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Introduction 

It is almost one hundred years since the outbreak of the 

South Af rican War of 1899-1902 . Over seven thousand Canadians 
from across the country volunteered to serve in that conflict. 

A s  Canada's first overseas rnilitary campaign, the war occupied 

a central place in Canadian life up to 1914. The war, as one 

historian has noted, affected politics, trade, transportation, 

industry, fashion, literature and music.' Several books, 

personal memoirs and journal and magazine articles were written 

about Canada's role in the imperial conflict. Not Surprisingly, 

these writings included two history books that outlined Canada's 

participation: T.G. Marquis's C a n d a ' s  Sons on K o ~ i e  and Veldt 

(1900) and W. Sanford Evans's The Canadhn C o n t i n ~ n t s  and 

~eri- (1901). 

Despite the initial interest that aurrounded the war, 

Canadian hietorians have largely overlooked their country's 

military participation in South Africa. In his 1937 "Survey of 

the Literature o n  Canada's Participation in the South African 

War", W.B. Kerr acknowledged that "there is no official history 

and no satiafactory general account for the public".' There are 

several reasona for this neglect. First, during the interwar 

period Canadian historians turned their attention away from the 

imperial connection and imperial affaire and focused on the 

"North Americanneas" of Canada.] Second, liberal nationalist 

hiatorians, who were intereated in charting Canada's evolution 

from colony to nation, interpreted the Boer War as a setback for 

Canadian autonorny and unity. They saw it as a shameful, diviaive 

event forced on Canada by imperial conspirators.' Such a 

perspective waa not likely to inspire an interest in Canada's 

military contribution to the war. Third, Canadian historians 

began to emphasize economic interpretations of history and 

downplayed the importance of military eventa.' Moreover, t h e  

moral revulaion againat the carnage of the First World War 

produced a spirit of anti militarism that decreaaed the 

popularity of military hiatory in general.' 

The 1945-75 period brought little improvement for those 



interested in Canada's military contribution to the Boer w a r .  In 

the late 1940s and 1950s Canadian historians emphaaized 

political history, especially political biography.' In the 1960s 

and 1970s they shifted their focua to social hiatory and 

concentrated on such issues as regionalism, class, gender and 

ethnicity, Although military history became more popular in the 

post 1945 period, thanks largely to the Historical Section - 
later Directorate of History - at the Department of National 
Defence, no Canadian military hiatorian focused on the South 

African War. Desmond Morton's biography of General Sir William 

Otter ( 1 9 7 4 )  provided a partial remedy to the scarcity of 

literature on the subject, A s  Commanding Officer of the first 

Canadian contingent in South Africa, Otter's biography offered 

valuable insight into Canada'a military experience.' As late as 

1977, however, J.L. Granatstein and P. Stevena reiterated that 

"there is no modern military history of the Boer War and the 

Canadian role in itn.' 

Only in the last twenty years have Canadian historians 

atarted to address thia gap in the historiography. Carman 

Miller's reaearch, beginning with his 1975 socio-economic 

analysis of the Boer war contingents and culminating in his 1993 

book the MaP Red, haa asaimilated a maasive amount of 
documentation and ha8 inspired othere, including myaelf, to 

pursue this subject . 1 8  Miller's work, while very thorough, has 

by no meana exhausted the subject of Canadian military 

participation in South Africa. Rather, it offers an excellent 

starting point for further investigation, debate and even more 

detailed analyais. 

One of the caaualtiea of the prolonged lack of intereat in 

Canada'e South African War experience has been the Royal 

Canadian Artillery. Most of the early writing and later reaearch 

that has been done focuses on the Royal Canadian Regiment of 

Infantry and the variouri Canadian mounted units." In 1996, the 

125th anniversary year of the R.C.A. ,  there is still no detailed 

study dedicated exclusively to the participation of Canada's 

gunners in the Boer War. This is al1 the more surprising since 



the artillery was widely considered at the tirne to be the best 

trained and most efficient arm of the Canadian military. 

The purpose  of this thesis is to describe and assess the 

contributions and experiences of D Battery, Royal Canadian Field 

Artillery, in the South African War. It will examine why the 

gunners volunteered, how they lived and fought, how they got 

along with each other and with their imperial counterparts, what 

t h e y  achieved and whether or not their experiences lived up to 

their expectations. It shall be argued that while they shared 

similar experiences, the gunners, like al1 individuals, reactec. 

to these experiences in idiosyncratic ways. The thesis will 

concentrate on D Battery for a few reasona. First, constraints 

of space make it necessary to lirnit the examination to one of 

the three Canadian artillery units. Second, the availability of 

source materials makes D Battery the most logical choice. Third, 

t h e  battery is in some ways representative of the larger 

Canadian artillery experience in the Boer War. For example, it, 

like the Canadian brigade division of field artillery, spent 

most of its time split apart and attached to British formations. 

It also experienced a broad range of activity, frorn the 

monotonous line of communication duty to intense combat actions. 

A study of D Battery can therefore provide insight into the 

various roles of the Canadian artillery in South Africa in 

general . 
Although the thesis will make use of both the traditional 

and most recent secondary literature, it is based largely on 

primary sources. Theae include newspaper reports, officia1 unit 

diaries and reports, personal memoirs, and private diaries and 

letters. The thesis will attempt to demonstrate that whiie al1 

of these sources are valuable tools for reconstructing the 

soldiers' experiences and attitudes, aome of them are more 

useful than others. In fact, it is possible to suggest, an 

informal hierarchy of primary sources. The most basic source, 

the newspaper correspondents' reports, provide valuable 

information about troop movementa and activities, weather 

conditions and the local surroundings. The correspondents' 



reports, however, have some limitations. They can only really 

tell us about dhat the journalists saw and thought. The 

information in the reports was limited by the location and 

movement of the reporters. The fact that the correspondents went 

home after the fa11 of Pretoria in June 1900, before D Battery 

had s e e n  any combat action, c l e a r l y  illustrates this problem. 

Their reporta were also written for a particular audience and 

with the intention of sel 1 ing newspapers. Some correspondents 

had a tendency therefore to exaggerate, and in a few cases 

fabricate, news storie~.'~ The journalists' reports cannot give 

a completely accurate indication of the soldiers' thoughts and 

feelings either. Even if they had bothered to aak the soldiers 

how they felt, there is evidence to suggest that some soldiers 

would not have shared their true feelings for fear of 

reprimand. '' 
Written by the officers on the spot, the officia1 unit 

diariea and reports are a more reliable source of information 

for troop movements and activities. These reports, however, Vary 

widely in quality and detail. Some are very extensive; others 

give very little information. It must be remembered that these 

reports were also written for a particular audience - the 

military authorities in Ottawa, It is not unreasonable to assume 

that they might limit any mention of embarrassing information 

such as discipline problems or poor military performance. The 

officia1 diaries and reports also give little inaiyht into the 

thoughts and feelings of ordinary soldiera. 

The moat accurate information about the gunners' 

experiences ia to be found in their own writings. Peraonal 

memoirs, while valuable for their individual perspective, often 

su£ fer f rom inaccuracies due to the passage of time. The beat 

primary aourcea are the soldiers' persona1 letters and diaries. 

Written on the spot and usually intended for their loved ones, 

the letters and diaries provide the most honest and reliable 

source of information about troop movernents, activities, 

thoughts and attitudes. Even these sources have some 

limitations, however. Some of the letters were published in 



local newspapers back home and were either edited for content, 

or, in the case of those intended for publication, avoided 

expressing strongly negative feelings. Nevertheless, the 

soldiers' letters, some of which contained explicit "not for 

publication" sections, and their private diaries are the best 

sources available to the historian interested in an accurate 

reconstruction of the pst. This is not to say that the other 

naterials should be cornpletely overlooked, but simply that they 

should be weighed carefully beaide the soldiers' own words. 

The first chapter of the thesis will outline the background 

of the conflict in South Africa, describe the organization of 

the Canadian military in 1899, and examine the Canadian 

government's efforts to include the artillery in its military 

contribution. The second chapter will examine the recruitrnent, 

organization and dispatch of D Battery. Chapters three and four 

will follow the battery through the war. The final chapter will 

provide an assessrnent of its experiences, contributions and 

achievernents. 
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Chapter One 

The Background 

The South African War of 1899-1902 marked the culmination 

of decades of conf lict and tension between Great Britain and the 

Dutch Afrikaners known as "Boers". The Dutch, led by the Dutch 

East India Company, settled at the Cape of Good Hope in 1652. 

The settlement grew steadily, supplemented by Dutch, German and 

a small number of French Hugenot immigrants in the seventeenth 

and early eighteenth centuries, and numbered 15,000 inhabitants 

by 1795. The frontiers of the white settlement expanded quite 

rapidly and by the late eighteenth century extended 

approximately 650 kilometers northeast of Cape Town.' 

The British, determined to protect the sea passage to the 

East and to prevent Napoleonic France £rom seizing a foothold on 

the African sub-continent, sent a naval and military force to 

capture the Cape in September 1795. The British held the 

strategically located colony until the Treaty of Amiens (1802) 

transferred the Cape to the Batavian Republic - the  Dutch 

government organized by the French after the conquest of the 

Netherlands. This arrangement did not last very long. In 1806, 

following the resumption of hostilities with France, the British 

sent another force to seize the Cape f rom Napoleon's allies. The 

British held the colony until the end of the war and secured 

permanent title to it as part of the 1815 peace settlement. 

During these years the British introduced certain reforms 

in the colony. Although these reforms were quite mild, they 

upset the Afrikaners and exacerbated British-Boer relations. 

British efforts to enforce the minimal legal rights of servants, 

for example, led to the Slachter's Nek Rebellion in 1815, in 

which forty-seven Boer rebels were arrested and £ive rebel 

leaders were hangedOz The arriva1 of 5000 British settlers in 

1820 further complicated British-Boer relations. Unlike earlier 

immigrants, the British settlers were not asaimilated into the 

Afrikaner comrnunity. In fact they campaigned for British 

liberties and institutions, and within a few yeara they had 

secured the freedom of the press and English rules of legal 
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procedure and evidence, including the jury syatem. English was 

made the officia1 language of the courts and British teachers 

were imported to teach English in the schools. These 

developments af f ected social and economic relations in the 

colony and caused some friction between the Afrikaner population 

and the British settlers. 

Although the Boera were disturbed by these measures, it was 

the British Emanicipation Act of 1834 that angered them more 

than anything else. Many Boers were unwilling to accept such 

liberal and enlightened notions of equality. Perceiving the 

abolition of slavery as a threat to their way of life, over 5000 

Boers packed up their belongings and treked into the interior to 

escape "British interference", Between 1835 and 1843 a total of 

over 12,000 Afrikaners left the Cape Co1onym1 T h e s e  

"Voortrekers" went t o  three different areas. One group went 

north to the veldt land between the Orange and Vaal R i v e r s .  A 

second group moved south of the Tugela River in Natal, where 

they had several bloody clashes with the natives. When the 

Britiah annexed Natal in 1843, however, these Boers joined some 

other trekers and settled in the region north of the Vaal River. 

The British had treaty agreements with some of the native 

groupa north of the Orange River. The arriva1 of the Boers in 

this area resulted in conflicts with the native groupa. To 

pacify the region, General Sir Harry Smith, Governor of Cape 

Colony and British High Cornmissioner in South Africa, annexed 

the territory between the Orange and Vaal Rivera as the Orange 

River Sovereignty in 1848. The Boers, led by A.W. Pretorius, 

took up arma and tried to prevent the annexation, but were 

defeated by British troops at Boornplatz in August 1848.' 

During the mid-nineteenth century the political climate in 

Britain underwent some important changea. T h e  push for free 

trade, lower taxes and lesa government apending led the British 

government to decrease its imperial conunitmenta and 

expenditures. Accordingly, in 1852 the British government 

recognized the independence of the Boers north of the Vaal 

River. T h e  Sand River Convention gave t h e  Tranavaalers the 
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right to manage their own affairs. In 1854 the Bloemfontein 

Convention granted independence to the Orange Free State, the 

territory between the Orange and Vaal Rivers. Since the British 

controlled the coa~tal regions of South Africa (Cape Colony and 

Natal) and aince the Boer republica were militarily weaker than 

and economically dependent upon the British territories, the 

British government could make these changea without jeopardizing 

the vital aea route to the East. 

After a brief period of adjustment, the Orange Free State, 

under the capable leadership of Johannes H. Brand, emerged as a 

stable political entity. The Transvaal was not so fortunate. 

Economically backward, deep in debt, and lacking the political 

leadership of her sister republic, the Transvaal fell into a 

chaotic condition. When in 1876 the Tranvaalers were militarily 

defeated by a force of natives and were left vulnerable to a 

large scale Zulu attack, the Boers had to seek British 

assistance. With a renewed interest in imperial affairs, the 

British annexed the republic in April 1877. Many of the 

Transvaal Boers resented the annexation, but at the time they 

had little choice. 

The annexation did not last long. Following the Zulu War of 

1879-80, which revealed the weakneas of British arms and 

eliminated the Zulu threat, the Boers seized the opportunity to 

reclaim their independence . Paul Kruger, Piet Joubert and M. W. 
Pretorius led a Boer rebellion in 1880-81. This first Anglo-Boer 

War laated only a few months and ended with the stunning British 

defeat at Majuba Hill. In August 1881 the Gladstone ministry 

signed the Pretoria Convention. It granted the Transvaal 

"complete self government subject to the suzerainty of Her 

Majesty". Although Britain maintained control over the 

Transvaal's foreign relations, the right to veto legierlation 

affecting natives and the right to move troops through the 

Transvaal, the convention represented a clear setback for 

British imperial aima and a defeat for British arms. In 1884, 

one year after Paul Kruger was elected President of the 

Transvaal, the London Convention underlined the British defeat. 
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It made no mention of suzerainty - though the British later 

claimed it still applied -and removed both the right to veto 

legialation affecting the natives and the right to march troops 

through the Transvaal .' Resentful of their military de£ eat and 
the subsequent concessions made to the South African Republic, 

as the Transvaal was now known, many Britons remained eager for 

an opportunity to equal the score. 

Theae early British-Boer conflicta established a tradition 

of animosity and distrust between the two sides which shaped 

their relations up to 1899. The discovery of gold on the 

Witwatersrand in 1886 revolutionized the South African economy 

and exacerbated these relations. The gold rush brought a large 

influx of rnostly British immigrants to the Transvaal. The 

arriva1 of the "Uitlanderst', as they were called, changed the 

composition of the population and increased social and economic 

tensions in the republic. The Uitlanders accumulated many 

grievances. In order to prevent thern £rom exerting any political 

clout, the Kruger government pasaed prohibitive franchise laws 

which denied them the right to vote for fourteen years. Upset by 

this measure, the Uitlanders formed political associations such 

as the National Union to voice their protest. This caused 

further tension between the Boer government and the British 

settlers . 
More importantly, however, the rapid economic development 

of the Transvaal brought geo-political and strategic 

destabilization to the region. The Rand goldfields greatly 

enhanced the power of the Transvaal and seemed to sorne 

apprehensive Britons to threaten British supremacy in South 

Africa. British supremacy was deemed important for two reasons. 

First, to promote a South African federation under British 

auspices. The rapidly developing wealth and power of the 

Transvaal made it both desireable and neceesary, the British 

believed, to include it in these plans. Such a federation was 

seen as an essential step towards a more closely united empire. 

By the 1890s an increasing nurnber of British statesmen believed 

that imperial unity was the key to Britain's future power. 
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Second, the British wished to preserve imperial security. 

Despite the construction of the Suez canal, many British leaders 

still pointed to South Africa as the cornerstone of the empire 

and the essential sea route to the East. British supremacy in 

South Africa was necessary to guarantee this sea route.' 

The rapidly increasing wealth and power of the Transvaal 

jeopardized both of these objectives. The gold rush eliminated 

the Transvaal's dependence on the British colonies and the 

Kruger regime had no desire to move closer to them. In fact the 

British feared that he would try to maximize the Transvaal's 

power, dominate the British territories, and form a Transvaal 

led South African federation outside of the empire.' Such an 

independent South African Union would not anly foi1 attempts to 

create a loyal British South African federation but would also 

compromise the security of the sea route to the East. Kruger's 

atternpts to expand the Transvaal and secure an independent 

railline to the Portugese coast, his efforts to cut off trade 

with the British colonies in the 1895 "Drifts" crisis, and his 

arrnament programme confirmed British fears. A militarily and 

econom3cally strong and hostile Transvaal posed a challenge to 

British suprernacy and imperial security. Kruger's attempts to 

receive European recognition and support, Germany and Bolland's 

open sympathy with the Transvaal, European irnperial activities 

in the vicinity and mounting foreign investment in the Transvaal 

underlined this concern and raised the threat of a Great Power 

rivalry in the region.' 

Cecil Rhodes, the Prime Minister of Cape Colony, was very 

concerned with the direction of events in South Africa. He 

dreamed of a loyal Cape-dominated British South African 

federation, which included the Transvaal, and of a Cape to Cairo 

Railway. In 1888, in an attempt to encircle the Transvaal with 

British territory and counterbalance the wealth of the Rand, 

Rhodes secured a charter for the British South Africa Company to 

develop the territory north of the Limpopo River. By 1895, 

however, the policy of encirclement had been defeated by the 

construction of the Delagoa Bay rail line to the Portugese port 
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of Lourenco Marques and the Rhodesian territory had failed to 

yield a "second  and".' Convinced that the Transvaal government 
was an obstacle to his designs and a threat to British supremacy 

in South Africa, Rhodes moved to overthrow the Kruger regime. 

Rhodes, with the knowledge of Joseph Chamberlain, the 

British Colonial Secretary,'' aimed to exploit Uitlander 

discontent for hia own purposee. Hia plans called for a 

Uitlander insurrection to be supported by a military force, led 

by his friend Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, which would enter the 

Transvaal £rom a recently acquired neighbouring strip of 

territory. Once the uprising had been started, the British High 

Commissioner would rush to Pretoria to restore order and annex 

the territory for the empire.'' In the end the Jameson Raid was 

an unmitigated disaster. Although the Uitlander uprising had 

been called off, Rhodes and Jameson, hoping to spark the 

insurrection, went ahead with their plan. A few days after 

Jameson and 600 men- less than half the number he had wanted- 

crossed into Transvaal territory on 29 December 1895, they were 

easily rounded up by the Boer authorities. 

The Jameaon Raid fiasco weakened the British position in 

South Africa and increased the possibility of a second Anglo- 

Boer war. Afrikaner opinion throughout South Africa rallied to 

Kruger. Rhodes had to reaign the premiership of Cape Colony. 

With any spirit of English-Dutch CO-operation destroyed, W.P. 

Schreiner and the Af rikaner Bond took office at Cape Town. In 

the Orange Free State Steyn's pro-Kruger party came to power and 

aigned a military alliance with the Transvaal. The Transvaal 

demanded the end of imperial controls over its foreign policy, 

dramatically increased ita armament progranune, and stepped up 

its search for international allies and diplomatic recognition. 

Kruger aimcd for complete independence." With his anglophobia 

apparently subataniated, Kruger easily defeated the moderate 

Boers in the 1898 elections. Britain's European rivals also 

sided with Kruger. The German Kaiser's telegram congratulating 

Kruger upon his success in defeating the Jameson raid and 

preserving the Transvaal's independence "without calling on the 
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aid of friendly powers" was only the clearest expression of 

European support for the South African Republic.'! The Germans 

and French, for example, continued to seek concessi~ns in the 

region and joined the Boers in an atternpt to keep  the Delagoa 

Bay railine and its port outside of British control." 

Aware of their weakened poeition, the British government 

sought a policy to preserve their supremacy on the African sub 

continent. Their imrnediate responee was to send a naval squadron 

to South Africa and a stiff diplornatic message to Germany 

protesting the Kaiser's telegram. The British Prime Minister, 

Lord Salisbury, and his cabinet decided to enforce strictly 

their convention agreements with the Transvaal, including the 

auzerainty clause." More importantly, however, Joseph 

Chamberlain and the Colonial Office adopted the issue of 

Uitlander grievances." This issue, Chamberlain believed, had 

many advantages, First, t allowed the British to blame the 

recent troubles in the Transvaal on Kruger's own policies. 

Second, the emphasis on Uitlander qrievances would give the 

British govetnment ample opportunity to intervene and assert its 

position in South Africa, clearly indicating that the British 

had no intention of abandoning their paramountcy . The issue also 
gave the British a chance to secure much needed allies- the 

Uitlanders. Finally, the Uitlanders grievances provided an 

excellent issue for Chamberlain's publicity campaign. Such an 

issue had the potential to gain support from both British 

imperialists and liberals alike." 

The first opportunity to use the Uitlander grievances issue 

to asaert Britain'a supremacy in South Africa arose in April 

1897, when Kruger's government passed an Aliens Expulsion law 

and an Immigration law aimed against the Uitlanders in the 

Transvaal. Arguing that the legislation violated the 1884 London 

Convention, Lord Salisbury's cabinet intervened to force its 

repeal, The British government sent a stiffly worded message, a 

naval squadron and military reinforcements to South Africa. In 

May Kruger's government withdrew the offending legislation." 

This incident is significant for a few reasons. First, it 
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demonstrates that Lord Salisbury and the cabinet, not only 

Joseph Chamberlain, believed in the need to protect British 

supremacy in South Africa and were willing to confront the Boers 

to do so. The episode persuaded the British, as did the 1895 

Drifts crisis, that Kruger's government would back down if faced 

with the threat of force, Conversely, it irritated the Boers and 

increased their distrust of Great Britain. 

Sir Alfred Milner, appointed Governor of Cape Colony and 

British High Commissioner in South Africa in May 1897, also used 

the Uitlander grievances to advance British interests, By early 

1898 Milner, a staunch imperialist, believed that if British 

supremacy were to be preserved against the growing power and 

intransigence of Kruger's regime, intervention would be 

necessary to force reforms upon the Tranavaal ." Responding to 
the increasing Uitlander discontent, Milner focused upon the 

franchise issue. The en£ ranchisement of the Uitlanders, hc 

believed, was the only way short of war to preserve Britain's 

paramount position. If they could gain the vote, Miiner 

reasoned, they couid tip the political balance of power in the 

Transvaal, elect a pro-British governrnent and promote closer 

ties with the British territories, leading to an eventual 

con£ ederation within the empire 2' In short, the Uitlander 

franchise would bring about a peaceiul interna1 takeover and 

pull the Transvaal into the Imperia1 sphere." Milner worked 

throughout late 1898 and 1899 to build support for the franchise 

issue. If the British government failed to press this issue, he 

warned, British South African loyalty would evaporateazZ 

Although the British government had not previously pressed 

the franchise issue, it was a powerful political weapon, and by 

1899 the government was open to Milner'a arguments. The British 

government firmly believed in maintaining British supremacy in 

South Africa. Al1 of their diplornatic initiatives and manoeuvres 

ha6 failed to draw the Transvaal into the imperial sphere. By 

early 1899 Lord Salisbury, Chamberlain and the cabinet were 

convinced that the Uitlander grievances were genuine, and that 

"the franchise promised the best means by which the various 
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In September the British decided to increase the pressure. 

They dispatched 10,000 troops to South Africa and prepared an 

ultimatum. The latter was never sent, for this time the Boers 

did not back down, Convinced that the British wete intent on 

conquering the Transvaal, and hoping to seize the initiative 

while it had the military advantage, Kruger's government 

delivered itei own ultimatum on 9 October 1899, It demanded that 

the British remove al1 their troops from the Republic's borders 

and recall those on their way to South Africa within two days." 

The British rejected the Ultimatum. On 11 October 1899 the South 

African War began. 

II 

Canadian military organization has undergone several 

changes since 1867. In 1899 the Department of Militia and 

Defence in Ottawa was the political and administrative head of 

the Canadian army. The Department, 1ed by the Minister of 

Militia and Defence, Dr. Frederick Borden, was divided into a 

military and a civil branch. The military branch, which was led 

by the General Officer Cornrnanding, Major General E.T.H. Hutton, 

and included a small headquarters staff, was responsible for 

purely military matters such as planning and training. The civil 

branch, led by the Deputy Minister, Lieutenant-colonel L.J. 

Pineault, had a wide range of responsibilitiea, including 

military contracta and accounts, the procurement of war materiel 

and the management of military lands and buildings. Under this 

centralized Militia Department the country was divided into 

twelve rnilitary districts, each led by a Deputy Adjutant 

General ." 
The Canadian army conaisted of a Permanent Force and part 

time Volunteer Militia units of infantry, cavalry and artillery. 

In 1899 the Permanent Force units had a combined total of about 

900 men." Its infantry arm, the Royal Canadian Regiment of 

Infantry, was stationed at Toronto, London, St. John and 

Fredericton. The Royal Canadian Dragoona, the Permanent Force 

cavalry unit, was baaed at Winnipeg and Toronto. The Royal 

Canadian Artillery consisted of "A" and "B" Field Batteries and 
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two cornpanies of garrison artillery. "A" Battery was stationed 

at Kingston. "B" Battery and the garriaon artillery were based 

at Quebec." On the eve of the South African War the Volunteer 

Militia had an authorized establishment of 2996 officers aiid 

34,309 non commissioned officers (NCOs) and men. The effective 

strength of the militia, however, fell short of these numbers 

and many militiamen were under trained? 

The artillery was the best trained and most ef£icient 

branch of the Canadian military. There are several reasons for 

the high quality of the Canadian artillery. The most important 

factor was the existence of the Permanent Force batteries. 

Created in 1871 to replace the British garrisons at Kingston and 

Quebec, "A" and "B" Batteries established a tradition of 

military proficiency and professionalism that was unrnatched in 

Canada. The batteries were led by experienced and qualified 

officers. Although they were originally manned by militia 

gunners on short service cal1 out, after 1873 they were staffed 

with Permanent Force gunners. In 1883 the two batteries were 

united in one regiment to ensure efficient administration and 

uniform standards. In 1887 a third battery- "C" Battery- was 

added to the regiment. Although it was initially based in 

Victoria, in 1893 the battery was reorganized into two companies 

of garriaon artillery and transferred to Quebec. 

The Permanent Force batteries and garrison cornpanies had a 

dual purpose. First, they were the nucleus of Canada's 

professional army. They provided Canadian gunnera with the 

opportunity to train on a full time baaia and achieve a level of 

expertise. By the late 1890s the Royal Canadian Artillery had 

adopted the most modern and scientific training methods. The 

Royal Canadian Regiment of Infantry and the Royal Canadian 

Dragoons, which were only formed in 1893, had a more limited 

role ." The government, under pressure f rom the militia lobby, 
discouraged these units from training as a professional standing 

army and restricted them to instructing the militia infantry and 

cavalry units. 

The Permanent Force artillery units also acted as schools 
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of instruction for the seventeen militia field batteries and 

seven part time garrison artillery units." The Permanent Force 

provided courses of instruction for militia officers and NCOs, 

carried out thorough inspections of the militia units, and 

supervised some of their training. These activities fostered a 

high level of efficiency in the militia batteries. Although the 

Royal Canadian Regiment of Infantry and the Royal Canadian 

Dragoons were supposed to perform the same role for their 

branches of the service, they faced much greater resentment and 

opposition than the artillery did. The rnilitary authorities at 

the time and Canadian historians agree that the infantry and 

cavalry schools were, therfore, not as effective as the schools 

of gunnery." The infantry and cavalry militia units suffered as 

a result. 

The Dominion Artillery Association also contributed to the 

high quality of the Canadian artillery. Created in 1876 to 

encourage "the developrnent of gunnery ski11 and the 

dissemination of artillery knowledge throughout the Dominion of 

Canada'"', the association played an important role in artil lery 

training. Its memberahip was open to individuals and military 

units. By 1880 the Association had thirty-six individual 

members. "A" and "B" Batteries, the Royal Military College, 

twelve militia field batteries and twenty-two garrison artillery 

companies were affiliates of the Association. Its position was 

strengthened in 1883 by adding a number of influential ex- 

officio members to its governing council, including the Minister 

of Militia and Defence, the Deputy Minister, the General Officer 

Commanding the Canadian Militia and the Adjutant General. With 

links to such important people, the Aasociation became a 

powerful lobbyist for the artillery. By 1892, the government had 

increased its annual grant to the Association from $900 to 

$5000. j '  

The Association organized, established the rules, and 

awarded the prizes for the various annual artillery 

competitions. The events were very demanding and required 

thorough practical and theoretical preparation. By 1897 the 
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Association's prizes included eleven trophies and several cash 

awards." These incentives encouraged the gunners and pronoted 

a high level of training. The Association also organized 

exchange competitions with the National Artillery Association in 

Great Britain. In the 1880s and 1890s Canadian gunners travelled 

to Britain to compete against some of the best British artillery 

units at Shoeburyness. On one occasion the British gunners came 

to Canada for competitions at Toronto and Quebec. These 

competitive events motivated the Canadian gunners to train 

seriously and provided them with the opportunity to exchange 

information and learn £rom their British counterparts. The fact  

that the Canadian gunners won some of the individual events 

illustrates their efficiency and cornpetence." 

In the 1890s the artillery benefitted from the government's 

increased interest in military affairs. In 1895, for example, 

the government created a new artillery training camp at 

Deseronto, Ontario. Spurred on by the Venezuela crisis of 1895- 

96, the government aleo raised its military expenditures and 

purchased new equipment. In 1896-97 they replaced the old 9 

pounder muzzle loading guns with more modern 12 pounder 

breechloading, 6 hundred weight (cwt.1 weapons. The 12 pounder, 

the weapon used by the Royal Horse Artillery, had many 

advantages over its predecessor and greatly enhanced the 

gunnera' capabilities. Its higher muzzle velocity- 510 metres 

per second compared with 4 2 0  for the 9 pounder- gave the 12 

pounder a range of 4550 metres, a kilometre more than the older 

weapons." Its lighter and stronger steel carriage gave it 

greater mobility than the cast iron muzzle loader. The new gun 

replaced the old shaft draught system with the better and 

lighter pole draught. This was an improvement because it 

eliminated the need to use an eapecially rugged and heavy horse 

as a "shaft" horsee41 

The 12 pounder also fired better shella. Its forged steel 

shrapnel shells had a larger bullet capacity than the 9 pounder 

cast iron rounds. The new ahells were equipped with the No.56 

combination fuse, which could be set to detonate on impact or at 
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a preset time. This gave the gunners greater flexibility to 

respond to a variety of tactical situations. The 12 pounder 

shells used srnokeless cordite as a propellant. This innovati~~i 

introduced certain tactical advantages by eliminating the large 

plumes of black gunpowder smoke that traditional ly revealed a 

gun's position. The new shells were also equipped with a more 

efficient burster mechanism. This device, located in the head of 

the shell instead of the base, improved f ire ef fect by producing 
a broad "cone of dispersion" of shrapnel.'* 

III 

Given the high quality of the artillery, it is not 

surprising that the Canadian authorities made a determined 

effort to înclude it in the military force that they sent to 

South Africa. The Governor General of Canada, Lord Minto, the 

General Officer Conunanding, Major-General E . T . H .  Hutton, the 

Minister of Militia and Defence, Dr. Frederick Borden, and other 

cabinet ministers realized that the artillery was the best 

trained and rnost efficient arm of the Canadian military. They 

wanted to show off the gunners and their new equipment, both of 

which, they felt, would bring credit to the Canadian military 

and ita leadership. 

Pollowing the collapse of the Bloemfontein conference, the 

British governrnent made sorne limited military preparations in 

South Africa and contemplated the dispatch of troops to pressure 

Kruger's government to back down." Joseph Chamberlain sought to 

g ive  these preparations an imperial dimension. On 3 July he 

wrote Lord Minto a private letter explaining the troubled 

situation in South Africa and how a "really spontaneous" offer 

of colonial military assistance would demonstrate the 

"solidarity of the Empire" and help aecure a pacific 

settlement." The Colonial Secretary asked Minto for the 

attitude of the Canadian government. Minto raised the issue with 

the Prime Miniater, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in a series of 

interviews during July 1899. Laurier politely expresaed his 

confidence in the righteousness of the Uitlanders' cause, but 

rejected Chamberlain's request for military assi~tance.'~ 



Although Lord Minto accepted Laurier's response, he 

informed Major-General Hutton of the request and asked him 

"privately the minimum force which Canada might reasonably 

contribute towards military operations in South A£ rica" in the 

event of a war." Hutton believed that if troops were to be 

sent, Canada should send its best soldiers." This meant that at 

least some artillery representation had to be inchded. H i s  

plan, drafted with the assistance of hia chief staff officer, 

Colonel Hubert Foster, suggested a balanced force of one field 

battery, one infantry battalion and one cavalry squadron- a 

total force of 1209 men, 314 horses and s i x  field guns, at a 

total cost of $300,000. Minto and Hutton informed Chamberlain 

and Sir Garnet Wolsely, the Commander in Chief of the British 

army, of the "probable" composition of a Canadian contingent 

should Laurier change his mind." 

Public pressure for Canadian rnilitary participation in 

South Africa increased in August and September 1899, but the 

government made no further plans." Parliament had been 

prorogued for the summer and Laurier quietly tried to dampen the 

growing war spirit. The issue was forced to the forefront in 

early October, when Chamberlain sent a circular telegram to the 

self governing colonies. It outlined terms upon which offers of 

troops would be accepted: 

Firstly, units should consist of about 125 men; 
secondly, may be infantry, mounted infantry, or 
cavalry; in view of numbera already available infantry 
most, cavalry least serviceable; thirdly al1 ahould be 
armed with .3O3 rifles or carbines, which can be 
supplied by Imperial governrnent if neceasary; fourthly 
al1 must provide own equipment, and rnounted troops own 
horses; f ifthly, not more than one captain and three 
subalterna each unit. Whole force may be cornmanded by 
officer not higher than major. In considering numbers 
which can be employed, secretary of atate for war 
guided by nature of offers, by desire that each colony 
should be represented, and limita necessary if force 
is to be fully utilized by available staff as integral 
portion of Imperial forces; would gladly accept four 
units. Condition8 as follows: troops to be disernbarked 
at port of landing South Africa fully equipped at cost 
of colonial government or volunteers, From date of 
disembarkation Imperial government will provide pay at 



Imperia1 rates, supplies and ammunition, and will 
defray expenses of transport back to Canada, and pay 
wound pensions and cornpassionate allowances at 
Imperia1 rates. Troops to embark not later than 31 
October, proceeding direct to Cape Town for o r d e r d g  

On the aame day General Hutton's plan was published in the 
. . 

an ilitarv Gazette. The appearance of these 

communications provoked discussion about Canadian military 

participation in South Africa. Despite these communications, 

Laurier was still confident that he could avoid offering a 

contingent. He believed that the South African crisis would 

dissipate. On 7 October Laurier left Ottawa for four days to 

fulfil an engagement in Chicago. 

He returned to Canada on Il October 1899. The outbreak of 

war on the same day caught the Prime Minister by surprise. 

Aware that he could no longer dodge the issue of participation, 

Laurier called a Cabinet meeting for 12 October. There were 

three positions within the cabinet. The "anti-war" faction, led 

by Israel Tarte and Richard Scott, opposed any Canadian 

contribution to the British wax effort. The "pro-war" faction, 

led by the Minister of Militia, Frederick Borden, and the 

Postmaster General, William Mullock, favoured a Canadian 

contingent as outlined in Hutton's plan. The "moderate" group, 

which included W.S Fielding, the Minister of Finance, suggested 

a limited Canadian contribution as outlined in Chamberlain's 3 

October telegram." This would give Canadian volunteers a chance 

to participate and would limit the expense for the Canadian 

government, 

Laurier sought a compromise. After a divisive two day 

cabinet meeting, the government decided to recruit, equip, and 

transport "a certain number of volunteers by units of 125 men, 

with a few officersn, the total not to exceed 1000 , "to serve 
in the British army now operating in South ~frica"." Besides an 

increase in numbera, the government's plan adhered very closely 

to Chamberlain's 3 October telegram. The force was limited to 

infantry companies of 125 men. No place was made for artillery 

units. 
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Many of the military authorities were unsatisfied with this 

limited contribution. They were particularly upset by the iack 

of artillery representation. For example, on 12 October Lord 

Minto advised Laurizr that 

if you decide to affer troops, it would probably be 
more in accordance with public sentiment here to offer 
contingent of al1 arma rather than to accept at once 
the proposa1 of 125 under a Major, which would cut out 
the best officers in Canada, and which makes no 
mention of the acceptance of artillery which is a 
particularly efficient a r m  here." 

General Hutton, Frederick Borden, William Mullock and other 

cabinet ministers shared Minto's determination to overturn 

Chamberlain's guidelinea. They especially wanted to include the 

well trained gunners and their new weapons in the force. With 

Laurier's permission, Lord Minto sent a mesaage to the Colonial 

office on the evening of 13 October. The "organization of your 

telegram of 3 October caused disappointment", he wrote, "as it 

cuts out the best officers and Artillery the most efficient arm 

here". Minto informed the Colonial Office that "organization as 

a small brigade of al1 arms most popular here. Following has 

been thoroughly considered, one battery, one regirnent of 

infantry...one hundred rnounted rifles...This represents the 

views of Hutton" ." 
Chamberlain was thrilled with the proposal. It waa much 

more than he had asked for. Perceiving the political advantages 

of the offer, the Colonial Secretary told Lord Lansdowne, the 

Secretary for War, that he would not accept the War Office's 

refusal." On 16 October Chamberlain sent Minto his approval of 

the brigade force." Since Laurier was temporarily absent from 

Ottawa, Minto discusaed the issue with Borden and Richard Scott, 

Acknowledging the abilities of the Canadian gunners, they told 

Minto that they saw "no reason why some artillery, at any rate, 

should not be sent" 2' Israel Tarte and the Quebec caucus, 

however, oppoaed any changes to the composition of the force. 

Their opposition convinced Laurier to decide against a brigade 

of al1 arms. 

Some changes were eventually made to the organization of 



24 

the first contingent. Without Tarte's knowlcdge, for example, 

the eight infantry cornpanies were formed into one regiment, with 

Lieutenant-colonel W.D. Otter as the Cornmanding Officer. This 

change decreaaed the chance that the Company units would be 

split apart and attached to different Sritish formations. in 

fact the f irst contingent, known as the Second (Special Service 

Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment of Infantry, served together 

for the duration of the confli~t.~' 

Canadian artillery officers and men were dissappointed by 

the lack of an artillery contingent. Hutton and the Department 

of Militia and Defence remained determined to include the 

artillery in their military contribution. Professor Miller has 

argued that the military authorities constructed the first 

contingent in such a way as to enable thern to reconstitute it as 

a balanced force of al1 arms." He suggests, for example, that 

the fact that "this "infantry" contingent contained 173 NCOs and 

men drawn £rom the Canadian artillery, a number equivalent to 

the one field battery suggested by Hutton" is evidence that the 

Canadian military authorities hoped to convert it to a brigade 

of al1 arms." This is questionable. For example, 113 of the 173 

artillery NCOs and men in the first contingent were from 

garrison artillery regiments. They had little or no training as 

field artillery. If the government planned to reconstitute the 

contingent as a brigade of al1 arms, including a battery of 

field artillery, they would have included many more trained 

field artillerymen." 

Furthermore, forty-nine of the artillery gunners were from 

one garrison artillery unit, the 5th Regiment of Garrison 

Artillery from British Columbia. It ia unlikely that they were 

included with the intention of forming the nucleus of a field 

battery in a reconstituted contingent. It is more likely that 

this one regiment held so many positions in "A"  Company because 

of the relative shortage of trained military personnel in 

British Columbia. The political authorities wanted to ensure 

regional repreaentation in the contingent. A s  there were fewer 

trained military personnel and fewer military units to choose 
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from in B.C. than elsewhere in the country, the gunners filled 

a disproportionate number of positions." 

This is not to Say, however, that Hutton and the military 

authorities had given up on the idea of sendinç the artillery to 

South Africa. The fact that they sent Lieutenant Colonel Charles 

W. Drury, the man Hutton had in mind to command his artillery 

battery, as a supplementary officer to South Africa with the 

first contingent can be interpreted as an indication that Hutton 

and the Militia Department intended to add an artillery force in 

the near future. This was in fact what Hutton hoped to do. On 1 

November 1899, only two days after the first contingent sailed 

from Quebec, the Canadian government offered to raise a second 

contingent. General Hutton was deterrnined to include the 

artillery in a second contingent. Unfortunately for the G . O . C .  

and the anxious Canadian artillerymen, the British government 

declined the offer for more troopsmU 

On 16 December 1899, following the British military defeats 

at Stormberg, Magersfontein and Colenso, the British government 

changed its mind and accepted the canadian offer of troops. 

"Willing to entertain favourably further offer from colonies", 

Chamberlain wrote. "Should such offera be made they will 

probably give preference to mounted troops. It is indispensable 

that men should be trained and good shots and should bring their 

own horses"." Chamberlain's telegram made it clear that the 

British wanted mobile, mounted troops. Lord Minto agreed wîth 

this position. Although he did not reject the possibility of 

sending aome artillery, he now believed that the bulk of the 

contingent should be mounted "Rough Ridera" from the North West. 

General Hutton and the Militia Departmernt were not 

convinced. They were determined to send a significant artillery 

contribution. Despite their differences, Hutton and Borden 

agreed that the artillery was the best arm of the Canadian 

military. They wanted to showcase the gunners and their new 

weapons, both of which, they believed, would reflect favourably 

on the Canadian military authoritied5 Lord Minto appealed to 

the War Office to support his position. The Imperia1 authorities 
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accordingly wired that "the volunteers must be good shots and 

competent riders but need not be members of any drilled force". 

Hutton and the Militia Department igcored this hint." 

On 21 December the Canadian government announced that it 

would send a brigade division of three field artillery 

batteries, three squadrons of mounted rifles and a Company of 

scouts, a total of 1230 al1 ranks, eighteen guns and 1124 

horses." Aware that Chamberlain knew of his preference, Minto 

asked the Colonial Secretary whether he approved of this 

composition." Although Chamberlain initially suggested the 

"substitution of more mounted troops of the same c h a s  as the 

Northwestern Mounted Troops for part of contingent of artillery 

proposed", he quickly realized the political advantages of 

meeting the Canadian government's desires. On 24 December 1899 

the Colonial Secretary, therefore, wired Lord Minto that "after 

due consideration Her Ma jesty's Government will be glad if your 

Ministers will send Batteries as they proposed"." Lord Minto 

dropped the issue and the Canadian government busied itself with 

organizing a second contingenta7' 
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137 horses, six field guns and twelve wagons each. The Battery 

Officer Commanding was a Major. Hia second in command was a 

Captain. Each battery was organized into three sections, led by 

Lieutenants or "subalterns". Sections consisted of between 

fifty-five and fifty-nine NCOe and men, two guns, approxirnately 

forty-five horses and four wagons. The sections could be split 

into two subdivisions or "gun teams".' 

The batteries were designated " C m ,  "D", and "E" Batteries, 

and were recruited in several communities possessing field 

artillery units and were concentrated at three major centres. 

"C" Battery was recruited in Kingston, Ganonoque, Winnipeg, 

Hamilton, St. Catherines, and Toronto and was concentrated at 

Kingston, home of "A" Battery, Royal Canadian Artillery. "D" 

Battery waa raised in Guelph, London, Ottawa, and Port Hope and 

was concentrated in the nation's capital, "En Battery drew its 

recruits from Quebec, Montreal, Granby, Woodstock, Newcastle, 

and Sydney and was concentrated at Quebec, home of "B" Battery 

and the two companies of Permanent Force Garrison Artillery.' 

II 

The enrolment of "D" Battery resembled that of the other 

artillery units. The recruitment process was directed by the 

Battery Officer Commanding, Major W.G. Hurdman, and the District 

Officer Commanding, Lieutenant-colonel Cotton, assisted by the 

Commanding Officers of the 2nd "Ottawa", 6th "London", 14th 

"Durham", and 11th and 16th "Guelph" Field Batteries, which were 

detailed to furnish a quota of men for D Battery, and by 

Lieutenants John McCrae, E.W.B, Morrison, and T.W. Van Tuyl, the 

subaltern officers appointed to command each section.' 

To be eligibfe for service in the battery, recruits had to 

have "performed at least one annual training as a field 

artilleryman in the active militia or have aerved in the Royal 

Canadian Artillery".' Some exceptiona were made, especially in 

the case of drivera. Non-comrnissîoned officers had to possess 

certification f rom a Royal School of Artillery. NCOs and men of 

the active militia were enroled as gunners and were promoted 

provisionally to the various grades by the section commanders, 
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subject to the final approval of the Battery Off icer Commanding. 

The military authorities planned to fil1 one section of each 

battery with Permanent Force officers, NCOs, and men. The other 

two section= were to be composed of militia gunners, The 

authorities made a concerted effort to ensure that men enroled 

at the same depot from the aame unit were kept together.' 

Recruits were subject to medical examinations performed by 

Permanent Force medical officers or doctors selected by the 

District Officer Commanding. The doctora were instructed to be 

"careful and rigid" in their examinations. They were referred to 

the guidelinea in paragraphs 496 to 527 of the Pesulations for 

Army Medical Services. 1897,' Doctore were instructed to test a 

recruit's intelligence, vision, hearing, and speech. They had to 

measure and weigh the men, examine every important orqan, check 

for varicose veins, defects to the feet, venereal disease and 

any body deformity, and indicate whether a recruit's stated age 

agreed with his appearance. Any serious defects were suppoaed to 

be grounds for rejection.' 

Gunners had to stand at least 1.68 metres ta11 with a chest 

meaaurement of eighty-six centimetres. Drivers had to measure no 

less than 1.6 metrea with an eighty-four centimetre chest. Major 

Hurdman complained that several perfectly qualified recruits 

were rejected by the doctors for being a centimetre too short. 

Hurdman argued that with gunners "it was not altogether the 

height that counted: it was more the strength and sturdiness of 

the man"." Some medical examinera appear to have been less 

thorough in their inspections. For when Surgeon-Major 

Worthington examined the troops two days after the battery left 

Halifax harbour, he found eight cases of gonorrhoea and one of 

syphilis!" 

Recruits were supposed to be between twenty-two and Eorty 

years of age, but it does not appear that the enrolment off icers 

verified the men's birth certificates. Walter Bapty, who was 

only fifteen years old in January 1900, recalled his experience: 

Hearing the following day that an applicant had not 
proved fit, someone suggested 1 should volunteer... 
Here was 1, big and raw boned, about 6' and in weight 
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160 lbs and my age - someone said it was 22 and that 
seemed al1 right. 1 reported to Col. McCrae's 
Insurance Office where were 3 or 4 officers iii 
uniform. One was Col. McCrae and a clean youngish 
looking Lieutenant 1 was later to learn was John 
McCrae. In Col. McCrae's office 1 was sworn in... 
twice. Once into a Field Battery - the 11th or 16th 
does it matter which? And then into a special 
contingent for overseas service." 

The large number of D Battery recruits listed as twenty-two 

years old, the minimum age requirement, suggests that Bapty was 

not the only one to falsify his age. Forty-seven NCOs and men, 

or 27.5% of the unit's rank and file, claimed to be twenty-two 

years old compared to only thirteen men, or 7.6% of the unit, 

listed as twenty-three years of age." 

The men enlisted for six months with the liability of 

extension to one year. The government provided free clothing and 

equipment for the duration of their service. Gunners earned 

seventy-£ive cents a day. The Canadian government paid this sum 

up to the date of disembarkation in South Africa. After this 

point the Imperial government paid the men at Imperial rates and 

the Canadian government supplied the difference between the 

Imperia1 pay and the higher Canadian waged' 

III  

The Militia Department authorities and battery officials 

worked at a frantic pace to purchase, organize and issue the 

necessary equipment . The Minister of Mil itia , F .W. Borden; his 
deputy minister, L . F .  Pineault; the Militia Department 

Purchasing Officer, Captain A. Benoit; and the Chief 

Superintendent of Stores, Lieutenant-colonel MacDonald, worked 

long hours, including the New Yearts holiday, to equip the 

second contingent for ita mission." A portion of the battery's 

equipment was sent to the concentration centre and the remainder 

went directly to Halifax, the port of embarkation. Two different 

uniforms were iasued to the artillerymen, one of blue serge 

cloth cut in the traditional artillery style with a pillbox cap, 

and the other a khaki uniform of a apecial pattern." The 

Department forwarded to the concentration centre the blue serge 

uniforrns and al1 the articles of "necessaries" for the men, 
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including boots, belts, braces, flannel shirts, socks, woollen 

tuques, greatcoats, waterproof coats, bootlaces, insoles, booL 

shining kits, shaving kits, towels, soap, several brushes and 

sponges, and mess utensils." With so much wvrk to be done, some 

shortcomings were bound to occur. For example, despite the 

Department's careful instructions on measuring recruits for 

uniforms," Walter Bapty recalled that his dark blue uniform was 

"tight across the chest" and his "hands and arms protruded about 

six inches too rnu~h".~' 

The Department packed and shipped most of the remaining 

stores directly to Halifax, including the khaki uniforms, camp 

equipment, picketing gear, h o m e  shoes, blankets and saddlery." 

On 2 January 1900 alone the Department "forwarded to Halifax 125 

bel1 tents, 2500 blankets, 300 sets of saddlery, besides 

headropes and numerous other articles" ." To supervise the 

organization and embarkation of the equipment and troops in 

Halifax, Lieutenant-colonel Burney and Captain Paul Wetherbe, 

the Chief Engineer at Militia Headquarters, proceeded to the 

port city on 29 December 1899." 

The Militia Department lacked sufficient equipment in stock 

to meet the needs of the Second Contingent. It had to purchase 

a substantial portion of the equipment £rom private contractors. 

For example, to fil1 a shortage of transport wagons, the 

Department ordered fourteen vehicles from the Ottawa Car 

Company. The contract was a rush order and the Company plant 

operated at full capacity to meet the demand. The wagons, three 

of which were used as hospital vans and the rest for transport 

purposea, were fitted with strong seringa, rings and ropes to 

carry heavy loadsa The vehicles were constructed, stocked with 

extra wheels and parts, and painted in time to proceed to 

Halifax with D Battery." 

At the concentration centre battery officiale alao worked 

long hours to secure the necessary equipment. D Battery took 

control of the six 12 pounder guns of the 2nd "Ottawa" Field 

Battery and requiaitioned the long list of supplies required to 

clean, maintain, and operate the guns in the field £rom the 2nd 



37 

" O t t a w a "  a n d  3 r d  "Mon t r ea l "  Bat ter ies  and  t h e  M i l i t i a  Depar tment  

s t o r e s . "  B e f o r e  t h e  b a t t e r y  s ta r ted  d r i l l i n g  w i t h  t h e  g u n s ,  

o r d e r s  were g i v e n  t o  have  a l 1  t h e  weapons p a i n t e d  t h e  same 

c o l o u r  a s  t h e  k h a k i  u n i f o r m ~ . ~ '  The b a t t e r y  w a s  i s s u e d  500 

r o u n d s  of ammuni t ion  p e r  gun.  The r o u n d s  were f o r w a r d e d  t o  

H a l i f a x  a n d  l o a d e d  a b o a r d  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  v e s s e l . "  

The b a t t e r y  a l s o  had t o  p u r c h a s e  s e v e r a l  h o r s e s .  T h e  

Permanent  F o r c e  a n d  m i l i t i a  b a t t e r i e s  c o u l d  o n l y  p r o v i d e  some of 

t h e  t w e n t y - n i n e  r i d i n g  h o r s e s  and  108 d r a u g h t  h o r s e s  r e q u i r e d .  

The b a t t e r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e r e f o r e  p u r c h a s e d  h o r s e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  

e n r o l m e n t  c e n t r e s .  The b a t t e r y  o f f i c e r s  e n c o u r a g e d  men a p p l y i n g  

for  p o s i t i o n s  a s  d r i v e r s  i n  t h e  u n i t  t o  s u p p l y  t h e i r  own h o r s e s  

f o r  t h e  work.  Of c o u r s e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p a i d  t h e  d r i v e r s  f o r  t h e  

a n i m a l s .  Each d a y  l o c a l  f a r m e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  e n r o l m e n t  c e n t r e s  

t o  sel1 h o r s e s .  Acco rd ing  t o  r e p o r t s ,  it t o o k  o n l y  a g l a n c e  t o  

see t h a t  many of t h e  a n i m a l s  were o f  no use." The m i l i t a r y  was 

very s e l e c t i v e  i n  i t s  c h o i c e  o f  h o r s e s .  I t  wanted  a n i m a l s  t h a t  

c o u l d  s t a n d  t h e  l o n g  sea voyage  a n d  p e r f o r m  heavy work under 

w a r t i m e  c o n d i t i o n s .  R i d i n g  h o r s e s  had t o  measu re  a t  least 

f i f t e e n  h a n d s  a n d  d r a u g h t  h o r s e s  a t  l eas t  15.3 hands .  I f  t h e  

h o r s e  p a s s e d  t h e  t h o r o u g h  v e t e r i n a r y  e x a m ,  a b o a r d  o f  o f f i c e r s  

a a s e s s e d  i t s  v a l u e  and  p a i d  t h e  owner." The London d e t a c h m e n t  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t h i r t e e n  h o r s e s ,  t h e  Guelph  c o n t i n g e n t  r a i s e d  

t w e n t y ,  and t h e  P o r t  Hope men b r o u g h t  twenty-one  a n i r n a l s  f o r  t h e  

b a t t e r y .  A l 1  t h e  a n i m a l s  were d e s c r i b e d  a s  f i r s t  c lass  and  

a t t r a c t e d  much a t t e n t i o n . "  

By  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  J a n u a r y  1900 t h e  e n r o l m e n t  c e n t r e s  had  

f i l l e d  t h e i r  q u o t a s  o f  men f o r  D B a t t e r y .  Once t h e  d e t a c h m e n t s  

were o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e y  moved to t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c e n t r e  a t  

O t t awa .  The s c e n e  was sirnilar a t  a l 1  o f  t h e  en ro l rnen t  c e n t r e s .  

Cornrnunities a d o p t e d  t h e  war effort as  t h e i r  own. They o r g a n i z e d  

p a r a d e s  t o  mark t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  troops, whe re  comrnunity 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  g u n n e r s  w i t h  money and g i f t a .  The 

London men e a c h  r e c e i v e d  t e n  d o l l a r s  and "a v e r y  n e a t  no t ebook  

and p e n c i l "  2' A t  Guelph  t h e  s i n g l e  men r e c e i v e d  f i v e  d o l l a r s  

e a c h ,  t h e  m a r r i e d  men t e n  d o l l a r s ,  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  McCrae 
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r e c e i v e d  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s  a n d  a " f i r s t  c lass  f i e l d  g l a s s " . l l  The 

P o r t  Hope men a l so  r e c e i v e d  some money." Many l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  

c o n t r i b u t e d  f u n d s  to s u p p l y  t h e  men w i t h  g i f t s  a n d  c o m f o r t s ,  a n d  

e v e n  p u r c h a s e d  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  for " t h e i r   boy^".'^ 

The p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  gifts was accompanied  Gy s p e e c h e s  £rom 

p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s ,  l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  m i l i t i a  o f f i c e r s ,  and  

c l e r g y m e n ,  p r a i s i n g  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  t h e i r  c o u r a g e  and  l o y a l t y  

a n d  w i s h i n g  them "God s p e e d "  o n  t h e i r  voyage .  The de t ach rnen t s  

were t h e n  marched t h r o u g h  t h e  a t r e e t s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  towns  

t o  t h e  local t r a i n  s t a t i o n .  S i n c e  m o s t  co rnmuni t i es  d e c l a r e d  a 

p u b l i c  h o l i d a y  t o  mark t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  t r o o p s ,  t h e  men w e r e  

c h e e r e d  by h u n d r e d s  i f  n o t  t h o u s a n d s  of f l a g w a v i n g  spectators. 

Led by b a n d s  p l a y i n g  such  t u n e s  as "Rule B r i t a n n i a "  a n d  

" S o l d i e r s  of t h e  Queen" a n d  accompanied  by m i l i t i a  u n i t s ,  c a d e t  

c o r p s ,  a n d  m i l i t i a  v e t e r a n s ,  t h e s e  p a r a d e s  i n v a r i a b l y  w i t n e s s e d  

p u b l i c  o u t b u r s t s  o f  p a t r i o t i c  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  V i c t o r i a n  

s e n t i r n e n t a l i s m .  

IV 

With  t h e  a r r iva1  of t h e  P o r t  Hope men i n  O t t a w a  o n  t h e  

e v e n i n g  o f  5 January 1900 ,  D B a t t e r y  stood a s  a c o m p l e t e  

m i l i t a r y  u n i t .  The f i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  d i f f e r e d  

somewhat from t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n .  " A "  B a t t e r y  was u n a b l e  t o  

p r o v i d e  a complete s e c t i o n  so t h e  m i l i t i a  u n i t s  a t  t h e  o t h e r  

e n r o l m e n t  c e n t r e s  made up t h e  d e f i c i e n c y .  " A "  B a t t e r y  

c o n t r i b u t e d  one o f f i c e r  and t w e n t y - s e v e n  former and c u r r e n t  N C O s  

and  men. Guelph p r o v i d e d  a n  o f f i c e r  a n d  f i f t y - t h r e e  NCOs a n d  

men. O t t a w a  raised t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  b a t t e r y ,  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  two o f f i c e r s  a n d  f i f t y - f o u r  e n l i s t e d  men. London 

c o n t r i b u t e d  a n  off icer  a n d  eighteen men a n d  P o r t  Hope r a i s e d  

s e v e n t e e n  recruits for t h e  b a t t e r y . "  The b a t t e r y  o f f i c i a l s  d i d  

t h e i r  b e s t  t o  keep t h e  v a r i o u s  de t ach rnen t s  i n  tac t .  F o r  example ,  

t h e  O t t a w a  d e t a c h m e n t  formed t h e  l e f t  section of D b a t t e r y .  The 

Guelph  men forrned t h e  r i g h t  s e c t i o n .  T h e  London a n d  Port Hope 

men were added t o  t h e  Pe rmanen t  F o r c e  g u n n e r s  t o  f o r m  t h e  c e n t r e  

s e c t i o n .  l' 

Major W.G. Hurdman o f  t h e  2nd "Ot tawa"  F i e l d  Battery 
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commanded D Battery. Born in Ottawa in Novenber 1858, Hurdman 

was educated at the local schools. His military career s t a r t e d  

in 1874 when, at the age of sixteen, he enlisted as a private in 

t h e  Governor General's Foot Guarda, S i x  months later Hurdman 

left Ottawa for a time and severed his relation with that 

reqiment. In 1888 he applied for a commission as Second 

Lieutenant in the 2nd Field Battery. After serving for several 

years and passing a course at the Royal Military College, 

Hurdman assumed command of the battery in 1896, Under his 

command the Ottawa Field Battery became the most efficient 

militia artillery unit in the country, scoring top marks in the 

annual competitions." Employed in the lumber business, Hurdman 

also served as a public school trustee and was instrumental in 

the formation of the public school cadets.?' 

Hurdrnan's second in comrnand was Captain David Isaac Eaton, 

a Permanent Force artillery officer in "A" Battery. Eaton was 

born in Truro, Nova Scotia in 1869, He was educated at Truro 

Academy and the Royal Military College. Zn 1889-90, at the aqe 

of twenty-one, he worked as Chief Engineer on the Newfoundland 

Railway. Eaton joined the Ottawa Field battery as a Second 

Lieutenant in 1894. Two yeara later he was appointed Lieutenant 

in the Royal Canadian Regiment of Infantry at Fredericton. 

During his atay there he served as Aide de Camp to the 

Lieutenant Governor. In November 1898 he transferred to the 

artillery aa Adjutant of "A" Battery in Kingston." 

D Battery's three aection cornmanders were al1 intelligent, 

capable militia officers. Twenty-eight year old Lieutenant 

Thomas W. Van Tuyl comrnanded the centre section. Van Tuyl was an 

honour graduate and medallist of the Royal Military College. He 

also held a BSc from the Massachusetts School of Technology. 

After he earned a First C l a s s  Grade "A" certificate £rom the 

Royal School of Cavalry at Quebec, Van Tuyl joined the 1st 

"London" Hussars. At the time of his appointment to D Battery he 

waa a Captain in the 6th "London" Field Battery. Van Tuyl, like 

many other enthusiaatic artillerymen, accepted a reduction in 

rank to serve in South Africa." 
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Lieutenant John McCrae commanded the right section. Born in 

tiuelph on 30 November 1872, McCrae began his education at the 

Guelph Collegiate Institute. In 1888 McCrae entered the 

University of Toronto, the first student of the Guelph 

Collegiate Institute to earn a scholarship to that institution. 

After graduating with honours in English and Natural Science in 

1894, McCrae spent the next four years studying Medicine and 

serving as a Fellow in Biology. McCrae was a dedicated medical 

student and won the gold medal in his graduating class. Once he 

completed his studies, M c C r a e  worked briefly as a resident at 

the Toronto General Hospital. In 1899 he served as an intern at 

the Johns Hopkins Hoapital in Baltimore before accepting a 

position as Fellow of Pathology at McGill University. 

McCrae was interested in the military £rom a very young 

age. His father, Lieutenant-colonel David McCrae, was an officer 

in the militia artillery, and as a boy John often accompanied 

him to camp. At age fourteen McCrae joined the Highland Cadet 

Corps and was awarded the gold medal for the best drilled cadet 

in the province. One year later he became a bugler in his 

father's battery. Zn 1890 he joined the 16th Field battery as a 

Gunner. In 1891 he was appointed Quartermaster Sergeant. After 

he received a First Class grade "A" certificate £rom the Royal 

School of Artillery at Kingston, McCrae was promoted to Second 

Lieutenant in 1893 and Lieutenant in 1896. During his stay at 

the University of Toronto McCrae was also asaociated with the 

Queen's Own Rifles, rising to the rank of Company Commander in 

K (Varsity) Company. McCrae received a leave of absence from 

McGill University to join D Batterym4O 

Lieutenant Edward Whipple Bancroft Morrison led the left 

section of the Battery. Born in London, Ontario in July 1867, 

Morrison attended public achooh and Tasse College. In 1884 

Morrison joined the Hamilton Spectator aa a reporter. By 1898 he 

had risen to the position of Managing Editor. In July 1898 

Morrison moved to Ottawa to become the Editor in C h i e f  of the 

Qttawa Citizen. Morrison started his military career as an 

officer in the 4th "Hamilton" Field Battery. He passed h i s  
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certification course at the Royal Military College with an 

overall average of 87.23%, including perfect scores in 

ammunition, materiel, and harness, the second highest standing 

ever achieved by an artilleryman. !+.cien he moved to Ottawa in 

1898 he transferred to the 2nd Field Battery and shared the 

credit for that unit's high standing.'' 

Who were the NCOs and men of D Battery? and why did they 

volunteer to serve in South Africa? These two questions are 

related, for as Dr. Miller has argued "socio-economic 

circumstances partially explain men's behaviour"." An analysis 

of who the men were can help explain why they volunteered to 

fight in the war. It is important to note that human beings are 

very rarely rnotivated by any one single consideration. The D 

Batterymen were no exception. They were motivated by subtle and 

complex combinations of social, economic, ideological, and 

persona1 factors. 

Without adopting a rigid economic determinism, it is 

possible to argue that a man's occupation and income were 

considerations in his decision to volunteer for overseas 

service. An occupational analysis of D Battery reveals that an 

overwhelming majority of the volunteers were from low paying, 

boring jobs. Forty-four men, or 25.7% of the battery rank and 

file, were employed in the white collar sector, thirty-three of 

whom were either students or clerical workers. Seventy-one men, 

or 41.5% of the unit, were employed in skilled or unskilled blue 

collar jobs, the largest single group being general labourers. 

Twenty-£ive men, or 14.6% of the unit, were £rom the service 

sector, including eleven active, full time soldiers. The 

remaining twenty-eight men, or 16.4% of the battery, worked in 

the primary sector, twenty-four of whom were employed in 

agriculture ." 
Employed in these low paying jobs, rnany of the men 

volunteered for material benefits. At first glance such an 

economic motive is not very apparent. For example, volunteer 

Gunners earned only seventy-five cents a day compared to $1.25 

a day for general labourera, $2.00 a day for civilian 
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blacksmiths, $1.67 a day for painters, $1.25-$2.00 a day for 

carpenters, $1.35 a day for firemen, and $1.84-$3.07 per day for 

third class clerks." As Dr. Miller has pointed out, however, 

"the military provided board and lodging which usually cost 

between $3.00 and $4.50 a week in the leading Canadian 

cities" ." With minimal expenaes on campaign, vol~nteers could 

save a significant portion of their pay and in many cases 

improve their economic circumstances. It should also be 

remembered that D Battery was recruited in late December and 

early January. The provision of board and lodging at this time 

of year was a particularly important consideration for seasonal 

workers who were unemployed during the winter months. 

Moreover , the volunteers received more than a modest 

income, board, and lodging. Many municipalities presented cash 

grants and gifts to the men. In addition to these grants, the 

Ottawa City Council gave twenty-£ive dollars to each of the 

Ottawa men. Individual volunteers also received benefits £rom 

friends, employers, and neighbouxs, For example, Gunner Edward 

Bott, a conductor on an Ottawa rail line, received fifty dollars 

£rom his fellow employees." Gunner G.H. Farquharson's 

neighbours presented him with fifty dollars." Ottawa East 

granted Gunner Alexander McCuaig fifty dollars in gold pieces.'' 

Gunner Lambkin and Driver Bradley both received silver 

wristwatches." 

Some employers supplemented these gifts by granting 

employees a leave of absence and holding their jobs for them 

until they returned, For example, the Ottawa Public School Board 

gave Major Hurdman a temporary leave of absence to serve in 

South Africa." In some cases employers went even further and 

pledged to keep the volunteers on the payroll or to support 

their families while the men were in South Africa. The Ottawa 

Public School Board granted John Quinney, a drill instructor, a 

leave of absence and promised to pay his full salary to hia wife 

until he returned." Local communitiee and social organizations 

such as the Soldiers'  Wives League joined in this effort and 

provided for soldiers' families while the men were away. The 
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town of Hintonburg, for example, grùnted twenty-£ive dollars to 

the wives of Corporals L. Beaven and f a  Curzon." In short, 

overseas service offered the men a form of employment, a chance 

to earn and even accumulate aome money and to provide for their 

families. 

Some of the recruits enlisted with longer term goals. 

Frustrated with their economic condition in Canada, they hoped 

to build a better future in South Africa when the fighting was 

finished. D Battery Gunner C.E. Mills revealed that "most of Our 

fellows are going to remain [in South Africal after the war is 

over. The prospects of a rush up country has some alluring sides 

to it, for wages will be good for awhile"." 

In many cases boredom and the pull of adventure motivated 

men to volunteer. This partly explains the high proportion of 

students and white collar clerical workers in al1 of the 

Canadian contingents." These two groups accounted for thirty- 

three D Battery volunteers or 19.3% of the unit. Taken on their 

own, white collar clerical workers accounted for 15.8% of the 

battery, a significant figure since the same group accounted for 

only 2.9% of the total Canadian male workforce.~ Walter Bapty, 

a student at the Ontario Agricultural College, expressed this 

thirat for adventure when he recalled that during the enrolment 

process "we cared not what we eigned as we were al1 afraid it 

[the warl would be over before we arrived"." 

The desire for action was not limited to students and 

clerical workers. The overwhelming majority of the battery 

(94.7%) had some previous military experience. The men were 

eager to put their training to usem Many of them had tried to 

enlist in the First Contingent and were determined not to miss 

this chance. Lieutenant McCrae's sentiment that, "1 shall not 

pray for peace in Our t h e .  One campaign might cure me, but 

nothing else ever will", was likely shared by many of the men." 

Lieutenant Morrison confirmed this attitude when he noted that 

"there is a selfish dread lest Little Bobs [General Lord 

Roberts1 should inflict a solar plexus blow on the Boers and 

that the sailing of the Canadians should be cancelled"." In 
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short, many of the men volunteered because they wanted a good 

fight. Needless to say, this enthusiastic pursuit of action and 

adventure was often based on romanticized notions of warfare. 

The volunteers were not motivated solely by selfish 

material considerations or the restiess pursuit of adventure. 

Although some of the batterymen evidently believed that the 

British would win the war before the Canadian gunners arrived in 

South Africa, by the time that the Second Contingent was 

recruited there were far fewer illusions about the conflict. The 

devastating defeats of "Black Week" revealed the grim and 

serious nature of the war. At this point a British defeat seemed 

quite conceivable to many people. Many of the men who 

volunteered at this moment of adversity did so out of Imperia1 

patriotism or a sense of duty to the Empire, its ideala, and 

institutions. D battery volunteers were no exception. As John 

Quinney, an Ottawa drill instructor and volunteer Gunner, 

explained: "In the course of my duties with the boys 1 have 

tried to instil in them patriotism and reverence of the old flag 

that protected them, and which is now in danger. To show them 

that 1 practice what 1 preach 1 am now volunteering for service 

in South ~ f r i c a " ~ "  

The assertion that volunteers were motivated by a sense of 

Imperial patriotism is supported by the high proportion of 

British born volunteera in the unit. Linked to the mother 

country by personal, social, and cultural bonds, British born 

recruits rallied to the Imperia1 cause. They accounted for 25.1% 

O£ the battery, a significant proportion since British born 

immigrants made up less than 11% of Ontario's population." 

Imperial patriotism was not limited to British born 

volunteers, for 7 0 * 7 %  of this "adversity unit" was Canadian 

born. William A. Hare, a Canadian born mernber of D Battery, 

credited his decision to go to South Africa to his Aylmer public 

school principal, Mr. Burdick. According to Hare, Mr. Burdick 

instilled in his students a strong s e n s e  of duty to the Empire. 

"When England again calla for volunteers", Hare wrote, "1 'm sure 

Aylmer will be represented among the men fighting for the Great 
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British Empire. 1 rnay state that Mr. Burdick's training is so 

complete that 1 would not be the last to start on another 

campaign in any part of the Empire"." This sense of duty to the 

Empire was repeated by other membera of the battery: 

We are not in this for the fun of it, but certainly we 
are satisfied of the justice of the war, and Canada's 
share in it, and we recognize the responsibility that 
rests on us when we offer ourselves for service. We 
may take Our lives in our hands but f am sure that 
n o n e  of us are going for any other reason than to do 
what we can to uphold the Empire. 

Although this claim was an exaggeration, it is clear that 

Imperia1 patriotism was one factor that motivated many men to 

en1 ist . 
Cultural factors such as language and religion also shaped 

enlistment patterns. Only three French Canadians served in D 

Battery. While this low number was partly due to the fact that 

the battery was recruited entirely £rom Ontario based military 

units , where there were f ar f ewer francophones than anglophones, 
the testirnony of one of the francophones in the unit that "al1 

of his friends "cut" him when they learned he was going to the 

~ransvaal"'~ suggests that there were factors other than 

demographics at work. The fact is that most French Canadians 

were either hostile or indifferent to the Imperia1 cause in 

South Africa. 

Although it accounted for only 16.86% of Ontario's 

population, the Anglican church contributed 39.2% of the battery 

volunteers, nearly twice as many as the next highest 

denomination, the Methodist church, which, despite being the 

largest denomination in Ontario at 30.53% of the population, 

contributed only 21.6% of the gunners." Moreover, even if al1 

the British born Anglicans are eliminated from the sample, 

Anglicans still form the largest religious group in D Battery 

with 25 .7%,  a figure significantly higher than their provincial 

average. The reason is not difficult to explain. As Dr. Miller 

ha8 argued, "during the w a r  the Anglican church probably proved 

a more "patrioticn forum than the other denominations"." 

Connected to England through the church hierarchy and symbolism, 
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supplied by clergymen recruited in England and by recently 

arrived English immigrants, the Anglican church had a "more 

marked Anglophilie flavour conducive to rnilitary recruitment"." 

By contrast, the Roman Catholic church, composed largely of 

French Canadians and Irish immigrants, both of wham were much 

less enthusiastic about the "Imperia1 mission", contributed a 

disproportionately low number of volunteers. Although the 

Catholics accounted for 17.88% of the provincial population, 

they supplied only 9.9% of D Battery recruits." 

Subtle social and farnily influences a h o  led the men to 

voiunteer. Recruited in specific geographic areas, the men were 

connected by family, personal, and social relations. For 

example, William A. Hare enlisted with his father, William R. 

Hare." An examination of the battery nominal index indicates 

that there were up to ten sets of brothers in the unit," Two of 

these brothers, Thomas and Edward Bramah, joined to avenge the 

death of a family mernber in the war." Classmates often 

encouraged each other to sign up. Walter Bapty recal led that one 

of his classrnates at the Ontario Agricultural College, upon 

proving unfit for service, suggested that Bapty volunteer to 

take his place." The O.A.C.  contributed at least cight members, 

al1 of whom remained close throughout their time in South 

Africa. Other volunteers worked together in civilian life. For 

example, Hal Walters and Jack Gillespie were both Ottawa 

firemen. Three of the Port Hope recruits worked for the Post 

Office Department. The proximity of their regimental numbers 

(two of the post office men received the exact aame number ! 1 

indicates that they enlisted together, perhaps one evening after 

workeT1 Some of the gunners were alao members of the aame 

fraternal organizations, For example, at least a dozen of the 

Ottawa men were mas on^.'^ 

The militia artillery batteries were the greatest source of 

recruits. Al1 nineteen of the London men were members of the 6th 

Field Battery; thirty-nine of the Guelph men were £rom either 

the 11th or 16th Battery; six of the Port Hope men were £rom the 

14th "Durham" Field Battery and twenty-eight of the Ottawa men 
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came £rom the 2nd Field Battery, Having spent many hours 

training and socializinq together, the men in each of these 

units knew each other very well. Enlistment at the rnilitia 

batteries was an issue 01 pride, honour, and rivalry. 

Other social pressures led the men to volunteer, According 

to John Ewan, the Toronto Globe correspondent who accompanied D 

Battery to South Africa, two or three of the men in the unit 

offered their services to atone for past transgressions and to 

"regain the world's good regard"," 

v 
During their stay in Ottawa the gunners were housed in 

makeshift barracks at the Ottawa Exhibition grounds. Four or 

£ i v e  men were assigned to each stall in the renovated cattle 

shed. They slept on straw beds with three blankets per man." 

The addition of three woodburning atovea kept the quarters 

reasonably warm. The ticket offices served as guard rooms and 

the main "Aberdeen" building acted as a drill hall. The battery 

officers stayed in the residence of Mr. Dawson, the 

superintendent of the Exhibition grounds. Mr. Dawson also 

arranged meals for the men, The standard fare was stew and 

tea.lS 

The men spent ten busy days in Ottawa, The Exhibition 

grounds camp buzzed with activity. Quartermaster Sergeant Slade 

issued the numerous articles of kit to the men, and the Farrier 

Sergeant and Shoeing Smiths shod, numbered, and branded al1 137 

of the battery horses. The men prepared and packed their 

equipment for the voyage, cared for the horses, and practised 

their gun drill, 

At first some of the men, eapecially those hired for their 

abilities as drivers or blacksmiths, had very little knowledge 

of artillery drill. Seeing these men stumble through their first 

drill practice, one reporter noted that "it must be said that 

some of the men look as if they did not know what to do when the 

orders were given"." This observation is confirmed by Walter 

Bapty's recollection of the first drill practice: the order was 

given for Fours Right. "What did that mean? 1 could form fours, 
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but this was artillery drill.. .the boys beside me pushed me into 

place" ." After f ive hours of drill practice per day under the 

strict supervision of Sergeant Major McCIntyre, the less 

experienced artillerymen became quite efficient at drill. By the 

time that the battery was inspected by Major General Hutton on 

10 January and marched through the streets of Ottawa on 11 and 

13 January there were far fewer flaws to be seen. 

Although most of the men were excited and enthusiastic 

about their training, there were some rumblings of discontent 

among the troopa, especially in the Ottawa section. The Ottawa 

men complained that they did not receive enough consideration 

for appointments as NCOs. They were particularly upset that a 

Sergeant from one of the other detachments was placed in charge 

of one of the Ottawa subdivisions. The Ottawa men insisted that 

there were several qualified personnel in their own section who 

could fil1 these positions." Lieutenant Morrison's men also 

complained that they did not receive enough leave. They wanted 

a chance to say good bye to their friends and families. The 

Ottawa men argued that since the other detachments had already 

left their home towns, those sections should do some extra work 

around the camp to permit the local men to see their loved 

ones." Pinally, the Ottawa men were upset about being moved to 

new quarters. On 9 January the Ottawa section was transferred 

out of the cosy cattle shed to another building. The new 

quarters were so cold that the men had to sleep in their 

greatcoats and boots. According to one gunner, "a fellow had to 

wake up every few minutes to break the ice off of his 

whiskersn ." 
Notwithstanding these complaints, the battery's training 

and preparation advanced smoothly. By 15 January the unit had 

organized and packed al1 of its equipment and was ready to move 

to Halifax. The men rose early that morning, groomed the horses, 

ate breakfast, and formed up in front of the barracks for their 

laat roll cal1 in Ottawa. Shortly before 08:OO the batterymen 

marched out the Elgin Street gate and led their horses to the 
Elgin Street train depot, where the men loaded the animals 
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equipped with mattresses, blankets, oil larnps, and fresh 

drinking water. The dining car was designed to accommodate 

thirty-two people at once. Each group had approxirnately half an 

hour to eat. The meals were better than those at the Exhibition 

grounds. Breakfast included ham, eggs, porridge and h a ;  lunch 

consisted of English beef broth, roast beef, Yorkshire pudding, 

and mashed potatoes; supper brought Irish stew, baked beans, and 

boiled potatoes. Only one man complained about the food and his 

comments were received disfavourably by the other soldiers." 

The men had few dutiea aboard the train. Although they took 

turns working six hour shifts in the horse cara, the men spent 

most of their time playing cards, singing, and writing 

letters ." 
Despite the Montreai Star's clairn that "there was a big 

crowd at the [St. Henri1 station to witness the arriva1 of the 

men"", Lieutenant Morrison made it clear that "since crosaing 

into this province [Quebecl there has been nothing in the shape 

of an ovation or send off to the troops by the people in towns 

passed"." A change took place when the train entered New 

Brunswick. At nearly every station, whether the train stopped or 

not, enthusiaatic crowds cheered the battery." At Bathurst the 

county warden, Mr. Charles Brison, and several councillors 

boarded the off icers' car and presented Major Hurdrnan with a 

silk flagm9' At Newcastle several officers of the 12th Field 

Battery visited the train and hundreds of people, at least half 

the population, Morrison estimated, came out to see the troops. 

Eager to acquire souvenirs, some young ladies agreed to exchange 

kissee for the soldiers fashionable brass buttons. Needless to 

say, the soldiers were happy to engage in such a trade." At 

Moncton about 1000 people met the train and gave the gunnexs a 

warm welcome. These demonstrations did not go unnoticed. As one 

soldier recorded, "the enthusiaam in this province had a very 

cheering effect" on the men." 

V I  

When D Battery arrived in Halifax on 17 January, the unit 

was met at the train station by Lieutenant-colonel Irving, the 
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District Officer Commanding in Nova Scotia; Lieutenant-colonel 

Burney, the Embarkation Officer; several militia officers, and 

a large crowd of civllians. Once the artillerymen had 

disembarked the horses and marched them to the stables at the 

Halifax Exhibition grounds, the men moved to their quarters at 

the recently constructed armoury. Although the men slept on the 

floor, most of them found the Halifax armoury, which was twice 

the size of the Ottawa drill hall, to be large, spacious and 

cornfortable. The men dined at the Exhibition grounds and some of 

them felt that it "a trifle inconvenient" to have to march the 

mile to and from the grounds at each meal tirne." 

The scene in Halifax was one of continuous activity. With 

only three days before the scheduled departure of D and E 

Batteries, much work had to be done. The military authorities 

issued the gunners the last articles of equipment, including 

their khaki uniforms. Private contractors scrambled to transform 

the Allan Line Steamship Laurentian into a troop transport 

vesse1 complete with sleeping accommodations, stable facilities, 

and a huge storage freezer. The gunners hustled back and f o r t h  

between the armoury, the Exhibition grounds, and the dockyard. 

They packed their khaki uniforms and the rest of their gear for 

the long voyage, tended to the horses, and helped load supplies 

aboard the ship. The latter chore was particularly demanding. 

Under the direction of Colonel Stone, who replaced Lieutenant- 

Colonel Burney as Embarkation Officer, the batterymen assisted 

the dock stevedores to load the guns, wagons, limbers, 

ammunition, and a long list of other military supplies. In 

addition to the artillery stores, the gunners helped load over 

100 tons of ice into the giant freezer as well as 193,000 pounds 

of pressed hay, 69,000 pounds of oats, and 66,000 pounds of bran 

to feed the horses on the nine thousand kilometre journey. The 

men loaded their horses on 19 January." 

Halifax provided a warm reception for the troops. Urged on 

by the Conservative Halifax Herald, Haligonians were determined 

to demonstrate their support for the soldiers. Before D Battery 

arrived in the Nova Scotian capital, Mayor Hamilton started a 
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speeches. The Halifax Garrison's Leinster Regirnental Band and 

various soloists provided the music, which consisted of such  

patriotic and sentimental tunes as "The Girl 1 Left Behind Me" 

and "Soldiers of the Queen". Although many of the troops were 

busy preparing for the embarkation and could not attend the 

concert, the event was pronounced a huge success." 

In general the D Batterymen were appreciative of the 

reception they received in Halifax. Lieutenant Morrison noted 

that "the Halifax people have been exceedingly kind and 

unrernitting in their efforts to amuse and entertain the off icers 

and men"." Driver W.A. Hare confirmed this feeling when he 

recorded that "Halifax appears to be giving [thel lads a good 

time" ."" 
There were some incidents of civilian-military relations, 

however, that were less than cordial. For example, some O£ the 

gunners believed that the Halifax cab drivers and merchants 

overcharged the soldiers. To teach an allegedly extortionate 

cabby a lesson, three gunners seized his wagon and charged it 

through town like a gun team going into action. When the 

hijackers took a sharp turn, the cabby was thrown from the 

vehicle and had to pursue the soldiers on footml'l 

These incidents were rare, however, and did not discourage 

influential Haligonians from planning an enthusiastic aend off. 

It was no coincidence that on 20 January, the day D and E 

Batteries were scheduled to sail, the ELglifax Berald reprinted 

the story of the overwhelrning send off in Ottawa five days 

earlier. Determined not to be outdone by any other city, the 

Herald urged Haligonians to turn out and dernonstrate their 

support for the departing gunnera. Their efforts were not in 

vain, for nearly 30,000 people braved the rainy, slushy January 

weather to cheer the volunteers. 

After General Hutton's inspection and several farewell 

speeches, the men of D and E Batteries, accompanied by four 

military bands and an escort of Mounted Rifles, marched out of 

the armoury, down North Park Street and towards the dockyard. 

The public demonstration rivalled the enthusiastic scenes that 
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had t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  O t t a w a .  H a l i f a x  t o o k  o n  a c a r n i v a l e s q u e  

a t m o s p h e r e  as p e o p l e  crowded t h e  p a r a d e  r o u t e ,  l e a n e d  £rom 

windows and  s t o o d  o n  r o o f t o p s  t o  s h o u t  t h e i r  f a r e w e l l s  t o  t h e  

" s o l d i e r  boys"  ; f l a g s  and  d e c o r a t i o n s  a d o r n e d  t h =  b u i l d i n g s ;  and  

t h e  s o u n d s  o f  mus i c  and  c h e e r i n g  v o i c e a  echùed  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c i t y ' s  h i s t o r i c  streets.  Once they r e a c h e d  t h e  d o c k y a r d ,  t h e  men 

formed u p  and  b o a r d e d  the L a u r e n t i a n  o n e  s e c t i o n  a t  a tirne.'" 

The e rnba rka t ion  was n o t  w i t h o u t  some c o n t r o v e r s y .  To 

c o n t r o l  t h e  crawd a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e rnba rka t ion  o f  t h e  t r o o p s ,  

t h e  I m p e r i a 1  a u t h o r i t i e s  c l o s e d  t h e  dockya rd  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p u b l i c  and  i s s u e d  a  specific number o f  a d m i s s i o n  t i c k e t s .  

A l though  t h e  c i t y  o f f i c i a 1 8  were u p s e t  by t h i s  p o l i c y ,  it was a 

w i s e  d e c i s i o n  g i v e n  t h e  v e r y  l a r g e  crowd a n d  t h e  r e c e n t  z e a l o u s  

p u b l i c  d e r n o n s t r a t i o n s .  The t i c k e t s  g r a n t e d  a d m i s s i o n  o n l y  a f t e r  

t h e  t r o o p s  were a b o a r d  t h e  L a u r e n t i m .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  good enough 

f o r  many of t h e  more e n t h u s i a s t i c  s p e c t a t o r s .  When t h e  t r o o p s  

r e a c h e d  t h e  d o c k y a r d ,  t h e  t i c k e t  h o l d e r s  demanded t o  be ad rn i t t ed  

imrnedia te ly  . When t h e  d o c k y a r d  g u a r d s  r e f  u s e d  t o  a d m i t  anyone  

u n t i l  t h e  t r o o p s  were a b o a r d  t h e  s h i p ,  t h e  crowd t o o k  matters 

i n t o  i t a  own hands .  Drunk w i t h  p a t r i o t i c  f r e n z y ,  t h e  mob r u s h e d  

t h e  g a t e ,  t o r e  it o f f  i t s  h i n g e s ,  and  a t t e r n p t e d  t o  f o r c e  i t s  way 

i n t o  t h e  d o c k y a r d .  P e o p l e  were knocked down a n d  t r a rnp l ed  i n  t h e  

mad push  t o  g e t  a c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s .  S e v e x e l y  

ou tnumbered ,  t h e  p o l i c e  c o u l d  n o t  restore o r d e r  u n t i l  t h e y  were 

r e i n f o r c e d  by t w o  compan ie s  o f  r e g u l a r  ~ o l d i e r s . ~ ' ~  

VI 1 

Once t h e  t r o o p s  had  embarked,  t h e  b u r e n t i a n  s l o w l y  p u l l e d  

away f rom t h e  d o c k  and d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  a t h i c k  A t l a n t i c  f o g .  

The s h i p  was s o o n  s u r r o u n d e d  by s e v e r a l  smaller c r a f t  c a r r y i n g  

c h e e r i n g  w e l l  w i s h e r s  and  s i g n a l l i n g  t h e i r  f a r e w e l l s  w i t h  

w h i s t l e  b lows ,  cannon  a a l u t e s ,  and  f i r e w o r k s .  The p o o r  

v i a i b i l i t y  and  s t o r m y  w e a t h e r ,  however ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  

Laurentian's C a p t a i n  Nunnan t o  a n c h o r  i n  t h e  h a r b o u r  f o r  t h e  

n i g h t  . "' 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a n d  D a n d  E 

Batter ies ,  a t o t a l  o f  339 a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r s  and men and  239 
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horses, the Laurentian carried fourteen "attached" officers, 

nurses and men; twelve Canadian Mounted Rifles; and twcnty-four 

additional horses. A s  the senior officer on board, Major Hurdman 

served as brigade division C.O.  for the voyage."5 

The officers, sergeants, and nurses were housed in the 

ship's first class cabins. The rooms were clean, tastefully 

decorated, and though not extremely large, were far £rom 

overcrowded. The large salon that served as an officers mess was 

arranged with f lowers and preaented a hume like appearance. "' 
At least one officer noted that his "cabin was a very good 

one" . "' 
On the other hand, the men "were stowed away like 

 sardine^".^" Their quarters were located between decks toward 

the s t e m  of the veasel, D Battery on the port side and E 

Battery on the starboard side of the ship. Each man was assigned 

a place with a hamrnock and two grey blankets. The men ate their 

meals on tables arranged below their hammocks. As the hammocks 

were hung close together and the men had large arnounts of kit, 

the quarters were cramped. The men recorded different reactions 

to their accommodations. For example, although W.A. Hare found 

the quarters "comfortable", others noted that the quarters were 

overcrowded and di£ f icult to keep clean. 1 9 '  When the Laurentian 

reached warmer weather, the quarters became increasingly 

uncomfortable and most men slept on deck. 

The horses occupied several decks in the front of the ship. 

The Laurenti_an was outfitted with 300 horse stalls. To prevent 

the horses from being thrown during the voyage, each stall 

provided just enough room for the horse to stand up. While most 

of the stalls were 1.8 metres long and sixty-six centimetres 

wide, the ship included fifteen stalls that measured 1.95 metres 

in length and seventy-one centirnetres in width to house the 

larger animals, S i n c e  the horaes had no room to lie down, each 

stall was supplied with a horse sling - a piece of canvas draped 
underneath the horse to support it should its legs give out. The 

floors of the stalls were covered with matting and straw. The 

horses' tails were wrapped in canvas to prevent the animals £rom 
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rubbing off al1 the hair during the voyage.'" 

At 08:30 on 21 January the Laurentian steamed out of 

Halifax harbour and began its long voyage to South Africa. The 

ship encountered very rough weather and within hours seasickness 

had incapcrcitated most of the men."' Weak, shaken, and unable 

to move without vomiting, many of the men collapaed where they 

stood. Others retreated to their hammocks and wondered why they 

had ever volunteered for such a vile experience. As the rolling 

and pitching of the ship increased, the gunners' quarters echoed 

with the sounds of retching and emitted a fou1 and disgusting 

stench which compounded the men's discomfort. The seasickness 

did not spare Chaplain C o x ,  the Anglican clergyman on board, and 

the Sunday church service had to be ~ancelled.'~~ 

The horses suffered tremendously. Unaccustomed to sea 

travel, the nervous animals were battered in their narrow 

stalls. During the rolling, many of the canvas slings tore and 

gave way at the stitching. Despite the narrow construction of 

the stalls, some of the horses were thrown, one animal was even 

flipped ont0 its back.llj To add to the horses' discomfort, the 

ship's scuppers became clogged and large arnounts of water 

backwashed through the stablesml" Those officers and NCOs who 

remained healthy enough tried to raise some men to clean the 

scuppers and tend to the horses, but most of the gunners werc 

oblivious to the situation. A handful of men, including Sergeant 

Henderson, Gunners Cameron, Pryke, Smith, and Driver Williams 

responded to the cal1 and worked long hours cleaning the 

drainage vents and caring for the exhausted animalsml" 

Although the storm abated over the next forty-eight hours, 

the Laurentia~ continued to roll violently, provoking Lieutenant 

McCrae to exclaim that "there is a very general diagust at the 

use of such a transport as the Jlaurentiu.  1 cannot conceive of 

a worae boat to roll in any sea at all...it ought never to be a 

troopship for horses". 11' 

By 24 January the Laurentian had entered calmer waters and 

was running more ateadily. The inen had recovered from their 

seasicknese, and a regular daily routine began to emerge aboard 
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the vessel. The men started each day at 06:00 with a saltwater 

bath on deck followed by some physical exercise and a shori 

religious service. 

One of the more trying activities in the daily routine was 

stable duty. The horses were fed four times a day: at 0 6 :  3 0  each 

animal received a quart of oats and bran; at 11:30 it received 

the same ration plus four pounds of hay; at 16:30 the horse 

received another quart of oats and bran; and five houra later 

the animal was treated to eight pounds of hay."' During the 

voyage some of the officers and drivers supplemented their 

horse's diet with carrots and apples. In addition to feeding and 

watering the horses, the men had to wash and groom the animals; 

rub down their legs; clean the stalls, put down fresh straw, and 

dispose of the manure overboard; tend to sick animals; raise 

fallen horses; and remove and dispose of any carcasses from the 

stables .'" 
This trying work was made even more difficult by the 

misplacement of rnany of the stable stores and the poor design of 

the stalls. The men had loaded great quantities of stable stores 

aboard the ship, but in the hurried embarkation nobody had 

recorded where the equipment was placed."' Furthermore, the 

rows of horse stalls were constructed too close together and did 

not provide enough room for the men to do their work.'" As the 

urentian approached the tropica, the heat and stench in the 

poorly ventilated lower stables became unbearable. With the 

temperature below decks hovering around 130 degreea Farenheit 

(52 degrees Celsius), the perspiration soaked men had to strip 

down to their underclothes, work in short shifts, and climb 

above decks for frequent doses of fresh air."' Despite the 

gunners' efforts, the long voyage was too much for many of the 

horses. By the time the U e n t i m  arrived in South Africa, 

twenty-six of the horses had been hoisted o v e r b ~ a r d . ~ ~ ~  

Drills, fatigues, and lectures occupied the rest of the 

work day. Two of the 12 pounders were brought up on deck and the 

men practised standing gun drill for several hours twice a 

day."' The men alao practised squad drill and fire drills. In 
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between drill practices the men cleaned the decks, oiled the 

horse harnesa, and prepared their other equipment for active 

service. The officers and NCOs lectured on ammunition, materiel, 

gunnery, and signalling. 

In the evening guards and pickets were mounted around the 

ship. The duties of this "troop deck watch" were to "keep the 

decks clean and report anyone acting untidily on de~k".'~' The 

appointment of pickets and guards also instilled a sense of 

military discipline and procedure. After lights out at 22:15 the 

pickets remained on duty as sentries. The off icers treated this 

duty very seriously. The sentries were armed with carbines, as 

they would be in the field, and anyone who did not perform his 

duty satisfactorily was punished. For example, on 2 February a 

regimental court martial sentenced Gunner T.P. O'Connor to a day 

in prison for sleeping at his sentry post."l 

The D Batterymen reacted to their daily routine in 

different ways. Despite John Ewan's 30 January statement that 

"there has been virtually no growling on the vessel", some of 

the men became increasingly frustrated with their tedious, dirty 

chores ."' Although Gunners Jack Gillespie and Phi1 Kerr wrote 
public letters to the Ottawa Free press claiming that they did 

not think that the boys had any reason to "grumble" or 

"kick"'", other gunners wrote lettera to family members 

expressing their boredom and frustration with the monotonous 

routine. As early as 25 January one D Battery member 

acknowledged that "the routine is going to get very monotonous 

before we are through with it. Every day is getting to be like 

every other day".'l' Shortly after arriving in South Africa, 

Trumpeter Barker admitted that "it [the voyage1 was monotonous 

and our arriva1 on land was a welcome relief...we have had just 

as much drill as we can stand"."' In fact, the D Batterymen 

complained enough to provoke Major Hurdman to give a lecture on 

discipline. On 12 February Hurdman called the men together and 

reminded them that no one had been forced to volunteer, there 

were plenty of men at home who would have been happy to take 

their places, and, having corne, each man must do his duty. 
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According to McCrae the address had some effect."' 

Similarly, the men had different attitudes towards the 

quality of their rations. The officers had little room L o  

cornplain. In addition to their three meals a day in t h 2  

officers' mess, they were served tea on deck by the nurses at 

17:00.111 The off icers enjoyed a variety of delicacies, 

including caviare, baked haddock, roast turkey and ham, and plum 

pudding with brandy sauce. 13' 

The men did not enjoy the same quality or variety of food 

as the officers. Despite Ewan's assertion that "the utmost 

satisfaction is expressed by the men at their fare"'", there 

was no single, monolithic attitude towards the rations. Many men 

believed that their meals consisted of good, wholesome food. For 

example, Gunner Jack Gervan told his family that the men 

received "first class rations...dinner: meat, potatoes, bread, 

butter and tea"J3' Other men were less impressed with the food. 

One D Battery man noted that "the meals we get are not the best 

but still we manage to rough it out".'" Gunner James Cormack 

was more explicit: "1 wish you could see our breakfast", he 

wrote to a friend, 

raw potatoes dipped in hot salt water; heavy, very 
heavy bread, several pounds to the ounce; hot water, 
coloured with I do not know what, called tea. For 
dinner, soup like the tea, some kind of meat and more 
heavy bread. For tea, hard tack, black molasses and 
more tea. 13' 

There were also some problems with the distribution of the 

food. The men ate at tables in their sleeping area. There was a 

table orderly for every twelve men, who was responsible for 

getting the rations at the cook's galley and delivering the food 

to his tablemates.'" Although Ewan failed to mention it, some 

of the men supplemented their table's spread by "swiping the 

rations of other One gunner was quite explicit about 

this practice: "anything good that is around", he wrote, "1 am 

after it for Our table. A few nights ago Wm. Smith, A .  McCuaig, 

and 1, about midnight when on watch...ran across a roast beef, 

a chicken and two tins of sardines. We used them".'" To end 

this pilfering, Major Hurdrnan appointed the experienced and well 
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of the voyagebl" 

The men purchased additional food and comforts at the 

ship's canteen. Although many of the men were happy with the 

canteen service, some complained that it was too expensive. 

Despite Ewan's assertion that the men could purchase articles at 

cost, one D Battery member informed his father that 

we [the gunnersl spent al1 our pay buying grub out of 
the canteen and officers' pantry and 1 can tell you it 
cost us considerable. We had to pay two shillings for 
a pie and then "it wasn't like dear old mother's 
either". A shilling for a sandwhich and six pence for 
a bottle of pop. So you can see that would amount up 
for 29 days."' 

Furthermore, some of the men complained that food and comforts 

that had been donated to the troops were sold in the canteen 

instead of being distributed f ree to the men."' 

The prohibition of akohol on board was a further source of 

irritation to the men, not simply, as John Ewan suggested, 

because the men were accustomed to a having a glass of beer at 

meal tlme, but also because the "dry" policy was not applied 

equally. The ship' a staff, described by McCrae as a "complete 

set of drunks", had clear access to alcohol and one or two of 

the stewards were "constantly l~aded"."~ The men undoubtedly 

felt that the dry policy should apply equally to everyone on 

board and that if the ship's staff was permitted to drink, the 

troops ahould also be allowed to have some alcohol. The men's 

complaints had some effect, for on 27 January W.A Hare recorded 

that beer was served at dinnerll" 

Sundays were relatively quiet aboard the ship. Chaplain Cox 

led a voluntary communion service at 08:30, church parade at 

10:30, and a voluntary evening service at 18:15. A box covered 

by a Union Jack served as h i s  altar. The services consisted of 

a short sermon and several hymna, including "Nearer My God to 

Thee", "Onward Christian Soldiers", and "God Save the Queen". 

Although Roman Catholics were exempt £rom the church parade, al1 

of the services were well attended. Some of the Presbyterians 

felt that the forma1 Church of England service sounded 
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" p o p i s h V S  The men spent Sunday afternoons reading, writing, 

and relaxing. 

Leisure activities were not restricted to Sunday 

afternoons. For example, some evenings after supper the men who 

were not on duty organized concerts and sing-songs on deck. The 

officers also organized two sports days for the men, including 

such events as a tug of war, an obstacle race, boxing, and 

wrestling."' When the ship crossed the equator some of the men 

organized a comical initiation ceremony. One of them dressed up 

as Neptune and, assisted by the others, held a mock court. Those 

gunners who had never crossed the equator before were called to 

the court, which consisted of a barber stool and the canvas 

bathtub on deck, and were given the option of paying a toll or 

being initiated. The men who refused to pay the toll were 

lathered with a nauseous soft soap mixture and dunked into the 

canvas bathtub. The event raised nearly forty-five dollars for 

the Sailors' Orphan and Widow Fund and was taken good naturedly 

by most of the mena1" These activities interrupted the monotony 

of shipboard service, fostered an esprit de corps, and relieved 

some stress, 

The long voyage gave the D Batterymen time to become better 

acquainted with each other. The men who knew each other before 

the war tended to stick together, but, as Walter Bapty recalled, 

"they were not exclusive and made other good friends" .14' 

Lieutenant McCrae noted that even though he had been much 

prejudiced against "Gat" Howard, "a regular old American 

blowhard", he found Howard to be an "interesting", 

"entertaining", and "kind hearted" man.'" McCrae added that 

Reverend Cox 'Ys a capital little fellow... Dr Ryerson, whom 1 

never loved, is affable enough...the four nurses are al1 quite 

well liked and the Surgeon Major is a first rate chap".'" 

Despite T.G. Marquis's assertion that the men "were like 

one great family"l'L some persona1 tensions, rivalries, and 

animosities arose during the trip. For example, arnong the 

officers, Lieutenant McCrae recorded that Veterinary Major 

Massie "is very unpopular. He resents anything from us, and we 
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think he does not do very much himself. He doesn't spend much 

time with the horses. 1 knew he was not very popular at A 

CBattery1, but 't can see some grounds for it now"."' McCrae 

added that "Dr. Vaux is very argumentative and 1 am doubtful of 

[Lieutenant 1 Van Tuyl as a very good man: he is greatly inclirisd 

to argument, which is not a good thing in a soldier. Also 1 

think a little touchy in the disp~sition".'~' 

Relations between the enlisted men were not perfect either. 

In fact, the men stole more than each other's rations. For 

example, Gunner Eliot, one of the Guelph men, was caught with 

stolen goods."' "To see that the men don't swipe too much £rom 

each other", McCrae wrote, the officers instituted periodic kit 

inspections. The section commander8 inapected every man's kit 

and each article had to be shown with its number on it.155 The 

pilfering was an irritant and produced an element of distrust 

among the troops. 

There is also some evidence of class tension between the 

men. "1 am just sitting here looking at some men who used to 

draw big salaries sweeping the floor", sneered Jack Gervan. "It 

is fun to watch some of them, they are not used to it, they get 

tired quick, one of them just said to me: "You must have a 

working father, as work don't seem to bother you". 1 said, "Yes, 

and a good mother ~ O O " . ~ ~ '  In short, although the batterymen 

became better acquainted and many of them became good friends, 

it is far too simplistic to portray the troops as "one great 

family" of brothers-in-arms. As in most group relations, the D 

Battery officers and men had persona1 differences, tensions and 

rivalries. 

VI11 

At 22: 55 on 16 February, twenty-seven days after leaving 

Halifax, the Laurentian pulled into Cape Town harbour. The men 

spent the night preparing for disembarkation. The next day the 

ship docked and was greeted by Lieutenant-colonel Drury and 

Captain Panet, second in command of "C" Battery, both of whom 

were disappointed to find only two batteries on board.15' On 17 

and 18 February the men unloaded al1 of their kit, stores, guns, 



wagons and horses and prepared to move to Green Point Camp for 

the next stage of their mission. 
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Chapter Three 

Chasing Shadows and Train-spotting 

D Battery marched into Green Point Camp at 17:30 on 18 

February 1900. The camp, located three kilometres outside of 

Cape Town between Table Mountain and the coast, was one of the 

main military depots for the Imperial forces pouring into South 

Africa and served as a temporary home for troops £rom around the 

world: Australians, New Zealanders, Indians, Britons and 

Canadians. Despite its fertile sounding name, the camp was 

situated on a dry, desolate, sandy plain. A s  one D Battery 

member noted, "nothing was green here except us".' The hot 

weather, strong winds and frequent dust storrns made conditions 

uncomfortable and led some of the men to purchase goggles to 

protect their eyes during the sand blizzards.' 

The battery spent two weeks at Green Point, where it passed 

most of its tirne preparing for active service. The first step 

was to replace the dead and weak horses. Lieutenant-colonel 

Drury submitted a request to the Imperial Remount Department for 

seventeen riding and forty-nine draught horses. On 21 February 

Drury received twenty-nine horses, al1 of which were given to E 

Battery. Due to the shortage of artillery remounts D and E 

Batteries had to use smaller Argentine ponies and mules to b r i n g  

their units up to strength.] 

Meanwhile the Brigade Division Quartermaster sorted, 

organized and distributed the vast amounts of equiprnent. 

Lieutenant-colonel Drury secured a spare room in the main 

barracks to house al1 the cases, packages and surplus stores, 

Once the gear had been issued and several shortages had been 

discovered, including haversacks, water bottles, mess tins, axes 

and wirecutters, Drury applied to the Army Ordnance Department 

to fil1 the deiiciencies. Although the A.O.D. provided some of 

the articles as early as 22 February, the Army stores could not 

meet al1 of the gunners' needs, Frustrated, Drury noted that "it 

is next to impossible to get anything £rom stores here",' 

On 20 February D and E Batteries marched in a ceremonial 

parade through Cape Town. D Battery led the procession, which 
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included Australians, Indian troops and City Imperial 

Volunteers. The scene was reminiscent of the gunners' departure 

£rom Canada. Enthusiastic spectators crowded the streets and 

pclted the soldiers with candies, flowers and flagsm5 Following 

the parade the bolttery participated in a naval and military 

tournament at the Cape Town Athletic Grounds. The D Battery tug 

of war team had a good showing and f inished in second place, 

losing in the final to a strong team from the H.M.S. Doris. 

Gunner Williams of D Battery won the half mile full marching 

order race.' 

Lieutenant-colonel Drury soon made his men realize that 

they were in South Africa for more than fun and games. He 

implemented a rigorous training routine to prepare the troops 

for active service. Between 21 February and 3 March the men had 

marching order parades every day at 06: 30  and 16: 00. In addition 

to these parades and their regular camp duties, the gunners 

practised long hours of standing gun drill, and the drivers 

improved their ski1 1 s and trained their horses at driving 

drill.' On 1 March Drury led the brigade division on a route 

march. The men were ordered to pack their entire camp for the 

exercise. The brigade division returned to the camp site an hour 

later and the tired men repitched their tents.' The gunners also 

underwent several inspections by their section comrnanders, 

battery commander and Lieutenant-colonel Drury himself. "You 

have no idea of the work", Lieutenant McCrae wrote. "It makes 

long hours and 1 never knew a softer bed than the ground is 

these nights" .' 
Although the drill practices provided the men and horses 

with valuable training experience, the gunners became bored with 

drill and were eager to move to the front. 

II 

What was the military situation when the Canadian gunners 

arrived in South Africa? In short, the war started very poorly 

for the British. Outnumbered by a more mobile opponent, the 

Imperial forces were initially driven ont0 the defensive and 

then suffered terrible losses trying to expel the Boers £rom 
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British territory. It was not until mid February 1900 that 

British fortunes improved. 

At the outbreak of the war the British Army numbered 

320,000 men, including available reservists. Of these, only 

20,000 men were stationed in South Af rica, 12,000 in Natal under 

Generals White and Symons and the remainder in Cape Colony. In 

mid-October, following the declaration of war, the British 

government dispatched an Army Corps of 47,000 men and appointed 

General Sir Redvers Bu1 ler as Commander - in - Chief in South 

A £  rica." 

The Boer republics had a much different rnilitary tradition 

than Great Britain. The Boers placed much less emphasis on well 

drilled regular soldiers. Besides the 1400 South African 

Republic Police, or "ZARPs", and the 600 well equipped, 

professionally trained Staats Artillerie in the Transvaal and 

the 400 Staats Artillerie in the Orange Free State, the Boer 

forces consisted of citizen soldiers." In each republic an 

elected Commandant General, assisted by several Assistant 

Commandants General, managed military affairs. At the local 

level each district elected a Commandant and provided a unit 

known as a "commando". The commandos, which were subdivided into 

two to four "field cornetcies", ranged in size from 300 to 3000 

men." Al1 white male citizena of the republics between the ages 

of sixteen and sixty years, who could provide no lawful excuse 

for their exemption, were liable for military servicea1' Skilled 

marksmen and ridera, knowledgeable of the local terrain, and 

armed with - 2 7 6  Mausers, the finest infantry arm available, the 

35,000 Boers who took the field in October 1899 were a 

formidable opponent for the Imperia1 forcesa1' 

Taking advantage of their temporary numerical superiority, 

the Boers went on the offensive in the early weeks of the war 

and attacked on three fronts. On the western front Boer 

conunandos croased into northern Cape Colony and surrounded the 

British garrisons at Mafeking and Kimberley. To the East the 

Boer forces invaded Natal and pushed the British back to 

Ladysmith, the principal British garrison in South Africa. 
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Finally, the Boers struck southwards across the Orange River 

into the Cape midlands and pushed towards Stormberg and 

Naauwpoort. With the exception of the battles at Talana Hill and 

Elaandsgate in Natal, the Boers met very little resistance. 

Despite their success, the Boers failed to capitalize on their 

advantage. Had the Boer forces pushed straight to Cape Town and 

Durban instead of besieging the British garrisons at Kimberley, 

Mafeking and Ladysmith, they might have been able to achieve a 

quick negotiated peace. 

General Buller arrived at Cape Town on 31 October 1899. 

Although the original War Office strategy called for Buller to 

push north along the Central Railway towards the Boer capitals, 

given the circumstances, Buller decided to split the Army Corps 

and fight on al1 three fronts. He sent Lieutenant-General Lord 

Metheun to the western front. Metheun's force was to advance 

along the Western Railway, relieve Kimberley and clear the 

northern districts of the Orange Free State. Buller dispatched 

Generals French and Gatacre to the Cape midlands to halt the 

Boer invasion of Cape Colony. French was sent to the Colesberg 

district, and Gatacre was appointed to the Stormberg area to 

protect the rail line to East London. Buller accepted 

responsibility for clearing Natal and relieving ~adysrnith." 

Bullerfs tripartite strategy met disaster on al1 three 

fronts and ended in the series of defeats collectively known as 

"Black week", In the Cape midlands General French was able to 

hold the Colesberg district. He did not conduct any large-scale 

offensive operations and avoided heavy losses, General Gatacre 

was not so fortunate. Determined to stem the tide of invasion, 

Gatacre launched a counter attack against the Boers at Storrnberg 

Junction. The 10 December attack dissolved in confusion, and 600 

British soldiers were captured." 

On the western front General Metheunfs force suffered even 

greater losses, After pushing the Boers back £rom Belmont on 23 

November and Graspan two days later, Metheun advanced straight 

along the Western Railway against strong Boer positions. On 28 

November Metheun's force encountered a well entrenched Boer 
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position on the Modder River and suffered 500 casualties. On 11 

December Metheun ordered his troops into a simiiar head on 

action at Magersfontein and lost another 968 men." 

On 15 December General Euller launched his disastrous 

attack against Colenso. Buller's plan, which called for a 

frontal assault over exposed terrain in broad daylight against 

a well entrenched enemy position, was a disaster waiting to 

happen. The result was 145 officers and men killed, 754 wounded 

and 220 missing or captured." 

In the aftermath of his overwhelming defeat, Buller advised 

General White to surrender Ladysmith. News of this advice and 

the cumulative impact of the successive military defeats led the 

British government to replace General Buller as Commander in 

Chief in South Africa with General Lord Roberts. Lord Kitchener 

was named as Roberts's Chief of Staff. Roberts, who arrived in 

South Africa on 10 January, developed a new strategy. Although 

Roberts left General Buller to continue his efforts in Natal, 

the new commander, discarding the idea of fighting on several 

fronts, decided to concentrate his forces, move up the Western 

Railway to rel ieve Kimberley, then launch a massive eastward 

flank march against the Free state capital of Bloemfontein, £rom 

where he would advance north to the Transvaal capital O£ 

Pretoria, and finally secure the Delagoa Bay Railway, the Boers 

only line of communication with the outside world." 

Roberts's plan was well defined, comprehensive and daring. 

It had the advantage of surprise for, based on their experience, 

none of the Boer cornanders expected the British to leave the 

railway and launch a massive cross country march against 

Bloemfontein, If Roberts's plan was successful, he would capture 

al1 the major lines of communication, both Boer capitals, and 

would compel the Boers to withdraw f rom the periphery and de£ end 

their own territory, thereby relieving the pressure on the 

British colonies. 

By the end of February the strategy had been quite 

successful. Instead of marching stubbornly against the Boer 

strong points along the Western Railway, Roberts's unleashed 
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General French's Cavalry division in a wide e a s t w a r d  arc from 

Ramdam through Klip Drift to Dronfeld, penetrating far behind 

the Boer lines at Magersfontein and dissolving the siege of 

Kimberley on 15 February. Roberts then turned the bulk of h i s  

I'orce east and headed for Bloemfontein. On 27 February, t h e  

anniversary of the British defeat at Majuba in 1881, the 

Imperia1 troops captured General Cron je and 4000 Boers at 

Paardeberg. The next day General Buller finally relieved the 

besieged garrison at Ladysmith." 

There were some vulnerabilities in Roberts's plan. The most 

obvious weak point was the Western Railway, Roberts's one and 

only line of cornmunication. If the Boers cut this line, 

Roberts's force would be isolated in the Orange Free State, 

unable to bring up supplies or reinforcements. The rapid spread 

of Boer operations in the northwestern districts of Cape Colony 

threatened to sever Roberts's vital line and cut off his force. 

By the beginning of March there were over 2000 Boers and Cape 

rebels operating in the region west of the rail lineO2' 

To clear the area of Boer activity, Roberts ordered General 

Settle, the British commander at Orange River Station, and a 

force of 1600 men to march west. General Settle divided his 

force into three columns. The southern column, 450 men under 

Colonel Sir Charles Parsons, was to march £rom Victoria West to 

Carnarvon and Kenhardt. The centre column, 550 men led by 

Colonel Adye, was instructed to move £rom Britstown against the 

rebel base at Houwater. General Settle led the northern column 

of 600 men west £rom Orange River Station "to clear the river 

banks, hold the drifts and cut off Liebenberg", one of the Boer 

leaders. Al1 three columns were to converge and encircle the 

Boers. z z  

III 

D Battery was assigned to Colonel Parsons's colurnn for this 

operation. A t  noon on Sunday 4 March orders arrived at Green 

Point Camp for four guns of the Canadian artillery to entrain 

for the front. A s  Lieutenant-colonel Drury was not in camp, 

Major Hurdman, the next senior Canadian artillery officer, 
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detailed the right and centre sections of his battery for the 

mission." The excited gunners immediately packed their 

equiprnent and prepared to move out. Although they were upset 

about being left behind, Lieutenant Morrison's men, after taking 

the precaution of posting quards on their tents and harness to 

prevent their colleagues £rom filling any deficiencies by 

illegal requisition, fell in and helped the other sections to 

pack their geara2' Within an hour the two sections were ready to 

march to the train station, where they loaded their seventy- 

seven horses into nine horse cars and strapped their four guns, 

four ammunition wagons and three transport wagons ont0 six flat 

cars. l 5  

With Major Hurdman, Lieutenant McCrae and Lieutenant Van 

Tuyl comfortably housed in a f irst class car and the men stuffed 

into third class compartments, eight men in each, the train 

pulled out of Cape Town at 16:45 and slowly made its way north 

dong the single track through the dry, dusty countryside." The 

îxansportation service was very well organized and earned the 

praise of the Canadian officers. The train stopped at certain 

stations en route to feed and water the men and horses. At the 

stations Commissariat Sergeants provided each eight man 

cornpartment with a kilogram tin of "Bully Beef ", sixteen hard 
tack biscuits and a pot of tea." 

At 0 2 : 2 0  on 6 March D Battery's train pulled into Victoria 

Road, a srna11 town of four or five buildings located 672 

kilometres northeast of Cape Town. The men disembarked their 

guns at 05:30 and set up camp close to the railway. As there 

were reports of Boer activity in the vicinity, the unit prepared 

for potential enemy contact. At night armed sentries were posted 

with orders to shoot, and the limber ammunition was fuzed." On 

7 March the two Canadian artillery sections and a squadron of 

New Zealand Mounted Rifles marched fifteen kilometres to 

Victoria West, where they received a warm greeting £rom the 

British population. Approximately twenty British families served 

the troops tea, coffee and cake in the town square.'' 

There was some uneasiness in Victoria West. Although the 
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T o r o n t o  G l o b e ' s  J o h n  Ewan a n d  t h e  M o n t r e a l  S t a r ' s  H . S .  Whi te  

f i l e d  r e p o r t s  f r o m  Victoria  W e s t ,  n e i t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  r e p o r t e d  

t h e  C a n a d i a n  s o l d i e r s '  a p p r e h e n s i o n s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

g u n n e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  V i c t . o r i a  W e s t ,  Major A s t e n ,  t h e  comrnanding 

o f f i c e r  d u r i n g  C o l o n e l  P a r s o n s ' s  a b s e n c e ,  o r d e r e d  t h e  t w o  

a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n s  t o  set u p  camp i n  t h e  town s q u a r e .  A s  

V i c t o r i a  W e s t  was a v e r y  s m a l l  town c l o s e l y  s u r r o u n d e d  by h i g h  

h i l l s ,  t h e  e x p o s e d  town s q u a r e  w a s  a t e r r i b l e  c h o i c e  o f  p o s i t i o n  

f o r  a camp. G i v e n  t h a t  t h e  B o e r s  were r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  w i t h i n  

t h i r t y  k i l o m e t r e s  of Victoria  West, t h e  C a n a d i a n  t r o o p s  h a d  some 

s e r i o u s  m i s g i v i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  "1 h a v e  n e v e r  s p e n t  a 

more  u n c o r n f o r t a b l e  n i g h t  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  w e  encamped o n  t h e  

s q u a r e  w i t h  h i l l s  300 f e e t  h i g h  n o t  200 y a r d s  away" ,  w r o t e  

L i e u t e n a n t  McCrae. 

T h e  p l a c e  seems t o  a l 1  t h e  j u n i o r s  a r e g u l a r  d e a t h  
t r a p  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  h a v e  n o  S a y . .  .we were s h u t  
i n  w i t h  no  c h a n c e  t o  move i f  it were n e c e s s a r y  a n d  no 
p r o t e c t i o n  b u t  a f e w  c a r b i n e s  a n d  r e v o l v e r s . . . I  was 
g e n u i n e l y  a £  r a i d  o f  t h e  p l a c e . .  . w e  were a t  t h e  mercy 
o f  a d o z e n  r i f les  p r o p e r l y  p l a c e d . "  

McCrae's fears  were p l a c a t e d  when C o l o n e l  P a r s o n s  a r r i v e d  i n  

V i c t o r i a  W e s t  o n  8 March a n d ,  £ u r i o u s  w i t h  w h a t  h e  f o u n d ,  

i m m e d i a t e l y  o r d e r e d  t h e  camp t o  move o u t  o f  t h e  town.  The 

C a n a d i a n  g u n n e r s  were happy  t o  comply."  

Meanwhi le  t h e  l e f t  s e c t i o n  of D B a t t e r y  d i d  n o t  have t o  

w a i t  l o n g  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  u n i t .  On 6 March C o l o n e l  A d y e ' s  co lumn 

w a s  c h e c k e d  by L i e b e n b e r g ' s  f o r c e  n e a r  Houwater  a n d  s u £  f e r e d  

t w e n t y - o n e  c a s u a l t i e s .  Ala rmed  by t h i s  s e t b a c k ,  L o r d  R o b e r t s  

s e n t  L o r d  K i t c h e n e r  t o  D e  Aar t o  t a k e  comrnand o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

a n d  c a l l e d  u p  s t r o n g  r e i n f o r c e r n e n t s .  On 7 March M o r r i s o n ' s  men 

r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  e n t r a i n  for Vic tor ia  Road. They w e r e  f o l l o w e d  

o n  8 March by t h e  C a n a d i a n  Mounted R i f l e s ,  who had a r r i v e d  a t  

Cape Town a b o a r d  t h e  P o m e r a n i a n  o n  27  F e b r u a r y .  Two days l a t e r ,  

as M o r r i s o n ' s  men e n t e r e d  Victoria  W e s t ,  E Battery,  L i e u t e n a n t -  

C o l o n e l  D r u r y  a n d  t h e  B r i g a d e  D i v i s i o n  S t a f f  b o a r d e d  t h e  t r a i n  

f o r  Vic tor ia  Road. The  £ i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  C a r n a r v o n  F i e l d  

F o r c e ,  as P a r s o n s ' s  c o l u m n  w a s  known, i n c l u d e d  a s q u a d r o n  o f  N e w  

Z e a l a n d  Mounted R i f l e s ,  a s q u a d r o n  o f  W e s t  A u s t r a l i a n  Mounted 





Source:  Carman M i l l e r ,  Paint inp,  the Pfap Red, p.176. 

Note: Although l f i l l e r ' s  map i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  force 
advanced t o  Upington, i t  a c t u a l l y  h a l t e d  a t  
Kenhard t . 
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i n t o  t h e  d u s t  ahead" . "  When t h e  men h a l t e d  a t  18:OO t o  fo rm 

t h e i r  f i r s t  b i v o u a c  on  t h e  march ,  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  p1;int. p i c k e t  

p e g s  to mount t h e i r  h o r s e  l i n e s .  S i n c e  t h e  Karoo s o i 1  was so 

s a n d y ,  t h e  p i c k e t  p e g s  d i d  n o t  h o l d ,  a n d  t h e  h o r s e s  q u i c k l y  

p u l l e d  loose a n d  became e n t a n g l e d  i n  t h e  ropes . "  

The s e c o n d  day  of t h e  march was a l s o  v e r y  h o t  a n d  d u s t y .  

The men rose e a r l y  a n d  were on  t h e  r o a d  by 07: 3 0 .  A t  about 1 0 :  00  

t h e  column e n c o u n t e r e d  a s w a r m  o f  S o u t h  A£ r i c a n  l o c u s t s .  Some of 

t h e  i n s e c t s  were a s  l a r g e  as a  man ' s  f i n g e r .  The Canadian 

g u n n e r s  w e r e  amazed w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  c l o u d s  o f  A f r i c a n  

g r a s s h o p p e r s  that " c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  and  w e r e  so 

t h i c k  t h a t  t h e y  l ooked  l i k e  a r u s t y  fog". ' '  The men b ivouacked  

a t  1 6 : 0 0 ,  a t e  t h e  u s u a l  meal of " B u l l y  Beef", h a r d t a c k  b i s c u i t s  

and  c o f f e e ,  and  had a s h o r t  s l e e p ,  Having l e a r n e d  t h e i r  l e s s o n  

the p r e v i o u s  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  men a d o p t e d  a  new b i v o u a c  method. 

I n s t e a d  o f  e r e c t i n g  h o r s e  l i n e s ,  t h e  t r o o p s  " l a a g e r e d "  t h e i r  

guns  and  wagons,  t i e d  t h e  h o r s e s  t o  t h e  gun w h e e l s ,  and s l e p t  i n  

t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  m a k e s h i f t  e n c l o s u r e . "  The g u n n e r s  d i d  n o t  

p i t c h  a n y  t e n t s  on  t h e  march.  They s i m p l y  wrapped t h e m s e l v e s  i n  

t h e i r  b l a n k e t s  and  s l e p t  on  t h e  sand. 

To a v o i d  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  a f t e r n o o n  h e a t ,  t h e  men c o n t i n u e d  

t h e i r  t r e k  t h a t  n i g h t .  A f t e r  a b r i e f  two h o u r  s l e e p ,  t h e  men 

awoke, hooked up t h e i r  g u n s ,  and  moved o u t  by 20: 15. The m o o n l i t  

n i g h t s  were much more c o r n f o r t a b l e  t h a n  t h e  days a n d  t h e  column 

made good p r o g r e s s ,  t r a v e l l i n g  t w e n t y - s i x  k i l o m e t r e s  i n  six 

h o u r s ,  S t i l l  unaccus tomed t o  the r i g o u r s  o f  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  

men found  t h e  l o n g  h o u r s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  S e v e r a l  of t h e  g u n n e r s  

and d r i v e r s  f e l l  a s l e e p  on  t h e  march, some even t umbled  £rom 

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  and were n e a r l y  run o v e r  by t h e  guns .  T h e  column 

h a l t e d  a t  02:15 a n d  b ivouacked  a t  Pompionspoor t . "  

To g i v e  t h e  men and  h o r s e s  some res t ,  r e v e i l l e  w a s  sounded  

a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  09:00 t h e  n e x t  morn ing ,  a n d  t h e  men were 

o r d e r e d  t o  p e r f o r m  o n l y  t h e  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  camp c h o r e s ,  

such a s  f e e d i n g  t h e  h o r s e s .  The men hooked up t h e i r  g u n s  a t  

15:OO a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  march t h r o u g h  more h i l l y  c o u n t r y ,  

a r r i v i n g  a t  B e y e r s f o n t e i n ,  a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  o f  two h o u s e s ,  a p o s t  
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o f f i c e  a n d  a f e n c e d  i n  g r a v e y a r d ,  a t  18:OO." The o f f i c e r s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m a r c h  a f t e r  s u p p e r ,  b u t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  C a r n a r v o n  c o n v i n c e d  t h e m  t o  

b i v o u a c  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  m a i n t a i n  close c o n t a c t  w i t h  E B a t t e r y ,  

t h e  B r i g a d e  D i v i s i o n  S t a f f  a n d  t h e  West A u s t r a l i a n s ,  who were 

o n e  camp b e h i n d  D B a t t e r y ' s  c o l ~ r n n . ' ~  

On 1 6  March t h e  men awoke i n  t h e  pre-dawn d a r k n e s s  a n d  were 

o n  t h e  r o a d  by 0 6 :  00.  By t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  c o l u m n ' s  water s u p p l y  

became a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e .  T h e  very l i t t l e  w a t e r  

t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  Karoo d e s e r t  w a s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  fo r  drinking 

or  b a t h i n g .  " A t  p r e s e n t  f o u r  or  £ i v e  men are  n o t  v e r y  w e l l " ,  

wrote M a j o r  Hurdman. "They a re  n o t  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  t h e  water t h e y  

drink"." O t h e r  t h a n  b o i l i n g  t h e  f i l t h y  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  s t a g n a n t  

rnud f i l l e d  p u d d l e s  a n d  p o o l s  ( a n d  t h e  men d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  h a v e  

t i m e  o r  t h e  f u e l  t o  b o i l  t h e  wa te r ) ,  t h e r e  w a s  v e r y  l i t t l e  t h a t  

t h e  t h i r s t y  s o l d i e r s  c o u l d  d o  t o  p u r i f y  t h e i r  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  

W r i t i n g  t o  h i s  m o t h e r  i n  G u e l p h ,  G u n n e r  Cormack e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  

t h e  men " o f t e n  h a d  t o  d r i n k  s t u f f  much w o r s e  t h a n  t h e  water t h a t  

would  r u n  down Wyndham S t r e e t  a f t e r  a h e a v y  r a i n l ' . "  

The  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  b a t h i n g  w a s  n o t  much b e t t e r .  When t h e  

co lumn h a l t e d  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  1 6  March,  t h e  men, who h a d  n o t  

b e e n  o u t  of t h e i r  c l o t h e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  w e n t  f o r  a s w i m  i n  

t h e  n e a r b y  p o n d .  " I t  was a r e g u l a r  mud h o l e " ,  w r o t e  a n  

exasperated L i e u t e n a n t  McCrae, "a p u d d l e  t h a t  would  compare w i t h  

a n y  s t a g n a n t  p u d d i e  y o u  ever saw; a l1  a d a r k ,  d a r k  brown- a s  y o u  

p i c k  it u p  i n  y o u r  palm you c a n  a c t u a l l y  see it a s  a s o l u t i o n  o f  

s a n d ,  W e  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  clear water s i n c e  we ~ a r n e " . ' ~  

T h e  c o l u m n  e n t e r e d  C a r n a r v o n  a t  10:45 o n  a b l a z i n g  h o t  St. 

P a t r i c k ' s  d a y .  L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n  d e s c r i b e d  C a r n a r v o n  as a n  

" o r i e n t a l  l o o k i n g  town p l a n t e d  down i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of t h e  Karoo" 

w i t h  "a few small s h a d e  trees, t w o  q u i t e  handsorne c h u r c h e s " ,  

s e v e r a l  " low f l a t  r o o f e d  s t u c c o  s t r u c t u r e s  p a i n t e d  w h i t e "  a n d  

some " r a w  red s h a c k s  o f  u n b u r n e d  b r i c k  plastered with mud" ." 
A l t h o u g h  t h e  r e b e l s  h a d  b e e n  i n  Carnarvon, h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  

t r e n c h e s  and b r e a s t w o r k s  w i t h  s a n d b a g s ,  and h a d  r e p o r t e d l y  q i v e n  

t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  t o  l e a v e ,  when t h e  f i e l d  f o r c e  
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e n t e r e d  t h e  t o w n ,  t h e  r e b e l s  h a d  r e t r e a t e d  a n d  were no  w h e r e  t o  

b e  s e e n .  '' The  co lumn m a r c h e d  t h r o u g h  Carnarvor i ,  unhooked  t h e i r  

g u n s  a n d  set u p  camp o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  town.  E B a t t e r y ,  

t h e  R . C . A .  S t a f f  a n d  t h e  W e s t  A u s t r a l i a n s  made a n  e x t r a  p u s h  a n d  

a r r i v e d  i n  C a r n a r v o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A l  t h o u g h  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  p r e p a r e d  tea a n d  j a m  s a n d w i c h e s  

f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  J o h n  Ewan ' s  r e m a r k  t h a t  " t h e  r e c e p t i o n  

a f f o r d e d  t h e  t r o o p s  a t  C a r n a r v o n  w a s  o f  the h e a r t i e s t  

d e s c r i p t i o n " "  was a n  e x a g g e r a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  T.G. M a r q u i s ' s  

a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  B r i t i s h  f l a g  w a s  much i n  e v i d e n c e " ,  t h e  

scarcity of Union J a c k s  w a s  o n l y  t h e  c l e a r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  

m o s t  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were e i t h e r  n e u t r a l  or  q u i e t l y  

s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  Boer  c a u s e . "  The  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e ,  " t h e  l a s t  

l o y a l  o f f i c i a 1  i n  t h e  t o w n " ,  t o l d  t h e  C a n a d i a n  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  

" t h e  w h o l e  town was r o t t e n  w i t h  s e d i t i o n " .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

C h i e f ,  t h e r e  were o n l y  t h i r t y - s i x  l o y a l  men i n  t h e  town o f  1 5 0 0  

p e o p l e O 5 '  Walter B a p t y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a t  C a r n a r v o n  was 

e v e n  smaller t h a n  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a t  V i c t o r i a  West, w h i c h  had  b e e n  

h o s t e d  by o n l y  t w e n t y  f a m i l i e s . "  

The  men were e x t r e m e l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c t i o n .  

They h a d  e x p e c t e d  t h e  r e b e l s  t o  make a s t a n d  a n d  f i g h t .  "The 

b o y s  are  a n x i o u s  t o  g e t  i n t o  a n  e n g a g e m e n t " ,  wrote o n e  g u n n e r ,  

"and  are  t i r e d  of w a i t i n g  a r o u n d  a n d  h a v e  n o  f i g h t i n g .  T h e r e  is 

a p i e c e  i n  t h e  Cape Times  where it s a y s  t h a t  i f  w e  d o  n o t  s o o n  

h a v e  a f i g h t  t h a t  w e  w i l l  s t a r t  a l i t t l e  war o f  Our o ~ n " ! ~ ~  

"Wors t  o f  a l f " ,  a d d e d  L i e u t e n a n t  McCrae, " o u r  c h a n c e s  of a f i g h t  

g e t  dimmer a n d  more  d i s t a n t .  W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  Canada 

w i t h o u t  a s c r a p "  

A r r i v i n g  with t h e  R.C.A.  S t a f f ,  Surgeon-Major  W o r t h i n g t o n  

i r n m e d i a t e l y  b u s i e d  b i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  s i c k  a n d  

e x h a u s t e d  men. The  f o u r  d a y  j o u r n e y  h a d  t a k e n  i ts  t o l l  on  t h e  

men and s e v e r a l  s o l d i e r s  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  sunstroke, h e a t  

e x h a u s t i o n  or d y s e n t e r y .  W o r t h i n g t o n  c o m a n d e e r e d  a n  u n u s e d  

b u i l d i n g  a n d  r i g g e d  u p  a m a k e s h i f t  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  more s e r i o u s  

cases. The  co lumn h a d  t o  l e a v e  t e n  sick C a n a d i a n s  a t  

C a r n a r v o n .  I' 



On Sunday 18 March t h e  Canad ian  t r o o p s  a t t e n d e d  a mandatory  

church parade. Reverend  Cox l ed  t h e  communion s e r v i c e ,  u s i n g  a 

w a s h s t a n d  c o v e r e d  by a c l o t h  for h i s  a l t a r .  The men were not 

happy w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  h o l d  a c h u r c h  p a r a d e  i n  t h e  

s w e l t e r i n g  h e a t .  I n  f a c t ,  it was so h o t  t h a t  o n e  D B a t t e r y  mail 

dropped w i t h  a " t o u c h  o f   un".^' L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n  a s s e r t e d  

t h a t  t h e  men c o u l d  u s e  a d a y  o f  rest :  

No matter how t i r e d  t h e  men a r e  o r  how b a d l y  t h e y  want  
a rest  t h e r e  are a l w a y s  some of t h e  numerous c h a p l a i n s  
a r o u n d  t o  whee l  them up on  a Sunday morn ing  f o r  c h u r c h  
p a r a d e .  You m i g h t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a f t e r  b e i n g  on  
r o u t e  march f o r  a week, t h e  men would have  been  
a l l o w e d  t o  sleep i n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  t h e y  have  camped. 
B u t  n o . , , t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a r e  a i l  r i g h t ,  
b u t  a l i t t l e  common s e n s e  i s  n o t  a bad  t h i n g  i n  i t s  
way. If t h e  c h u r c h  p a r a d e s  were h e l d  i n  t h e  c o o l  o f  
t h e  e v e n i n g  it would n o t  be  so bad ,  b u t  f rom 1 0  t o  
llarn i s  a b o u t  t h e  warmest  t i m e  of t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  b r e e z e  comes up." 

I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  a s  t h e  men c a u g h t  u p  on  t h e i r  s l e e p ,  

w r o t e  le t ters  home, o r  o r g a n i z e d  t h e i r  k i t ,  t h e  camp w a s  h i t  

w i t h  a s t r o n g  s a n d  s t o r m .  The s a n d  b lew al1 a f t e r n o o n  and  

c o v e r e d  e v e r y t h i n g .  " A t  mess" ,  L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n  n o t e d ,  "you 

c o u l d  h e a r  y o u r  spoon  r a s p i n g  on  t h e  s a n d  i n  t h e  p l a t e .  The j a m  

had  a f i l m  o f  d u s t  o v e r  it and  t h e  c o f f e e  w a s  n e a r l y  f u l l  of 

sand bars"." "Tf you c o u l d  see Eaton, Morrison and m e " ,  

L i e u t e n a n t  M c C r a e  e l a b o r a t e d ,  

s i t t i n g  i n  a t e n t ,  c l o s e d  up ;  h o l d i n g  down t h e  c u r t a i n  
t o  keep it f r o m  b lowing  away, a n d  t h e  t e n t  s h a k i n g  
l i k e  a ship'a s a i l -  a n d  t h e  d u s t  i n s i d e  s o  t h i c k  t h a t  
you  c a n  see o n l y  d i m l y  a c r o s s  t h e  t e n t -  t h i s  is n o t  
e x a g g e r a t e d  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t -  e v e r y t h i n g  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
a l a y e r  o f  l i g h t  y e l l o w i s h - r e d  d u s t -  you have  some 
sort of a n  i d e a  o f  a sand s to rm."  

I n  s h o r t ,  the Canad ian  g u n n e r s  w e r e  n o t  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  South 

A f r i c a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .  " T r u l y  s p e a k i n g " ,  L i e u t e n a n t  McCrae 

c o n t i n u e d ,  "of Our 80 m i l e  march j u s t  f i n i s h e d ,  1 h a v e  n e v e r  

dreamed o f  a more f o r s a k e n  d e s e r t  c o u n t r y " . "  Gunner  Edgar  

Spar row w a s  e v e n  more b l u n t :  "1 h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  q u i t e  a l i t t l e " ,  

h e  w r o t e ,  "and would n o t  g i v e  a n  O n t a r i o  b a c k y a r d  f o r  a t h o u s a n d  

acres h e r e "  ." 
Whi le  t h e  Canadian g u n n e r s  s o u g h t  s h e l t e r  £rom t h e  Sun and  



85 

sand, Colonel Parsons planned the next stage of the operation. 

The town of Kenhardt, 125 kilometres to the northwest, was the 

objective. Tu increase the column's mobility, Parsons divided 

his force into two bodies. A flying column, consisting of 

Lieutenant McCraers right section of " O "  Battery, a squadron of 

Canadian Mounted Rifles, a squadron of New Zealand Mounted 

Rifles and two transport wagons, was ordered to push ahead to 

Kenhardt to surprise the rebels and join up with Kitchener and 

Adye's column. The rest of the troops, D and E Batteries, the 

R.C.A. Staff, a squadron of Canadian Mounted Rifles, the 

Imperia1 Yeomanry and the West Australians, were to follow, with 

fifty-seven transport wagons, under Lieutenant-colonel Drury's 

command. " 
IV 

The flying column left Carnarvon at 17:45 on 19 March. 

Travelling at night, the force covered eighty-five kilometres in 

thirty-eight hours and reached Van Wyk's Vlei, a village 

described by Lieutenant McCrae as a "very desolate hole" of "a 

dozen mud huts and a store scattered over the plain", at 08:OO 

on 21 March." Under the direction of Major Craddock of the New 

Zealand Mounted Rif les, the men spent the day setting up camp 

and tending to the horses. Since the rebels had already attacked 

and ransacked Van Wyk's Vlei, the village was quite deserted. 

The officers received permission £rom a fleeing resident to use 

his vacated house as an officers' mess. Although the owner had 

emptied the house, it contained an old piano, which the of f i cer s  

used to provide some evening entertainment." 

After spending a quiet day in camp to rest the men and 

horses, on 23 March the troops awoke at 0 4 : 0 0 ,  struck their 

tents, and continued their advance to Kenhardt. The colurnn 

halted that afternoon in De Naauwte, "a miserable one house 

village on top of a slight rise", thirty-two kilometres 

northwest of Van Wyk's Vlei. At 19: 00 Colonel Parsons, his staff 

and another troop of Canadian Mounted Rifles joined the flying 

column in De Naauwte." Shortly after the flying column arrived 

in the village, it started to rain heavily. The torrential 
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downpour continued for three days and transformed the sunbaked 

desert floor into a sea of mud. The rain, reportedly the 

heaviest the region had s e e n  in ten years, inundated the 

Oliphant's River, submerged the roads under several centimetres, 

and in some places nearly a metre, of water and delayed the 

column's advance for four days." 

The men had very little shelter f rom the storm. Assigned to 

tents that offered little protection £rom the mounting flood 

waters, the troops became thoroughly soaked. The officers spent 

the first night in the abandoned house. Colonel Parsons took the 

bedroom and the other off icers bunked on the f loor. Although the 

house was much drier than the men's tents, it was infested with 

"vermin" and the officers "got we11 bitten"." On 24 March 

Colonel Parsons's staff claimed the house for itself and 

Lieutenant McCrae joined his men in the waterlogged camp." 

The heavy rains severed the column's lines of communication 

and supply causing shortages of forage and rations. The horses 

were placed on a reduced diet of wheat and chaff. The men ran 

short of "Bully Beef" and hardtack biscuits, but supplemented 

their rations by "commandeering" ten sheep £rom a nearby 

f lock." 

v 
The main body of the column was a little more fortunate. It 

left Carnarvon at 05:  30 on 21 March. Despite the slow Pace of 

the transport wagons, Drury's force made good time and arrived 

in Van Wyk's Vlei at 08:00  on 23 March, only two hours after the 

flying column had pulled out. Fortunately for the troops, when 

the downpour commenced in the mid afternoon, there were plenty 

of buildings to provide shelter. The off icers moved into a small 

abandoned cottage and occupied the cells in the village jail. 

The men sought cover in the nearby houses, many of which had 

been vacated." Lieutenant Morrison secured permission for his 

section to move into the largest house in the village. The 

gunners bunked in the dining room, kitchen, carriage house and 

lumber gamet." The other troops huddled into the small mud 

houses, crarnrning up to thirty-£ive men in each 3.6 by 4.5 metre 
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room.r '  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  were n o t  l u x u r i o u s ,  

L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n  was c o r r e c t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  men " w e r e  

i n  g r e a t  l u c k  t o  h a v e  been  c a u g h t  by t h e  s t o r m  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  

h o u s e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  g r o u n d  w a s  so s o f t ,  s o  l i q u i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  

t e n t s  would n o t  s t a n d  f o r  a moment a n d  t h e  men would  h a v e  been 

e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  w e a t h e r  w i t h o u t  e v e n  a d r y  p l a c e  t o  l i e  d ~ w n " . ' ~  

The g u n n e r s  in t h e  a d v a n c e  colurnn knew t h i s  a l 1  t o o  w e l l .  

T h e  main  body was  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  s h e l t e r e d  f r o m  t h e  

e l e m e n t s ,  f o r  t h e  men h a d  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  camp d u t i e s .  The 

w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  made t h e  m e n ' s  work more trying and 

u n c o r n f o r t a b l e .  F o r  example, t h e  h o r s e s  had  no s h e l t e r  a n d  s t o o d  

i n  h a l f  a m e t r e  o f  mud a n d  water. When t h e  men awoke a t  04:OO t o  

feed t h e  a n i m a l s ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  h a d  t o  wade t h r o u g h  t h i s  k n e e  

d e e p  m i r e  t o  r e a c h  t h e  h o r s e  l l n e s .  To k e e p  t h e i r  f o o t w e a r  a n d  

c l o t h i n g  d r y ,  m o s t  men removed t h e i r  b o o t s  a n d  s o c k s ,  r o l l e d  

t h e i r  p a n t s  a b o v e  t h e i r  k n e e s ,  a n d  worked i n  t h e i r  bare feet. 

The o u t p o s t  s e n t r i e s  a n d  p a t r o l s  f o l l o w e d  t h e i r  example. To 

e s c a p e  t h e  mud and  water ,  t h e  g u a r d s  a s s i g n e d  t o  w a t c h  t h e  g u n s  

and wagons c l i m b e d  on t o p  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t ,  b u t  w e r e  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h o r o u g h l y  s o a k e d  by t h e  downpour ."  

D r u r y  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  t r e k  a t  06:OO o n  2 4  March,  

b u t ,  a s  was t h e  case w i t h  t h e  f l y i n g  c o l u m n ,  t h e  h e a v y  r a i n  

t r a n s f o r r n e d  t h e  r o a d s  i n t o  swamps a n d  delayed t h e  advance f o r  

s e v e r a l  d a y s .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  men s p e n t  t h e  r a i n y  d a y  moving t h e  

g u n s ,  wagons a n d  h o r s e s  t o  a d r i e r  l o c a t i o n ,  " o r  r a t h e r " ,  a s  

L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n  c o n c e d e d ,  "a s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  mud h a d  n o t  b e e n  

c h u r n e d  up so much" ." To k e e p  t h e  h o r s e s  r e l a t i v e l y  d r y  a n d  

c o r n f o r t a b l e ,  t h e  mudcaked men d u g  d r a i n a g e  t r e n c h e s  a r o u n d  t h e  

new h o r s e  l i n e s .  

W h i l e  t h e  men s l o g g e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  camp c h o r e s ,  S u r g e o n  

Major W o r t h i n g t o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t e m p o r a r y  h o s p i t a l  ward  i n  t h e  

v i l l a g e  c o u r t  h o u s e .  S e v e r a l  men r e q u i r e d  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n .  

A l t h o u g h  m o s t  of them s u f f e r e d  f r o m  d y s e n t e r y ,  Gunner  H o p k i n s  

r e q u i r e d  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  a g u n s h o t  wound t h a t  he s u s t a i n e d  w h i l e  

c l e a n i n g  C a p t a i n  E a t o n ' s  r e v o l v e r .  The  b u l l e t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  

H o p k i n s ' s  k n e e  a n d  l e f t  a n  u g l y  wound, b u t  h e  r e c o v e r e d  
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alright .15 

Although the storm severed the column's lines of 

communication and praduced some food shortages, on 25 March 

Lieutenant Morrison's men acquired some chickens, sheep and 

cocoa and prepored a sumptuous dinner for their section. ~ r h e  

meal was a refreshing change from the staple diet of hard tack 

and Bully Beef. After the "feast", the men spent a pleasant hour 

together singing songs, smoking tobacco and speculating about 

their chances for combat.'' The next morning the rain finally 

stopped, but the roads were so waterlogged that Drury decided to 

wait until the next afternoon to continue the advance. Meanwhile 

the men moved the horses to a grave1 ridge a few hundred metres 

outside the camp to allow the animals to dry off." 

VI 

On 27 March the flying column pulled out of De Naauwte and 

Look seven hours to cross the swollen Oliphant's River, which 

was 450 metres wide and over a metre deep. A s  the water was too 

deep for the transport mules, Major Craddock ordered Lieutenant 

McCrae to hook the larger artillery horses to the two heavy 

wagons. Nevertheless, the New Zealanders baggage wagon, which 

carried the colurnn's water tank with two tons of water and other 

equipment, sank into the soft riverbed and became mired to the 

top of the wheels. Taking charge o f  the situation, Lieutenant 

McCrae jumped into the water, ordered the men to hook another 

six horses to the transport team, and helped to push the wagon 

free. Following their officer's example, the gunners stripped 

off their boots, socks and pants and assisted the African 

drivers to push the wagons across the river. McCrae climbed on 

his horse and led the men across the river with each gun and 

wagon. 

This exhausting work was made more difficult by the 

slippery surface O£ the riverbed. While pushing the wagons, many 

of the men lost their footing and dunked themselves into the 

river. On the second trip back across the river Lieutenant 

McCrae's horse, "Old Jack", stumbled and pinned McCrae under 

water. Although the water at this point was less than a metre 
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deep, McCrae could not escape £rom beneath his mount and was in 

danger of drowning. Two CMR men rushed to McCrae's assistance, 

while a third man held Jack's head above the water until thc 

animal could regain its footing. McCrae's willingness to roll up 

his sleeves and "get into the game" earned the admiration and 

respect of his men." 

From 28 March to 31 March the column continued the advance 

to Kenhardt. Frustrated with their lack of combat, irritated by 

their wet clothes, uncomfortable campsites, reduced rations, 

lack of clean drinking water and deteriorating horses, and 

enraged by the discovery that the rebels had poisoned the wells 

and evicted loyalist families, includinq women and children, 

from their homes, the Canadian gunners were determined to punish 

the Boers, "It makes one's blood boil to get at the authors of 

the trouble", wrote one ~oldier.'~ 

Previous historians have overlooked the destructive nature 

of the Karoo campaign, A s  the rebels withdrew and eluded the 

flying column, the Canadians adopted alternative tactics. In 

fact, the march to Kenhardt is an early example of the anti- 

guerilla tactics introduced by Lords Roberts and Kitchener in 

the later phases of the war. "On this march we passed a number 

of Boer houses, most of the inhabitants having fled and the men 

off fighting", explained Gunner Cormack: 

We at once went to work and took possession of 
everything we could lay Our hands on. After taking al1 
we could get in the way of wheat, straw, oats- not to 
forget chickens, and some times there were lots of 
them- we would smash down their houses and in some 
cases burn them to the ground." 

Lieutenant McCrae confirmed theae activities when he noted that 

on 30 March his men "burnt a house with rebel property"." These 

operations provided the flying column with much needed supplies, 

struck at the rebels' means of subsistence and provided an 

outlet for the gunners' pent up frustrations. 

At 17:OO on 31 March the flying column entered Kenhardt, 

described by McCrae as "a miserable spot" with one store, "the 

usual brown houses, dust and no good water ~upply".'~ The town 

was largely deserted and there was no welcoming cornmittee. A t  



07:OO the next morning the column marched to the residency and 

formed up in hollow square for a victory parade. The men 

presented arms as the Union Jack was raised and the buglers 

played a flourish. The parade closed with a rendition of "God 

Save the Queen" and three cheers for Queen Victoria and the 

British Empire." 

Some trouble in Kenhardt sparked serious tensions between 

the Canadian troops and the British Staff officers. Since no 

newspaper correspondents accompanied the flying column, no 

reports of this trouble appeared in the press. Nor did 

Lieutenant McCrae inform his military superiors in Ottawa, 

perhaps because he felt that the incidents were too 

controversial or that the troubles did not reflect favourably on 

either his men or his leadership. Canadian scholars have 

therefore overlooked the trouble in Kenhardt. The soldiers' 

private letters and persona1 diaries, however, provide some 

interesting insight into the controversy. 

The first incident involved looting and the consumption of 

liquor. Aware that their men might seek to blow off some steam, 

Lieutenant McCrae and Captain A.C. MacDonell of the Canadian 

Mounted Rifles asked the British Staff within thirty minutes of 

arriving in Kenhardt to post a guard on the hotel. The Staff 

rejected the request. O n  2 April some of the Canadians broke 

into the abandoned hotel and discovered a large cache of 

alcohol. "In one room was al1 kinds of booze", wrote one 

soldier. 

Whisky, beer, wine, brandy and Cape smoke- which is 
£ire water- which soon found a place in many of Our 
stomachs, subsequently affecting our heads. We had a 
good t ime . '' 

Four Canadian soldiers were caught in the hotel, Gunner Cornett 

of D Battery was charged with looting, Gunner Sutton and two CMR 

men were arrested for being drunk and insubordinate ." The 
British staff reacted very severely and confined al1 the 

Canadian troops to camp. Colonel Parsons threatened to send the 

Canadians back to Cape Town in disgrace." 

Lieutenant McCrae had a mixed reaction to this incident. On 



one hand, he blamed the Staff for refusing his request to put a 

guard on the hotel." On the other hand, he took swift steps to 

punish the wrongdoers. McCrae felt that this was necessary to 

prevent a repetition of these =vents and to preserve Canada's 

reputation. As he explained, 

1 judge it necessary to bring the men up for example's 
sake.. .it is not nice to send men up for court martial 
but it has to be done and 1 will not relax for a 
single instant. We are not paying the price of 
Hurdman- eternal threats...I am Ietting the men 
understand as far as 1 can that w e  need a heavy 
sentence now to serve Canada's reputation. . .I think if 
w e  have bad apples arnong us and do our best and hand 
them up for severe punishment, that it is not fair to 
stigmatize the whole force." 

On 5 April the court martial found Gunner Cornett not guilty, 

but sentenced Gunner Sutton and the two CMR men to eighty-four 

days imprisonment and hard labour." 

In the meantime, however, the tensions between the Canadian 

troops and t h e  British Staff became much worse. This incident 

concerned the water supply. When the flying column arrived in 

Kenhardt, the British Staff cornrnandeered al1 the clean water 

tanks in the village for itself. While the Staff officers bathed 

and washed their clothes in clean water, the Canadian officers 

and men had nothing to drink except the muddy river water in the 

watercarts. A s  the Canadians did not have the proper facilities 

or utensils to boil their water in sufficient quantities, many 

of the men had to drink the dirty water and consequently became 

ill. A s  if this was not bad enough, on 3 April  the British Staff 

Surgeon rode into t h e  Canadian camp and scolded the Canadian 

soldiers for drinking the dirty water, referring to the gunners 

as "darnn fools". Even Lieutenant McCrae, who had been quite co- 

operative with the British Staff on the looting incident, was 

outraged by this episode and was very critical of the British 

officers." McCrae was so upset with the Staff's actions that he 

expressed some understanding with the Canadian soldiers who had 

looted the liquor in the hotel, for there was nothing else to 

dr ink ! '' 
The troubles in Kenhardt raise the larger issue of Canadian 
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and City Imperial Volunteers."' "Tt makes me feel like 

sweawing", snapped Lieutenant McCrae. "They get on so we11 

chiefly, 1 think, because so many of the officers are men of 

influence. They allow the gentlemen who are enlisted in the 

ranks to have 1st class carriages and to order their meals ahead 

at the restaurants- an utter mistake 1 am sure".lO' Criticizing 

the demonstration of favouritism, Gunner Lett exclaimed that 

"something was wrong or we would have fared as well as the 

Imperial ~eomanry".'~' Similarly, the Canadian gunners denounced 

the British practice of counting only the number of officers 

lost in battle. To the Canadian gunners, such  petty social and 

class distinctions seemed "peculiar" and inhumane."' 

McCrae's section remained in Kenhardt until 8 April, when 

it started its long return march to Victoria Road Station, which 

was reached on 17 April."' 

VI1 

Meanwhile on 27 March Drury's force had advanced to the 

Oliphant's River, but could not get the heavy transports across 

t h e  swollen waterway, The column camped beside the river for 

three days and waited for the water level to drop. The men spent 

the days quietly in camp and passed the evenings with fire side 

sing-songs.'" Since the roads remained impassable for the 

transport wagons and since the column ran short of supplies, on 

30 March Drury led the force back to Van Wyk's Vlei, where he 

hoped to meet any supplies that had been sent £rom t h e  rail 

1 ine. l a '  

Unfortunately for the men and horses there were very few 

supplies at Van Wyk's Vlei. The village stores were sold out of 

everything except writing ink and clothes pins, and, like the 

military, the stores could not secure additional supplies due to 

the poor roads, The horses and men remained on reduced rations 

and grew weaker, The starving horses were given a handful of 

wheat and chaff per day, Despite one Gunner's reassurance to his 

concerned parents that "we are getting fat on hard tack, canned 

beef and coffee", the reduced rations, which consisted of haLf 

a hard tack and coffee in the morning and the same at night, 
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t o o k  t h e i r  t o l l  o n  t h e  men."' "You know t h a t  1 used t o  weigh 

1 9 0  [ l b s l " ,  wrote o n e  g u n n e r ,  " w e l l  i f  1 w a s  t o  jump o n  a scale  

now 1 m i g h t  go a h u n d r e d .  A l 1  j o k e s  a s i d e  1 am as t h i n  a s  if I 

h a d  b e e n  w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  t y p h o i d  f e v e r W . " l  

Tempers  g r e w  s h o r t  a s  t h e  r e d u c e d  r a t i o n s  a n d  p o o l  water 

s u p p l y  s e n t  u p  t o  f i f t y  men t o  h o s p i t a l . " '  The men s u p p l e m e n t e d  

t h e i r  m e a g r e  d i e t s  w i t h  b o i l e d  w h e a t  c a k e s  made £rom t h e  same 

w h e a t  t h a t  was f e d  t o  t h e  h o r s e s .  W h i l e  s o m e  o f  t h e  men r e a l l y  

e n j o y e d  t h i s  " t r e a t " ,  o t h e r s  were n o t  i m p r e s s e d .  "We c a l l e d  t h e m  

[ t h e  c a k e s 1  k n o c k o u t s " ,  n o t e d  o n e  d r i v e r ,  " f o r  1 a m  sure you 

c o u l d  k i l l  a man w i t h  o n e  o f  them"." '  

O n  1 A p r i l  D B a t t e r y  s u i f e r e d  i t s  f i r s t  f a t a l i t y  o f  t h e  

w a r .  W h i l e  t h e  men were w a t e r i n g  t h e  h o r s e s  a t  a n e a r b y  dam, 

D r i v e r  R o b e r t  B r a d l e y  a n d  his h o r s e  f e l l  i n t o  some d e e p  w a t e r .  

B r a d l e y  w a s  t h r o w n  f rom t h e  h o r s e  a n d ,  u n a b l e  t o  s w i m ,  h e  c a l l e d  

f o r  h e l p .  H a l  Walters, a n  O t t a w a  f i r e m a n ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  jumped t o  

B r a d l e y ' s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  Walters c o u l d  p u l l  his f r i e n d  

t o  s a f e t y ,  B r a d l e y  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  g r a s p  a n d  s a n k .  A s  t h e  

men o n  s h o r e  p u l l e d  t h e  h o r s e  t o  s a f e t y ,  a d o z e n  o t h e r s  d o v e  

i n t o  t h e  water t o  search f o r  B r a d l e y .  A t  l a s t  a W e s t  A u s t r a l i a n ,  

Thomas F i r n e ,  found B r a d l e y  f i f t e e n  f ee t  b e l o w  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  

p u l l e d  him a s h o r e .  T h e  d o c t o r s  were a b l e  t o  r e s u s c i t a t e  t h e  

C a n a d i a n  d r i v e r ,  b u t  h e  n e v e r  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d  £rom t h e  o r d e a l .  

H e  d i e d  o f  r e s p i r a t o r y  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  t h e  same n i g h t . " '  

B r a d l e y ,  a t w e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r  o ld  m a r r i e d  O t t a w a  f a c t o r y  

w o r k e r ,  a n d  f a t h e r  o f  t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  w a s  b u r i e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  The 

b a t t e r y  o f f i c e r s  s e l e c t e d  a g r a v e  s i te  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  a stony 

k o p j e .  The  men c l e a r e d  a p a t h w a y  t o  t h e  g r a v e ,  l i n i n g  e a c h  side 

w i t h  s t o n e s ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s t o n e  k r a a l  a r o u n d  t h e  s i t e .  One 

of t h e  s t o n e  c u t t e r s  i n  t h e  b a t t e r y  c a r v e d  a h e a d s t o n e ,  w h i l e  

s o m e  o t h e r  men c o n s t r u c t e d  a coffin. T h e  e n t i r e  co lumn turned 

o u t  for t h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  w a s  l e d  by R e v e r e n d  C o x .  A s  

t h e  c o f f i n  was c a r r i e d  t o  i t s  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  place,  t h e  

t r u m p e t e r s  s o u n d e d  t h e  salute, t h e  escort p r e s e n t e d  a r m s ,  a n d  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  men snapped t o  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s a l u t e d  t h e i r  

f a l l e n  c o m r a d e .  A f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  t h r e e  v o l l e y s  w e r e  f i r e d  o v e r  
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the grave and the trumpeters sounded the "Last Post".l15 

Since Kenhardt had been captured without resistance and the 

rebels had dispersed, on 4 April Drury's cohmn started its 

three day return march to Carnarvon. The force moved at a slow 

pace. To conserve the emaciated horses' strength, the men 

dismounted and walked the exhausted animals. Despite the 

exertions of the African drivers, the transports became mired at 

the soft muddy stream crossings. In some cases the gunners had 

to fa11 back and assist the native drivers to pull the wagons 

free. The soldiers attached dragropes to the transports and 

tugged, while the drivers cracked their whips and shouted 

encouragement to the mule and oxen teams. 

The 118 native African drivers and labourers in Drury's 

force performed very important, though unglamorous, work. 

Previous historians have overlooked the Canadian soldiers' 

attitudes toward the African population. Although the Canadian 

officers resented the snobbish, condescending and arrogant 

attitudes of their British counterparts, the Canadian officers 

accepted the racist racial and social hierarchy that they found 

in South A£ rica. For example, one Canadian off icer spoke of a 

chain of command descending "£rom CIomandingl O[fficerls down 

to nigger drivers"ll', clearly implying that the black African 

drivers were ranked lower than the white Canadian gunners and 

drivers, and that the native drivers were ranked lower simply 

because they were black Africans. In practice this meant that 

the African men were subjected to different treatment than the 

white soldiers. For example, although the lash was outlawed in 

the army, Lieutenant-colonel Drury applied this brutal form of 

punishment to A£ rican drivers and labourers. 11' Conf irming the 

racist notions behind this double standard, Lieutenant Morrison 

claimed that the lash "1s the only punishment the thievish 

K a £  f ir understands" . 11' 
Although some of the enlisted men also acknowledged and 

accepted the racist social hierarchy, others were more inclined 

to see the native Africans as feilow men. For example, some of 

the Canadian enlisted men expressed shock and horror at the 
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sight of African workers being lashed on the back with a 

sjambok."' Moreover, many of Lhe enlisted men freely associated 

with the native population. For example, John Quinney, the 

Ottawa drill instructor, found that the African children 

reminded him of his pupils in Canada. Quinney took time out of 

his schedule to teach some of the African children a few drill 

lessons. Although Quinney could not speak their language, nor 

they his, Quinney used sign language. He noted that the children 

"were very bright" and made good progress."' 

At 10:30 on 6 April Drury's column pulled into Carnarvon. 

The men revelled in the relative luxury of the place. Despite 

the high prices, the gunners immediately purchased food in the 

town stores. That night several D Battery men got drunk on Cape 

Brandy and caused a disturbance in the town. The next morning 

the townspeople inspected the troops to identify the guilty 

parties.lZ1 Although the men expected to secure a good supply of 

forage for the horses at Carnarvon, they received only half 

rations of straw and oats.lZz 

On 8 April Drury's force continued its march to De Aar via 

Vosburg and Britstown. While the terrain was more fertile on 

this last leg of the march, the horses continued to suffer £rom 

a shortage of food. By the time that the colurnn reached its camp 

outside of De Aar on 13 April, seven D Battery horses had died 

and the rest were very weak. The gunners spent Good Friday 

preparing for their march into De Aar. They bathed in the Brak 

River, polished the guns, and cleaned and repacked al1 of their 

equipment to demonstrate to their British counterparts that 

"though they had been in the Karoo for six weeks it could not 

take the gloss off them"."' Unfortunately for the gunners a 

heavy rainstorm that night spoiled their plans. The drenched and 

mudspattered troops tramped into De Aar at 08:OO on 14 April. 

VI11 

The six week Karoo carnpaign was D Battery's first operation 

of the war. It was a demoralizing introduction to active 

service. The gunners marched up to 800 kilometres through some 

of the most inhospitable terrain in South Africa. The hard work, 
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extreme w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s h o r t a g e  o f  f o o d  a n d  lack of c l e a n  

d r i n k i n g  water c a u s e d  s i c k n e s s  a n d  d e p l e t e d  t h e  r a n k s .  T h e  

s c a r c i t y  o f  f o r a g e  t o o k  i t s  t o l l  o n  t h e  h o r s e s .  ü a a t t e r y  l o s t  

a t o t a l  o f  t w e l v e  h o r s e s  o n  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  To many o f  t h e  men, 

it seerned l i k e  a w a s t e d  e f f o r t  f o r  t h e y  n e v e r  e v e n  s a w  the 

enemy. A l t h o u g h  t h e  g u n n e r s  e x p r e s s e d  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  t h e i r  l a c k  of combat a c t i o n ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  

g a i n e d  v a l u a b l e  c a m p a i g n  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

p a c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e g i o n  w e s t  o f  Lord R o b e r t s ' s  v i t a l  r a i l  

l i n e .  

I X  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  D B a t t e r y  o f f i c e r s  a n d  men e x p e c t e d  t o  be 

r e u n i t e d ,  b r i g a d e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  C a n a d i a n s ,  a n d  s e n t  t o  

B l o e m f o n t e i n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  L o r d  R o b e r t s ' s  a d v a n c e  a g a i n s t  

P r e t o r i a ,  t h e  I m p e r i a 1  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n s .  D 

B a t t e r y  w a s  s p l i t  a p a r t  a n d  p l a c e d  o n  l i n e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d u t y  

f o r  o v e r  two m o n t h s .  The l e f t  a n d  c e n t r e  s e c t i o n s  s t a y e d  a t  D e  

Aar  u n t i l  29  A p r i l ,  when Van T u y l ' s  c e n t r e  s e c t i o n  o f  f i f t y - o n e  

N C O s  a n d  men, t h i r t y - t h r e e  h o r s e s ,  t w o  g u n s ,  t w o  a m m u n i t i o n  

wagons a n d  two t r a n s p o r t  wagons moved 1 1 0  k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  t o  

F o r t  M u n s t e r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  were a s s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  a b r i d g e  

across t h e  O r a n g e  R i v e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n ' s  s e c t i o n  rernained 

i n  D e  A a r  a n d  M c C r a e ' s  r i g h t  s e c t i o n  s t a y e d  a t  V i c t o r i a  Road ,  

b o t h  o r d e r e d  t o  g u a r d  t h e  W e s t e r n  R a i l w a y  l i n e . l Z '  

The  s e c t i o n s  s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  d a y s  i n  g a r r i s o n  r e p a i r i n g  a n d  

r e p l a c i n g  t h e i r  worn o u t  e q u i p m e n t .  The  e x h a u s t e d  h o r s e s  w e r e  

p u t  o n  f u l l  r a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  s h o e i n g  s m i t h a  r e s h o d  t h e  a n i m a l s .  

D B a t t e r y  r e c e i v e d  six new r e m o u n t s  a n d  f i f t e e n  t r a n s p o r t  m u l e s  

a t  D e  Aar. The  men were i s s u e d  new u n i f o r m s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e i r  

dirty, t a t t e red ,  b u t t o n l e s s  r a g s .  The  g u n n e r s  washed t h e i r  camp 

e q u i p r n e n t ,  a n d  c l e a n e d  a n d  o i l e d  t h e i r  guns. ' I5 Once the 

s e c t i o n s  h a d  s e t t l e d  into t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t i o n s ,  a s i m i l a r  

d a i l y  r o u t i n e  e m e r g e d  a t  e a c h  b a s e .  R e v e i l l e  was s o u n d e d  a t  

06:OO f o l l o w e d  by s t a b l e  d u t y  a n d  b r e a k f a s t .  The  men s p e n t  t h e  

days d o i n g  f a t i g u e s ,  al1 sorts o f  d r i l l  a n d  g u a r d  d u t y . l a '  

D e  A a r ,  d e s c r i b e d  by M o r r i s o n  a s  a w i r e  f e n c e d  street, w i t h  
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a straggling line of cottages, two depleted general stores, a 

hospital with 350 sick and wounded, and a fat little cemetery, 

al1 situated on a muddy plain intersected by "s stream little 

better than an open sewer", was very unhealthy and had "been 

condernned by the Medical ~oard".'~' Each morning at 0 8 : 3 0  

another line of khaki clad patients was paraded to the hospital. 

The D Battery men were not immune to the unsanitary conditions 

and "over one third of them were in the hospital al1 the time", 

rnost with dysentery, rheumatism or enteric fever."' Cramrned 

into the dirty, overcrowded, fly infested, poorly administered 

hospital, the patients died at a rate of twelve to fourteen a 

week.12' The situation became so bad that the camp authoritieç 

prohibited the funeral parties £rom firing the usual volley over 

the grave, as the frequent announcement of another death 

demoralized the patients in hospital."' 

While Fort Munster was relatively healthy, the conditions 

at Victoria Road Station were little better than De Aar. On 28 

May Lieutenant McCrae noted that eleven of his forty-four men 

reported on sick parade."' "The hospital, which is two old 

rooms adjoining an old freight shed, is a very unseemly place", 

Gunner Cormack explained. "1 was in it for £ive days but 1 was 

driven out by vermin" ."' 
Although some men preferred the sedentary line of 

communication duty to the hardships of active service, most of 

the gunners became frustrated with their tedious duties and 

unhealthy working  condition^.'^' Despite the officers' attempts 

to alleviate the monotonous daily routine and lift morale with 

sporting activities, dances, springbok hunting excursions and 

sham battles, the irritated soldiers longed to move to the 

front. Referring to a proposa1 for a large scaleWgymkhana" at De 

Aar, Surgeon-Major Worthington explained 

that the idea don't [sicl commend itself to Canadian 
artillerymen, who have corne 7000 miles by sea, and 
marched 500 more across the blooming Karoo to be 
finally detailed for communication work. What they 
want is "a little bit off the top", a chance to be in 
there with their gallant cornrades of the First 
Contingent, ere their pelts are tacked to the barn 
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door of obliquity in this enteric incubator- De Aar. ... No!...[thisl gymkhana may be the most 
comprehensive, elevated and meritorious triumph of 
heartfelt and gladsome relaxation, of fun, frolk and 
refining past time in al1 the annuals of rational 
relaxation, but the R . C . A .  want something that does 
not savour so much of the vaudeville or ~akewalk.'~' 

In other words, many of the men were tired of the mock battles, 

drills and exercises, and yearned for an opportunity to see 

combat. 

The mounting frustration eroded discipline. Increasingly 

disillusioned, the men drank, fought and became insubordinate. 

To check the proliferating drunkenness arnong the Canadian 

gunners, on 10 May the military authorities at Victoria Road 

declared the canteen out O£ bounds for McCrae's section and 

thereafter issued passes for the purchase of beer and stout."' 

Four D Battery men were court martialled for fighting, 

disobedience and insubordinate language, and at least four 

others received summary punishments of 168 hours imprisonment 

and hard labour f rom the section conunanders."' 

The Canadian gunners also developed a reputation for 

looting. According to Walter Bapty, this reputation was not 

rnisplaced, While at Victoria Road, Bapty and some of his "chums" 

formed a "group of scroungers known as Sculley's Scouts". The 

group was dedicated to lootinq extra food supplies. lts 

favourite target was railway trucks* "The usual freight car had 

sides 2 to 3 feet high and over al1 was drawn a tarpaulin", 

Bapty recalled. "It was a simple matter to loosen the tarp and 

crawl underneath. If we found a box of jam we felt well 

rewarded" . 1 3 '  

This reputation haunted the Canadians and sparked tensions 

between Lieutenant McCrae and Colonel Adair, the British 

commander at Victoria Road. On the night of 14 June a civil 

police officer reported that he had witnessed four Canadians 

pillage a supply wagon. A w a r e  of the Canadians'' reputation, 

Colonel Adair, without collecting any further evidence or 

statements, imrnediately ordered McCrae's section to move two and 

a half kilometres outside the town, and confined the gunners to 
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Chapter Four 

The Move to the Front 

By the middle of June 1900 Lord Roberts's army had captured 

Pretoria and was preparing to pursue Kruger's government and 

Commandant-General Louis Botha ' s forces east along the Delagoa 
Bay Rail line. Although Roberts had carved a path through the 

Orange Free State (annexed and renamed the Orange River Colony) 

and the Transvaal, he had not defeated the Boer forces. In fact 

the Orange Free State Commandant-General, Christiaan DeWet, led 

a spirited Boer revival. To neutralize this threat, Roberts 

delayed his advance eastward and turned his attention to the 

northeastern Free State, Roberts sent General Hunter and several 

columns to sweep the area and drive DeWet's commandos into a 

net.' 

D Battery played a role in this operation. Since the 

Canadian newspaper correspondents left South Africa after the 

fa11 of Pretoria, there was very little mention in the Canadian 

press of D Battery's role in this or any other mission. The 

battery's officia1 records and the soldiers' personal writings, 

however, provide significant insight into the gunners' 

experiences dwring the remainder of their stay in South Africa. 

On 19 June the unit received orders to proceed to Bloemfontein. 

By 23 June the three sections were reunited in the former Free 

State capital. The reunion was short-lived. On 25 June 

Lieutenant Morrison's left section was dispatched to Edenburg, 

a small town seventy kilometres south of Bloemfontein. There the 

Ottawa section joined four British infantry companies and a 

regiment of mounted infantry. Their mission was to prevent 

DeWet's forces from crossing the railway should the clever Boer 

general slip through Hunterts net.' 

Morrison's section pulled into Edenburg train station at 

02:OO on 26 June. A t  daybreak the men unloaded their gear and 

pitched camp close to the railway. A t  13:OO General Knox, the 

British commander at Edenburg, inspected the section. After the 

inspection, Knox directed Morrison to take up a position on top 

of a high kopje a kilometre outside of the town. There the 
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Canadians constructed three two gun earthworks with magazines 

and marked off ranges up to 3500 metres in al1 directions,' 

The men enjoyed their new post. The Canadian gunners 

enjoyed a good rapport with General Knox. Live £ire shell 

practices and patrols kept the men busy enough to avoid boredom. 

The reported proximity of the enemy, substantiated by the 

capture of two Boer troopers, raised the gunners' hopes of 

action. The weather, with the exception of two rainy days, was 

ideal for camping: cool, clear evenings and warm, sunny days. 

There were no flies, The horses received unlimited supplies of 

forage and were in their best shape since landing in South 

Africa. The men received a plentiful supply O£ rations, 

including " jam three times a week, f resh meat, potatoes, soft 

bread, tea, rum and chocolate".' Most importantly, al1 of the 

men were healthy. 

Despite these ideal conditions, there was some discontent 

in the section concerning the issue of equipment. According to 

one gunner, the men were told that they should submit their 

names if they wanted new sweaters or boots. Since many of the 

men had worn holes in their sweaters, they welcomed the 

opportunity to get new ones. When the men received the new 

sweaters, however, they were charged £ive shillings. As most of 

the men required their money for other purposes, the gunners 

refused the pullovers, "1 have made it my business to enquire of 

men in other regiments about this", reported John Quinney, "and 

they one and al1 say that any articles they get on active 

service do not have to be paid for by them, so there is 

something wrong somewhere. It is too bad as the boys need the 

sweaters" 

Similarly, when the m e n  submitted their names for new 

boots, Lieutenant Morrison intervened and ordered that only 

those men with completely worn out boots were to get new ones. 

Although the "other sections got boots al1 around, that is any 

man who asked for them", o n l y  nine or ten of Morrison's men were 

given new boots. Many of the men had spent their own money to 

buy boots in De Aar after the Karoo campaign. Since these boots, 
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purchased a t  the gunners' expense, were not in tatters, Morrison 

claimed that the men had no right to army issued footwear. " 1  

suppose that as soon as [my bootsl are [completely worn out1 T 

can buy another pair", sneered one gunner. 

There are others like me too. We naturally feel sore 
to think that Our section commander went out of his 
way to prevent us £rom getting the boots, The boots 
were worth half a dozen pairs of ours; they were 
handsewed and nailed, just the kind needed for this 
country .' 
The rest of the D Batterymen shared mixed feelings at their 

new post. On 26 June they moved to a camp six kilometres outside 

of Bloemfontein. On one hand, the men were close enouqh to 

Bloemfontein to get f r e s h  remounts, replenish kit deficiencies, 

visit their friends in t h e  hospitals, collect their mail, and 

attend the theatre. On the other hand, Bloemfontein and its 

environs were very unhealthy. The hospitals were packed with 

patients suffering £rom enteric fever, and funerals werc 

frequent. While some of the men were happy enough to escape from 

their line of communication duty on the Western Railway, others 

became increasingly frustrated with the boring camp routine and 

poor health conditions at their new post. "We are worse fed than 

pigs.. .the boys are getting tired of it", complained one 

gunner.' "The soldier's game is not  vhat it is cracked u p  to 

be",  added Gunner Bargett'. On 6 July the right and centre 

sections moved to Sannah's Post, forty kilometres east of 

Bloemfontein. 

f f 

With DeWet's forces surrounded and retreating into the 

Brandwater Basin, Lord Roberts turned hia attention back to the 

Transvaal and the Delagoa Bay rail line. Roberts's objectives 

were to force the submission of Kruger's government at 

Machadodorp, defeat Botha's commandos east of Pretoria, and 

capture the Boers' last line of communication with the outside 

world. In preparation for the eastward advance, Lord Roberts 

accumulated a large number of reinforcements and supplies at 

Pretoria.' 

On 10 July D Battery received orders to move to Pretoria. 
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The next day the reunited battery loaded its equiprnent aboard 

f latcars and pulled out of Bloemfontein at 18:40. On 13 July, 

after a two day train ride across the war torn countryside, D 

Battery pulled into the former Transvaal capital. That evening 

the unit marched out to Fort Wonderboom, six kilometres north of 

the city.'" 

To realize his objectives, Lord Roberts proposed a three 

prong advance. General Ian Hamilton was appointed to lead the 

left wing of the advance. His division was to clear the area 

north of the Delagoa Bay Railway. General French led the right 

wing. His column was to advance south of the rail line. Lord 

Roberts cornmanded the central column, which was to advance along 

the railway. Roberts's strategy called for Generals Hamilton and 

French to push ahead, cut off the Boers' line of retreat at 

Middleburg, and then drive Botha's men into Roberts's forceml' 

On 14 July D Battery was attached to General Hamilton's 

Division. At 07:OO on 16 July Hamilton's force, which also 

included Brigadier General Cunningham's infantry brigade, 

Colonel Hickman's mounted infantry brigade, the Elswick Battery, 

a section of "pom-poms", two five-inch guns, two six inch 

howitzers and several kilometres of transports, rumbled out of 

Fort Wonderboom and headed north." O Battery served in the 

advance guard. To reduce the length of the large force, the 

gunners marched in "battery column", a marching formation with 

a broader front and shallower depth than "column of route" ." 
Although the gunners expected to corne under f ire f rom the nearby 

kopjes, the division advanced to Waterval Station, a recently 

abandoned Boer prison camp, without resistance. That night the 

Boer long range guns lobbed a few shells into Hamilton's 

bivouac. 

A t  07:OO the next morning, with Lieutenant McCraels right 

section attached to the rearguard, the serpentine column slowly 

unwound its way out of camp and continued its advance. Six 

kilometres outside of Hamanskraal a Boer force hidden in a 

wooded area ambushed the column's scouts and sent thern reeling 

in full retreat. The centre and left sections of D battery, 





113 

w h i c h  h a d  p a u s e d  t o  water t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  "on t h e  

r a g g e d  edge o f  the f r o n t " " .  H u r r y i n g  back t o  t h e i r  g u n s ,  t h e  

men were o r d e r e d  i n t o  a c t i o n  a t  1 8 0 0  metres. S i n c e  t h e  c o l u m n ' s  

mounted t r o o p s  had q u i c k l y  r e g r o u p e d  and  c h a r g e d  i n t o  the 

t h i c k e t  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  f l e e i n g  s n i p e r s ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  n o t  

f i r e  f o r  f e a r  of h i t t i n g  i t s  own t r o o p s .  O n e  s c o u t  a n d  two 

h o r s e s  were k i l l e d  a n d  a n o t h e r  s c o u t  was wounded i n  t h e  

ambush." T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b i v o u a c k e d  a t  H a m a n s k r a a l ,  

w h e r e  o n e  o f  t h e  s e n t r i e s  w a s  k i l l e d  a n d  s t r i p p e d  naked ."  

On 18 J u l y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  moved to Walrnan's D r i f t  M i s s i o n  

S t a t i o n ,  w h e r e  i t  came i n  t o u c h  w i t h  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  Mahon 's  

t r o o p s .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  d a y s  H a m i l t o n ' s  f o r c e ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

misled by i t s  g u i d e s ,  t u r n e d  s o u t h e a s t  a n d  marched  back t o w a r d s  

t h e  r a i l  l i n e .  The Boer p a t r o l s  r e m a i n e d  w i t h i n  s t r i k i n g  

d i s t a n c e  a n d  s n i p e d  a t  t h e  column a l o n g  t h e  way. 

On 2 1  J u l y  D B a t t e r y  had its " b a p t i s m  of f  i r e " .  B e f o r e  dawn 

t h e  Boers moved some of t h e i r  s i x - i n c h  g u n s  o n t 0  a k o p j e  

o v e r l o o k i n g  H a m i l t o n ' s  camp a t  DeWegen D r i f t .  A t  07:30, a b o u t  

t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  after Hamilton's co lumn h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  move o u t ,  

t h e  Boers o p e n e d  £ i r e  o n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  wagons .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  

f i r s t  s h e l l  o v e r s h o t  i t s  mark ,  t h e  s e c o n d  o n e  c r a s h e d  i n t o  a 

s u p p l y  wagon,  k i l l i n g  t w o  n a t i v e  d r i v e r s  a n d  s i x  m u l e s .  

L i e u t e n a n t  Van Tuyl's centre s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  had b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to 

t h e  rear g u a r d  f o r  t h e  day, i m m e d i a t e l y  advanced i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  

w h e e l e d  i t s  g u n s  onto t a r g e t  a n d  o p e n e d  f  i re .  They  w e r e  f o l l o w e d  

by t w o  g u n s  £rom t h e  Elswick B a t t e r y  a n d  a s e c t i o n  of "pom- 

poms". T o g e t h e r  t h e y  q u i c k l y  s i l e n c e d  t h e  B o e r  g u n s . "  

L a t e r ,  a b o u t  s i x  k i l o r n e t r e s  o u t s i d e  o f  DeWegen D r i f t ,  t h e  

B o e r s  o p e n e d  £ i r e  o n  t h e  a d v a n c e  g u a r d  and main  body of t h e  

co lumn.  The  Boers f i r s t  s h e l l  e x p l o d e d  135 metres s h o r t  o f  D 

B a t t e r y .  M a j o r  Hurdman i m m e d i a t e l y  ordered his r i g h t  a n d  l e f t  

s e c t i o n s  i n t o  a c t i o n .  The  g u n s  w h e e l e d  o u t  of t h e i r  co lumn 

f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e d  i n  l i n e ,  t h a t  is s ide  by s i d e ,  t o  t h e i r  

firing p o s i t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  D r i l l  manua l  c a l l s  

f o r  t h e  men to m a i n t a i n  p r e c i s e  i n t e r v a l a  of n i n e t e e n  yards (17 

metres) b e t w e e n  e a c h  g u n  i n  t h e  f i r i n g  l i n e ,  t h e  C a n a d i a n s  
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adapted their tactics and positions tn the terrain, Major 

Hurdman stationed his guns behind a patch of dried cornstalks 

for cover." 

Before the gunners could unhook the guns, a second Boer 

shell burst less than 100 metres behind the battery. The Boers 

had the battery bracketed! Major Hurdman ordered Captain Eaton 

to lead two of the four ammunition wagons, the gun limbers and 

horses 275 metres to the rear of the battery, Although the drill 

manual suggests that the Captain remain in the rear to supervise 

the limbers and wagons, the Canadians pre£erred to have Captain 

Eaton in the firing line to help co-ordinate the action. 

Accordingly, Captain Eaton quickly returned to the front." 

Meanwhile the two remaining ammunition wagons took up their 

positions ten metres behind the guns. The gunners proceeded 

steadily with their £ire discipline routine, anxiously listening 

for the next Boer shell. "You feel that there is suppressed 

energy in every muscle of your body", recorded one gunner. "When 

the shells corne you think that you are the only person on the 

field and that the shells are coming directly for your 

stomach"." "Every second seemed a minute", added Lieutenant 

Morrison." Finally the third shell came. The men heard the 

"boom" of the Boer gun and then "an eerie whistle like the wind 

in the chimney of a haunted houset'". The shell screeched over 

the Canadian guns and exploded near the retiring limbers. 

Since Canadian military historians have focused their 

attention on the infantry, there has been very little written 

about Canadian artillery tactics. The artillery required much 

more team work than the infantry. There were ten men in each 

Canadian gun team. The senior NCO, or Number One, supervised the 

team. Numbers Two, Three, Four and Five rode with the gun. Once 

the gun reached its position in the firing line, Numbers Two and 

Three unhooked it, ordered the limber to "drive onf', and swung 

the gun trail into place. As soon as the gun was unlimbered, the 

Number One laid the gun for direction and pointed out the target 

to Number Four. Number Two "took the lanyard out of the tube 

pocket and held it with the hook in his left hand and the 
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e x t r a c t o r  i n  h i s  r i g h t " .  Number T h r e e  o p e n e d  t h e  b r e e c h  a n d  

s u p p l i e d  h i r n s e l f  w i t h  a r o u n d  o f  a m m u n i t i o n  frcm t h e  p o r t a b l e  

m a g a z i n e .  Number F o u r  set  t h e  gun s i g h t s  a n d  l a i d  t h e  g u n  a t  t h e  

correct a n g l e  o f  e l e v a t i o n .  Number F i v e  moved b a c k  t o  t h e  

a m m u n i t i o n  wagon.  H e  f i l l e d  t h e  p o r t a b l e  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  " removed  

t h e  b e c k e t s  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  p i n s  o v e r  t h e  n u t s  o f  t h e  f u z e s " . "  

T h e  s e c o n d  s e n i o r  NCO, o r  "Coverer", a n d  Numbers S i x ,  

S e v e n ,  E i g h t  a n d  N i n e  r o d e  w i t h  t h e  a m r n u n i t i o n  wagon.  Once  t h e  

a m m u n i t i o n  wagon was i n  p l a c e  t e n  metres b e h i n d  t h e  f i r i n g  l i n e ,  

Numbers E i g h t  a n d  N i n e  u n h o o k e d  t h e  a m m u n i t i o n  h o r s e s  and 

l i m b e r s  a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e m  b a c k  t o  t h e  wagon l i n e  i n  t h e  r e a r .  The 

C o v e r e r  a l s o  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  rear l i n e .  Numbers S i x  a n d  Seven 

a s s i s t e d  Number F i v e  a n d  c a r r i e d  the p o r t a b l e  m a g e z i n e s  t o  t h e i r  

s e c t i o n ' s  g u n s .  They p l a c e d  t h e  a m m u n i t i o n  n e a r  Number T h r e e ,  

b u t  clear o f  t h e  g u n ' s  r e c o i l . "  

To l o a d  t h e  g u n ,  Number T h r e e  se t  the f u z e  a n d  p l a c e d  t h e  

s h e l l  i n  t h e  b o r e .  Number One g e n t l y  "ramrned t h e  s h e l l  home". As 

s o o n  a s  the shell w a s  rammed home, Number T h r e e  p l a c e d  t h e  

p r o p e l l a n t  c h a r g e  c a r t r i d g e  i n  t h e  c h a m b e r ,  c l o s e d  t h e  b r e e c h  

and h e l d  u p  t h e  Cam lever ,  w h i l e  Number Two i n s e r t e d  t h e  t u b e . 1 5  

A t  t h e  o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  s e c t i o n  commander t o  f i r e ,  Numbers 

One, T h r e e  a n d  Four s t e p p e d  c l e a r  o f  t h e  reco i l .  Number Two 

h o o k e d  t h e  l a n y a r d  t o  t h e  t u b e ,  stepped o u t s i d e  t h e  r i g h t  wheel 

a n d  s t o o d  o r  k n e l t  f a c i n g  t h e  g u n  w i t h  t h e  l a n y a r d  i n  h i s  r i g h t  

h a n d .  As s o o n  as  t h e  Number One gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  " F i r e ! " ,  

Number Two f i r e d  t h e  g u n  by t u g g i n g  t h e  l a n y a r d  s m a r t l y .  S i n c e  

t h e  C a n a d i a n  1 2  p o u n d e r s  were n o t  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

recoil a b s o r p t i o n  mechanis rn ,  t h e  g u n  tearn had t o  r e p o s i t i o n  t h e  

gun a n d  repeat t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  e a c h  s h o t . "  

T h e  f i r s t  r o u n d s  f i r e d  b y  t h e  b a t t e r y  were t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

r a n g e  o f  t h e  t a r g e t .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e  g u n n e r s  u s e d  

p e r c u s s i o n  fuze, w h i c h  e x p l o d e d  o n  impact. T h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  

e x p l o s i o n  i n d i c a t e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  g u n n e r s  n e e d e d  a s h o r t e r  o r  a 

l o n g e r  r a n g e .  Once t h e  r a n g e  w a s  f o u n d ,  t h e  g u n n e r s  s w i t c h e d  t o  

t i m e  f u z e  t o  d e t o n a t e  t h e i r  r o u n d s  i n  t h e  a i r  a b o v e  t h e  

t a r g e t . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n ,  D B a t t e r y  " g o t  the 
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range a t  4000 y a r d s  ( 3 6 5 0  metres) a n d  t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  t o  s p r i n k l e  

t w e l v e  p o u n d e r  s h r a p n e l "  o v e r  t h e  w e l l  c o n c e a l e d  enemy 

p o s i t i o n o z '  The C a n a d i a n s  were s o o n  j o i n e d  by a s e c t i o n  £rom t h e  

E l s w i c k  B a t t e r y ,  a  s e c t i o n  o f  pom-poms a n d  t w o  £ i v e - i n c h  g u n s .  

The B o e r s  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  f i r e  f r o m  D B a t t e r y  t o  t h e  pom-poms 

t o  t h e  r e a r g u a r d ,  w h i c h  had corne i n t o  r a n g e ,  a n d  b a c k  t o  D 

B a t t e r y .  The S t a a t s  A r t i l l e r i e  p l a c e d  b e t w e e n  t w e n t y  a n d  t w e n t y -  

£ i v e  s h e l l s  i n t o  D B a t t e r y .  M o s t  o f  t h e  r o u n d s  l a n d e d  near t h e  

r e a r  wagon l i n e .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n s  many of t h e  Boer  

shells f a i l e d  t o  e x p l ~ d e . ~ '  A f t e r  D B a t t e r y  had  f i r e d  s i x t y -  

eight r o u n d s ,  G e n e r a l  H a m i l t o n  o r d e r e d  t h e  u n i t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  

t r e k  w i t h  t h e  a d v a n c e  guard a n d  l e a v e  t h e  f l a n k  f i g h t  t o  t h e  

main  body of the column."  T h e  column b i v o u a c k e d  a t  Onverwach t  

a t  14:OO. 

T t  had  been  a b u s y  d a y  f o r  D B a t t e r y .  T h e  C a n a d i a n  g u n n e r s  

had  f i r e d  a t o t a l  of n i n e t y - s i x  s h e l l s  i n  t h e  two  a c t i o n s .  

Despite t h e  heavy f i g h t i n g ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  two n a t i v e  d r i v e r s  

k i l l e d  a t  DeWegen D r i f t ,  D B a t t e r y  had  s u f f e r e d  no c a s u a l t i e s .  

Major  Hurdman w a s  v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  h i s  t r o o p s :  "1 cannot s p e a k  

too high1.y of t h e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  men u n d e r  my command", Hurdman 

w r o t e  i n  his r e p o r t  t o  O t t a w a ,  " t h e y  d i d  t h e i r  work e x c e l l e n t l y  

u n d e r  v e r y  t r y i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . . . I  h a v e  s e e n  thern a g r e a t  d e a l  

more e x c i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s h e l l  p r a c t i c e  a t  D e s e r o n t o " . "  

Not e v e r y o n e  was so p l e a s e d .  Some of t h e  centre s e c t i o n  men 

were upset w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  Van Tuyl's l a c k  of l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  

second a c t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d u e l  Van Tuyl, u n d o u b t e d l y  

t h i n k i n g  t h a t  h i s  s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r e a r g u a r d ,  

was s a f e l y  out of r a n g e ,  l e f t  h i s  men a l o n e  fo r  n i n e t y  m i n u t e s  

w h i l e  h e  w e n t  t o  w a t c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  g u n s  i n  a c t i o n .  D u r i n g  h i s  

a b s e n c e  t h e  s e c t i o n  came u n d e r  f i r e  £rom t h e  Boers' l o n g  r a n g e  

g u n s .  T h e  men w e r e  n o t  h a p p y  about b e i n g  a b a n d o n e d  by  t h e i r  

o f f i c e r  a t  such a tirne. "1 d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h i s  o n e  b i t ,  n o r  d i d  

any of u s ,  and t h e  s e c t i o n  b o s s  w a s  g e t t i n g  some c h o i c e  names i f  

h e  h a d  b e e n  h e r e  t o  h e a r  t h e m " ,  cornmented o n e  member of t h e  

c e n t r e  s e c t i o n .  

W e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  o u t  o f  r a n g e  of t h e  B o e r  
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guns or else advanced a few thousand yards and brought 
into action. Anything would have been better than 
staying there listening do the shells screaming araund 
us and dropping amongst us. One shell came within two 
feet of blowing the limber all to pieces. There were 
a few close calls, but we managed to corne out alright, 
owing to the poor shells the Boers had..,only about 
four or five burst.12 

Lieutenant Van Tuyl's decision to halt his section in the open 

and leave his men without an officer during the heat of battle 

was certainly il1 advised. In general, however, the battery 

performed well for its first time in action. 

At 08:00 on 22 July Hamilton's Division marched out of 

Onverwacht. The division was joined by Colonel Pilcher's Mounted 

Infantry and "Mn Battery Royal Horse Artillery, who took over as 

the column's advance guard. The Boers shelled the column, but D 

Battery, which was now attached to the main body, did not see 

any action. Hamilton's force camped that night at Rustfontein. 

The division spent the next day in camp. During the afternoon 

the Boers shelled Hamilton's position. McCrae's right section 

was dispatched to deal with the enemy. Taking up a position on 

a kopje three kilometres outside of camp, McCrae's gunners 

engaged the Boers at 3500 metres and quickly silenced the 

enemy's guns, McCrae's section held the position until dark, 

when it returned to R u s t f o n t e i n . ? ?  The  n e x t  day Hamilton's force  

joined Roberts's column at Bronkhorst Spruit. 

On 25 July Hamilton's force headed for Balmoral, a smali 

rail station on the way to Middleburg. The division left camp at 

06:30 on a very cold, windy winter day. At 15:00, with the force 

a few kilometres outside of Balmoral, it started to rain 

heavily. When the drenched men arrived at their destination an 

hour later, they set up horse lines and anxiously awaited the 

transport wagons, which carried their blankets, rations and, in 

some cases, greatcoats." Just before sunset word arrived that 

the supply wagons were blocked at a spruit and could not get 

through. Tired, hungry, soaking wet and shivering cold, the men 

sought shelter under the guns and ammunition wagons. 

With mud four to five inches deep and the ground covered by 

puddles, it was impossible to get dry. While some of the 
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officiers made their way ta a nearby house commandeered by the 

Connaught Rangers, many of the men paced back and forth to keep 

warm. The harsh weather took its toll on the division. An 

officer £rom the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, nine men 

£rom the various units, and 250 horses, mules and oxen died £rom 

cold and exposure during the night. The wagons pulled into camp 

at 08:OO the next morning, and the men had a much appreciated 

breakfast OF hardtack and bully bee£.I5 

III 

By the end of July General DeWet, ex-President Steyn and a 

force of 2600 Boers had somehow escaped frorn the Brandwater 

Basin, slipped through Hunter's net, and headed for the 

Transvaal. When General French's column reached Middleburg on 26 

July, Lord Roberts, realizing that the capture of DeWet was as 

necessary for a speedy termination of the war as the defeat of 

Botha, decided to halt his eastern advance, consolidate his 

position and focus on the "first DeWet hunt"," 

D Battery was split up and placed along the Delagoa Bay 

rail line, where it spent the next month on line of 

communication duty. Morrison's and McCrae's sections went to 

Pienaars Poort, thirty kilometres east of Pretoria. Lieutenant 

Van Tuyl's centre section went to Ereste Fabriken, about eight 

kilometres closer to the former Transvaal capital. On 15 August 

Major Hurdman and Lieutenant Morrison's left section moved to 

Wilge River Station, about fifty kilometres east of Pienaars 

Poort. " 
IV 

At the end of August, following the unsuccessful DeWet 

hunt, Lord Roberts resumed his advance through the northeastern 

Transvaal. After the capture of Balmoral and Middleburg, Botha 

had relocated his headquarters to Belfast, Botha's force of 

approximately 5000 men held an eighty kilometre north-south line 

that intersected the Delagoa Bay Railway and blocked the British 

advance eastward. To clear the Boer commandos £rom this 

mountainous terrain, Roberts launched another three prong 

attack. Generals French and pole-Carew advanced on the left 
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f l a n k  a n d  c l e a r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  n o r t h  of B e l f a s t .  G e n e r a l  

B u l l e r ' s  f o r c e ,  w h i c h  h a d  m a r c h e d  £rom Natal,  c o n t i n u e d  its 

n o r t h w a r d  t r e k  a n d  a t t a c k e d  B e r g e n d a l  £rom the s o u t h .  R o b e r t s ' s  

c e n t r a l  co lumn a d v a n c e d  a l o n g  t h e  r a i l w a y  t o  B e l f a s t . "  

D B a t t e r y  was a t t a c h e d  t o  R o b e r t s ' s  column f o r  t h i s  

o p e r a t i o n .  On 26 A u g u s t  Hurdman ' s  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  e n t r a i n e d  f o r  

B e l f a s t .  The  r i g h t  s e c t i o n  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  a r r i v e .  M c C r a e ' s  men 

p u l l e d  u p  t o  B e l f a s t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  27 A u g u s t ,  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  

of t h e  f o u r  d a y  b a t t l e ,  and  i m r n e d i a t e l y  t o o k  up a n  e n t r e n c h e d  

p o s i t i o n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  by t h e  o t h e r  two s e c t i o n s  i n  

t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  b a t t e r y  came u n d e r  £ i r e  f r o m  t h e  

B o e r s '  l o n g  r a n g e  a r t i l  l e r y ,  the b a t t l e  e n d e d  b e f o r e  Hurdman ' s  

g u n n e r s  c o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  a c t i o n , "  

When t h e  m o r n i n g  f o g  c l e a r e d  o n  2 8  A u g u s t ,  R o b e r t s  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  B o t h a ' s  force h a d  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  B e l f a s t .  To 

c r i p p l e  t h e  enemy, R o b e r t s  d i v i d e d  his f o r c e  and struck a t  t h r e e  

p o i n t s .  H e  sent G e n e r a l  F r e n c h ' s  column t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  Boer  

s u p p l y  d e p o t  a t  B a r b e r t o n ,  s o u t h  o f  the r a i l  l i n e .  He o r d e r e d  

G e n e r a l  Po le -Carew t o  p u s h  ea s t  a l o n g  t h e  r a i l w a y .  F i n a l l y ,  

R o b e r t s  s e n t  G e n e r a l s  B u l l e r  a n d  I a n  H a m i l t o n  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  

Boer  b a s e  a t  L y d e n b u r g ,  e i g h t y  k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l  

l ine. 'O 

The r i g h t  a n d  c e n t r e  s e c t i o n s  of D B a t t e r y  were a s s i g n e d  t o  

G e n e r a l  H a m i l t o n ' s  co lumn f o r  t h e  Lydenburg  c a m p a i g n .  I t  w a s  

t h e i r  m o s t  i n t e n s e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  war. On 3 S e p t e m b e r ,  two  d a y s  

a f t e r  G e n e r a l  B u l l e r t s  f o r c e  had h e a d e d  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  

B a d f o n t e i n  r o a d ,  G e n e r a l  H a m i l t o n ' s  f o r c e  rurnbled o u t  o f  B e l f a s t  

a n d  p u s h e d  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  D u l l s t r o o m  r o a d .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e c  

d a y s  H a m i l t o n ' s  f o r c e  s t r u g g l e d  o v e r  t h e  m o u n t a i n o u s  t e r r a i n .  A t  

some p l a c e s  D B a t t e r y  h a d  t o  a t t a c h  ten h o r s e s  t o  e a c h  g u n  t o  

get t hem u p  t h e  s t e e p  h i l l s .  When t h a t  w a s  n o t  e n o u g h ,  t h e  

g u n n e r s  employed  d r a g r o p e s  t o  h e l p  p u l l  t h e i r  weapons .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e  co lumn came u n d e r  h e a v y  a r t i l l e r y  a n d  r i f l e  f i r e  f rom s t r o n g  

enemy p o s i t i o n s ,  D b a t t e r y  a n d  t h e  rest  of H a m i l t o n ' s  g u n n e r s  

p u s h e d  t h e  B o e r s  s t e a d i l y  b a c k  t o w a r d s  Lydenburg .  

On 6 S e p t e m b e r ,  a s  the co lumn a d v a n c e d  t o  w i t h i n  1 5 0 0  
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metres of L y d e n b u r g ,  t h e  B o e r  a r t i l l e r y  o n  t h e  Paardeplaats 

h e i g h t s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  town pounded  H a m i l t o n ' s  f o r c e .  S e v e r e l  y 

o u t r a n g e d  a n d  u n a b l e  t o  r e s p o n d ,  H a m i l t o n ' s  t r o o p s  had t o  p u l l  

back .  The n e x t  day H a m i l t o n ' s  men, led by D B a t t e r y ,  " A "  B a t t e r y  

R o y a l  Horse A r t i l l e r y ,  and t h e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  H u s s a r s ,  o c c u p i e d  

L y d e n b u r g .  D B a t t e r y  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a party o f  Boer s n i p e r s  

n o r t h  o f  the town u n t i l  13:00, when t h e  C a n a d i a n  g u n n e r s  werc 

r e l i e v e d  by B u l l e r ' s  a d v a n c e  g u a r d .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  Hurdrnan's  men 

r e t u r n e d  t o  camp, the S t a a t s  Ar t i l l e r i e  g u n n e r s  o n  t h e  

P a a r d e p l a a t s  r i d g e  o p e n e d  £ i r e  w i t h  £ i v e  l o n g  r a n g e  g u n s  and  

s h e l l e d  t h e  camp u n t i l  d a r k .  The  B o e r  g u n s  d r o p p e d  e i g h t e e n  

s h e l l s  i n t o  D B a t t e r y ' s  l i n e s .  M i r a c u l o u s l y ,  Hurdman ' s  men 

e s c a p e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  c a ~ u a l t i e s . ' ~  

To s e i z e  t h e  P a a r d e p l a a t s  h e i g h t s ,  S u l l e r  a n d  H a m i l t o n  

l a u n c h e d  a combined  a t t a c k .  The  t w o  c o l u m n s  set  o u t  a t  07:30 o n  

8 S e p t e m b e r  u n d e r  t h e  c o v e r  of a t h i c k  morn ing  £09. T h e  

a r t i l l e r y  h a l t e d  b e h i n d  a low r i d g e  w h i l e  t h e  i n f a n t r y  a d v a n c e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  As s o o n  a s  t h e  £09 l i f t e d ,  t h e  Boer  g u n s  

o p e n e d  £ i r e .  Hav ing  moved i n t o  r a n g e  t h e  B r i t i s h  l o n g  range g u n s  

responded with l y d i t t e  s h e l l s ,  A t  1 0 :  3 0 ,  s h o r t l y  after t h e  B o e r s  

s t a r t e d  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e i r  b i g  guns, D B a t t e r y  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  

a r t i l l e r y  were o r d e r e d  f o r w a r d .  When t h e y  were a b o u t  h a l f  way u p  

t h e  m a i n  r i d g e ,  t h e  Boer pom-poms t a r g e t e d  them.  The C a n a d i a n  

a n d  B r i t i s h  g u n n e r s  quickly s i l e n c e d  t h e  Boer g u n s  a n d  t h e n  

a d v a n c e d  a n o t h e r  300 metres o n t 0  a broad l e v e l  p l a t f o r m ,  w h e r e  

t h e y  w e n t  i n t o  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  crest of t h e  h i l l .  S u b j e c t e d  

t o  this i n t e n s e  a n d  a c c u r a t e  bombardment ,  t h e  Boers b e g a n  t o  

r e t r ea t .  T h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l  was c o v e r e d  by a t h i c k  m i s t .  By  t h e  

tirne the B r i t i s h  i n f a n t r y  h a d  s e c u r e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  Botha's men 

w e r e  n o  where i n  s i g h t . "  

On 9 S e p t e m b e r  L o r d  R o b e r t s  recalled G e n e r a l  H a m i l t o n ' s  

D i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  r a i l  l i n e .  The r i g h t  a n d  c e n t r e  s e c t i o n s  o f  D 

Battery spent the rest of t h e i r  t i m e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  o n  

d e t a c h m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  D e l a g o a  Bay R a i l w a y .  On 16 S e p t e m b e r  

Hurdman 's  t w o  s e c t i o n s  r e a c h e d  Godwaan S t a t i o n ,  where McCrae's 

r i g h t  s e c t i o n  r e m a i n e d  on garrison duty. T h e  n e x t  d a y  Hurdman 
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a n d  Van T u y l ' s  c e n t r e  s e c t i o n  moved t o  Kaapschoop ,  w h e r e  t h e y  

j o i n e d  a s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E l s w i c k  B a t t e r y ,  125 R o y a l  S c o t s  a n d  

s o m e  m o u n t e d  i n f a n t r y  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  across c o u n t r y  t o  

N e l s p r u i t  S t a t i o n .  On 1 9  S e p t e m b e r  Van T u y l ' s  c e n t r e  s e c t i o n  

moved t o  C r o c o d i l e  P o o r t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  of 

R o b e r t s ' s  r a i l  l i n e .  A rnonth l a t e r  Van T u y l ' s  men moved b a c k  t o  

Godwaan S t a t i o n ,  w h e r e  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  t h e y  l e f t  S o u t h  

A f r i c a .  M e a n w h i l e  o n  2 1  S e p t e r n b e r  McCrae's r i g h t  s e c t i o n  moved 

£rom Godwaan t o  Machadodorp .  A l t h o u g h  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n s  

saw much a c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  L y d e n b u r g  c a m p a i g n ,  McCrae's men 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h r e e  m i n o r  e x p e d i t i o n s  w h i c h  a l  l e v i a t e d  some o f  

t h e  mono tony  o f  i i n e  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d u t y . "  

None o f  t h e s e  s t a t i o n s  w a s  h e a l t h y .  E n t e r i c  f e v e r  and 

d y s e n t e r y  d e p l e t e d  t h e  r a n k s .  H o r s e  s i c k n e s s  t o o k  i t s  t o l l  o n  

t h e  b a t t e r y ' s  a n i m a l s .  Camped i n  m a k e s h i f t  c o r r u g a t e d  t i n  h u t s  

a n d  b l a n k e t  s h e l t e r s ,  t h e  men h a d  t o  c o p e  with p o i s o n o u s  s n a k e s ,  

c r o c o d i l e s  a n d  v e r m i n . "  P r e d i c t a b l y  t h e  u n h e a l t h y  c o n d i t i o n s  

a n d  t e d i o u s  r o u t i n e  e r o d e d  d i s c i p l i n e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  to r e l i e v e  

some boredom a n d  s e c u r e  some e x t r a  money,  a f e w  o f  t h e  men i n  

t h e  r i g h t  s e c t i o n  d e c i d e d  t o  " h o l d  u p  a s t o r e k e e p e r  i n  w i l d  west 

f a s h i o n " .  B u r s t i n g  i n t o  t h e  s tore  b r a n d i s h i n g  firearms, t h e  

s h o u t i n g  C a n a d i a n s  demanded t h e  c l e r k ' s  money. When t h e  c l e r k  

r e f u s e d  t o  CO-operate t h e  wou ld -be  r o b b e r s  b e a t  a h a s t y  

re t reat  . ' 5  

v 
L i e u t e n a n t  M o r r i s o n ' s  l e f t  s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  was a s s i g n e d  t o  

g a r r i s o n  B e l f a s t  o n  3 S e p t e m b e r  a n d  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

L y d e n b u r g  c a m p a i g n ,  a l s o  had t o  cope with its s h a r e  of i l l n e s s  

a n d  boredom. B y  t h e  t h i r d  week o f  S e p t e m b e r  o v e r  25 p e r  c e n t  o f  

M o r r i s o n ' s  men were i n  hosp i t a l . "  Under  t h e  command of camp 

commandant  L i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l  G o d f r a y ,  t h e  g u n n e r s  were p l a c e d  

i n  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  d i d  n o t  v e n t u r e  £ r o m  camp. L i e u t e n a n t  

M o r r i s o n  u s e d  t h e  spare t i m e  t o  s e c u r e  some e x t r a  h o r s e s  and 

d r i l l  h i s  men as a s e c t i o n  of h o r s e  a r t i l l e r y . "  

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of O c t o b e r  L i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l  L e s s a r d ,  t h e  

commanding o f f i ce r  of t h e  R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  D r a g o o n s ,  who were a l s o  
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stationed at Belfast, took over temporary cornmand of the camp. 

More offensively minded than Godfray, Lessard organized two ali- 

Canadian reconnaissance patrols, one to the Steelpoort valley 

northwest of Belfast and the other to scout the region southwest 

of the town. Morrison's section participated in both of these 

operations and saw some action." 

Despite these sorties, some of Morrison's men grew 

restless. Discipline waned. On 17 October Sergeant Belford was 

demoted to Corporal for disobeying orders, Two weeks later 

Sergeant Stinson, Corporal Belf ord, and Gunners Alexander and 

Crowe were court martialled for "breaking into and stealing 

stores". Stinson and Belford were demoted to Gunners and 

sentenced to eighty-four days imprisonment with hard labour. 

Gunner Crowe was also given eighty-four days imprisonrnent with 

hard labour, and Gunner Alexander received forty-two days," 

The Boer commandos remained very active north and south of 

the rail line. At the end of October General Horace Smith 

Dorrien was appointed to command at Belfast. He had orders from 

Lord Kitchener to go on the offensive against the Boers.'" The 

next two weeks proved to be the most active period of the war 

for Morrison's men, 

Smith Dorrien wasted little tirne in executing bis orders. 

On 1 November he called his off icers together and outlined a 

plan of attack. The British General proposed to launch a force 

of 1200 men against the Boer laager at Witkloof, thirty 

kilometres south of Belfast. He planned to divide his force into 

two columns. The first, under his cornmand, was to advance 

southeast via Bergendal. The second column, led by Lieutenant- 

Colonel Spens, was to proceed southwest. The two wings were to 

join up at Van Wyk's Vlei the next morning and launch a combined 

attack against the Boer p~sition.'~ 

Morrison's section joined Lieutenant-colonel Spens's column 

for this mission. Shortly after it marched out of Belfast at 

18:00, Spens's force encountered heavy rain and sleet, strong 

winds and piercingly cold ternperatures. Visibility was so poor 

that the scouts used pieces of phosphorus to mark the trail for 
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the column. The muddy , waterlogged ground made the march 

difficult for the men and horses. Two drivers in Morrison's 

section were injured when their horses stumbled and fell on 

thein. Spens'ç column halted about midnight and spent several 

miserable hours exposed to the cold and rain. 

D Battery and the Royal Canadian Dragoons farmed the 

advance guard when the dishevelled column resurned its march in 

the morning. They came under fire £rom Boer snipers, but pushed 

ahead to the next ridge. From there they could see groups of 

Boers on a hi11 three kilometres away. The Dragoons skirmished 

forward to engage the enemy, but came under heavy f ire and had 

to withdraw. The Boers charged out of their positions and chased 

after the retreating Canadians. Lieutenant-colonel Lessard sent 

for Morrison's guns, but the British Chief of Artillery ordered 

the Ottawa gunners to a ridge 600 yards to the rear. As soon as 

Morrison's men reached this position, they opened £ire on the 

advancing Boers. According to Lieutenant Turner of the Dragoons, 

the first shot landed directly on target. The gunners fired 

eight or nine more rounds and dispersed the enemy's 

counterattack. Morrison's men then shifted their £ire and 

cieared a Boer position "in a gulch at the end of the plain", 

nearly four kilometres awaye5' 

By this point both wings of Smith-Dorrien's advance had 

reached Van Wyk's Vlei. The force's transport wagons, which had 

left Belfast after the other columns, appeared to the north of 

the rendez-vous point. Perceiving the poor condition of his men, 

however, Smith-Dorrien ordered the force back to Belfast. 

Spens's column formed the advance guard of the retreat. The 

Boers pursued the rearguard and engaged the column al1 the way 

back to the base. The heavy rains and winds had also resumed and 

made the march back to Belfast thoroughly miserable. The 

drenched, shivering and exhausted troops reached Belfast at 

15:OO on 2 November." 

Although Morrison's section performed very well, the 

Witkloof operation was a dismal failure. The £orce marched over 

fifty kilometres in twenty-one hours through terrible weather, 
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suffered several casualties and achieved nothing." By the end 

of the day the Boers had recaptured al1 of their positions and 

were encouraged by their victory. 

Undeterred by this check, General Smith-Dorrien was anxious 

to try again. A t  03:30 on 6 November he led another 1200 man 

force out of Belfast. This time the force moved as one column. 

Smith-Dorrien's objectives were to destroy the farms that the 

Boers were using as outposts and to clear the Witkloof, 

Liliefontein and Carolina laagers." The Royal Canadian Dragoons 

and Morrison's section were assigned to the advance guard. At 

0 7 : 4 0  the Boers' advance lines engaged the column near 

Eerstelingfontein. For the next several hours the advance guard 

steadily pushed the Boers south from ridge to ridge. Morrison's 

gunners were splendid, firing accurately at ranges of over four 

kilometres. General Smith-Dorrien personally complimented the 

men on their performance ." 
Meanwhile the ~oers' delaying tactics had permitted 

reinforcements £rom the Carolina commando to entrench themselves 

along a steep rocky ridge that stretched £rom Witkloof to 

Liliefontein. As Smith-Dorrien's column approached this nearly 

impregnable position, the Boer riflemen unleashed a heavy fire. 

Swinging their guns into action, the Canadian gunners' f irst few 

shells overshot the target, but Lieutenant Morrison's men soon 

found the range at 1550 metres. With bullets whizzing around 

their position, the gunners steadily continued their work. 

Driver W . R .  Hare was hit and suffered a severe shoulder wound. 

The Canadians were soon joined by a section of the 84th Battery 

and a five-inch "COW" gun. The Shropshire infantry and a troop 

of Dragoons were ordered forward to clear the position, but, 

pinned by the heavy Mauser £ire, they could not reach the 

r idge . '' 
At 14:00 Smith-Dorrien sent Lessard and a force composed of 

Morrison's section, two pom-poms, two companies of Suffolks 

infantry and sorne Dragoons to launch a turning movement on the 

Boer left f lank. After a fierce two hour exchange, the Boers, 

sensing the threat to their line of retreat, pulled out and 
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headed south. Smith-Dorrien's column camped near Liliefontein." 

That evening both sides considered their next moves. 

Convinced t h a t  Smith-Dorrien intended to advance on C a r ~ l i ~ ~ a ,  

the Boers, led by General J.C. Fourie and Commandant H. Prinsloo 

of the Carolina Commando and General H. Grobler of t-he Errnelo 

Commando, c a l l e d  up reinforcements and  prepared to launch a 

counterattack on the British position in the morning .'"mith- 

Dorrien, however, realizing the risk of attacking a large Boer 

force in such rugged terrain, decided to return to Belfast." 

Smith-Dorrien knew that the Boers would p u r s u e  his slow 

moving column. To get a headstart, his eight kilometre long 

force began to move out at 07:  00 the next morning. Morrison's 

section and the Royal Canadian Dragoons formed the rearguard. To 

cover the long colurnn, Lieutenant-colonel Lessard divided his 

ninety troopers into six groups of approximately Eifteen men 

each. He spread these six groups 450 metres apart in a two a n d  

a half kilometre long semicircle across the rear of the 

retreating force. To gain the maximum range, Morrison's guns a n d  

Sergeant Holland's Colt gun were stationed in a forward position 

in t h e  centre of the rearguard line at the p e a k  of t h e  

semicircle. Smith-Dorrien assigned three companies of Shropshire 

infantry t o  serve as support for Lessard's rearguard. 

To protect the column, the rearguard h a d  to hold its 

position until t h e  advance guard, main body, transport wagons 

and infantry supports reached the next ridge, three and a h a l f  

kilometres away." The infantry would then cover the artillery 

guns as they retreated one at a tirne. Once both guns had reached 

the ridge, the Dragoons would mount their horses and race b a c k  

to join them. The colurnn was to repeat this procedure £rom ridge 

to ridge al1 the way back to Belfast. Separated £rom the rest of 

the co lumn by up to three kilometres at a time, the guns and 

mounted troops were tempting targets for the enemy." 

At about 08:00, when General Fourie discovered that Smith- 

Dorrien was retreating, the Boer leader ordered 200 of his men 

to seize the high ground that they had held the previous day." 

From that position they could £ire on Smith-Dorrien's column and 
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inflict serious damage. Morrison's men saw Fourie's troops 

heading for the position and fired a few rounds at them, but the 

Boers were out of range.'' Aware of Fourie's intentions, Smith- 

Dorrien ordered his mobile reserve, consisting of thirty-five 

Canadian Mounted Rifles and two guns £rom the 84th Battery, to 

seize the position." Racing to the ridge, Smith-Dorrien's men 

reached the position first and secured it against the Boer 

advance. Smith-Dorrien also sent word ahead to Lieutenant- 

Colonel Spens in the advance guard to seize the high qround at 

Van Wyk's Vlei and secure the cohmn's right flank." 

The Boers turned their attention to the rearguard. Although 

the bulk of the Boer forces were still several kilometres away, 

the Boers steadily crept toward Lessard's position. Some Boers 

from the Ermelo Commando pushed west to try to outflank the 

rearguard. Morrison brought his guns into action, but could not 

stem the Boer advance. Anticipating some heavy fighting ahead, 

Morrison transferred as much ammunition as possible £rom the 

ammunition wagons to the gun limbers and sent the cumbersome 

wagons ahead to join the transport column. Increasingly 

concerned about the situation, Lessard sent for reinforcements 

and withdrew the guns a short distance." 

About 11:00, as the slow moving transports and infantry 

supports still lumbered their way to the next ridge, the 

Canadian Mounted Rifles and 84th Battery guns evacuated their 

hard won position to cover the right flank of the retreating 

main body, Their withdrawal relieved the pressure on Fourie and 

Prinsloo's troops, who immediately pressed their general advance 

against the rear guard." 

Bearing that Lieutenant Cockburn's eastern wing of the 

rearguard was being hard pressed, Lessard ordered Morrison to 

take one of his guns and reinforce the beleaguered Dragoon 

position. Leaving Corporal Kerr in charge of the Number Six gun, 

Morrison took the Number Five gun and raced over two kilometres, 

"some of it up grade", to join Cockburn's force. A s  soon as the 

gunners arrived they opened fire on the waves of Boer horsemen, 

but the determined attackers simply dismounted and advanced £ r o m  
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cover to cover. 

Before Mcrrison's men had fired a dozen rounds, Lessard 

arrived and ordered Morrison to retreat. The Ermelo Boers, 

reinforced by some men £rom the Middleburg Commando, were 

pressing the western flank of the rearguard and threatened to 

cut off Lessard's position. The Number Six gun had already 

pulled out. Morrison's men immediately limbered up and started 

the long haul to the next ridge. Lessard took a handful of men 

and returned to defend the opposite flank. To delay the Boers 

and allow Morrison's gun to escape, Lieutenant Cockburn's men 

held their position and continued to fire. The Dragoons were 

soon overrun and taken prisoner. 

The Boers quickly renewed their pursuit of Morrison's gun. 

About half way to the ridge the artillery horses tired and 

slowed to a walk. With the charging Boers closing to within a 

kilornetre, the Canadians halted, unlimbered the gun and brought 

it into action. They fired two shrapnel shells, but could not 

stop the surging Boer tide. Having g i v e n  the horses a b r i e £  

rest, the men rehooked the gun and continued the drive up the 

steep d o p e  toward the ridge. To assist the exhausted horses, 

the men struggled alongside the animals and pulled on the 

traces, As Morrison's men climbed the last 1500 metres to the 

ridge, the Boers dismounted to take better aim. One of 

Morrison's horses was hit, but did not go down." 

Desperate to Save his mer. and the gun, Morrison sent a 

messenger to Lessard to request reinforcements, A s  the Canadians 

came within sight of the ridge, Morrison was horrified to see 

the infantry supports retiring. Fortunately Morrison's messenger 

met Lieutenant Turner, who rallied about a dozen Dragoons and 

stationed them in some low ground between the Boers and the 

gunners." With Morrison's section moving ever closer to the 

ridge, General Fourie and Commandant Prinsloo launched a last 

push to capture Sergeant Holland's Colt gun and the prized 12 

pounder before they reached the security of the highground. 

Determined to capture the guns, the force of 100 Boers failed to 

spot Turner's men until it was too late, In the clash that 
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ensued both Fourie and Prinsloo were shot and killed." 

Although most of Turner's men were captured, their ambush 

allowed Morrison's men to reach the ridge, whexe Kürrison rode 

up to the retreating infantry and asked the officer to provide 

some cover f ire until the gunners could get the gun into action. 

The infantry ignored the request and kept marching. Fortunately 

the Canadian Mounted Rifles arrived in time to scatter the rest 

of the Boers." General Smith-Dorrien then dispatched the 

Canadian guns to repulse a flank attack, but by this time the 

battle was virtually over. The rearguard entered the camp at 

Blyvooritsicht at 17:OO. The force returned to Belfast the next 

day . 
Smith-Dorrien's two day expedition was a qualified success. 

Although his force suffered a total of nine killed, thirty-one 

wounded and sixteen captured, a l 1  of whom were well treated by 

the Boers and released on the night of 7 November, Smith- 

Dorrien's column burned thirteen farms, captured one prisoner, 

fourteen cattle, 350 sheep and nineteen horses, and killed two 

of the Boer leaders. The destruction of property cornbined with 

the deaths of Fourie and Prinsloo demoralized the Carolina 

Commando and temporarily reduced the number of attacks on the 

southern flank of the railway." 

D Battery played an essential role in this operation. The 

section fired 240 shells during the two day mission." On the 

first day Morrison's guns formed part of the advance guard that 

pushed the Boers steadily back and finally forced the Boers to 

evacuate their strong position on the Witkloof heights. On the 

second day the D Battery guns joined the Royal Canadian Dragoons 

in the rearguard and, though severely outnumbered, shielded the 

retreating column from a determined Boer counterattack." 

Much has been written about the rearguard action at 

Liliefontein. There is no doubt that the Canadian troops fought 

bravely. The three Victoria Crosses, one Distinguished Service 

Order, and one Distinguished Conduct Medal earned by Canadian 

soldiers in this battle attest to that fact." Still, the 

question remains as to who was responsible for the near 
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disaster. Many Canadian troops at the time, and Canadian 

historians since, blamed the British infantry." While the 

Shropshires certainly failed to provide adequate support to the 

rearguard, some other observers have argued that the C a n a d i a n  

officers share the blame for the close call. For example, 

writing fifty years after the battle, H.W. Davy, a gunner in 

Morrison's section, noted that "a k i c k  of CO-ordination of the 

rearguard cornmand was responsible for the near disaster",'" 

More recently Brian Reid has raised similar questions about 

the Canadian leadership of the action. Reid notes that Lessard's 

"galloping about the battlefield coupled with his shouts to 

Morrison leave the impressj.on.,.that he did not have a grip on 

the battle"." Reid also suggests that Lessard may have 

stationed his guns too far forward, and criticizes him for 

weakening the centre of his position to reinforce the flanks." 

It is hard to see what else Lessard could have done. His 

"galloping about" allowed him to keep a general view of the 

engagement, encourage his men and reposition his troops to meet 

changing circumstances , A s  to the distribution of his force, 

Lessard's formation conformed to the artil lery tactics of the 

time, which stated that "the first consideration in selecting a 

position for the Erearguardl artillery is that it shall be able 

to open £ire on the enemy at long range and thus cornpel his 

[forces 1 to assume attack formation at the greatest possible 

distance"." Lessard stationed the guns in a forward position to 

delay the Boer advance and purchase time for the retreating 

column. When the Boers began to get too close, Lessard withdrew 

the guns a short distance to remove them £rom danger. 

Furthermore, Lessard had little choice but to weaken his centre 

to reinforce his flanks. The Boers threatened to outflank his 

position and roll up his entire force. The fact is that Lessard 

did the best job he could with the men and equiprnent at his 

disposal. His force was simply too weak to cover a two and a 

half kilometre wide front against a mobile, nurnerically superior 

enemy , 

While Reid's criticism of Colonel Evans for withdrawing the 
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Canadian Mounted Rifles from the Witkloof ridge, thus permitting 

the Boers to press their attack against the rearguard, is more 

justified, the bulk of the blame for the Canadians' close cal1 

must be attributed to General Smith-Dorrien. He should never 

have had such an unwieldy transport column in the force. 

Moreover, since he knew that a strong Boer force would pursue 

the column, he should have assigned a much stronger rearguard. 

The Canadians were outnumbered, overextended and vulnerable. 

Finally, Smith-Dorrien should have made sure that the infantry 

supports understood fully their role in the rearguard 

withdrawal. 

Smith-Dorrien turned his attention north of Belfast. On 13 

November he led a large force, which included Morrison's 

section, to clear the farms and villages used by the Boer 

guerillas in the Steelpoort Valley. For the next four days the 

force fought the Boer guerillas wherever it found them, rounded 

up sheep and cattle, and destroyed farm houses and villages. The 

column burnt a path six miles wide and completely destroyed the 

village of Witpoort and the town of Dullstroom." 

While the Canadian gunners did not participate directly in 

the looting and farm burning, they had mixed opinions about 

these activities. Some of the men were appalled by the "scorched 

earth" policy. They sympathized with the individual Boer women 

and children and did not want to see "another trip of the 

sort" . 15  Others approved of the policy. If the Boers persisted 

in using farms and villages as military barracks, amunition 

depots and laagers to launch attacks on the railway and ambush 

British patrols, many of the gunners argued, then those farms 

and villages were fair military targets. The fact that many of 

the burning houses exploded revealing large caches of ammunition 

vindicated these gunners' accusations and prompted some to 

assert that the Boers "had nobody to blame but themselves" for 

the large scale destruction." 

The column returned to Belfast on 17 November. The next day 

the D Batterymen prepared to entrain for Pretoria and return 

home. By 23 November D Battery's three sect ions were reunited in 
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P r e t o r i a ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  b r i g a d e d  w i t h  "C b a t t e r y .  S i n c e  

L i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l  D r u r y  h a d  a l r e a d y  moved t o  Cape Town, Major  

Hurdman assumed c o m a n d  of t h e  b r i g a d e  d i v i s i o n .  I n  P r e t o r i a  D 

B a t t e r y  t u r n e d  o v e r  i t s  s i x t y - e i g h t  r e m a i n i n g  C a n a d i a n  h o r s e s  t o  

t h e  I m p e r i a 1  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  v a l u a t i o n  o f  £ 2 1  per 

a n i m a l ,  a n d  s o l d  f o u r  o f  i t s  l i g h t  wagons f o r  £10 e a c h . "  

On 3 December t h e  two b a t t e r i e s  marched  t o  E l a n d s f o n t e i n  

a n d  e n t r a i n e d  f o r  Cape  Town. On 9 December the g u n n e r s  were 

d e t r a i n e d  a t  W o r c e s t e r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  were j o i n e d  by E B a t t e r y .  It 

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  that a l 1  t h r e e  b a t t e r i e s  h a d  b e e n  t o g e t h e r .  

The b r i g a d e  d i v i s i o n  r e m a i n e d  i n  W o r c e s t e r  f o r  t w o  d a y s  t o  

m o n i t o r  a Cape A f r i k a n e r  c o n v e n t i o n .  On 11 December the 

b a t t e r i e s  b o a r d e d  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  Cape Town, w h e r e  t h e y  a r r i v e d  

t h a t  n i g h t .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  t h e  men l o a d e d  t h e i r  e q u i p m e n t  a b o a r d  

t h e  R o s l v n  Castle a n d  s p e n t  a r i o t o u s  e v e n i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y . "  O n  

1 3  December D B a t t e r y  a n d  t h e  res t  of t h e  S e c o n d  C o n t i n g e n t  

s a i l e d  f o r  Canada .  

On 8 J a n u a r y ,  a f t e r  a n  u n e v e n t f u l  t w e n t y - s i x  d a y  v o y a g e ,  

t h e  Poslv~ Castle p u l l e d  i n t o  H a l i f a x  h a r b o u r .  T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  

men were p a i d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  B r i t i s h  army wages  a n d  

t h e  h i g h e r  C a n a d i a n  ra tes .  On 9 J a n u a r y ,  a f t e r  a warm r e c e p t i o n  

i n  H a l i f a x ,  t h e  g u n n e r s  b o a r d e d  t w o  s p e c i a l  t r a i n s  a n d  h e a d e d  

b a c k  t o  O n t a r i o .  A s  t h e  t r a i n s  p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e  s t a t i o n ,  û 

B a t t e r y , R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y ,  p a s s e d  i n t o  h i s t o r y .  

1.See Amery, vol.IV. pp. 23?-300; B a i l e s ,  p . 9 5 . ;  Thomas Pakenham, 
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Conclusion 

D Battery had a varied experience in South Africa. More 

often than not the battery was split into its componznt sections 

and attached to different British formations. The sections spent 

most of the war chasing elusive Cape Colony rebels and 

performing the tedious line of communication duty. Deployed in 

unhealthy areas with little clean water, D Battery's main 

adversary was disease. Three of the battery's four deaths were 

due to enteric fever, and fifteen other D Battery members were 

discharged as "Sick". On the other hand, though the battery 

sustained only one man wounded in battle, the unit's sections 

participated in some of the most intense combat actions of the 

war, including the Lydenburg campaign and General Smith- 

Dorrien's operations in the eastern Transvaal, The gunners lived 

up to their reputation as Canada's best trained and most 

efficient soldiers. D Battery performed remarkably well in al1 

of its thirty-one engagements and earned the praise O£ the 

Imperia1 authoritiesml 

The D Battery gunners reacted to this varied experience in 

different ways, Bored with the often monotonous routine and 

frustrated with the shortage of rations, poor water supply and 

the dirty, lousy, unhealthy living conditions, many of the men 

were disappointed with the reality of their South African 

experience. Far £rom the cheering crowds, patriotic parades, 

stirring speeches and heroic, romanticized notions of warfare, 

rnany of the gunners found that the "soldiers' game was not what 

it was cracked up to be".' Such men grew increasingly anxious to 

return to Canada. 

This sense of frustration eroded morale and discipline and 

ied to tensions between the battery's off icers and some of the 

men, In addition to the men who were punished for various 

breeches of discipline, some of the gunners complained about the 

way the rank and file were treated. Although the newspaper 

correspondents and officia1 unit reports made no mention of 

these complaints, on 14 December the Ottawa Free Press published 

a scathing letter £rom an anonymous member of D Battery. The 
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disgruntled gunner claimed that although "rnost of the boys have 

written home at various times and said we were being used very 

well and had plenty to eat and the of ficers and men were pulling 

well together", this "was done more to save the feelings of 

those at home or out of fear if they wrote anything else therc 

would be trouble". The gunner then proceeded to criticize the 

unit's officers and NCOs for neglecting the men.' 

Not everyone was so disappointed. In fact, rnany of the D 

Battery men enjoyed their experience in South Africa. For 

example, proud of the contribution that he and his men had made 

and of the recognition they received, Lieutenant Morrison noted 

that he "had a nice time at the war" .' Morrison was not alone. 
Encouraged by their low casualty rate, burgeoning mil itary 

reputation and steady incorne, at least twenty-£ive D Battery men 

enjoyed their South African experience enough to re-enlist in 

other Canadian units for a second tour of duty. Walter Bapty 

recalled that he was so enthusiastic he "could hardly wait to 

join" Gat Howard's Canadian Scouts.' 

D Battery's commendable military performance fostered a 

sense of pride and confidence in Canadian military ability. T h c  

D Battery gunners felt that they compared very favourably with 

the British regulars. Coupled with the unit's occasionally 

unpleasant relations with British officers and troops, this 

emerging confidence led some of the gunners to assert that "in 

the next war the Canadian troops should be forrned in one 

division".' Several D Battery veterans went on to serve in the 

Canadian Corps during the Great war, including W.G. Hurdman, 

D.I.V. Eaton, E.W.B. Morrison, and John McCrae.' 

The Canadian government shared the gunners spirit of 

national confidence and self assertion. Canadian participation 

in the South African War 1ed to an increased interest in 

military affaîrs. To achieve a larger degree of military 

autonomy £rom Great Britain and to expand and modernize the 

Canadian forces, the Canadian yovernment, led by the Minister of 

Militia, Frederick Borden, embarked on a program of military 

reform.' D Battery's experience suggested a few reforins for the 
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artillery. 

First, D Battery's operations in the Karoo desert and the 

eastern Transvaal revealed a need for mobile artillery. To meet 

this necessity, the Canadian government converted the Permanent 

Force field batteries into a regiment of Royal Canadian Horse 

Artillery.' Second, D Battery's performance in South A £  rica 

demonstrated the ability of part-time militia gunners. To 

increase the pool of these citizen-soldiers, the government 

created seven new militia field artillery batteries. To improve 

the administration of the militia units and facilitate large 

scale training manoeuvres, the government grouped the twenty- 

four militia field artillery batteries into ten brigades . I o  

Acting upon one of the recornmendations in Lieutenant-colonel 

Drury's South African report, the government assigned an 

ammunition column to each of the brigades." 

Next, D Battery's South African experience demonstrated the 

inadequacy of the 12 pounder weapons. For example, the Canadian 

guns were severely outranged by the Boer artillery in the 

Lydenburg carnpaign. The Canadian weapons also suffered £rom 

excessive recoil. Since the 12 pounders were not equipped with 

an efficient recoil device, the gunners had to reposition and 

re-lay the guns after each shot, a procedure that decreased the 

weapons' already obsolescent rate of £ire." The D Battery 

gunners also learned that the 12 pounders provided little 

protection £rom enemy rifle fire. 

To rectify these shortcomings, the government purchased 

brand new 13 and 18 pounder quick-firing guns, the former for 

the horse artillery and the latter for the field batteries. The 

new weapons fired heavier sheils and had an initial range of 

5650 metres, more than a kilometre longer than the 12 

pounders." Since the new weapons were equipped with a very 

effective recoil absorption system and fired "fixed ammunition", 

that is rounds in which the shell and propellant charge 

cartridge were loaded as one unit, the quick-firing guns had a 

rate of fire of twenty to thirty rounds per minute, about three 

times the rate of the 12 pounders.'' The new weapons were also 



equipped with a gun shield to protect the gunners in action. 

To prcivide the artillery with a training ground large 

enough to £ire at long ranges and perforrn e x e r c i s e s  u n d e r  

tactical conditions, the Canadian government created Camp 

Petawawa in 1905. Situated on the Ottawa River, near Pembroke, 

the new 29,000 hectare camp became the central training depot 

for the Canadian artillery.lS These reforms, based largely on 

lessons learned from D Battery's South African experience, 

helped prepare the Canadian artillery for the next war. 

leLieutenant-Colonel Drury and Major Hurdman list thirty-two 
engagements in their reports, but they include the battle of 
Belfast, where D Battery did not actively participate in t h e  
action. See Sessional Pa~ers 1901 No.35a pp.117, 148. 

2.T. Bargett to Father 1 July 1900 in McCrae Boer War Ledger n.p. 
n.d. 

3.Ottawa Free Press 14 Decernber 1900 p . 8 .  Although the letter 
appears to have been written in August, the editor of the 
paper explains that it was "delayed". Perhaps the disgruntled 
gunner waited until he was sure that the unit was going home 
before he sent the letter to Canada. It is also possible that 
letter was delayed by the slow postal system. 

S.Bapty, Memoirs, p.29.; Carman Miller's Data Entry Sheets indicate 
that sixteen mernbers £rom D Battery re-enlisted after they had 
returned to Canada. John Quinney adds that nine or ten D 
Battery men enlisted in Howard's Scouts in South A £  rica, Since 
I do not have the names of al1 twenty-£ive or twenty-six men 
that re-enlisted, rny statistical table includes only the names 
that 1 can confirm. These include the sixteen men who re- 
enlisted in Canada and J. Kenealy, Walter Bapty, E,Lane and C. 
Mole, whom 1 can confirm joined the Canadian Scouts. Bapty, 
p .29 ;  John Quinney letter dated 29 November in Ottawa Eveninq 
Journal 2 January 1901, p . 6 .  

7.The South African War was a training ground for a generation of 
Canadian rnilitary leaders. Many of the officers who served in 
South Africa went on to hold important positions in the 
Canadian military right through the Great War. D Battery's 
officer's were no exception. W.G. Hurdman Commanded the 8th 
Canadian Field Artillery Brigade frorn 1902-1909. In 1909 he 
was placed on the Reserve Officers list and became an 
inspecter of carriages and military stores for the Militia 



Department. During the Great War Lieutenant-colonel Hurdrnan 
commanded the 3rd Canadian Divisional Artillery Ammunition 
Column. 

D.I.V. Eaton was appointed Major and Second in Command of 
the 3rd Regiment Canadian Mounted Rifles in 1902. Following 
the South African War, Eaton became the first colonial off icer 
to be admitted to the Carnberley Staff College, £rom which he 
graduated in 1905. Upon his graduation, Eaton was appointed 
Assistant Director of Operations and Staff Duties in Ottawa. 
Three years later he became Director of Training. In 1911 
Lieutenant-colonel Eaton was appointed Commanding Officer of 
"6" Battery, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, which he led into 
the Great War. During the war Eaton advanced to lead the 8th 
Canadian Field Artillery Brigade. 

E.W.B. Morrison was promoted to Captain in 1901. Four 
years later he was promoted to Major and became the Commanding 
Officer of the 23rd Field Battery. In 1909 Lieutenant-colonel 
Morrison assumed cornmand of the 8th Field Artillery Brigade. 
Four years later he became Director of Artillery. At the 
outbreak of the Great War Morrison was given command of the 
1st Brigade Canadian Field Artillery. In 1915 he assumed 
command of the 2nd Canadian Divisional Artillery. Promoted to 
the rank of Major-General, Morrison became General Officer 
Commanding Royal Artillery, Canadian Corps, the highest 
artillery rank in the Canadian Corps, in December 1916. 

John McCrae was promoted to Captain in the 16th Field 
Battery in 1901. The following year he became Major and 
Commanding Officer of the unit. McCrae resigned from the 
military in 1904, but returned with the rank of Major as 
Brigade-Surgeon and Second in Command of the 1st canadian 
Field Artillery Brigade in 1914. In 1915 McCrae left the 
artillery to join the Canadian A r m y  Medical Corps. He was 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel in charge No.3 Canadian General 
Hospital. On 26 January 1918, less than three years after he 
penned his immortal poem, "In Flanders Fields", John McCrae 
died in France. See Henry James Morgan, The Canadian Men and 
Women of the Time 2nd ed. Toronto, 1912 pp.362,  562, 755, 
827.; Prescott, In Flanders Fields, pp.42, 74, 76, 101, 128. 

8.See Carman Miller, "Sir Frederick Borden and Military Reform, 
1896-1911" in Canadian Historical Review September, 1969. 
pp.265-284.; Stephen Harris, Canadian Brass p.219. 

g.Nicholson, Gunners of Canada vol.1 Toronto, 1967. pp.164-165. 

11.Ibid ; Sessional Pa~ers No.35a 1901 p.116. 

12.1bid, p.165.; Sessional Pa~ers, p.117. 

1 3 . 8 ~  the end of the Great War the effective range of the 18 
pounders had been increased to over 8000 metres. See Barnes, 
Canada's Guns, p.70. 



14.See Tbid. ; Edward Spiers, The L a t e  Victorian Armv M a n c h e s t e r ,  
1992, p . 3 2 1 .  Although Spiers clairns that the old weapons had 
a rate of £ire of f o u r  to £ive r o u n d s  per minute, Major Hall 
"Guns in South Africa" in Militarv Historv J o u r n a l  December, 
1971, p.8. s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  1 2  pounders could £ i r e  seven to 
e i g h t  r o u n d s  per m i n i l t e .  

15.See Nicholson, pp.169-174. 
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