the awards of me& ond honorable wtentions ru 

Cmdian exinbitors (Laition; G. Nomipn, 1862) 

3a &bah H- ~ngIoriow Ans of Peace: Exhibitions in C&m Suciety dcwing the 

Nineteenth Cenmty Vomto: University of Totanto Press, 1999, p. 14 1 



ce-, a gruwing coacem of the meaning ofbemg British increased am- middlç and upper- 

" r a d  difltérerice was aewr secureci in the co1011ies due to misce8enation, 
reCNitment of caaprador elites and the lors of whires ping 'tutive'. Ruies 
devised for thnt cmtext, md which s e d  to distinguish a raeializad d e r ,  
ôecame ccxîes appiied back home to stabilise bourgeois i d d e s  lgamst the 
di&rrP thnds of cliirs, or ahnicby, which in tum became r a e i a i i ~ d . ' ~  

domhance P the narne of empire. As abonpals did n a  obsme birds withh tbe British aminl 

hirtwy tradnon, i ~ ~ ~ e r i a l  bklwatchers viewed them as primitive, uneducatsd, anci too uucivilized 

to lmow the ciifkence between bud rpecies or to judge them aesthhdy. According e Eùward 

Taîbat, who miimiued there were "no singing birds" in mer Cana&, "the CPudinor 

[abngmals] & nat lhmL so; for, king ignoraat ofthoa caiimies in which every tm is voal, 

and every 'bush wiih o i ~ e ' s  music rings', they imagine that ail birds wbich caa chump and 

pr~miiizeci aborigmrl lmowledge by daiying them their spahul cumection to the n a û d  world. 

An&- C. Hoiman, A Seme of their htq: Midde-cIassfomtion in fictofian Ontario rowns 

(MOlltreaf: McûillQuecn's University Ras, 2ûûû). p. 5 d pp. 19-20 

" Gerry Keams, ''The imperial subject geogaphy and -1 in the wo* of Mary Kmgsly and 

HalfOrd MscKinder," Tmnirctim of the Instiirue of British Geographen 22 (1997), p. 45 1 

EdWUd A. Talbot, FM Years' Residence in die Cam&: 111cIuding a T m  ?kough Part of 

the United Slaes of Amenca in the Yeur 1823 (Wakefield, W.: S .R Pubiishers, 1 %8), p. 227 



Likewise, Cadiarine Parr TrPill paiuted a relmed pictue for ber readers when dacribing a 

artive man's ignorance d a  species ofgrosW. 

'The &y, rome year ago, I met an Indian with a dead bud in hu han4 
h i c h  by iu thick short bill 1 mwgnkd as cme ofthe grorbe& f b d y ,  but 
unlike 3ny o f t h e  birds I had b&re seen, îhe pale w W &  plumage dits breas& 
beingâashedwab crimsoa sp&,justas ifitsduoathadbcaiadaadthedrops 
of blood had Men m an imguLr b e r  oa the b-. 

I asked I n h  P a  the name ufthe bird. Wdh the customary prologue 
of"Ugâ!" a gumurl sort of expression, he q l i e d ,  "hidian call bird 'cut-thrort'; 
seehimbreast!"thuo callingmyattmtiontodiesi~gulumdmarks Ihadnaticed, 
and aith sametime showhg metbttheywerend bloobPeiP c a d b d l e  
killing ofîhe bird. He was taking it to a y o r m ~ d e m a n  who wantd it as a 
specimai, and who wu a ciever tiwcidetmid. 

Furihmnon, Peter was halfkivilized due to hU 'tolembly good Eaglish, fw Petm was 

Indiai d y  on the m e r ' s  side."* T d  amsidacd P ~ c n  a "Noble Savage", a 

"picturesque figure as he marehed into the store, gui in hm4 and ciad in his blankdaat 

lad mi sash, s r p d y  as dnwn through this mi sa& hung a beaidinil ~awk.-oal ."~~ 

However, the collection and documentaciap, ofBritish North American b i .  couid nat 

have been done without the heîp and JolL ofthe aborignal hullttfs. 'Ibe abonginai papulatim 

- - - - - - 

368 Edwvd A. Talba, Fve YemstResidence in di0 C d s :  Imluding a Tovr Thmgh  P a  of 

the United Yates of Americ4. ia the Year 1823 (Wakefield, hg. : S.R Publishers, 1 W), p. 227 

~9 6 ) e  P. T d ,  PearLF d Pebbles U o m :  N d  HcnogeMatural I i h r y ,  1999), p. 

34 

'70 C a t h h e  P. Td, PearLs d Pebbles Vofommo: Natud HeritageNaturiii History, 1999), p. 

35 

Catharhe P. T m  Pearh md PebbIes (ïofo~fto: Naûsral H a p e e / N d  W;sorv, 1999), p. 

35 



the bidwatchers' tex&. A numôer of British d o n a i  bidwatchers caiuulted with aborigmak 

as guides, idonnants regudmg bird names, and colîedors ofbird rpcnhens. British mili(lry 

onicer George Heaà employed a Fint Nations guide. "Liberté possased, in wmmoo with the 

Iiicüans, the ficul& of crossing woods to any point he wished, and propobed to make a anigbt 

laie iu thk inlaance, indead of keeping dong the Maigrrri Simcoe and Chrtes 

Fdergill bacb cornmenteci on the coiledng capabWes of the First Nations. As Simcoe statd, 

''the Indians di- d bu& with nich blunt amws tbPt theu plumage is na mjured."7J 

Accorduig to Fathergill in the 1830s, '1 have knoum an indian kill nearly 100 in the coune ofthe 

&y near Pigeon hice wah a bow and urow at a smgle &c#, and 1 have lmown a white man to kiii 

20 at a single oba wxîh a gua."3'4 

(kbarhe Pan T d  a h  apphed abrigrna1 howledge when attempting to id- a 

chickadee. ''1 am na quite certain, but I think t is the same littie bird that is boum amaig tbe 

Naives by the name of Thiî-a-bskc; its nute, thou@ weak, and with fm chauges, is nat 

impieasmg; and we [British immigrants] pria it firom iîs almost the d y  biid thi shgs in the 

 inter.'"^ Charles F d & i  bqucstly coanifted with aboriginrk for dieu omîthologid 

observations. n e y  were a h  instnimental m collechg bird specimmz for hù interest, as "'an 

" Sir George Head, Forest &enes und Incidents in the Wi'ildr of North Arne- (Laidon: J. 

Mumy, 1829). p. 248 

373 J. Rais The Dimy of Mrs. John Graves Simcoe (Tomo:  W i  Briggs, 191 1). p. 

229 

n4 R Delamere Bhck, "Charles FatbergiNll's notes on the n d  hktory ofEastern Gnada, 

18164837," Trunsactions of the Canadian Inrtittite 20, 1 (1934), p. 159 

Catharine P. T a  Tke &rchOOdS of C d  Cf-: McCleUuid and Stewart, 1989), p. 

182 



Indian of the Mississauga tribe braight me a pair male and fOmnle ofthU noble species, hot near 

my own grounds on the R Lake, October, 1820.'~'~ 

When a m g  d a  evolveâ in Oiduio for stufkl binL as souvenirs and scientific 

specimens, Natives positioned themiselves at the centre the trade. At a p s t  office at Gore's 

Landmg, Rice Lake, the m e r  "was kept by the gentleman befote duded to wjor St. Q- ] as 

a collecter of birds." According to T d  "the ladian huuters were his best customers, trading 

their fun and game for tobacco, gmceries and d e r  ~ecesluies.''~ Aborigmai huntm 

finquently traded dead birds ri tbt store. As T d  n«iimtsb Peter, an aboriginal, bmughc au 

"Arnerican Hawk Owln to the Major whereby "Peter wms cotnfortbd by a d gift and phg of 

tobacco h m  the 

Thge taar indicate chat Chtario bidwatchefs did ncir "crase" Native peuple, as Rm's 

thesis w d d  sua* but tbat budwrrcha ceopted Native h m  to m e r  theh ii puxposes, 

and denied them an quai mle. For cxample, aithaigh Fahergiil aQnired Fim Natims' natural 

history knowleclge and collecting capabüitfes, he cLzsined tbe local trik in his iuiunl hiaory 

work mder the category 'Miuissauga Indians or Chrppaweyan race of Indiaas'' togezber wirh 

'" R Delamere Bi& "'Charies Fbbergdl's rides m the n d  history ofEastan Canada, 

18 16-1837," Transactions of the Camàian Ihstitute 29 1 (1934), p. 145 

3n Cfhrine Parr Tm& Pearls mi Pebbles Vonmio: Natural HeriizigeMrÉwsl History, 1999), 

pp. 34-36; o m y  publuhed in 1891. 

* CaihrPe Parr Traili, Peuris and Pebbles Vomato: Natua& H e r i t a g t M U  Hirtay, 1999), 

pp. 34-36; m g u d y  pubiished in 1891 



black squirrcis, ken, nJb, and birds? According to Petersoa, thir type ofpncrice ans created 

by a "European perspeaive th* vimed indigenou people as part d a  less thPn human 

inperiai bvdwatchers slro subjugateâ Americans witb similu hetoric. Bniisb 

recreatid birdwatchen refkned to hem derogatorily as Yankees and often d d b e d  as 

meducated and ignoraut. For example, Ross King described the "Goosander (Mergus 

AmeriCLrnUS)," which he ciaimeci, "this bird &or& auder -ce of the -id rnisnomar 

bestowed by the Yankees on the animal crcation of their amtry ,  where it goes by the name of 

the 'Water Pheasant". At an exhibition in H a m i h  8,1865, a &c k m  the E w n g  Times 

descriôed the Americau eagie as timid and mww-looking as i "#cii~~ somewhlt out of rom; 

his taii is droopmg, his fiathers d e d ,  and he has ahogaher a start)ed and unhappy look"3a' 

By the end ofthe ninasenrh-cmniry, increasing rmridy tbwvdo nomBritish immigrants 

c o l d  popukr omirhdogicai literature. In his Bi& of ONmio (1886), Scdtish s d e r  Thomas 

McIlwisdh (1 824-1 903) recounted his Wed attempt to -ch an lower~~lass immigrant fornier 

the a d d c  appeaî of b i r ~ i s . ~ ~  

"1 am dinaedthe attuxtioa ofan ime ihge  succesdû1 €armer, dose  speech 
krnyed his areiaarldy, to a h e  specimsi> of the bird we have been desaibing. 

I" Charles Fahergiii, MS 140, vd. 20, "Udiui mearches chiefly m natuml b r y ,  1816- 

182 1 ," The Thomas Fisber Rare Book Library, hvenity of Tomto, Tof~oto? p. 89 

''O Arma Peterson, "Environmd ethics and the d conmiraioci ofnsthitc," Ertvironrnentul 

Ethtcs 21 ( W i i r  1999), p. 343 

38 1 Anan, "Ibc art exhibition in the M-Çs' Hail," Tho Humtlton Ewning Times (June 7, 

1865), p. 2 

'" 'lbompr Mcilwroilh wu bom at Newtcma-Ayr, Scdand, and emigtated ta Hamiltcm in 

18%. Marianne G. Ainley, 'Thomas McIiwraith (1 824-1903} and the Bir& of ûntario," m M.K. 

McNichoU and IL. Cranmer-Byng (eds.) Orninhdogy in Ontario (hmto: tLwL Owi, 1994), 

pp. fi-xiii 



McIlwraÏth expressed simiiar Gews when encainteriag an AfroCPnoduD who did na h o w  the 

di&reoce baween a hawk and a s u e .  Again, Mcilwnidi highlighed the man's Irck of 

sduawii aud intelligence. 

'While driving aimg a back m d  east ofthe ciîy, my btadim was aiüadad by 
an aucient negro, who, with a table foik Gistend to aie end of a fishmg pole, wrs 
pohg  vigomusly into the centre d a  very large, dense thom-burb wu his 
shauty. Grramgoverthefareto&docawhahew~sdobg,Iwuiaforned 
that a Little Chicken Hawk had its nest in there and thrt it bad killed two ofhis 
young chicksar. Lodrmg almg the pole I saw in aie haut ofthe deuse bus& a 
Sbrike's nest wth m e  young mes, wbicb one ofthe old bu& was vrlimtly 
defénding, biting a the end of the torL wha it ams too neu the yompters.. . . 1 
tiied to convince my cdored fMiid chS he was mistaken about the b i d  hrviug 
kiiîed his chicLeas, tor thU kind lived d y  on gxassho~psn and ciicka~, ûuî he 
insistedthrtitwasa CûickcnHniv~ givingemphurtotheaimc bythe use of 
x v e d  pfohne adjectives, and vowing he wauld have him ad befbre ni& even 
if be should have to bum him out?- 

bkiwatched durimg the nine!teedantwy. For example, Muy Jane Robinroq a New York Ciry 

laundress and ficari-Amencan who movtd to Buxfon, ûntario, in the 1850s, rscamted the 

fiic<id Sonh Ann Hurir h m  New ~ o r k . ~ ' ~  She mentiamcl "pheasants9 qua&, wild turkey, wild 

duclq woodcock and reû-&eaded woodpeckers, ad npsuckers". By distinguisùmg the di&rsm 

spcies7 it is evideat she wu Imowledgeable rbad the bink m her Mc*. 

'"  ors McIlwraitû, Bir& of Ontario (Hamih, Uamilton Auociati~ 1886), pp. 203-204 

'" Thomas McIlwndh, Bir& ofOnario (Ham&- H P m i k  Assocuriaa, 1886), p. 245 

3U Muy Iane Robinson to Sarah AIMI Hamis, 23 Mar& 1854 in P. RipIey (d) The Bhck 

Aboütionist Popers, wl. ol.. C0114Cii7.183W865 (Chape1 Hiil and London: 'Tbe Uuiversity of 

North Carolina Press, 1986), p. 280 



Attitudes towards the haue r p a r r ~ ~  &O dec îed  incrrrriag auxietytowrnk ''tereign" 

immigration? As sentiments increaseâ tocinrb immigraDts ( d e r  lhan British and Angle 

Americon), bidwatchers pereeived Euruiai bVds, such as the Eaglil or haue s p a m ,  ôased 

on xaophobic views. The English S ~ M O I R ,  bit intniduced to America h m  Europe in 1840s by 

Nicholas Pike, adapai to urbrm areas and pr0Lif;erated in nurnbers a b r  a k w  ycors of iu relara. 

fbe birds tbnved offse& in hone dung in aowded cities, and diued off Native species tiom 

dieu n&g sites. The house spamw ' h s  thus portnqad as an uDgratcful fortigner îaking h m  

Amerïawhrritdidu~nren~n; icrowdedurbiaantrrsamdwassoidtodrivcaaup~avirn 

ciruepu.'J# 

Accordmg to George W. AUan, me of Tomido's mayorr in the 18Ms, '%y their numkn 

and pemcity ro worry and dirgua the bigger birdr as i s l y  to drive it a ~ a ~ . " ~ ~  The spaies 

was ''art amider" and %ery impapuiar"; as "the prbcipai charges bmught agamst it bemg tht of 

- - - - - - - - . - - - - - - 

3a6 Mm Doustdy, Tho Englsh spamw in the American LandScope: A Purdox in Nineteenth 

Centuv WiMfe Consenation (Oxaonl: University of Oxford h, 1978); M;;inhsw D. Emden, 

"Lbauns ofiiiMc: eccmamic o ~ o r O g Y  aud the d e  of birûs as ag- of biologial pest 

amtrol in North Amaicm ogricumut, a. 1880-1930," Forest md Come~otion Histov 39 

(m., 1995), pp. 172-183 

Maathew D. Emden, 'Uôourers of nature: mornic omithology a d  die mie of birds as 

agents of biological pest contro1 in North American agrinithue, a. 18804930," Forest und 

Consrnmtion History 39 (Oa, 1995), pp. 172-1 83 

Mmhw D. Eveaden, "hbaiisn of nature: eccmomic orndiiology and the d e  of biidr as 

agents of bidogical p a t  control in North American agricubre, ca. 1880-1930," Forest cmd 

Consentation History 39 (04,1995), p. 173; G. W. AUoii, N ~ e s  on the OmnnthoIogy of the 

Sèasons: As lllwhated by the Amwl d Departwe of Sonr of our Mgrutory bird< (Tomto: 

Capp. Cw 1885), p. 10 



esting the fiuit bu& and driving away au native birds.''" b was during the ~ m m e r  of 1874 

wben Mcllwraith made his 6rst aquahtance with the uulpItsfu1 hreigners. McIiwraith stated, 

"1 made them welcome fw old acpuamimcce d e ,  and tbmking they would maka good sders 

was abGd to put up a houe for hem, but before my weU-meant imcidions were carried out it 

became appamt that tâey were providing fw themselves in a <a~anms quite ~haracteristic."~~ 

The fouowing *ring, the number of sparrows i n c r d  and to to mdet the 

veranda mmd the houe, which brought fkquent cornplaints h m  the ~mduy department, md 

p m  was made agPinrr their bemg aiiowd ta iodge then at ail." Thib tirne, they disladged a 

pair of house wms ' M o  had Tot years ka, in possessicm of a bmr nxal fw them in an appk 

ûee in the gudai." McIiwnicb exciaimed, '7 had missed the spnghtly m g  and lively rmmim 

ofthe wrens, and m the spring when they came ramd agim s a h g  admission to tbei old home, 

1 Wied the s p m  which were m possession in order to give the wnas a cbance." Mcllwtaith 

eraerminaed seved spamws, epciaily oftsr bey ate "every f h t  bud" in hir m. 'The 

report of kearms was heard sevezai îimes in tâe gudQ dut h o o n ;  iamy dad and wounded 

sparrows were ldt  to the a r e  of the cats, a d  every W c e  wtiere die biràs were known to b d  

closed up at 00ce.'~' 



Catbarine Parr Traill was probably me of the oaly defaden ofthe English sparrow as 

she asserted her religious s ~ ~ e n o r i t ~ . ~ "  She wmte: 

"Harmless, persecuted, despised, reviled sparrows, who is brave enough to 
take your pat? Who will take you under a sheltering wing and say a word in 
your ùehalf? 1 dare so to do, seaing a nought the toneat of invective which is 
sure to al1 on my defenceless head.. . . ' 'Doth God take care for oxen?' saith 
the apode. Yea, He careth; yea, and for the bir& of the air also. He openeth 
His hand and feedeth them. Nat one - nat eveu the spamnm, despised among 
thoughtless men - is forgfaen by the p i t  Creator. in the fint place, were not 
the birds first brought into the country through avarice or ignorance, as a 
speculation, by sorne advenhirous Yankee, who 'assiste& them across the 
Atlantic in order to make merchandise of hem? '1 am only an old woman 
a h r  all, witb a Brîtcm'r love of fiir play, so let us give the pmr s p a m  a 
chance." 

Perhaps Traill defended the house s p a m  as she blamed an ignorant and "adventurous 

Yankee" for the ecological problem; or pehaps she experienced a loyalty issue as the 

sparrow origmated fiom Britaia. Because it was nd the English sparrow's fauh for 

crossing the Atiantic Ocean, she appealed to "Bntoa's love of fair play" to give the 

sparrow a second chance in the name of GOCI.'" 

By cornparhg îhemselves witb h i c  gmups who did not watch birds accordhg to die 

Briiisb natural history pm<ocols (aboriginals, Arnericans, and non-British immigrants), imperial 

birdwatchers asserted their colonial dominance and reinforcd their British identities. Imperia1 

biniwatchen therdore viewed themselves as part of the "civilized world" and "respectable 

races" whereby they met "on qua1 gmunds, and are of course, well acqwinted with the rules of 

good breeding and polite Me; too much so to aliow any deviation fiom those hws that good taste, 

3Y2 Catharine P. Tm& Pearls and Pebbbles (l'otoato: Natuml HeritageMatural History, 1999), pp. 

45-46 

393 Cldiarine P. Tcadl, Pearls und Pebbles ~ o f o o t o :  Natural HeritageMaairal History, 1999), p. 

46 



good sense, and good Ming have establisbal among the pers- of aur cl as^.''^ Colonial 

bidwatchers were "the gmt band ofteachers" who elewtcd and refhed "public taste, by 

aflbrding oppor<unities ofamtempduig P leisure whaever is bea&I or imenztiag m the 

appearance or habits of such animrls as are embmed m the department of Natuzal ~ i s t o r y . " ~ ~  

394 Chades Fodrsigill, Proposed L p m  of N a ~ ~ a l  History. mi the FNlQ A m  in the Cify of 

Toronto ( T o m :  W. J. Cœtes, 1 DS), pp. 1-2. Se a b :  Richud H. Boanyastle, The Chnatks in 

1 841. vol 1 (Wakefield, Engiand: S .R Publishers, 1%8), p. 168; Cabrine P. T a  Tho 

&IckwOOdS of Cunmh, ( T m :  McClelhd aud Stewart, 1 W), pp. 2 18-2 19. 

395 Anan, 'Th exbi'bitioa m the Mechaaicd Ha&'' lk U ~ I t o n  Ewning Times (June 7, 

1865), p. 2 



CaAPTER 5: GENDER AND RECREATIONAL BIRDWATCHING IN SOUTHERN 

ONTARIO, 1791-1886 

to ûntario, they vimed natural history as i p f i d  d c m  thrt could elevate the mte11ectu.I 

and moral status ofthe new country." Naîural history was "a good tnmmg for the ntid 

enjoyment of Men m tems ot'inmmg of our mental powers, dm aesthetic semimeals, and au 

m o d  ficultie~.''~ la the "civilired worldn, natural hutory engagcd people to: 

-me mon npanded, chdû& raised, h e d ,  and beuevolmt, 
pxqmtîaiiore to the actent oftheir appliation. ney are rdmittd to noucr 
approrch, as it wm, and to Himselj; whtreby we discern th His mj*, 
kruty, v e r ,  and glory, dwelis in ev#y place.ds 

birds kcaw a p<ipukr prslime for hose who mutal, worked, or d e d  in sidhem Ontario 

throughout the ni na ces th^. However, as the act iw &an d e d  ht shodng a bird in 

order to i d e  it pnor to modern awras  and binocukrs, 1 question in th section whaher men 

-- - - 

" Cul Berger, Science. G d  andNbtwe in Vîctorian Canada ~ O ~ O Z R O :  University ofTomntoy 

1983), pp. 3-27; Sunme E. Zeller, knd of Promise. Pmised Lund: The Culme of Yictorian 

Science in Cuncauà, CanadiaD Historical AssociaÉon Bookla No. 56 (ûttawa: Cauadian 

Hidorical SocidyX pp. 1-12 

'" Jobn Willirm Dawson (1820-1899) was a h a d i a n  geologist who d e  numeraus 

coatnbibicms to pd-y and extmdai the knowledge of Canadian geology. He was pmmpal 

ofMaiillUniMfSityfor38~md~sinfluaiti?rm~gid~a~nminlbirtory 

thrwghm Canada. John W. Ikwsca " N d  bLIory m its eduariad  ricm cm 

J m m I  of Educatiun (June, 1 W), pp. 428436 

Cimies Fahergiiî, Pmposed Lyceum ofNizturuI History, and the fine Arts, in the Czty of 

Tmnto  (ïomto: W.J. Cuatesy l8U), p. 2 



and women participaed in the raw praaices. As recteasiooal bidwatdhg eacaapassed b d  

scienrinc and aerd>etic-romantic approaches to nature, how did naions OtmaSCULilllfY aind 

femininity shape the aaiwty's praccices and ideas about the nahiral world in d e m  ûntano? 

hi order to examiDe the wrys gendered identities ankted budwdcbers' pmdices and 

ideas about biràs m southaa W o , I  criticaily aualyze d o n a l  birdwatching withjn the 

"doctriae of separate spheres" ~ e ~ o r k . ~ ~  The doctrine was bdh an ideology and a lived 

nahy in üpper Canadian d u r e  begmnmg in 1820s and 1830s that origmaai in Uppr 

Canadr's "rwo imperiai centrer", Lmdon and ~ i a g a ~ a . ~  ï b e  "doctrine of separate spheesw 

suggests t h  Bnrirb and North Amerian middle and upper~class men and womm engageci in 

natud bistory and orddoor actiMties di f férdy  based m the CQUbUChon âpublic and private 

spheres thL p d l e l e d  o rhrp ccDmrt betweea &male and d e  natures. Biauy oppositions 

mcluded the d e s ~ c m  of the p i o f a s i d  or ~mptepr, pubk or private, objective or subjective, 

and subiime and beaiitinil whicb assigned men and w a w a  to *'appmpriate" and ~ p p o s i t i d  

gender des." Ma thetdore ocaipied the public. pdksioorl, objective. and sublime @hm, 

while women focused aii the home, the amateur position, and mord and aesthetic domam. 

" Ibe Lberahire cm thU " m e 9 '  is arctaisive. For an mly t n f l u d  owce see: N.F. Ccg 

ho Bonds of W o d u u u i :  Women s Sphore in Nèw England, l78W835 (New HMII: Yaie 

University Press, 1977). For 'or Eaidy, see: ElVIbab J. Eniigto~ WNes and Mothen 

School M i s ~ s  and Scirilery Mi&: Worhng Women in Uppr  Cmiado 1 790-1840 ( M d  

and Kingston: McGill-Queun's University Press, 1995) 

" As the prwince establisbai in 1791, Lieutmaut Govanor John Graves Simcoe (1 752-1 806) 

h d e d  Niagara as Ihe fira capitaI ofthe province. 

" Che@ McEwm, "Gender. science, and physial w h y  m nineteenth- Britain," 

Areu 30,3 (1998). pp. 215-223; Stephg J. Gould, "The invisible wown," m BT. Gates and 



In terms of outdoor ~ O L I  in nindridnth- ûauio, however, the 'bscpU3ta 

sphera" were by no means bahceci. 'Ihmugbm the nineteenth+ntury, British and North 

American middlezlus society cmstruc&ed outdoor rec~egtion, lauism, ad naunl histoty 

t h g h  cmtsmponry naions of m u c ~ l m d y . ~  Maie upper- and middle-clus birdwaschers 

i d d e c i ,  clurifieû, and searcbed for the m b h e  m nature as they panonifid hcsoic ancl 

advean~esorne figures in the wilduness. Tbe d e  eye passively obsewed and possessed the 

natuai world by aesthetidy appiaptiating flora and hum, and exeriPg "a rbtoric ofpmance 

over ~aaue" as they asmted impetiai idcologies." Wanen, aa the der band, were intendml to 

apprioacb nature thtaugh g e a d e r ~ d  activities as b ' ~ c b d  a madi bawm the study 

ofplants and birb and w o m d s  social r 0 1 e s . ~ ~  C~~~equentiy, nidde- and upper-class wornen 

- 

A.B. Shîeir (eds.) Naturai EIoquence: Women Roimcn'be Science (Madisai: Uniwrsity of 

W m s m  Press, 1997), pp. 27-39 

" Martin Green, Dnams ofrlrlventure. Lke& ofEmpim (New York: Basic Books, 1979); Mary 

W e  haît, Iwtpriai Eyos: T r d  W m n g  ami Tmcultmztion York: Radlsdge, 1992); 

Richard Phiiiips, Mqping Men md Ihpre: A Geogruphy of A h n m r e  (New York Rcnâieûge, 

1997); Ricbud P. Mmnm& Recreating Man: H ~ n g  cndhgl ing in Vïctorian Cimada, MA.  

Thesis (Ottawa: Carleton University, 1994); Greg Gillespie, "Sports and 'mwuluiities' in erily- 

nindeenth- -0: the British Tnveîltrs' h g e , "  ûntmio HistoryXl& 2 (Auiunm, 

Zûûû), pp. 113-129 

" Muy Law Pratt, Imperid Eyos: Trm1 WHting and Transcultwation (New York: 

Rautiedgt, 1992). p. 7; BobPn T. Cirta, Kincfied N a m :  Victorim and Mvurdian Woinen 

Embrace the L ~ n g  WorrJd (Chicago and London: University of Chiago Press, 1998), pp. 169- 

170 

an V a  Nawood, Mode-m dkiJ E<nrh: Amriwt  Women md Nmvn (Ch@ Zfill: U n i e  

of Noitb Caroliaî Rers, 1993), p. xv 



were encuuaged to eagage in "non-hatah8" p w d s  thl viewed the advrl worid thmg& a 

fêrnbine gaze embracmg the beautifid, diminutive, and spirilual." Activities such as bird 

dnwing and nest wacbhg m r e d  uamd the h d o l d  and porkiaad women as witnessa or 

puaicipoM d e r  than " d e  rnonarchs" seeking to poacess and c4ibrol nahue. Ifwomen gained 

authority in the nmvalia tradition, d was duwgh their huban&, bmrhers, or fâthers, or as 

imeipreters of G d ' s  work and the beaiiry m nature or thiaigh femmine dehned actmrics such as 

botany.- For example, Catbarine Pan Tiaill contributed signi f idy to s y s t e d c  baanicai 

saidia t the University of Edinburgb by coiiecting p h  in h e m  ~ n t u i o . ~  

OJ Vaa Nonuood, Madefiom h s  &rth: Amoriccm Women a d  N a u n  (Chrpel W: University 

ofNorth Caroh  Ru, 1993), pp. xiv-xv. Vera Nowood, " C ~ l ~ t ~ c t i u g  gender m nature," m 

J.P. H e m  and A-G. KuL (66.) Humaflarrrre: BioIogy. Culture, md Environmentd Histov 

(Albuquerque: University o f  New Mexico, 1999), pp. 49-62; Barbara T. Gates, f i d e d  Nontre: 

Vîctorian md Mvardicm Women Embruce the h n g  World (Cbicago md Landon: University of 

Chicago Pms, 199%); Barha T. Gates and Am B. Wir ,  Nutwa1 EIoquence: Women 

Reinscribe Skience (Madisa W~cmsin and Ladan: Uni* of Wtscoasin Press. 1997); 

Jeanne Kay Gwike and Kuen Moiiii, "Gander, nature, empire: women n a t u b t s  in ~~- 
c m ~ ~  BrrtLh travel Lhrrturr," papr fôrthcoming in Trp~uctions of the Ihsiiiute of Bn'tish 

Geogrrrpkrs (200 1) 

Mra Lmdsay, ''baimaae mnimco: wives, hour&ol&, and science m ninm-cc imiry  

Amcrica," Isis 89 (1998). pp. 63 1.652; JucM Jobasolr, " Woani's îesthmy': im@d 

d*#iu<# in the pdbsional colanvl travel writing of Louise Arne Medith and CIlbuee Rrr 

Tdl ,"  Awîralion and New Zeuhnd &dies in Cana& 1 1 (lune, 1 W), pp. 34-55 

" Suzanne E. =a, "Nature's Wvers a d  Cwao:  dw s c i d c  exploracion of Bnrirh North 

Amcrica, 1800- 1970," in J.L. AUen (cd) North Amencon Eiplomtion: A Contimnt 

Compmkdrd (Lincoln a d  Londai: UniVtrSity of  Nebraska Press, 1997), p. 193; Barha 



Alîhough a number of rcbolus bdieve gendered ideas a h  the naturai mrid are due to 

male a d  fernale biological and anatomid difFéresices, 1 argue that Brieisb middledass wornen 

birdwatchers viewed birdo diffbrently as a resuit of ciBéring leaxned ailhinl pnctices and 

appma&es to the nmual world, whicb male bhdumfchers urilstnided to discairoge women's 

active Aîthough male bidwatchers could eady appmpriate the "bsminine" 

sphere of home bud-ftedm, md painteriy descriptions of small daimil bi* they devalaped a 

nigged outdoof~matl world ofshoohg birds and a d e  sphere of taxi&my fbm which they 

excludeci women. As a rem&, middle- md upper-ch men r d e d  a the of 

muculine and imperialwtic idcologies wirhm d d  birdwatcbing in sairhem M. As 

d n o m  discwraged middle- and uppcrclass womm h m  hpidling a gun, lrilling birb, aad 

skinning, dissecting, and auehiig them in the name of sciace, they were n d  actively mvolved in 

the qpropriaticm ofthe iilhurl worfd widM the name of empire. However, womm contributed 

indirdy as they supported the giowmg natural hirtory tmlc for tbei. awn p n c r i a ~  of painting, 

naturai curiosity collections, and d e c m t i o ~ s  (Figure 1). 

Gaa, Hndred Nature: Vktonan and hardimi  Woinon Embmce the h n g  WorU (Chicago 

and h d m :  University of Chcago Press, 1998). p. 102 

Femiuist schoiars such as Mneiine Rich md Vent Nmood have a d m  esseaîialism in their 

work cm gendered pcifcptions of nature. Adrime R i 4  Of Woman Born: M'herhd m 

Erprience rmd Inrttution (New York: W.W. Nonoil, 1976); Adrienne Ri& Whm is F d  

niere: Notebuoh on Poeîry and Politics (New York W. W. N o m  1993); Van Nmood, 

Madefiom this W h :  Amencm Woinen und N m r e  (Chape1 W: University ofNor& Cordinr 

h, 1993); Vera Nomood, "Canstructing -der in miun," m J 3 .  Henai md AG. Kirl< (eds.) 

H u d a t u m :  W'ology. Culture, a d  Environmental History (Albuquerque: Universiîy of New 

Maico,  1999), pp. 4942 



Figure 1: Ornithologid Illustration 

A fernale and male rose-breasted grosbeak fiom Charles Forthegill's naturai history 
journal Source: Charles Fothergill MS 140, vol. 20, C m d i m  Reseurches Chieiejly 

in Natwaf History, 18161821, Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library, University of 
Toronto, Ontario 



Men rnd Recmtioad Birdwatcbing 

As middie- and upperciass male society c r d  c o a ~  boundaries betwetm the 

working chss, ethic groups, and women, colieding birds was viewed as mon "refmed and 

elevrring dirn those ofthe oidmuy rpo i t rm~a . '~  The activity was "the ukirmte & e m ~  the 

ne plus ultra ofall sports of the field. It is lrtcDded wilh ail the exciterneut, a d  requires ail the 

skill of d e r  sh&g widi a higher degree of theoretical informabon, and amsequent 

gntifidai in irs e x e m ~ e . ' ~ ~  

The Sportsmm Trudttion 

For travelhg nm~aiists and colmirns alike, birdwatdimg involved the sponmvn 

ûadÏti011 wàb its excitemeut ofthe chase. According to Erncst Thompscm the hunter and 

nshinlin remaind "close h . ' * l t  'The true lrilling wu in a seuse leg&mamâ by his 

undasPDdmg oftbe quuy, its ~~~viroament and its anatamy, and his knowiedge of firearms and 

b d h c s  addd and extra As me critic h m  the Gentlenian S Muganiie (1867) 

exclaimd, ' lm  is a gmt dtam to a anrunllc< m pn#iring r bird or iusect new to science, or 

some strange beast mm's eye had never gazed un befo m... but combine the sponaolo's love of 

the cbw with these ducoveries, and how imme~btly are they snhaoced in d u e ?  

A coasidenbk 1eve1 of & d g  rlriu ~~d the ideal bird coliedor. He 

109 ?ho- McIlwndh, Bir& of Ontario (HamtEtm, Himiha0 Associaîion, 1886). pp. Z1-252 

" Thomas McIlwnah, Bir& of Onurio (lhm~tai, Hamihm Association, 1886). pp. 251-252 

"' Emest T. Sboa, Truil of an Artist-Natumiisr: ï k  Autobiography of Emesi Thompson &tan 

(New York : Amo Ress, 1978), p. 8 

'1.2 John M. MacKenzie, lk Empire of Nature: Hwirng Consenation a d  British Impenahsm 

(Manche~ter. Manchester UnivcrSity Press, 1988), p. 34 

*13 Auon, "2he sporamm abroui," The Gentlemm 's Magazine (h., 1867), p. 46 



"must nat fie &en the b i d  is too close orbe d -y it. He must n* la it 
getoutofdorhemrylaet  Hemustaotkfiurriedorhemiyrnirriî,riid 
ifhe bringr it d m  he m m  arrhilly mark the rpat where it %Il and get there as 
quick as ha for ifthe bird is d y  woimded il may fluüer away and hi& 
herseIf, and even ifit &Ils dead it may be covered wdh a leafand n à  seen again 
mlcss the spa where it LU is carefbüy marked.""* 

represented the p e m  rportsman specimm, "for there L no bird ai the CPiirdun Wrss so 

Micuit  to obtliii as this solitary wanderer. He will dive in the imervai ofthe flash and reach of 

of the more düncuit bLdr to acquire. Boimyde  remmtd: 

"the kt t h e  1 was there, nin- looos (colymh glaciurlis), the gr- noitbem diver, a 
veryiargemdpow&bîrd,pr bigasaswan, andwithsingukrbiadcrndwhhe 
tessellri#l plumage, came over. Their sic&, in sane iastprces, wem p d c t  mmgh for 
p r e s d a q  but the buoyricy of diese oily bu& who crn use their whgs like h, and 
live a l o ~ g  time u â e r  -, prdmbly p m d  them k m  uüer destructia~"~ 

Caoqueriag the loon thedore rsquired bah kiowledge dthe species and irp habits as weii as 

marksxnamhîp, as the lm w d d  na dmwise bve been a p z i d  trcphy for tk s p o ~ . " '  

Bird coliectiug a h  becme part d a  masdbe possession ofthe naturd worid. As binl 

"' Richad Baanycastie, Tho C d  h 1841, vol. 1 (Wakefielà, hgiaud: S.R Publishers, 

Richard Boanwe,  The CQHCICILIS in 1841, vol. 1 (Wakefield, kgland: S.R Publishers, 

'17 Richard Bonnyartle, The Cbuuih in 1841, vol. 1 (Wak&eld, niglmd: S.R PubMers, 



o f t h  fbi1y are ro rare the capture of one is the eveat of a Life tirne.""' The "Cape May 

woods the orange ear-averts and smped breast of this specia is na Wely m m  to forgd the 

tinghg sensation which passes up to hU h g e n  at the W.""' The colledor's hvourite month 

McIlwmth, "all seasom have their aüxactioas, but the moidb of May above aii ochm is enjoyed 

by the collecter, a d  brighr and rare are the fùthered gems he thQ brhgs h m  the wcnds to 

The idml rponcimn-nmuab llso kept a journal as a mecüuzn to list the number ofbw 

"bagged" or c~llected.~' In his n d d c ,  Wflis sketcbed and recordeci his bmi acquisitions in a 

reguîar bis.  His d e s  were orgawd accordhg to the ddc and iume deab species he 

coliected. For arnnple, in 1 8 15, Wfflis recoded the tdlowing game: 

"May 11' - L S d  Bird 
May 12' - 1 S d  Bud 
May 15' - 2 Cross Bib,  1 Small Buci, 1 Yellow B d  

1p- 1 sparrow~ro~ 
May 23d - 1 Blue bud, 1 Hummiagbird 
hhYNh- 1 k d h k  
May 25' - 2 ~ o o d ~ e c k e n . ' ~  

As Williz beame accustomeû to the birdhfb in the b g s t c m  region, his knowidge of the 

difhrraiit bird species increased. Jn the £J1 of 18 18, he recordeci s e v d  varicries of birdp nich as 

'lhomu McIlwnirh, Bmk of Chfario (Hamîton, Hamilm Association, 1886), p. 273 

" Thomas Mciiamdh, Bir& of &tmio (Ham&- Hamihan Auociatian, 1886), p. 265 

" Joha M. MaciCemie, The miro of Nature: Hwting, C o m e ~ o n  a d  British Imperiaiism 

*O Hel- B R  QtuUm, "A new mdy bPd lïst of-" Blue Bill 22 (1975), p. 14 



a "Snow bird", a 'Tom Tit", a "Nuthaichn7 d a ''Golden Woodpecker", as well as 'Wovcrs", a 

"Blue Jay", and a 'Wood ibnubm.- 

The WOOdSman Tradition 

Wdhin a wildemes space, men cculd a a  the inîrpid Dsnuolin ami& primeval forests 

and wild burk unsaci by civilized ''md"' The rpoilsmm nminlisl wu "-y ml in hand 

or roam8ig the woodr with dog and As aie critic qressed, ' h e  quire laag to bid our 

Eagüsh saibble gd-bye for a time, md to ropm at large ami& the forests, lakes, and rivers of 

British North ~ m e r i c a . ~  These ideas were reinforcd through pagular trawl nnripliva such as 

Robinson C m w ,  which 'hiappd a worid view thd p h c d  B d a h  at the (unperd) c ~ m  and 

colonies like C m ' s  i s h d  [or Upper Canada] at the margins." 

While sportsmmaawalisr cmtd an imagiamvc wilderness h g h  the nuiaiva of 

Danid Defb, James Fcnnimote Cooper, Alexander Wdsat and Jobn James Audubon, they 

amstmcted r spaœ whereby "munilinty" m l d  k e m b ~ d i d . ~  Oniuio's wilderness 

Helen B.R Quillum, "A New trty Bird List of Kingstoa," Bho Bill, 22 (1975), p. 14 

" W h  Ross King, The Sportswwn and N&ralist in CaMdo (ïomto: Coies Pub. Co., 

1974), p. vi 

423 AJWQ, "Ibe rponmrpii abruad," The Gentleman f Muguzjne (Jan. l86î), pp. 3546 

426 RiM Phillips, Mupping Men und Empire: A Geography of A & n m  (Lmdoa and New 

Yo*: Roralalge, 1991), p. II 

Richud Phillips, Miping Men and Empire: A Geogruph of Adwnture (Loncbn and New 

Y&: Roraldge, 1997). Famiman Cooper published Tho Spy and The Romers; his popaludy 

d e d  iLc heigbt Feb 19î3 whm the A'ome~ anr puMUbai and 35,000 cupies were rdd by 

nocq adncts having prwïously bmn piinral in the ncarplpas. LLiu HI&, N- md the 



prwided an ideal loatim to express natioas ofmuailinity, heroUm, and W. Numaau 

William Ross King's Sportsnrrn and N&walist in Cana&: Or. Notes on the Naturd Histmy of 

the Gomo. Game Bir& md Fish of nirrt Country (1866), Charles WiuoaJ Webbefs Romunce of 

Sporting Or, Wild Scenes and Wild Hwtters ( 1  8M), and William HG. Kingston's n>e Western 

World: h turespe  Sketches of Nature a d  NuturaI History in Northern d Centrd Ameriw 

(1 884). According to British rniixtary d c e r  Wiiliam Ross King, 'Mcrher to the ~portsman, the 

or the travslîer, ndhmg am well k more alluring than its vast tracts of primaevai 

hrest.. . flowing thraigh grand and picturesque solirudes, M e  h m  and less 

For Thomas Mc~wmîh, the noainlisrsportsman tradition anphshed the 

importance ofwoodmipnrhip to arrint.in the virtues md siaudards ofthe outdoonman. 

'Whebier in the timgieâ f o m  the dbop mceses of die swrmp, ai the s e a a e *  
or m the dsu woodlmds, on mccmoin or prairie; h advises him of whatover 
birds may bc t h e ,  and rgordr hun a higher giaification, announcing tbe 
p m c e  d a  biid he does na know. We lmow no more exquhte pleasum thra 
to hear in tbe w d s  die ride of a bird whicb is naw to us. it is m the iaüer case 
thatthe cuhM quicknsrs ofthe eye ofthe caperimœd couector is especially 
important, and hir coohess and Stcsadincss of n e m  is fUy  testad. k will na do 
to k flustered. But m fia aU these qwlities nsust k pscssed for the 
acquirement ofthe srmplier spcies of bit& famd in our w o ~ d s . ~  

Ameriua: n>ree Cennuies of Chcmgmg AttItuaks (Lmcoh: Univcnity of Nebraska Press, 1972), 

pp. 33-34 

" Willllm Ross King, The Sprtsmun d Nauraiist in C m &  (T'omto: Cdes Pub. Co., 

1974), pp. v-vü 

" Thomas McilWfilIfh, nir Bi& of ûntorio (Hanuhn: HImilroa Association, 1886). pp. 15-16. 

Mcïiwraih reita*cd John Cusm's view on bird c o l l d g  m his iatroduaia cbapter. J o b  

Crsria (1 8 i 3-1 869) wu a Pbildelphir bird mm who helped shrpe Arnericaict omirbology a h  

WiLoa and -. A ôusiuessm3~1 by proféssion, h coiiected bïrds torthe Phiiadeiphia 

Academy of Nabÿrl Sciaices. Nameci munerous specics. C.W. Qhy, Thr Birhuatcher's 



A criric h m  the HuwÜIton Ewning Times also k x i b e d  the iure of 5eld d o l o g y  m 

'me most pxadal omithologist, amid mils and dangers whicb are n a  ahivays 
iniapinuy, ir petmihg deep into the mysterious baimu ofthe most retiring 
oftbe fcathered tribes? trading widi eluric steps the qwhng t u f  ofthe green 
morass, or, in the light and -ring skill, is arduous m the pursuiî of those 
abjects of ôeauty and interest whicb, but for hU txortiais, w d  never gr& 
the public eye.'m 

However, mromamic ridais ofprimeval fwcsr quickiy c & q p e a d  amag oltunlicLI who 

experienced the hanha realÏty of d c  conditiom, as backwoods satlefs. Ac ooloairr W h  

Pope expressd after spencling f i e  wsdrs in the baclcwoods of Oaniio: 

"Begmmng to get tind of living in the bock-woodr. Tales dthe woodc mry rad 
weil in Cooper's novek or n a distance; in theory they rnay appear ail chumimg 
rad delightful - dweiling in the hrest - in a log houe - h e  and un- by 
the cares and mitios ofthis deceidul biuy world. Whd a happy lifé! ! ! How 
aiIIofblips!!Whosovoidof~rrwttotiy? AadwhocmtryingroniUof 
idimy as na ta embrace the opportmity? Ilu6 mai mut b a ho1 hcleed wbo 
would na dwell b~corh a buûfkl forest - fbil ofbop aud rwunps - b&g 
piaces and nuneries of &vers, a-, r h e  devils a d  rnoaquirocs - who 
wai1dnalodrupaiMIck~dsaimpsmd~rPdobj~oathe~-Who 
w d d n ~ h r v e a l ~ h ~ ~ n d ~ - f i i r n i t u r e m ~ e m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m d  
spiendid mannet - 1 M-stmd, 2 d e n   chai^^, a @mg pan, and tabla - md 
inrbonwhowaci ld~dl ivemthtmartlmauiaismdcpi~~ean-nl l -  

9 4 1  po* rw bread, try-whdcey? alnplesu&uand puinph 'sace. 

Accordmg to W h  E. Saunders (1 861-1943)? a pharmacist and bird collador in 

sathwestern ûntario, guns were essenbal "collecting wsapotls" fbr the "active memban ofthe 

- - -  

Cornpanion: An Ehqcfopdic H d o o k  of North A m e r i m  Birdli$e (New York Hill and Wang, 

1982), p. 125 

Anon 'The art exbi'bition in the Mschanics' Hall," Thc Humilton Ewning Times ( J w  7, 

1865), p. 2 

a' W h  Pape, in M.A. Gulrnd (ed.) WiIltam P o p 5  Jmmai Maeh 28.183eMmch 11.1835 

(Lxrnd~n, W M m  Li%-, UniYCfSitY of Wcaerii Ontario, 1952-54), p. 44 



fhtmuty.'&* For exampie, George Head never roamed the ferra without his w q m .  Me 

rr«nmred, "IhdtakQmygunwirbme,andast&e wd~wrsverygoalmdthenverquite 

smooch, 1 sba a fèw birds an the way. One, a sort of rsed-spam, the size d a  thnish, and d a  

rich, dead-biack pluniage; the shcnùders ofthe wings a brilliPnr sailet, tcmperd off wiih yeiiow 

[reà-winged bhckb ird~ . '~  As Tor W h  Pape, he viewcd himseif as the "second C w a n  of 

the Ontario wddmess. 'B the afternocm 1 ssuipped myseff fw walkmg and wirh stmt stockmgs 

in my pocket my double-burelcd p upai my shdder set &Ne a secund Robuisan Crusoe to 

view a liale ofthe mmby.- 

Ihe Scienrific Tmditim 

Knowledge ofbird taxa aud a o m e n c b  was a h  an important skiil to aoquiie den 

rtudymg b&. & Charles Ciarke stated, "it w d d  k M c u h  to thomghiy enter upaa the 

rady of Omithology without a imowladge ofthe names aud terrns whch have bscome the 

cornmon p r o p w  of paunlisrs the world o ~ e r . ~ '  Science therefbre mmpd Pmrnl iustoq~ 

U2 Wdiam E. Saunden, Whai p to use for collecîing," Omithologzsts and Oologist 10,3 

(Mar& 1885), p. 46. Oology involves die study of bird eggs. W.E. Samden wu bom P 

Loadoo, ûumio. HU nba, W h  Samdars, was a lmding entornologist and hoxtinihna in 

Cimada. Martin K. McNichoii, "Brief biojpphes of ûatario Omdhologuts," P M.K. McNVbaU 

and I.L. cranmer-Byng (ais.) Omithbgy in Ontario flomto: Hawk Owl, 1994), pp. 358-359 

George Head, Forest &enes andIncidents, In the W i h  of North A m e n a  (imdon: J. Mumy, 

1829), p. 274 

Wiiiiun Pope, m M.A. Garl;md (d.) William Pope's Jmml Miarch 28.1834-Mich 11,1835 

(Lmdm, On, hmcm MemorLl Li'bnry, Universiîy ofwestern (Inruio, 1952-54), p. 27 

Chades Clarke, Oiv Local Orm'thogY: Road k f i m  ah+ Hom N-1 Hisrory Socrety by 

Chutles Clarke @O=: Ligbmmg Rcu, 1875). p. 1 



witb the imprimatur ofre~pcdabiiiby~ which hndthe Latin nomaiciatureto prove it? Accurate 

hiowledge of the W r e n t  bird species was essehl  for the sportsman-whmh, Pad assurai the 

adVities' inclusiveness. According to Limaeus's System Nahtreu (1 73 l), the approach fbaued 

an mtemrl anatomy ofullmrls d e r  tho their outmard appearanœ~.~' &dery grnus, and 

species were at the forefhmt of the system, rnd pmvided an orgmizaioiul principle for nmUe 

work in aé(wl history. For insbnce, William Pope applied Latin uames to the vpriair bit& he 

obsetved such as the h r y  wdpecker "(P. villosus)" and the "Titmoose" or chickadm "(hm 

u~aca~i l luc)" .~  So did M e d  D o w  as he listai the bluebird b'&fotacilla Mis)< the pileated 

" Lynn Metdi, Tho Romance of Vïctorim Nahrrul History (New York: Md Univemty 

Press), p. 257 

'Ihomas Velm, "Memgeries, mwpphors, and mcluiings," in RJ. H w  a d  W.A. Dies (eds.) 

New Worhh. Néw Animais (Balhmore and London: The John Hoplàas University Press, 1996), 

pp. 18-29 

a' Henry B. &mq h e  19ni-Cenr~ty J m d s  md Paintings of WiUium Pope : M.F. 

Feheley, 1976). p. 160 d 163; Chari= Faaiergll, MS 140, vol. 20 Cumdian Resea~cks 

Chie& on Naturai Histoy 181 6-1 821, voi. 1, îhomss Fisher Rare Booù Library, Uniycrsity of 

Toruxto. W h  Pope usad Alacander Wilsm's Anrrrkm Om*thology as bis sauce. Witcm 

lnnaean was the ht o ~ o l o g i s t  to describe and Jhistnrc American bids widiin the L' 

taxaiomic fiamework. Edwad H. Bu* 3r. and Alan P. Psterson, "Alexander W&on and the 

founding ofNorth American oraitho1ogy," m W.E. DiW and J.A. Jackson (eâs.) C o n m ~ o n s  

to th0 Histoty of North Amencan Omirhdogy (Cambridge, hhsachuseüs: N d  Omiihologial 

Club, 1995), pp. 359-386 



woodpecker "(ACUS P i l e a ~ ) ~ ' ,  and the flicker b4(Pinrs ~ura tus )" .~  An able sportsman- 

uatuaht thus mquired hiowledge of the vsrious eco1ogica.i habitats, @es' bebaviair, md 

migration paüems in order O dectpher baween the rare and "prized" birds wtbm the birding 

society. 

The Rule of Trmrm&nny 

Most coliecton a h  ownd a oolltxtioa d&ed bids, eggs, and nests foi identification, 

as portable field guides, r d  camera, and binocuh were non-existmt durmg this time. When 

-est lkompsa Sdm moved to Stawy C m  ûntario, he @ed knowledge ofthe di&rrat 

bird rpacies h m  Charlie Foley, a i d  lda<idamia, who omed a co11ed011 of fwry to nfly 

raiffcd Amwmg bird and egg colidau enabled budding DmurlLu to iduxtify birds m 

their commuuity &ring a time when hfôrmation ois birûs mmincd inaccessible. 

Taxidermy tecame the medium to exhibit the @@ct specimen and to presem the 

s p o m n u i ~  aperience. Many üavel books popuiar in Omuio chhg the ab-- 

century included descriptions and mSeUcti01ls h r  tuQdenny such as Cbaries Watcrton's chapes 

"0 pm&g birdr for cabinets of naturai history" in his W d e r i n g s  in Souih Ainrnço. the 

North- West of the United States? md the Antilles. in the heears, 1812. 1816, 1820. and 1824. with 

O ~ g i ~ l  Ilistmctiîms for the Pe@ct h w e ~ ~ n ' o n  of Bir&, &Jbr Cabinets of h r a l  History 

" Alfnd D o m a  in E.A. H o m  md L.R Benscm (uk) The Call~dan Journi ofAlfid 

Domett: Being an Emuctfiom a Jmmd of a Tour in C d ,  the Umted States d Jàmaica, 

1833-1835 -dm, -0: Uni* of Western -O, 1955). p. 54 

4 a  Stmey C m k  is 3 or 4 mils east dlmdrry, ûntario. Ernest T. Sam, T r d  of un Amsr- 

Nmtakïst: lk Awobiogmphy of Ernst lkwpsm Soum (Nm Y d  : Arno Rcu, 1978). p. 43 



(1825)?" A b d  Dornett refcned to Waîabn's work in his trawls to southcm Ontario.' 

Mcilwroith's secoud &a to Bir& of Onano (1894) provided datailed instructions for the 

amateur ripiralutq Mcihmith was the leadmg authority on birds in who mrintained 

ndworics of colledors thraigbout the pmvince to i&rm bis work. 

The M e d  bird nat d y  provided evidence of i d d a t i o n ,  it smbodied the msseuline 

pracbces of id-g, arDring, and cuiiecting a riue or pradasory bird. As Hvrarsy stated, 

'hmdenny was the cnft of remembmiig th* pnfect e x p e r i ~ c e . ' ~  "Ideally, the kiiiing itseif 

hod to be accomplished as a qmtmanUe act. Perfêction was heightend if the bunt were a 

meeting of equais." Judgmg a perW rpaimcn also dependesi m the character ofthe bùd and its 

physial appearance. "CQwardice wouid durqurlSy the m a  lovely and properiy pta~ortimed 

b.'* Furtbmnore, the "perfh expression ofan animal" involveci an rdull d e .  'Th  

particuiar tme of p d d m n  could d y  k heard in the d e  mode. It was a annpound of 

physicai and spirituai qurlay judged aimiailly by the e-scient ist  in the fuhess of direct 

" M e s  Watertm, Wandenngs in Sovth Amenca (Upper SaWe River7 N J.: Grrgg Press. 

1%8), pp. 321-341 

" Alfred Domeü, m E.A. Horsernan a d  L.R BQooa (ds) nie Cunudun 3-1 ofA@ed 

Dumen: Being an onroctfivm a jmmaI of a tour in CcmDcdO? the Uwted States md Jumaica 

1833-1835 -don, Outario: U n i m  of Western Ontario7 1955), p. 55 

" 'ïbmir M c I l ~  Bir& of Ontmb, 2". d. (Hadon: Hadion AsSOCiatiOLI, 1894). pp. 

15-2 1 

' Dmar J. Hamway, EWnate Visions: Gender? &ce. dNuture  in die Modem World of 

Sctonco (New York: Rorirledge. 1989), p. 41 

" D a m  J. -y7 Pnmte Pïsions: Gender, hce,  m d N i r e  in riv Modem WorU qf 

SEionce (New Yd: RoiaIedge, 1989), p. 41 



expe r i en~e . "~  As male birb exhibiteci colourhil plumage, they were the most SOU& a h r .  

Taxidemy therdore developed into the air of duplayhg the perfêct masdine opecimen. For 

example, McIiwraith described a d e  adult shoveller as a prued possession for the cabinet. 

"An adult male ShoveUer procured m the maah of May d e s  a handsome 
specirnem for the ubinct, as there a n  tew of our waterfowl as gaily atLired; the 
large spocabill somewhat spoils b* beauty of proportim, but it serves as a 
distinguishing maik of hdividuals of the specia, of any age or sex.'"''" 

As an autbority on taxidermy, Charles Waterton stated: 

"y must pay close attention to the form and &de of the bird, and know 
exady the proporhon each c w e ,  or exîensim, or contraction, or expansion 
of any particular part bean to the rest ofthe body. In a word, you must 
possess Promethean bolâness, and bring d o m  fire and animation, as it were, 
into your preserved specimed* 

ûnly dien could "you will place your eagle in attitude commanding, the same as Nelson stood in, 

in the &y of battle, on the Victory E quarterdeck." Lord H o d o  Nelson (1 758- 1805) was a 

British national hero and enshriued in Britain's imperial centre." By accenbiating the hawk's 

&est to denote courage, the shiffd bird represented the ideal imperial male during the 

Rapton =ch as eagles, hawks, and fplcons &en evoked experiences of masculinity and 

prowess. '711s bold and spirited filcon," statd Alexander Ross Milton, "is me of the most 

.u6 Doaoa J. Haraway, P n'mute Visions: Gender. Race, and Namre in the Modem Wodd of 

Science (New York: Rdedge, 1989). p. 4 1 

Thomas Mcllwnith, Bir& of hturio (Hamilton, Hamihon Association, 1886), p. 55 

" Charles Watertai, W d e n n g s  in &th Amenca (Upper Saddle River, N.I.: Gregg Press, 

1%8), p. 336 

" Rodney Mace, Trafaalgm Spwne: Emblem of Empire (London: Lamaice and W- 1976) 



active and intrepid of the birds ofprey.'ds L M e ,  the b'whiteheadd eagle" was a "noble 

bird", and the "gddeii" species was "mag!ificemt.'"' 

ihe taxidennist &op signified a gendered space that reinforced masculine ideologies 

within the bird0ig society, as the rmjority of collectors were men. Coliecton dispkyed their 

"inphies" and bragged about theu birding exploits. 'The taxidennids shop wu a common 

meeting place for the shoding fhternity and many adabdia were brought in for discussion, 

idenîification, presenation and ale.'"' Stories about bIoodthinty eagles and raptums hawks 

resonated within the sportsman circle. By enfoning hunter folklore, bird colledors auld boast 

abait theu ~ ~ ~ ~ a g e o u s  attempts to ~ b d u e  birb o f  pmy. For example, Ernest Thomproa Seton 

reiterated a story by Bill Laue, who was one of Seton's naturalist menton. 

"He told me of a young man who stalked an eagle on a tme at Scarborougb. The 
agie was wingd and fell down the W. The man derceaded and incautiously 
approocbed. 'The eagle seized his thigb with the talons of barh his powerful fkt, 
and beld on despite the man's most desperate stnigsles. In the moming his 
amcious fien& found him deaâ, the eagle still holding on, and his ckws driva 
deep into the femoral utery; while, all arounà, the blood and marks show4 how 
the gunner stniggled for bis lifa.'u3 

SuMving war wounds h m  a h d g  excursion represented the durnbiIny9 bnvery, and 

"manlhess" ofa sportman who dd the wild and uapredictable. A stuffed specirnen, or 

"troptrophy", epitomised the brave act and would be dispiayed for the collechg fkatemity to see. 

After Bill Loane bd colleaed a Live mgle, he immediately "weut to Passmore's taxidermists 

&op on Yonp Street'' to show off lus prize.*u 

" Alexander M. Ross, nia Bir& of C m d a  flomato: H. Rowseil, 187 1), p. 1 

451 Alexander M. Ras,  The Bir& of Cumdu flomoto: H. RowoeU, 187 1), p. 6 and p. 8 

UZ Peny A. Tavernar. 'The old taxidenny shop and Point Pelee drys9" Rening Mernorial 

Papers. Read No. 5. i9JO flormto: The Brodie Club, 1 !MO), p. 26 

U3 Julia M. S&DO, By o Thousami Firrs (Garden Ciîy, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1 %7), pp. 66-67 

434 Julia M. S m  @ o T h m d  Firos (Garden City, N.Y.: Doublec&y, 1967 ), p. 67 



Scientific IZlwtration 

Mmraraoavrlinr aiso engaged 9 DIIunl hstory i l l u d m  by painting the birds they 

wllecred m the wiïd. On 10 Iune 1834, WiIl*m Pape '%vent out shoahg" m the monùng, and 

the rcIt of the &y he 'bas ocnipied in plmtmg a bird - these were my w principal amusements 

during the whole of the 5 weeks espaully the latter.'u5 However, nther d m  a ''polite" 

advity, Pope's pamtings ülusîratd the birdr ha Ued âom his coiiechg and hunriDg 

acursioos, and he W e d  the bird in the moment of its discovtry as a second vaiidation of his 

"As an adpria to science, illumath tscbnicai art aghuad the materd âetails of 

discovery . . . As a testament U, the magnetic pull of contrat, parîiculaiid objects, the art of 

oliunl history attractd utinr bterested iu crpaumg nature's si~~guIanty.'*' SimiLi to twirr 

photogrrphr and posrcards, the illustration ofthe bid c o m m ~ d  "rome point about 

qeriena in one puiicular plsœ md t h e  to an audiace and their inîended f ~ n n . ~ '  For 

recreatid birdwliehers, the ilîustratim signihed their presence in the ôachoods, cxplaing the 

*' W h  Pqe, in M.A. GarLid (ed.) William Pope's J o u d  March 28. I83Mmch 11.1835 

(Zxnidoa, m., Lwscm Mernoriai Library, University of Western Ontario, 1952-54), p. 41 

" A m  B. Shtier, '%mny in the bnrlbin m m :  womm and d y  nbcteenthccaavy p h  

sbdy," in P.G. Abir-Am and D. Ouhm (eds.) Uneary Coreers mdïntimaîe h s :  Women md 

Science 1789-1979 (New BIMSWick, New Jersey Rutprs Uaivctsity Press, 1987), pp. 3 143 

* Lynn L. Me- Thc R o m e  of Mctorim NmmI Histwy (New Yodc Oxfbrd Umvedy  

Press, 1989), p. 164 

" Mike Crang, "Picluriog p-: r e s d  thrai* the tourist gaze," Progrrss Ni Hamm 

Geogmp& 21,3 (199?), pp. 365 



wildemes, and mdicated to th& ~ U O W  naûmbts, "yai were n a  here, 1 wada As a 

wiidemess Wi11iam Pope's painting symbolued his ab- as a hunter m okùnmg the 

rpccimen as well as the wildemess experience he wisheà to embody. Maay d e r  spo~sm;in- 

n a t m k s  aise iiiwtratd bu& wiihii> the sune traditian such as Charles Fcfieqpli (Figure 2).- 

Emest niompson Setm also primsd birâs. HU nrst b i d  pamting was a "Pigeai Faiam" on 9 

November 188 1 ."' 

The Romantic-Aesthetic 

However, white some upper a d  rniddl~~~iass men drallengeâ biràs of prey, sportanen 

cmdkts slro longeci for the dimmutive hummiDgbird, the gladid scariet-buri, and die celestiaî 

bhiebird. M m  qmincdly, they p m e d  iutunl history as "a pods way.. . one who viewed 

aiûure aRdheticaiîy 'hdh emaions ofthe human mind - surprise, wonder, tcrror, revuisioa, 

adnhtion, love, desire, and so fordi.- As George Head descriùed, "a sportsznan can d y  

comprehend how allmaing it was to liasri to the wild sounds which now broke upon the ar, as 

- - 

" Mikt Cran& "TipiCaUmg pcacîicer: n a d  thmugh the tauin gaze." Progress in Human 

Geogrophy 2 1,3 (1 991). pp. 365-366 

YO Charles Fathergill, MS 140, vol. 20, "Canadian r e s d a  chiefly in nrtunl history, 18 16- 

1821," The Thomas Fisher Rare Book Libnry, h v e d y  of Tomto, Tocoltt0 

" E r n e  Ibompsai Seton, Traïl of an Antrt-Nutauolist: t k  Autobiugruphy of Emest lïu~mpson 

Seton (New York Arno Press, 1978), p. 15 1 

" Pbrlip Henry Gosse, Romunce of Nowa1 Histoy -don: 3. Nisba, 1861), pp. iii4. Gosse 

w r r ~ e t h e m o s i i n a u c r i t i a l ~ t o p a p u k n z r e ~ ~ m B r i t u n .  Hewasaisom 

~ a ( I M m p m m Q t m B c l i u d r 1 r a ~ o 1 1 t o r d i e p u r n i a o f a r t u n l ~ r y t h r ~ h U  

trawl guide, h e  C&an Nhtwalist (1840). Lymi Barbu, h e  H e  ofNatu~I  History, 

I8XU 870 (Grrdai City, N-Y.: Doiiblay, 1980), pp. 1 17-12 1; pp. 239-250 





the hihered troops held th& gabbling cozlvemüious togdm, a d  diving, and splrrhmg by 

m s . -  

Spring, in particuiar, elicited romantic imagery of mature for the hlMter-naümk "Tt was 

beautifil ta see the birb welcomhg the buddmg leaf by their happy n c m ~  h m  their long 

winta 's  bantshmm d e  the eye foilowd t h e ~  flircing tnck t b q h  the air, and the ear 

iistened to a- m themselves, and tiil then unheard.- For binhtchers, the sprimg migraticxi 

proyideù a -de, *Nahite" in ail her glory. Emest Tbonpson Seton loaged for sprhg wirb 

the uiivai of the bhebird. ûn nrrt aghg,  the bird made hirn cry whereby he exciaïmed, "it has 

been my s p ~ g  bird ever &ce.- The tiny hummingbird ais0 evd<ad simikr respscs. 

Wdiam Pope namted his reactim to the woaddd beingr he encantend on a hunîing W. 

"Saw nuo or tbrse of aie Mie ba& hrimmingbirds t d y  as they wen flcmaiog over thc 

flowers thr were growing bythe eâge ofthe watm. These were the 6rst ofthese preüy lue  

18 George Head, Fomsr &enes ami Inci&ntst In the Wilak ofNorth America (tandon: J. Mumy, 

1829). p. 258 

44) Georgc Head, Fowst Scenes d f m - & n t s ,  In the Waïüs of North Ameficu -don: J. Mumy, 

1829). p. 225 

46s btst ïbompsoa %cm, TM1 of m Artr'st-Nan~aIist: the Avtobiogrophy of Emesrt lïwmpson 

Seton (New Y& h o  Ress. 19781, p. 41 

Y WùliPm Pope, in MA. Gadad (al) WiUzam Pope's J'i Mirch 28 I834-Mmh I l .  1835 

(Londm -0: Lawsm Manorial LAW, University of Western Oatario, 1952-54), p. 44 



The Home Front 

Male birdwatchers also observed bu& around the home and in the garden, traditional 

spaca for women to engage in recrdonal birdwatching. Richard Bo~ycastle, "used to sit in 

my little quiet and retired study at Toronto, whicb had two windows lookhg, the one, an a small 

la-, the other over the bay, the islanâ, and the Beautifil Lake ~ o u n d . ' ~ '  From this male 

recreat, Bonnycastie observed the: 

"liale fire-throated humming bird boldly darted from flower to flower, 
occasio~lly resting himself close to out hands, on the tiny branch of an apple 
or willow twig, where he would remain seated and eyemg us tbr minutes 
together. It is tnily asraiisbing how fàmiliar the lmle fellow becomes where 
he has plenty o f f 4  and is never hunted.'* 

Richard Boanycade anticipatd the flurry of beautifil buds thaî enlivend bis garden 

during the spring. 

'Then in the spring came the briiliant and &ring blue-bird; the timid and 
splendid scartet-bird, with its wings tipped with glossy black; the orange-bird; the 
bright and goldensoloured yellow-bud, sum multis aliis; ammgst which must 
not be forgotten the w d p i g e m ,  nor that magnificent fellow, the roggish [sic] 
blue jay, the most splendidly coloured of the Canadian bu&; nor the little 
cdiding Wren.'* 

Bomycastle's description depicteci Pratt's "monarch of al1 1 survey" on a small scale, as 

he "verbally pamted" the natural world for his British audience. By aestbeticuing the 

birdr wiCb rich material and semantic substance, Bomycastle fiamed the scene frMn his 

'' Richard Boanycastle, The Canadas in 1841. vol. 2 (Wakefield, England: S.R Publishen, 

1968), pp. 48-49 

a iùchad Bomycastie, The C a ~ d a s  in 1841. vol. 2 (Wakefield England: S.R Publishen, 

1968), p. 50 

a Richard Bomycastie, The Cimudus in 1841. vol. 2 (Wakefield, Ligland: S.R Publishen, 

l968), p. 50 



wirrdow as if it was "intanded to k viewed h m  where he M emaged upcm iCdrn As 

be rtm#L 'the British public will, th-re, n;minlly look with fimuable eye upai my 

work treating of theu a m  ccmditian.'*" 

'Ibomas M c D d  a i s  oollectd bkds in his garda. On me acasicm, he 

amassed numerdus m i e s  of rare warblm, '9 c o U d  wm rare specimens in my 

garden that moming than 1 ever did mywhere rise at the sarne tirne'' +r, lus p s s d  

a ~ s ~ . " ' ~  

Several d e r  s p o r t s m a n ~  niliaamed bud-Won and b m l à w a  arouud theu 

homes. G s o r g e W . W ~ d e a r s s d i a g ~ ~ h i s h a n e t o r & e ~ t b r t ~ c z r t l y  

viritcd k home. 1 had a qurnPiry ofapples an up and and (sic) strewed on the aeps d a  

verauciah ofthe house, and More long 1 b d  as mauy as <ci, or a &zen ofthese ùeautjfbl birâs 

feeâing a the same S&aa amstxucted nastmg boxes for cwrllows and wrcar. '"There 

was, however, aie field d o i s  wild world bat was o p  to me, tb* sam made itseifpoit ofmy 

W. Thn was nirlriog bird houses, or, as we o&a d e d  th- ' N e  ~aws'.""' Whirc- 

bmaed swrllows, blusbirdp, p q k  marîins, and house mens al! visited bis abode. 

Mary Louise Rm, imperid Eyes: (New York: Rmtledge, 1992), p. 205 

Richad BomycadeT ne CLmadQs in 1811. voL 1 (Waicstield, England: S.R Publishers, 

1 %a), p. iii 

Thomas Mc~wniih, Cln Bir& rmd SinlMitters (Hanibn: Hamiha Scieuîific Association), 

p. 39 

George W .  Ailan, Notes on the Omirhoiogy of rk Se4som: ReedkfOre the Canadan 

Imtihite. J a ~ m y  I p. 1885 (ïomto: Copp, Ckk, 188S), p. 5 

C1i4 Emest T. %tan, Tmil of an Atisf-NammJist: hc Avtobiography of Emsr Thompsm S e m  

(New York: Arno Press, 197S), p. 42 a d  p. 77 



The Moral Tradition 

Some middleskrs d e  birdwatchers also ponticmd theniselves as mediators of 

tradihonrlly a women's sphere, men a h  designated apprq>riate male and fernale behaviair by 

personifymg b n b  as humans. For example, the brm-headed cowbird was o h  omibied h m  

b-ers' bird descriptions, as it exnnplified the demist of Victoriao monli<y. As eosribirdr 

condemeci the speàes. h his Bir& of ûntano (1886). Mc- personifid the bird and ils 

moral deficiencies. 

appropriate "Fcmmme a t t r i i " ,  which d d  the wap male budwatche~ viewed their 

Ihonm McClwndh, Bir& of Onturio (Fhmib, I i r m i b  Associ r t i~  1886). p. 193 

Thomas McUwmth, Bir& of Onturio (Hmîh, thmiiîon krociatian, 1886). p. 193 



the rbodders, U e  one wishing to avoid a d*com, but in modrrrie, 
perpendiculs+ length, aipporting the head horizaaally, whicb will s& &the 
bmast ta he besî m e .  And the breast ou@ to be cairpicuous, and have 
thisaStentianpUdtoit;fwwh~ayamgkdyissw~mdgdeiaher 
mmners, kind and a b l e  to those amund her; whea hm eycs stand in tears of 
pity for the woa ofders, a d  she pu& a d portion of* Providence &s 
blessed ber wih into the band hp10ring poverty and hunger - theu we say she 
has the b m s t  of the t u n l e d o ~ e . ' ~  

As for the mding ntual, femaie birds d d  na be ta, aggressive. According to Parker Gilmore, 

the mating rituaIs of migntoty bvdr were scimdalau as fêmaie birds agaged in faeplay. 

"1 do not think rhrt the allers were gpllmrr anne to d e  love to the bride, fw 
then rbe w d d  k pmhbly timid, bPrhâù, md âad; bui il was qude the 
r s m ,  fbr the lady's voice was as highly pitched as hm lord's, and her mainer 
equaily d e  and objeaiollz~ble.~~ 

In Gilrnore's view, the si@ was "a d u p a  to rociety, whaher among birds or human 

Women md Recnationai Biidivatching 

Chdes Wotatoa, WQndenngs ln South Amenm (Uppr kdde Rivcr, NJ.: Gregg Press, 

" Parker ûilmore, Lune A Year in the Wiùièmess (London: Chapman and Ha& 1875). pp. 

Parker Gilmm, Lone h@: A Fear in the Wildemess (Ladon: Chrpman md Hail, 1875). p. 

Cadina h s ,  1993), pp. xiv-w, Am B. SM=, "Bamy in the brcolâur m m :  womcn and 



MIay womcn, fa instance9 purswd drawing as t was amsiderd an acceptable fam of 

recreabon fbr ladies interesteci in studying-nature. As the d e  fnranny created conceptual 

bouaâaris ta limit women's participation in certain nminl bistary adVities, women rarely 

engaged in the more '%lOOdy" purWrr such as bird coiitctmg and taxidenny. Female 

biràwat&ers t h d o n  enterd birdwatching through 'bcmcoEnimptiveW activities such as 

dqtaing bàb  thmugh ianguage and i l lurmri~  obcerving beautifd and diminutive bink and 

their nesting beôaviaus. 

Women 's ErcIus10n 

Becaw w o m ~  were acludad h m  the more o u t d o o ~  rrpect of d o n a i  

binbatcbg, Bribh m i d d l a c b  womm rarely c d d  birb wdb a p or paformed 

axidenny. Maay rruair supporteci rbe nmm thrp middie-cbs w o n  shaild na participate in 

these practices. Women rarely mameci the woods by themselvcs. As hkgimt Morse Nice 

(1 883-1974). one of North America's h &male omàhologUL1, excbed, "oiie of the gaUing 

p r o h i b i t i m a f a u ~ ~ t b r t ~ @ b g o ~ w r l l r i n g i n & e  wwo#lraadfieldwimouta 



br&er.'d' Womtm were viewd as physicilly vulnerable and too fiagie to hm and exert 

theniselves 

Within the European iiuunl history tradiûoq women were d c t e d  in the professiaial 

field of omitbology thghout the e igba îh -  and n i n e t e e n t h e e s .  in Europarn ckles, 

women rarely classifieci birdr, apptieà taxmomic systans, or named new birds. As Fmch 

omibioiogist Bamo Frederick Lafiesiaye stated in Le Revue Zooiogique, 1839, "we am br bmm 

appr-g of the habit of giving new birb the niunes ofwomen, who are ofta stramgen of the 

love of ornirbol~gy.~ Alrhough women were more active in -y, nevertheles women m l d  

na b m e  memben of the Linnaean Society d l 9 0 5  .- As omitholoey professiadized m 

North America, women were na invited to join the Amencan Omirhologists' Union (AOU) 

hhgaret Morse Nice, Rereurch is a Parsion with Me (Tomuto: Cmsolidated Amdyst 

Comrnuaications, 1979), p. 18 

" Patricia Vertinsky, nia Eiemally Waudod Womun (Manchester: Manchoster University 

Ru, 1990); Jemifèr Hsrgrsaves, Spting Fenoles: Critical Issues in the Hîstory and SocioIogy 

of Women 's Sports (New York: Routledge, 1994) 

Bahara Meam and Richard Mmms, A d b o n  to Xmm: me Lives of hose Commcimorated 

in North Americun Bird Names (TotOQtO, Canada: Academic Press, 1 W), pp. 1 14- II5 

" Barbara Gates, KInd'ed Nature: Viftonan and Ehuardian Wonion Embrace the Living World 

(Chicago md h d m :  University of Chicago Rcrr, 1998). p. 66 



establidisd in 1883" lbey a h  m l y  published in Brirkh and Nor& Amricm s c i d c  

journals and fw received a systcmatic science &cation befon 1 9 0 0 . ~  

if British women did catribute to omiihology, it was through scieatific illustraîim. 

Elizabeth Gould (1804-1841)' aie of the world's nriest bird illustrators illustrated her husband's 

wo* Bir& of ~ustruiia? Jemima Blackbm ( 1  823-1 909). Scas~oman and amateur 

omdhologist, received recognhim for her work Bir& D r m f i o m  Nature (1862).= Sarah Stone 

(ca. 1760-1 844). Wre many d e r  "ac#)mplishd" yamg ladies at the end of the tighranth- 

cerrtury, pahted the contents of Sir Ashtai Lever's museum, and wu me of the first pitists to 

painî objects h m  Austraiia a d  the SaiO, Sea f b m  Bririoh exploratioos CIptrm Cook's three 

round&eworld voyages. " 
However, there were a âu women who ovetdepped co l l cq td  bûundaries bat were 

iqoseâ an them. For example, at least a ie  Eurupeau eiite woman cm racord stuad birb. 

9, Marianne G. Ainley, 'Women in North Amencm omrdiology during the lut century,'' Tho 

Intematio~4I Confireence on the Me of W m n  in the History of Skience. TechnoLogy. ond 

Medidne in the 1 and 2@ Centthes, Vèzprem, Augwt 15 - 19. Conference Proceedings. 1983, 

pp. 3-7 

486 Mary RS. Ctcese. M e s  in the hboratory? American and British Women Ni Soencc. 18W 

1900: A S1vv4y of their Contribations to Research (Landon: The Sconvrow h, 1998). pp. 

121-126 

" Bvbua T. Gata, M r e d  Naruri?: Yictorim and &ordian Women Embrace the LMng 

WorM (Chicago and Loadm: University of Chicago Ras, 1998). p. 74 

U1 Barùara T. ûaîes, Kindred Nature: Rctonmi and Erlk,ardian Women Einbrace the h n g  

World (Chicago and Loadoa: Uihcsity of Chicago Press, 19981, pp. 79-81 

a l e e  E. Jadwiri, &rd Stone: N m a L  Caujositiesfirn the New WorIdr (Laidon: Memil 

HoIbertoa: Natumi History M m u q  1998) 



Madame Ofney, "'a laûy tbat has m excellent art&- m p d g  birb.'- As Gwke and 

-Morio statui, aristocratie women o h  had higher expectatioas and b e r  awtmbts than those 

influeucing rniddlczlass Bnrioh women*' in bie Unirai States, Mairh Maxwell (1 83 1-1 88 1) 

explorrd the Colorado wildemess wiih a p in b d  and prepared bird slrias during ber leisure 

t h .  Leading American sciaaiaJ ofthe &y including Rokrt Ridgway and E l l i a  Coues 

ackuowledged Mamell's importance to omithology." Her twidermy WO* wu a b  exhi'bkâ 

in Philsdeiphia's Ccntamiial Exposirim of 1876-77. Charldte Hat King @.CO. 1860), Who 

manied Hudron's Bay Company trader Wdlum King, also s h  her own bud specimens in the 

Hu&m Bay region. As a Métis woman, die sent zooIogical colledims to Amencan nrtunliscr 

mdto musaims such as the Smidisoc1im ~nstmirion." Wben coasiâering @y importaut 

variables of location ( M e r  wilderness) and chss (uistocratic or lwer class), women were 

provided opportunities to engage in bud dl&g  and taxidenny. 

190 Keiih Thomas, Mm and th Natumi Worùi: Chg ing  Attitudes in England ISW-1800 (New 

York: M e o n  Books, 1983) 

Jeanne Kay Gwke and KPIQ Morin, "Gender, a a ~ a ,  empire: womea n a t u d h  in 

nineteenth- Bridrh tram1 Liunrtun," paper fi,r$rmming in Tloliuctions of the Imtitute of 

British Geographers (2001) 

4n Ridgway, one of the mart h o n d  profaJionai scientjrto of his th, publisûed a Lisr of 234 

birds Maxwell pias-. He even uamd a pale gray subrp&ies ofthe Eastern Sam& Owl 

[OM] asio mmveiliae in her honour. Ha work m the field provided nmerous specimans to 

development of American Omithology. See MsrcL M. Bonta, Women in the FieU (CoUege 

Station: Texas A md M, 199 l), pp. 3 0 4  1, and Bubar Meanis and Richard Meams, 'Womai in 

tbe field," The Bird Colloctm (San Diego: Academic Ress, 1998), pp. 347-368 

" MPririioe G. M e y ,  in tbe field? CIardiri womn scidsts, 181 7-1965," Dospite tk 

O&: Essuys on Corwcfim Women cnd Scieme (katmi, Vehicle Pnrz, 1!39û), pp. 2542 



In d e m  Ontprio, however, the majority of British women of leisure participa iu 

"polite" aaivities such as wriring abaut birb, monliring and aesthetiiring than, and acquiriiig 

stuffw bir& as abjects dniriosity. Onruio wowo, t h e d t e ,  rarely pPmciprtsd in taxidenny 

belf or coilsaiiig wahin die scidfic or sportmvm tradition. For instance, m the 1860s, "'Miss 

BeU" braight bird rpecimens to the Oüawa N d  History Society. Althou@ she most k l y  did 

not collect the birb henelf, B e  apprmdid a male daahteci  domain tha d y  restricted 

women's participatioa. Miss BeU wu protwbly Robert BeU's (1 808- 1894) daugbter. He wss a 

prhter, busmessman, m i b  &cerT and politickm in Culetoa Place, an ûttawa n i b u r b .  As 

ûüawa locrlr considerrd Robert Bell an expert on omibiology, she migb bave brougùî her 

Mer's spccimens to the meetiogs, as he was one of die fmding members." ûn 24 Nowmber 

1865, Mus Bell domtecl a few specimens of "Mergus Merganser, &ces Aguhus,  Fuccïs 

hiring this time period, there were two Robeit &ils M g  in the ûttawa mgion. The more 

weil-known &U (1841-1917) worked fw the Geologïcai Sunny of Canada, b@mg in 1865, 

and excelied in his field by nceiving several Canadian and àiternasid awards. He did na have 

children d l  he was married in 1873. The d e r  Be11 manid in 1839 and had two suis d a 

daughter. He mvolved himreîfltwi(h the Library Association a d  Mechania hitute, which was 

h d e d  in 1846, and evolved mi0 the Ottawa Naturai Hùtow Socidy in 1863. He hier b d e d  

the Carletcm p h  Chme, Firh and ~ectivorous Bids Pràective Sociw in 1884. A Robert Bell 

is uamed as aw ofthe gmcp's supporters m the macuig minutes. W.A. W a k ,  "Rokt Bell 

(1 84 1 - 19 11)," m R Cook (ed.) Dictio~ry of (hdh Biogmphy, (Tonmto: u n i w d y  of 

Tomto, 1998), pp. 55-56; Cowhwy C.J. b d ,  '%dmt B d  (1808-1894)," in F.G. Hdpmy 

(d) D ï ~ t i o ~ y  of C d m  Biograpb, W ( T m :  University of Torœtto, l m ) ,  pp. 85-86 

* Lindsay s u g g d  tha women ci*snd profcoriaml omithoIogy thraigb their brdhers, &hm, 

or husôads. Debra Lindsay7 ' % t h t e  iumates: wives, horwholâs7 and scimce in niireteenth- 

catuzy America," Iiis 89 (1 Sa), pp. 63 1 -652 



resculesar" to the Nlihinl W r y  Society." û~ anda occasion, 'the curator 

announced a daartion fimm Miu Bell to the Sociw of 16 mi&d birds.- However, although 

she donateci specimens to the society, Miss Bell remaiued unnameci as a member in the meeting 

minutes book, which i11ustraLed her exclusion h m  the male fratemlty. Womea did na becorne 

memben ofthenrrunl history gmup d t h e  1 8 9 0 s . ~  

Upper- and middle-ciass f d e  ntaualinr m e d  auîhority thnnigh the priva& rphera 

of domesticity and monlay. For d e r  C t h u m e  Pan Traill in 1836, "tny d y  rrrauws are 

domestic details and the iirnurl b r y  of the country.'- As women engaged in "non- 

thrsorciisg" activitia, coiiecting birdo with a gim iay m i d e  their qerience of d c m a i  

birdwacbmg. For example, Anna Jarneson's view ofbunririg iîlunnrai w o m ' s  appropriate 

matemal respcmse to b l d  sport duràg ber trip to üpper Canada in 1838. 

' W e  saw a beautifid wiid-duck emerge fkom a green covert" with 'humaais 
b d  of ducbgs. It was a SI@ to toucb the hart wirh a tender pl-, 
and 1 plmded harâ, very bard, fbr mCIC)r, ka wht thorough sportmm ever 
k e ù  to RKb a word? Thc deady (pmt were h â y  leveiied, and even 
while 1 spoke, the poor mdher-bird wu she the Little ones, whKb caild n@ 

OIowr Nainl Hutmy Society Meeting Minutes, Nowmkr 24,1865, Omwr Field- 

Naturab' Club Fm&, MG 28-13 1, C e e r  1, NAC, Otéswa, Outario 

" Ottawa Niunl  History Society Meeting Mmutes, Juiy 3 1,1868, ûüawa Fieid-Naunluts' 

Club Fm&, MG 28-131, Caitniner 1, NAC, Ottawa, -O 

Omwa F i e l d - N e '  Club Fm&, MG 28-1 3 1, C m m e r  1, NAC, htario 

4~ Cllfuriiie P. Traill, The Buch& of Cana& UotOPSO: McClelLnd and Stewart, 1989), p. 

240 



flyy went fiuttering and scudding away imo the open M e ,  to peruh 
miserably."JaD 

Jarneson nrpressed her somw for the ducks by identx@mg with die m d e r  bVd rad h a  

ducbgs. Respectable womtn did n d  destrud the innocent in nature. 

As they did nat coiiect the birds they obsewed, fende birdwachers "presaveâ" birds 

thraugh language and ratber than a &ad specimen. Cabarine Parr Tm& for instance, did not 

&OCC the budr she obrennd. Radier, she qproached her observaeims by preserviDg them m 

descrrptioii. Her 'bomdhological sketches" braight chichdees, bluebids, and mowbirds to Iife 

as her "Lmle fivourita" engaged in "phyful frolics" and "gay warbling," symbolic of her 

matemal rhetoricJd1 

By preserving her birds on papa, T d  oollected her spscies a d  ananged thm 

systematically m hm memory. Traill's mniniscences and memones ofthe Merent biidr she 

o b s d  in specific places su- tor s t d d  birds. 'The red-heaâd woadpecker," fbr 

ampley "is very spiendid; the had and neck bemg rich in crimson; the back, wings, and breast 

an diviâed betvcreea the mon mowy white and jetîy biack. The incessant tappmg ofthe 

woodpeckers, and the discordaut shriek of the blue jay, are head h m  s m h e  to S U L W ~ " '  

Eiizabeth Simcoe ribcorded the birds o b s d  m mer Cana& ihmugh pend and w;nerco10ur, 

asshepamtedbirdsduimgher1791-17%tnp. Her"NewWorld"disc0verieskame 

"prrsemd" througb art and paptr. humg h a  trip to Nonh America, she sketched semai 

Specicr ofbink. Accordmg to Mary Burges, her nrrunlUt âMnd P Englau4 Y think yai cbiiw 

Anna Jarneson, W h e r  S d e s  CmdSvmmer &mbIes in C d  (Torwto: McCleîland and 

S u  199û), p. 530 

Carbarme P. Traïii, The &K:kwOOdS of Cmiadri (ïommo: McCleiiand anci S t e ~ n ,  1989), p. 

184 and p. 182 

Jm Catbarine P. T a  The BacAwOOdS of Carda nomto: McCleiland imd Stewart, 1989), p. 

185 



gain "a little money." Sbe am~e: 

"1 practised a method ofpainhg birds and butterQjes upon die white, velvety 
&ofthe Iargeîiangitbrtgmwpl~yupcmthebuLofthe sugiw 
tnaple. These had an atfmdve appeamnce; and my b d e r  who was a 
captain m one of the p r o v i s i d  ngiments, sold a grmt mmiy ofthan ammg 
the officers, without saying by wbom tbey were paiuted. ûne rich lady in 
P ~ d m m u g b ,  long since dea4 orderd two doan to send as curiosiîies ta 
England. '- 

T'he home and pdm r e p r d  domest id  and tamd naûue where in d e n i  

ûntano women moved safêly and away h m  the dmgers ofthe wild. MPny piaxxted speclfic 

flowers to attract bidifb. Accordmg to Trrill, ' W u  summer 1 had mme bais of mignonettes and 

d e r  flowers, with some plendid major mcolvul uses... these lovuly fimers tempeci the 

humming-birds to visa my garden, and I h d  the plasure of swing a pair ofthcre beaiiIifiil 

Anna Jamasoa wioiessed a pmcessicm of beautifid birds from ber window m Tonmto. 

She exprcrsed, "1 o b s m d  some bids d a  species new to me; thae was the lovely blue-birâ, 

wirb hr b d i h t  violet plumage; aud aimat gorgeous species of woodpecker, wth a bhck h a 4  

" Letfer h m  Muy mes mes ta Mn. Eiizabcch Simcue 28 Jme 1792, John Graves Simcoe 

Fands, MG23-HI1, Folder 29, Rsel A m ,  M C ,  Ottawa, Outam 

S~urrana Moddie, Rmghing It in the Bush; or. Life in Cam& (Omwr: Tecumseh Press, 

1999, pp. 325-326. 'Tbe h t  &oa was published in 1852. 

Cathwine P. Traïii, ni0 i3uckwOOdS of C m &  ~ O C O Q ~ O :  McCleUmd and Stewart, 1989), p. 

240 

Anna J a m a a i ,  Winter S d e s  md Sumwxer Ranibles in C h a h  (Tormto: McCleUmd and 

S m a q  199û), p. 237 



bitds she observecl from her window resembles Richard Bonnyeastle's observation h m  his 

home. Bah illustratsd Pratt's 'hioaarch of al1 1 survey", on a d d e ,  as they aesthaicized 

the birds with ricb inaterial and semantic substance, which asserted power over nature rather than 

as a passive observer." 

While womea's recreatid spaa centered on the home, a "match between the scudy of 

plants and birb and women's social roles," provided many womm an opporamity to participate 

in iuturPl history." Natuai theology was an especirlly apprapriate purniil. Cabaine Pan 

Trailî deligbtad in shidying the nating behaviavs of birds. As sbe professeci, "are n@ &ese 

tbings, simple as thy mpy a p p ,  worthy ofour aDMioo? Maythey na lead us h m  the nest of 

the W e  bird and ber ways to the thmne of the All-wise ûod, who has inplantad in His srnilest 

creatures r d o m  thg banles the reason ofthe wisest of men to understand and e x p ~ i n ? " ~  

instance, Traill obswed the nestiug patterns ofthe scarlet tanager. 

"The tanager's nest is made of smps of bas and fbe de& woven -der 
and &stand securelyto a -ch where no rude wh& c a ~  &ake it. 'Ihae 
t b e y h r r c h t h e ~ i r e b r o o b , m ~ r r s o m u ~ y ~ g b i r d s m ~ f w t h e  
c h g e ,  quietly depart, their <bnling being no more smn glmcing ammg the 
dark shades of the focest."'* 

- 

WI Mary Law Pnq Imperiul Eys: T h e l  Wrifing and Tr4t)l~cuituration (New York: 

W e d g e ,  1992), p. 205 

Vera Norwood, MdPfiom ihfs Eanh: Amencan Women d N m r e  (Chape! Ml: Universrey 

of North Cadina Pnss, 1993), p. xv 

0 9 e  P .  T d i ,  PearLi rmd Pebbles Cformto: Naturai H ~ e / ' l U ~  Hgory, Mg), p. 

31 

"O C a h r b e  P. P e d  cmd Pebbles (?bmto: Naturai HerrtageMaairal Hirtoiy, 1999, p. 

33 



As mathen and wives, women's social mles therefore shapecl their m m a h d  pursuits within 

As Vidorians strove to define themselves within bdb a new space and in a new land, 

birb providecl a means to reinforce rniddle-cb values. Catharbe Parr Tnill gainad wisdom, 

morais, oôediace, and refigious instnictions fhm bu&. Traill sared: 

"Did not our Lad, m whom the fuiness (sic?] ofwisdam dweit, point out to His 
disciples les- to ôe leund fiom the flowen oftbe field and the birdr of the 
air? We leam h m  them perfsd obedience on His care; unseMi& dehcm, h m  
their care for the offrpring; pemvemce, hrediought and in-, hm their 
efforts in obrainmg rood fbr the NJtcamce of their helpless GMily, un* of 
purpose, h t h e  gregarious birds who move in floclrs achiltsd by one wiii m 
their flight to distaut cümar; oder, discipiine, and obediaice to &eu leader, as in 
a weii-drilld u m y  an the much."'" 

Using Mc~sculine T r d t i m  

A féw fhak birdwatchers aiso experienced the sublime in OmMo's wüdnness thrai& 

its predatory birds such as wls, eagls, and hawks. As T d  exciaimecl, *Who is there r m o ~ g  

the eady settiers that hrs nd head m the deep silent night, h m  some oid ok in the woods or 

outbuilding near the bouse, the deep saorais voice of the -1 d m g  to its miprc? The 

hoiiow aaes wimd liice ' ~ ~ o - h o l h o " ,  wirb a pause betweea eacb syliable, as ifto 

prolong the echo."'' Her observations includeà M d  eagles swing umrjestidy away a- 

the Iake.'"" Anna Jarneson witnessed an eagie ""sailing through the air ao a p p d y  rnmdiuaiess 

-- - 

"' Catharine P. T e  PemLI und Pebbles (Torollto: Naturai HmtagdNatuai HUloiy, 1999). p. 

31 

'12 C a h r b e  P. Traill, Peuris mid Pebbles (Tormto: Natumi Heritage/NaQual History, 1999), p. 

50 

"3 G t b r h c  P. Tm& Tho &1chOOdS of C m &  (hmto: McCleUIod and Smmrg 1989). p. 

185 



~ogs.'*" For Jarneson, Oiduio's wiidexners providecl authentic earperieaces pmviously 

unObtainable in BRain. She w, "no a ie  wbo has a smgle atom ofimaginraoa, can t rad  

tbrwgh these forest ma& of Canada d o u t  king strcmgly inipressed and excited.'"" Similarly, 

Ibgaret Simcoe e x p e t i d  the awe and t n o r  h m  "looar Swimmmg on the U e ;  they d e  a 

noise like a man hollowîng m a trmc of distress." These hdings therefore corntadict W d ' s  

presentaticm of Burke's f e d e  and masculine acshaics, as bah middle and upper4ass men 

and women o b s e d  the sublime and beaubful m birds h i l e  m d e m  ~atano.' '~ 

Woiwn also dependecl oa their d e  coutlferparts for saifldd birds to iaipec~ in oder to 

leun abad the difièrent species m the regim. On 3 DeCernber, Mn. Elizaberb Simeoe v h t d  

Fort Niagara to view Clptam Havy Dariing's bird coiiectim d e  raiding at Newark. She 

recoumed, "the most beautifid dthem he called a meadow la& the size of a blackbud, the 

colows ofthe richest yeliow, sbaded to orange i n t e r d  with bhck; the Recoüea, a Li&- 

b r m  with a sin cm its head and the tips ofthe wings are scatlet, W<e sding wax."'7 Mer 

birds ccaprlled of 'a  blackbird wîth scarla on the wings - they abamd here in swamps; a scarlet 

'14 Anna Jamesoo, Winter S&es and Swnmer Rumbles in Canada ~ o m a t o :  McCleliimd and 

Stmmg lm), p. 238 

'" Anna Jarnesa Winter SNmes a d  Suinmer Rmnbles in Canmà Uorcmto: McCleiland md 

Stewart, 1990)' p. 237 

Stephen J Gai4 "'ïke invisible womrq" in T.B. Ga&s and AB. Btar (eds) Nuantrd 

EZoquence: Women Reinscribe Science (Madis- University of W i i a  Ras, 1997). pp. 27- 

42 

'" Mis. Elizabah Simcoe's a m  of Captain Haaiy Darling's biid coîiediai is in J. Ross 

lhe nary of Mn. John Groros Si- ('ïomto: Willirm Briggs, 19 1 1 ), p. 141. 



bird aUd the King bird, the size of a d thrush; a bird iike a canary b d ,  ba the colours much 

brighter; a grand Duc ml.'"" 

if s d e m  Omuio women acqucd M d  birb, it was for their curiaity cabin- 

rather thm scientific investigatim. Mvgpra Simcoe frrquently sent ber fiend Mary Burges 

dhi bi& for her cabmet, inciudmg a ''beautihi biack and pllow bird.'"l9 Likewise, 

Catharme Parr T d  rnaileâ oatural hisrory objm to her sister Jane in Enghd, who took 

pleuun in the New World flora and fi-. 'The next M i e  1 sand a packet home," Traill w, 

"she shaü have specima fit for rtutnOg &au spkadid robbud, which, I am sure, is the 

Virgjnian nighrmgale."m At the HImilta> and Gore Mechania hutmZc Exhi'bitiacr, May 1865, 

Mn. Roper exhibiteci her coilecrion ofbirdr h m  Ausinlia, whicù were zmnamed. She "sen& a 

case of very highly d o r d  birds h m  Aumrlin - the bleading of color is some &ch is mily 

beautifhl .j2' 

As Mrs. SUncoe resided in Newa* her natual curiosaypursuiî must have wefl known in 

the connnim~, as rpahens such as 1- and owis were o&n coUecâed for ha." In her w, 
she momteâ receiving a d d  loon from Niagara, which "was large as a muan, black, wirh a féw 

31: Mrs. Simca visited Darling again after rauming h m  York to Nirgrn m Iune 9, 1793. 

"9 J. Ross Robertsai, The Diav ofMn. John Grclws Simcoe (Toronto: Wiiiiam Briggs? 

1911). p. 1% 

* C a b i n e  P. Tm& lk &ckwOOdS of C& ~ocomo: McCleUpnd and S- 1989), p. 

180 

nr 'Ibe advertisemeat was <m page 3 of n>o E-ng Times, &y 13.1865 

" J. Ross Rdmtsm, Zk Dimy of Mn. John Grms Simcue Cfaoao: WiIliaai Briggs, 191 l), p. 

184 ancl p. 210 



whdemarksonit.'~ C h h ~ ~ v U i r t t ~ C l p t i m ~ g r F o c t N i a g a x a , ~ h c ~  

received sarffed spccimem h m  her ûiend. 'Weat tbir evenbg to the Fort. Mr. Datbg 

a bird fw me colled a Recollect." An aairc obsewer, Margaret Simcoe's m e a d  the biids and 

mpdeû the dead bodies. in rekion to an owl that was shot a Niagara, "it measured five feet 

from wiag to wing whcii they were actend~d."~ 

Cdhume Pm T d  describeci a l m g d  owl afbr she examnieci it intently. "ûne uns 

shd and b m g h  into the house for my inspectiaa. h wu living baving d y  becn wingeti, and 

evidenîly wrs very mgry whh its a p ~ ;  ready a avenge &seIf by a b1ow with àr m g  hooked 

Wmdsbptaiau. ' I b e ~ m i m d ~ w e m ~ g o m i m d y h b c n c e t b t b e r w r r b e  

thick rich browii matlecl fmihcrs du haif rbaded them h m  the light. 'Ibe an, or the tuft of 

feathers that ccmaaiai th- aood up, giving a warrior-Iike aspect to the grand, proud b i ~ I . " ~  

Aithou@ owlr rnigùt k sea, as a "mrrculine" ~pecies, T d  immersd herseIf in the "wamor- 

Iike" and "praid bird". Rather than inspecting a colaimJ beauûfùi, and diminutive bird, she 

chailensd herselfto a bud d p m y  imbued with a " s t m g  haoked baL and sbup t a h ~ . ' ' ~  

However, Tnill did nat publisb chiz acccmt in her d e r  woilu, where Be fawed on baiaifui 

and diminutive birb. S e  piidcd her 1832 dury submissian mly in 1894, when women were 

'O 3. Ross Tho Diay o f M .  John G r m s  Simcoe vammo: W i l b  Bnggp, 191 l), p. 

184 

524 J. Ross Rchtsm, nie Diav of Mis. J o b  Grms Simcae varorno: Wdlh Briggs, 191 l), p. 

210 

SU CIrhorine P. Trull, Pearis und Pebbles (ïonlclto: Naturai H e n t a g J N d  History, 1999). p. 

50 

mi C a t b b e  P. Tnill, Pemk md Pebbles (ïorrmt~: N a a v r l ~ ~ ~  History, 1999), p. 

50 



slawly entering the public sphere ofrc ien~e.~  Furthemore, she did na use Limaean 

nomenclature on birds uutil 1894, wben she received a copy of McIîwradh's second editi011 of 

Bir& of Ontmono." 

" H ' - O f f l  OmithoIogy 

Because upper- and middle-class British women m l y  used a p ta dlec t  birdo or 

p a f o d  the act ofkilling, & d g ,  and zkianiag dead birds, women devehpcd a merart 

way ofviewing birds than men, baseû oa gendered recreaîiaul pnctices. 'Ibey wouid not bave 

brndled "a 32 aiibre gin", which "cm k comfortably carrieci in the coat pocket, d e  litrle 

noise," and '9dlls Wublers up to tvrrenty yads and yct can k ured r eight and ten yuds very 

~ e l l . ' ' ~  As mgcd birds, sponmui-joumals, and binl paintings d e p i h g  newlyiha birds 

symbolized masahne representaions of the b d s  they cdlected, &male birdwat&ers wouid na 

have w~ciated the stuffed bud wah the thnii of the hunt or the bagging d a  bird. Nor wodd 

bey have shared a fntcmrl boad with wllectors ad the taxidennids &op. 

Summary 

Throughout the Lre eightcemh and nimteenth centwies, upper- and middle-class Br- 

w o w n  and men viewed birds m e n t i y  ôasecl un ideologicaiiy-based gendered d o n a l  

C a b i n e  P. Traili, P e u h  d Pebbles (Tomto: Namai FiadageMaairal History, 1999, pp. 

15-08 

Cathine P. Traill, PeatZs andPebMes (T'oroato: NPtunl Hanirge/Nd History, 1999), pp. 

" W h  E. Sauuden, "What p to use for coiiecting," OmîthoIognt md Oologst 10,3 

(Murh, 1885), pp. 46-47 



pracbœs d e r  than on physid and biologial fàcton? As As &my and ovcrseas mvel 

enabled gendered knwledges to be aegdated, women experienced the awe and t e m  m birds, 

whiie men identifid widi the tiay and the beridiful in d e r n  Ontario, 1791-1886."' Howmr, 

as women's social d e s  sbrped theh leinuc activities wirhui the domestic sphere, which 

dismurageci hem h m  parîic@oriDg in colledmg birdr widi a p or pefinning taxidermy, 

female birdwatctiers' developed dinerent ideor abad bink. The thdl  of the hunt, the physial 

involvement of killing, disseaing, and stufbg dead birds, k y  m i d e  women's expeiience of 

recrdcmai budwatdiing. Women therdore tended to observe birb passively while men more 

diibcdy coaquered and p o r s d  them. 

Upper- and rniddlçclsr Bndrh men therefore poririoned tbemrelves a the forefioa of 

eculogicai imperLlism in southeni Ontario. hi s d  of 'tmpbies", "novettiesn, anci "gems", 

birds were viewd as obj- for CoIlSumption and msmr of asserting their mascubiîy. The 

-id and advamukt rportanan-iiaursiirt k a m e  an icai for middle- and upperzhu who 

wished to exnuiste birdmen such as Jahn James Au&bm. W d  brrdwatching tberefbre 

heked to shape midde- and upper-clou British muailine i d d e s  in d e r n  ûntano. 

no Vera NonuOOd, Madefiom this Eanh: Amencan Women and Nmi<re (Chape1 Hill: University 

of North Caroliaa Press, 1993); Vera Norwood, ''C~~dfllcting gender in natue," in J.P. Herron 

and AG. KUlr (eâs.) H u ~ u ~ u m :  Biology. Culture, <ad EWrovuncnral HÎsrury (Albuquerque: 

Univen~y of New Mexico, 1999). pp. 49-62 

Jeanne b y  Guelke and Kucii Morin, "Oliidcr, nature, empire: wowii nolunlisrs in 

nmeteenth-centwy British trawl Iheraure,n papa f0rthOOmmg in Trunsuctions of the Zmtitute of 

British Geographers (2001); Aiison Blunî, Trqvei, Gender. mi ImpriaIÎsm: Mary Kingsley ond 

West A f i w  (New York: Guilford Press, 1994); Muim Fowler, Z k  Embroi&red Tent: FM 

Gentiewoinen in Eariy Cana& (i'": Atmsi, 1982) 



As mdem Ontuio's bird dectors created conceptuai bamdrries between the lmer 

clsss, ethnic minoriiy groups, a d  wornen, whiîe, middleclass men maintaineci the edifice and 

asserted thair impenaî autbority. However, as eüte and middle-ciass Bnrish women participated 

in "nonbeatening'' pnrural Wry activities such as bird panituig, curionty cabmets, and 

souvenirs, they indirectiy supported the naaial Wry trade. Furbermore, recreational 

budwavbiag helped to dirpe femmiiie i d d e s  as wmen engaged in "poiite" aQivities that 

impmved the min4 which aiiowed thmi to assert theh rnorai md aesthetic authority. 

in Jadbem Ornano, upper- amd middlezktr i m p d  men roamed the woods wilb gun in 

han4 a skilled eye, and cornpetitive airlcx& W e  they pursued the actiwty as sportsmen- 

naturalists, bird coilecton, aud taxidefmists. Some d e  birchtchers identifid wdh buds that 

refieacd masculine aits su& as eagla, hawltc, and other pred;rtors t h  evoked the subiime. 

However, men llro engageci in "non-threatenirig" or ' ' n o n u ~ v e "  raviria dcemed 

"fémae" ruch as illustration, n-g box mrinrau>ce, and appreciaticm of the bea- spiritual 

and aesthetic in birds. Upper- and middJe4ass women, too, ideatifjed with masculine 

repnseutatio~ls ofwiidlife such as eagles and owk, they sensed the awe, tenor, and niblunity in 

wildemess. Yet, the majorDy of participation h s e d  on the private rad domestic rphere as bey 

obsend buâs h m  tbe gardca, pinta3 and descri'bed ?hem ao prpcr, and acsd~aiàzcd and 

asserted theu m o d  superiority cm them. MIoy woma were excludeci h m  the pmfeUi01101 and 

public sphere of lutUrpl history, *ch morgrmtued tbem c 'polh" naturaW adVities. 



CHAITER 6: CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis addresses the histarid and cultural development of recreatid birdwatctiing 

in southern Ontario, 179 1-1886, and how empire and gender Jbsped b-ers' ideiitiries and 

ideas about birds. By deCOtUtNcting recfeatid omithological disame, 1 suggest that 

cec~eational budwrubing reproduceà the impositioa of British colonial rule in Cana&, together 

wich condescension t m a d s  aborigmal peoples and non-Brifisb immigrritJ; and the 

reinforcement of British, middldass, geadered identities in southem Ontario. 1 caiclude wdh 

an d i n e  of research amtributions with relevlmce to my objectiva, limits to the data, the 

application of my research 5dings to current bdwatcbg issues, and future researcb questions. 

The historieal rnd ailtwl dmlapments ofrecreatioaal birdwotchuig m raahem 

Ontario, 1791-1886, originated h m  Biilish naninl b r y  with its enphvis on rational 

recreaÉotl, natural theo10gy7 COmill?ticism, rport+unting, and s c i d c  traditions. As British 

iiPaurt history anerged as a cuiavrl phenornerion with the "dUcovery'' of Ln& new to Europe, 

the aerivity ôecame a hPbiaubk acrivity for aiidocntic gentlemen and ladies who coIIected 

natuml CUrjosdies. By the nineteench-cenhiry, the advity fibreci down to the middle-class who 

adopted it as a definhg fWm of British middlo~class Society. The i n c r e g  papuLnty of 

natmi history thereton n a  d y  a&aed the Britisù at home, but also the pprrrimes of British 

milduy Mcers, the tnvel paüerns ofwsahhy a d  middleslus tairia? md the remaiional 

adivieies of BlilLb immi(grntr in d e m  ûntarÎo fmm 1791-1886. 

The B r u  tradition also mcluded concepts of Britun's mk ia world Onwr, and many 

of the aaivity's pracîices and ideas about birds reinscrii die ideology of empire in h e m  

Ontario. As mrornipl observers, a n u m k  of Bnrirh miliruy ofncas and d e n  c m t d  

aviîàuna iists and bird coilec<icos wbile st;itjaied m Uppa Canada. imperid bidwatûtrn 

informeâ the mtrqoLiPn ceatm (BnaP) ancl c m t r i i  tothe growing Imowlalge dthe 

coiaiy by Eystânstiaily docummting the bink they coifeaad, publishing their walo, aaâ 



~ciding specimms back to Briinia during theù leisure tune. Rfbn thra beiug mere innoant 

observen of nature v e d  in Liimaam nomenchtue; these bidwatchers actively promotd 

British imperirlism through direzt militsry occupation, the promdou of colanitaion, aud their 

Bridrhderived imperial recreaticmal advties. 

As a growing nahirpl history mdmtry emerged in southem ûutario, colisOing birds for 

souvenirs or scientific specimens b m e  a colonial athu "in whicb knowledge ofthe living and 

dead bodies" of birb "was part of the systems of unsqual e d m g e  of extractive coloni.ijsan," 

and ecological impetialism." BUdr were therefore cornmodifieci as part ofthe western cap& 

s w m  that apprqriated living behgs for humcial gain, especiaily as part d a  develipmg 

tourism in- in d e r n  Chtario. Canadian wildemess &ed noveky and challeaga for 

tourist-natmah âesiring a change h m  Brium aud the Eumpem Grmd Tour. 

Imperia1 identdies were also shaped in southern Oirtario as British tairists, military . 

&cers, and coioniar assencd their aanic and c k  superiority thmugb r d d  

biidwrtching. Yet, wi(bout the help of aborigaiai peoples of Canada, imperiai birdwatchers cauiâ 

na have collecteci and described the birds of southem Oasano as they relied on their naairal 

hiowledge and hunting pracrices. lhe abriginal papuJatioa therefbre exerted a mi p n s a m  in 

birdwatchets' rccreational spaa, aibi t  a nibse~ent me  m the bldw;3cchcn' tacts. As the 

majonty of participimm amiderd thernselves Brrhsh, colleclively they asmtd their superioe 

over aôorigmah, Americsms, non-Brhish immigrants, and lowewlass individu& who did na 

pursue the advxty within the Brilish a*unl history 

Duma J. Haraway, Amate Visions: Gender, &ce, a d  Nature in the Modem World of 

Science (New York: Roidedge, 1989), p. 19 

5s bkt G. Moyles, " 'lmprowd by Cuitivution ': Englsh-Camdlian Prose to 1914 

(Pderbomgh, w o :  Broîdview Ras, 1994). p. 10 



Br- e$inocedsrn extendecl to bini species as well os to huinm b ' ~ a s " .  Many 

Cana- bird species were cbPnQaized as f i r i o r  to those h m  Britaiu or ncialized with 

xenophobic sentiments. 'Wew World" bu& could n a  sin& iackd social maiiners, aad were 

aesthetidy deficient. The bouse rpvrow was n M  wdh aidi-immigrant dtiludsJ as 

hostiùty towards noii-Bxitkh immigration increased. In d a n  W o ,  the pressure a defïue 

imperial i d d e s  became acide as Bnerh coloniiu and travellers rtrove to define themselva m 

place where they had no traditions or history during the nineteemhcenairy. 

Recreatiaial budwatchers' d positiaa as BRO&, upper-and rniddlcciass men and 

women, therefore shapeû and comtmbed the types of activities they pursued, which in twn 

duenced gendered i d d e s  and ideas about bink. As upper- and middleclw Victorian 

sociay adcpted the " d d e  of s e p u a e  spheres" as bah ideology and praaia. men rœmed the 

woodr wnh p in hand, a skiileâ eye, and cornpetitive outlwk; while they pursud the actiwty as 

~portsmen-iishuolias, bird collectors, and dermisis .  Some male bmhüchers i d d e d  w i d ~  

bink tha reflecteâ muailiae traits such as agies7 hawks, and d e r  prad;stors that mkd the 

sublime. Women, oii the d e r  hmd, tsaded to fbcus a the privafe and domeaic sphere as they 

o b K m d  birb h m  the @en, pamted md describeci them m paper, and aestheticized and 

asserted their moral superiority. 

However, as overseas mvel and opaual history k t  themselves to n e g m  disarune 

and gender roles, men &O engaged m 'hm-threatening" or " n a n ~ v e "  aaivihes 

deemed % d e ' '  such as iiiutratimï, n h g  box mrinraumce, and appreciatioa of the beautifid, 

spirirwl and aestbctic in birds? Saae upper- and midcüezlors womeq tao, i d d e d  with 

's 81 FowIer, The Embroidered Tent: Fiw genthomen in Fmly Cima& floronîo: House 

of Anansi Rat, 1982 ); Jeanne Kay Guelke and Kam Morin, "Gender, nahue, empire: women 

iuhuriiQc m nineteeuth- British travei Iknmrr," pape hthcomhg ia Tmnsacti~l~~ of 

the Imtitute of British Geographeors (2001) 



masculine npreseiaasiom ofwildlLfe such as @es and mis; they sensecl the me ,  tem, and 

mblunty in wildmess. 'Tbese findmgs dienfore caatradict Oould's presenîation of Burke's 

ferninine and masculine aesthetics, as brtb rnidde- and upperziass men and women obsewed the 

subiime and beautifui in budr whde m soiidiem ~ m u i o . ' ~ '  As Gueke and Morin smted, 

')erhaps it is best to inte~ret theù gendered knowledges as in a s ~ m  o f n e g d a t i ~ n . " ~ ~  

Yet, middle- and upperzlass womeu in h e m  OmPno ctmtinud to be festricted fiom 

the profèssioaal and public sphere of liarwal history, which margmaiizeâ them to "poiite" 

nan~aiist acrivities. LocoPlon (wildmiesr -er) and d ciass aUowed fm women to engage 

in d e  practices su& as taxidanny a ~ d  the rportsman tradhion, as upper- and middiuiass 

Society deemed these activiiies inappropriate for **fcspccbblen ladies. W e  womem developd 

ideas aba* birds brwd iess upoa biological factors thn on rocially defined practiœs. Men were 

tberdore at the forefront ofcrgtiag impenai masculine i d d e s  as they mgaged in scientific 

and doorsman &mu ofecologial iii3periaiism. However, women aiso COlltributed indirectiy, 

as they supportai the p w h g  iutunl bistory tracie fbr their owii practices of painting, nminl 

cunosity coiiecZiolls, and dscoratioiis. 

- - -- - - 

" Stepha~ J Gould, T h e  invisiile wonun," m T.B. Gates and A.B. Shteir (e&) Narural 

Eloquence: Wonion Reinscribe Saence (Maâiscm, University of W m  Press, 1997). pp. 27- 

42 

J m e  Kay Gueke and Karen Mo* "Chder, natue, empire: woaten n a t w a k ~  m 

nindœd- BntiPh tmnl Iherahire," papr fii#thcomhg in T'actions of ilic I i t e  of 

Brirish Geographers (2001). p. 32 



(trawl narratives, duries, newspaper colmns, and iuaull bistory petiodicals), and impublllhed 

muiuscripts. Al1 of these sources foau primady cm milasry &cers, tourists, and settlers who 

obsewed, collected, or took an interest in southeni Omano's aviiàuna. As many ofthese sources 

foeuJ ai d e r  tcipics, 1 rely mort f k q u d y  on publirhed birdwatdiing texh su& as ni3ûuai 

history and tram1 narratives from the nllietteLlth«otnry. 

'Ibe Canadian htitute fôr Historid Microreproduaions (CiEM) database is actmnely 

usehl in okaining old budwstcben' tex& nich as the aims and objectives of naturiil bsbry 

sccieries, museums, mechanics innitideJ, exhibitions, and papen cm birds." 7be MiviaNa 

&tabase with the N a t i d  Archives of Cana& is alro very helpnil in nOdiag unpubhshed sources 

m Ontario birds and birdwatchers. Mivianet is an aidomated research tool tbat dows 

researchers to access a vast amouut of informaficm fiom Mnous databases and automatad systems 

ereored by the National Archives of~anada?' 

As 1 was able to mcover d y  in Ornano archives lunied sources m Bntish mi- 

&cers engaged in Tecteaticmal bdwatchhg, it is possible tbt the Liîerary a d  Historiai 

Soaety of Queûec and Biarub collediau contain unaplond sources cm bUds wnaai bythese 

&cers wbo were statiaoed in s d e m  Oiiruio. At bidwatching was a popuiar leisure interest 

ammg milaary gankm, mroy &cers daciibeâ birds in pasoasl letten, mahiabcd qmrtsmm 

joumals, or m specimcn, bock to family memkn and W prainlias. 

Current Ismes ami Future Reseurch Questions 

This shdy contributes to the angomg mwanh on the historiai deve1apments of outdoor 

fe~~eation and tourism in Ontario, and provides insight nbo current issues in the birdwdching or 

'37 Camhn h i t u t e  f01 HiSlOrial MicromptOductians, hm://-.nlc-bnc.dcihm/, (5 Juue 

200 1) 

N a t i d  Archives of Canada, http://www.arcbives.a/, (5 June 2001) 



"avitourism" industry as r#;reatid bhhwaîchers travel the world in search of rare birds and 

authentic eqeriences. JUS as eariy fecfestioaal bidwatchers repmenteù wiidemess areas as 

authemic destinacion areas, so do ainad birdwatcbers when npreseating distant h d s  in ssuch 

of rare birds. In a mdy on avaauirm in Texas, "traveiing birden (avitairizcs) invest s i ~ c a s t  

resources (tiw and mmey) in their visits to regions d e n  they can becorne immersed in a new 

culture, historical tradition, and aaunl history. Avdauirtr are experientbl cairiar, mvelers for 

d o m  authailiciry is a critically important hctor in judgiiig the value d a  tripwm Ye& ruch 

comments wouid equaîiy apply to ûntario bidwatchers ofthe nineteenth-centuy, suggestiag a 

conthuity of arpenence brrod ai laig a n t d .  Essdal to the authentic twrUt aperience 

bah today md in the put hawe hem representatiolls of piimdive people and primeml krests, as 

twrins long for a miipler Life m cornparisai to their hectic lifè s ~ 4 e s . ~  ibese construcbons 

''- the myths ofeitûer &wigek or noble samges niterathg c o l d  power re~tiaas.'~~' 

How 'Western" midde- and upper-clss tarrisLs npresent remdonal bùdwitching dednatioii 

amis, bascd 0x1 historical precedents, desemes nuther mvestigaticm; especpccully m tcrmr of h m  

bdwatchers mxmstruct the "ather" to suit theu nads and prscanceptiaas. 

- -  -- - --  . 

j3' Fer- inc, "Avhrkrn m Texas: two studies of birden in Texas and their patenrirl support 

for the proposed Worid Birdiag Centre," Rcpared for Texas Parks and Wddlité Dqartment, 

October 12, 1999, www.fermaainc.com/eco avitourimi.hmil (May 10,200 1 ) 

sa Dean MacCamieli, "Stageci authenticity," Amencm J'd of Socrology 79.3 (1976), pp. 

589603; Jaha Uny, ïho Tacrisr Guze: Leisiire and Tmvol in Contemprary h e t i e s  (Ladon: 

Sage, 1990). pp. 8-9; John Uny. Co11~t(mng Places (New Yd: Raitledge, 1995)' pp. 173-192 

"' Gordaa WUq ''Naturaljziag the 'primitive': a airique of mukcring AustraWs indigaiou 

peqlcr as 'himtcrs-gathed," TotulSrn Geogrophies 1.2 (May, 1999). p. 141 



niir rady also provides Mgbt mto grawing lherature cm gendered participation in 

outdoor recreational activitiesW As nineteenth-cenhiry ncreaticmal bi rha îcbg  was aiformed 

by the sportsrnan and woodsman tnditicms, naMos of masculiciily stnmgiy infiuenced the 

aaivity's pradices. Wah p and pamt brusb m band dirough the wildemess, many British 

middlcckss men aaemp<cd to imitPa inmpid birdmen such as John James Audukm and 

Alexander Whou. Masculine i d d e s  continue CO k negdimsd through mreatiaral 

birdwatching as bmoculan and telescapes, which equip the 'fwell-amed buder", have rcplced 

the p in aimnr birdwachmg praai~es.~ 

RecreaiCjcml b i r d d i n g  today iiicludes many ahet pnctices wirh older linmges thrt 

n e d  to k criticaily anaiyzed, such as the use ofph~ognpby once binhwa(dimg evolveâ away 

h m  collecting bird specimcms. As S m  statd, ''g~ms have metamorphosal h o  cameras in 

this -est cornedy, the ecology because nature bas ceased to k what it M always beni 

- wtia people needed pratection hm. Now naaire - tamed, eudangered, moral - nads ta be 

pn#ec&d h m  people. When we are afiaiâ, we shoot. But whai we are n d g i c ,  we Pke 

p i a ~ n r . " ~  Moreoveq Tw 'the rportsmeii îwassed by semimemalists, the camera offered a 

perfbct compromise b e e n  the mrcculme joys of field sports and the moral values of wildlife. 

~ancy B. Bouchiet and Ken C d s b u &  " ' S p o n m ~  and Pahimtm': enviroamw 

conservation, and class in the Wery of Hamihm Hsrbau, 1858-1914," Spn Hlotory RMew 28 

(1997). pp. 1-18; Kevin B. Wamdey, 'The public importance of men and the importance of 

public men: rpon and mascuWies in nindeeath- Canada," m P. White and K. Yamg 

(eds.) S '  md Gender in Cana& (New York: CMbrd ünivcrsity Ress, 1999). pp. 24-39; Greg 

GiUespie, "Sport and 'mascuiiabies' m eariyain&+mtury Ontario: the Briruh îravellen' 

image," Ontuno History XM. 2 (Auhum, 2000). pp. 1 14-1 99 

~3 Eirilr AT. Blom, '"The weîl-ormcd birder," Birhvatcher f hgest  (MyOune, 2000). pp. 71-75 

3U Susau Sontag, On Photogrqhy (New Y&: FMU, Straus and Gimuq 1977), p. 15 



required ûramrr, -y's bird photognpher boPJLI expert s t a h g  and technical howledge in 

Cumnt research suggests ttut "twhcbers", or more aàvanced and compaitive birders, 

ako tend to be middlezlass men." A number of competitidas bave been organized ta the more 

compaitive birdwatcber rudi as "Big Days", a compaitioii whereby teams of bkdwatd~ers 

compm a g a k t  CoCh d e r  to try id- the most amcnuxt bird species in me dry. "On a Big 

Day," birdwatcher Ken Kadmm qiained: 

'the peacefûi and relarring up&u of bird wachmg are rcpiaccd by the 
pressure a d  stress of -id-fie birding.. . Ewry stop is pLnwd fbr a s p d ï c  
'target budc', and every rtop has a time M. Evai the most commoo and 
' e a q  birâs' cpn k Iaimningiy bPrd to laate den  y a ' n  un* p m w e  to 
loate them wicbm, say, fau minutes.. . die addictioa K hard to beat.* 

C a &  has irr own version &the 'mg Day7' wxth the Taverner Cup, nameâ a b  CanamPn 

omiihologisr Percy A. T a ~ e m e r . ~  The Great Texas Birdmg Ciassic is moâeleû after the Worid 

Series of Birding in New Jersey, a major birding cornpetition. ALhaigh women do pyticipate in 

Peter S a  Buck to Nature: the ArcadanMyth in Urbon America (Ncw York: Mord 

University, 1969)' p. 148 

544 RH. Wauer, 'The average b d e r  is na a M e  old iady in tumis Boes," Birrang 12 (1980), 

pp. 138-145; Stepha R K e m  r)irdwrtdiiog in Amencan EOCiety," Leisure Scfonces 7 ((3, pp. 

343 - 360; Lynn Wri* YBirckrs ad twitchen: towub deveIq+mg typologies, b a d  an 

nsearth into bird watchers and b i t  rctivdies, wiih puticuiar rcfir~ce to the Nortb NorEoik 

cu&'itl David M i e  (ed.) Tourism a d  Leisttre: Tawatds the Mrllennium 1 (U.K.: MA.,  1995), 

pp. 211 - 239 
s47 Kea &ahan, "Big Dayr anmymous7" Birthvutcher 's Dgest 20,s (June, l998), pp. 19-24 

Taverner Cup, '2001 Tavanet Cup," hrrir:/hvww.webaat.coniriavernerItcfact.htm (1 1 Jme, 

200 1) 



tbese compeîitions, men predominarul the aaivity." Recreatid b k h ! c h g  has thdore 

maimaincd the sportsmaniike tradition nsorty intact hm the nineteeuth-cenûuy, despite techmcai 

md 0rgPunaiaDa changes. 

RecreaLiaial birdwa5diing is a&o a bigbly cansumptive aetivity as birdwatcbers coanime 

phatographs, field guides, bud Wers, and travel. E w  the keepmg of a lile list "awnims to a 

fôrm of coiiruniptive use, smce a species can be added to the birdwatdier's lia d y  oace in a 

M i e ,  anà, once added, is nat longer a d a b l e  to the recreatjcmist.'" 

Wben budwatçbing became Las d a  blood sport, how did the changing practices aad 

wome's paRicipaticm in the advity? Birdwachmg s t e m e s  colour populi bir<ling guides 

describe the activky as an "efIinUnase sport" and the 'aair-neüeci spiuster in woolens and 

sensible shoes who probrbly talks to ber plants a ai@ rnd mbsists on ~ e . ' ' s "  ibese 

statexnents bigblight the ways d d  birhivatchmg creates gendered ideibiiies h g h  . 

recfeational omrthological discourse. 

Recreational budwatchers today continue to cornibute to Kience througb adVities Wre 

the Auduboa Society Chriamas Binl Counts. Many local d d  bidwtchers p h d e  

obsenntiaiu for the -rio Breeâiug Bird Adas, d i c h  maps ail ofthe bnadmg b u 6  in the 

" D. Sccq SM. Baker, and C. Knn, "Maiurtions and cornmotmemr ammg participants m the 

Great Texas Bùdiiig Ciassic," Human Dimenstons of WiIdZlife 4,1(1999), pp. 50-67 

'" I- E. Applegate and K.E. C m  "SatWaion levels of bird -ers: an obsenistim ai 

eoasuniptive and nm-cxmm@ve coatiuuum," Leisure Sciences 9,2 (1 987), p. 130 

551 Chris Leahy, n e  Birhvotcher 's Compmnon (New York: Hitl and Wang, 1982). p. 96; Lise 

Anglin, Bi& Errta~rdi~re:  n>p hfi andkgacy of James L milie flonxto: Tomxto 

ûmhhdogical Club and Long Pomt Obsemtory, 1992). p. 23 



province.'R The "ComeU University Lab ofornithotogy" bu aiso organized several progams 

fbr recreational budwatchen to coatribute to science. "AU across North Arnerica, thousands of 

p q l e  of all ages and backgroullds are participating in the Corne11 Lab of Omithology's bird 

projea. Fmn badryprds and cw streets to rrmde fi,res&s, these p q k  rrpment the world's 

largest reseaxh team. We dl them citizen s~ientists.'*~~ lhis blend of rec~wticm a d  science 

e q d y  has deep c u h l  r m .  

Historical birdwatching sources can rlso ccmtmiiute to science. As d a n a l  

birdwatchen of my midy period were a h  noaurliar, nuiy ofthe wuncs coonibd cai ptOvide 

rich inforniatiaa on bistoncal 8~010gicai mmutwtiau as birdwatchers ofkt commcintcd on the 

region's flora and fam and specia' ranges, as well as w a e r  and ge~logicaî umditio~ls. Ia 

partiarlor, the manuscrips of Cbaries Fàhergiil, the jaunris of WilLm Pope and Med 

Domett, and the works of Catharine Pur Traili provide valuable rauca of- hiztory in 

southem @rio during die nheenth-centu.ry. Thae au, indiata ' ~ c h m u k "  ~ ~ ~ d i î i o n s  Tor 

stwiies ofacological change. 

Ideas about wildlifé tday oominue to b repmmîd with moral and d-iramigrant 

seutimemts. For carmple, the browa-beadd cowbitd ccmthues to remam 'Worth Americo's mort 

hateà bud."% The Eumpean stariing has npM the baise spimuw as tbe m m  uapapuiar 

'ha-arrive species" as it takes over native roogbirds' nestiug des.  A numba of mtroduced 

inseus have recentiy been endowed wiih tem such as "alid' and "immigrpit" ~billlldaths. 

5s2 h d r a  b e y ,  "The peqle who eamg" Skasons (Wbter, 2000), pp. 28-29; Mike Cadmmi, 

' 'Ming aU birders," Semons ( U r i ,  2000), pp. 30-35 

' ~ 3  ComeU Lab of Omithology, "Citizen Scieace," hp~~.birds.eome!l.edu/chsci/ (1 1 June 

2001) 

' ~ 4  Radme1 W h ,  "Brown-beaàed d i n l :  Nach America's mort hami bud," &rrikatcchrr's 

Digest (MayiJune, 1999). pp. 5662 



Titles such as "alien invasicms" m ' ' ~ o 7 s  ever-changing bugscape.. . the üst of immigrant 

bugs gdr longer veiy dry" colair the pages of papuiar oaairPLln magazines m 
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