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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is concemed with the pleasure travels of British middle class men 
and women during the 1860s to World War One. 1 have considered pleasure 
travel as any type of travel primarily motivated by the desire to entertain and 
amuse oneself in a place other than home. It had become a popular leisure 
activity during this time period for a wide range of people, partly due to 
improved methods of transportation, increased monetary capabilities and the 
availability of fiee time. 

Paying special attention to the highly Msited Italy and Switzerland, 1 have 
examined travel writings fiom this period to gain insight into both the 
individual perceptions of pleasure travel and the pleasure traveller and the 
general current of thoughts of the time. Travel writings include guidebooks 
and handbooks, persona1 memoirs and joumals. Having become an integral 
part of middle class life during this period, pleasure travel also became the 
subject of many novels and articles which provide additional insight, mostly 
through criticism and mockery of the traveller. 



Ce mémoire porte sur les voyages de plaisance des hommes et des femmes 
de la classe moyenne britannique entre les années 1860 et la Première guerre 
mondiale. Nous avons défini un voyage de plaisance comme étant tout 
voyage ayant comme motivation principale le désir de se divertir et de 
s'amuser dans un lieu autre que le domicile. 

Les voyages de plaisance sont devenus un mode de divertissement populaire 
auprès de nombreuses personnes durant la période qui nous interesse, 
notamment à cause des progrès achevés en matière de transport, de 
l'accroissement de la richesse ainsi que du temps disponible pour les loisirs. 

Nous avons examiné les écrits de voyage produits durant cette période afin 
de mieux comprendre, d'une part, les perceptions individuelles à l'égard des 
voyages de plaisance et des voyageurs et, d'autre part, les différents courants 
de pensée qui circulaient à ce sujet. Nous avons porté une attention spéciale 
a l'Italie et à la Suisse, deux pays fiéquement visités. Le corpus d'écrits 
de voyage a été constitué à partir des guides de voyage, ainsi que des 
mémoires et des journaux personnel d'individus. De plus, étant donné que 
les voyages de plaisance sont devenus partie intégrante de la Me des 
membres de la classe moyenne durant cette période, nous avons tenu compte 
des nombreux articles et romans publiés à l'époque et qui traitent de ce type 
d'activité. Ces romans et articies tendent généralement à critiquer et à 
ridiculiser les voyageurs, mais permettent de comprendre des aspects 
supplémentaires de l'objet de recherche. 
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CHAPTER ONE : HISTORIOGRAPHY AND METHODOLOGY 

This thesis is concerned with the analysis of the pleasure travelling ofthe men and 

women of the British rniddle class during the 1860s to the First World War when travel 

was halted. 1 have assessed perceptions about the act of pleasure travel through the 

writings of pleasure travel. Specifically, 1 have paid special attention to writings about 

the highly visited wuntries of Switzerland and Italy, which illuminate perceptions in 

general about travel at this time. 

1 have considered pleasure travel as any type of travel primarily motivated by the desire 

to vacation and amuse oneself in a place other than home, rather than for religious, 

econornic or health-seeking motivations. Therefore, pleasure travel can be loosely 

defined as any voluntary travel from which it is anticipated that pleasure will be derived, 

despite the hardships that might potentially be encountered. Furthemore, pleasure travel 

is undertaken for its own sake and is consequently not a necessary evil endured for a 

further end.' 

Pleasure travel had always existed in a variety of forms for the fortunate few. 

Nonetheless, the hardships and discodons endured by early British travellers are 

implicit in the derivation of the word travel. According to histonan Daniel Boorstin: 

The old English noun "travel" (in the sense of a joumey) was onginally 
the same word as "travail" (meaning ''trouble", "work", or "tonnent"). 
And the word "travail", in mm, seems to have been derived through the 
French, fiom a popular Latin or Common Romanic word trepIiunr, which 
meant a three-staked instrument of torture. To joumey - to "travail", or 
(later) to travel - then was to do something laborious or troub~esome.~ 



In spite of unavoidable hardships throughout the centuries, such as robberies, wretched 

roads and lice-ridden inns that necessitated shared accommodations with strangers, men 

and women have continuously chosen to joumey away from their homes.) The Victorian 

period, however, was the first to see large-scale movement of British men and women 

into the wider world on both ternporary and long-tenn bases4 Part of the reason for the 

new accessibility was that a large middle class of people now had the monetary 

capabilities and the availability of time to travel. For many, Europe consequently became 

a continent to visit more than once in a lifetime.' 

Defining exactly who constituted the middle class is notonously difficult to determine. 

The middle class was not defined, in theory, by binh, hereditary title or land-ownership 

as were the nobility. Nor was the middle class defined by a wage-relationship and 

manual ownership, as were the working classes. Therefore the line between the upper 

stratas of the bourgeoisie and the aristocracy is hazy, as is often the line between the 

bourgeoisie and the working classes. It was clear, however, during the nineteenth cenhiry 

that new claimants to middle class status were rapidly increasing in numbers which partly 

added to the dificulty in definition. Throughout this thesis, I am looking at the broad 

range of people who would have been considered as middle c~ass .~ 1 am working on the 

assumption that the travel writings 1 am examining were originally written for a rniddle 

class readership. Exactly who composed this middle class readership, however, is vague. 

In A b r d :  British Lirerq Truveling Between the Wars, Paul Fussell explains that the 

Defenx of the Realm Acts of 19 14 and 19 1 5 virtually prohibited pleasure tnivel abroad 



and that even domestic travel was limited. Travellers instead were soldiers shipped to 

France, Belgium, Italy and Mesopotamia. Fusse11 adds: "The travel books appearing 

whi le the war lasted were by official travelers li ke the mendacious war ~orres~ondents". ' 
Mer the war, many fiontiers were newly created and the spirit nf ~lationalism was 

aroused in many regions. Passports soon becarne mandatory.* When pleasure travel 

between countries resumed it was no longer as *id as it had once been. Hence, this first 

Golden Age of pleasure travel had corne to its end. 

1 have focussed on a variety of travel books, dating fiom the 1860s to World War One, 

which provide the historian with insight into the general currents of thoughts of the time, 

as well as providing information and documentation of individual cases and perspectives 

regarding the methods of travel and attitudes and manners demonstrated while pleasure 

travelling. The travel books include the genres of guidebook and handbook personal 

memoirs and joumals. Having become an integral part of middle class life dunng this 

period, pleasure travel also became the subject of many novels and micles to be read 

even by those who were not preparing to travel. These additionally provide us with 

insight, mostly through cnticism and mockery of the traveller. 

In twentieth century historiography of recent decades there are of€en reflections regding 

the changing nature of pleasure travel. Tourism is considered distinct fiom the older type 

of explorative travel. A tourist is one whose travels are much prepared for him or her by 

an authority in advance. This preparation was design4 to protect the tourkt fiom 

hardships and to reduce ptential inconveniences. Reliable and respectable authorities 



included both the handbooks of Baedeker, Murray and their competitors, and the 

organized group tours of Thomas Cook and Sons and his competitors. 

Boorstin uses the etymologies of the words "travel" and "!ourist" to illustrate the 

differences in these types of travel. The meening of bbtravel", as we have seen, implies 

that it is laborious. Boorstin explains in The Image: A Gui&? to Pseuab-Events in 

America, published in 1961 : 

Significantly, too, the word "tour" in b'touristy' was deived by back- 
formation fiom the Latin Toms, which in tum came fiom the Greek word 
for a tool describing a circle. The traveler, then, was working at 
something; the tourist was a pleasure-seeker. The traveler was active; he 
went strenuously in search of people, of adventure, of experience. The 
tourist is passive; he expects interesting things to happen to him. He goes 
"sight-seing" . . . He expects everything to be done to hirn and for him.9 

Boorstin argues that one of the most ancient motives for travel was to see the unfamiliar. 

But the experience of travel has become diluted, contrived and prefabricated with 

tourism. Formerly, the traveller was active. Travel involved risks to one's health as well 

as planning and expenses. Sometime past the middle of the nineteenth century, however, 

the traveller became passive. Boorstin describes this change quite simply as "the decline 

of the traveler and the rise of the to~rist".'~ Thus, Boomin argues that foreign travel 

ceased to be an undertaking, and instead became a commodity. In buying a tour, the 

tourist obliged the Company to provide for him or her pleasant and interesting 

experiences. Boorstin, like most scholars, sees the real pioneer in the making and the 

marketing of tours as the English Temperance activist Thomas Cook (1808- 1892), who 

began his tours in the 1840s. Cook offered his rniddle class clientele an affordable and 

unwomsome way to travel, including the convenience of knowledgeable guides, hotel 



coupons, room reservations, protection against disease and thievery and miscellaneous 

other advice. Cook's goal was to prepare and protect pleasure travellers and to reduce for 

them the inconveniences of travel. He also provided a feasible way for women to 

travel." Boorstin argues, however, that the passivity of the tourist cheapened the 

experience of travel. 

Boorstin presents the institution of the museurn as another expression of the cheapening 

of the pleasure travel experience. Boorstin argues that the British Museum Act of 

Parliament in 1753 established the modem museum as a major tourist attraction.'* In a 

museum, objects are removed fiom their context and consequently, Boorstin argues, are 

misrepresented. Boorstin therefore calls the museum "a warehouse of cultural artifacts" 

where the tourist does not sa the "vital organs of living culture"." Objects were put in 

museums for convenience, instruction, and amusement. In essence, the tourist was not 

able to perceive the visited region in its tniest form, as it really was. Instead, the tounst 

was left to derive a false sense of the region 6om the very pre-constructed and artificial 

image presented to him or her through tours or guidebooks. The touria, thus argues 

Boorstin, does not move through space and time in the same manner as the traveller. 

Space and place in terms of what the tourist seeks and sees are homogenized. l4 In The 

Beuten Track: Europm Tmrism, Literahrre, and the Wqvs to Cuhre, 1800-1918, 

historian James Buzard refers to the superlicial way in which the tourist has a "view 

through the window": at first the window of a rattling carnage, later a railway W. "The 

panoramic mode of perception was prevalent in the nineteenth century " 



Sara Mills in Discourses of D~flere~tce: An Analysis of Women 's Travel Writing md 

Colonioism, published in 1993, fùrther discusses the perception of the "other" during this 

impenal period when colonial relationships existed between Britain and the countries she 

formally conquered, annexed and administered. l6 Mary Louise Pratt adds in Imperia1 

Eyes: Trawl Writing cmd Trarscuhration, published in 1992, t hat partly as a result of 

these relationships, British pleasure travellers might have seen the other through 

"Imperia1 eyes". As a result, travel writings to some extent helped to produce "the rest of 

the wcrld" for its British readership." In this thesis, 1 will consequently carefully 

examine the perspective evident in British travel writings of this time. 

Paul Fussell and James Buzard, however, additionally speak of anti-tourists. Fussell is 

correct in clarifiing that what we today would cal1 exploration was called travel in the 

nineteenth century. The example Fussell gives is Francis Galton's 1855 travel advice 

book entitled, The Art of Trawl: Shifrs and Contrivmces Available in Wlld Countries. 

Fussell argues that Gahon's advice to travellers is very different fiom that of Baedeker in 

that 7he Art of Travel is essentially a suMval manual, with instructions on blacksmithing 

and defending a camp against "natives". Baedeker did not catet to explorers but to those 

pleasure tnivellers, the tourists, who wanted to see what had been designated by the 

authority of Baedeker, Murray and colleagues as truly imperative sites to be seen and 

thus expenenced. 

Buzard fùrther argues: 

But conventions for distinguishing tme travellers fkom men tourias had 
already begun to establish themselves by the time that the Victorian 



transport technologies and bureaucracies appeared on the scene, and the 
conventions helped to shape reactions to new technologies and 
bureaucracies. '' 

Buzard's assertions throughout his book are that "travel" acquires its special value by 

viriue of its differential relationship with "tourism", and that the two together make up a 

binary opposition fundamental to and characteristic of, modem culture. 

1 think Fussell and Buzard's suggestions and arguments are not incorrect but the 

conclusions are derived with hindsight, whereas their motives encourage them to go back 

and define tounsm and anti-tourism along twentieth century lines, fiom a twentieth 

century perspective, in order to see the emergence of it. When considering the nineteenth 

century texts without paying attention to this argument, the labels as to what is trwel and 

what is tourisrn are not as cleatly addressed. What is clear is the emergence of what 

Buzard neatly calls "anti-tourism" but c m  be more safely describecl as criticism of the 

popularization of pleasure travel. 

It is tme that even during the nineteenth century there began a distinction between the 

traveller and the tourist. However, with the added advantage of historical hindsight, 

Buard, Fussell and Boorstin push this t w  far: the distinction becomes clearer than it 

really was in the nineteenth century. To a large degree in the nineteenth century, the 

word "tourist" was us& interchangeably with the word "traveller", both implying 

anything within the wide range of pleasure travel. Although the word "tourism" was 

already in use, "excursions" and "excursionists" were more widely used and clearly 

defined ternis to the same effkct. Consequently, 1 have almost always refmed to what 



twentieth century historians consider as nineteenth century tourism, as "excursions", 

although 1 have quoted fiom nineteenth century sources where both the words "tour" and 

"excursion" are used. Explorative travel and tourism were in fact two distinct styles of 

pleasure travel during the later nineteenth century. Much criticism of one or other of 

these styles appeared during this tirne, which 1 discuss at length in the last chapter of this 

thesis. Criticisms regarding excursions and excursionists include attacks on their class 

and their perspective and conception of their travels. 

This thesis considers individual perspectives and also pays attention to the fashion of the 

Vidonan and Edwardian times, in an attempt to get a sense of the climate and opinions 

of the times towards pleasure travel and the general enthusiasm and conflicts over it. 
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CHAPTER TWO : PLEASURE TRAVEL IN CONTEXT 

In this chapter 1 will bnefly discuss British pleasure travel leading up to the middle of the 

nineteenth century. In addition 1 will demonstrate how and why the middle of the 

nineteenth century to World War One was a time for the development of the popularity 

and capability of pleasure travel amongst the middle classes. In doing so, 1 will descnbe 

the different types or styles of pleasure travel that had developed at this time. 

The search for improved physical health was often the motive for travel throughout 

Britain and continental Europe at least as early as the Middle Ages. This is evident fiom 

existing published material, such as William Turner's A Bwke of the nutures mû 

properties as well of the bathes in Englmdar of other bathes in Gennany andltaIy very 

neceswryjor al1 seikpersons thut can not be healed without the he lp  of naîural bathes, 

a treatise published in 1562 arguing for the medicinal use of baths. ' Watering places in 

continental Europe were also frepuented by the British upper class. The popularity of 

Spa, a watering place situated in Liège, Belgium, celebrated for its curative mineral 

spnngs, is demonstrateci through the generd application of the term "spa" or "spaw" to 

al1 watering places by the early seventeenth century2 

As early as the sixteenth century, however, English inland watering places that were 

fkquented as health resorts, such as Bath and Buxton, bean to offer additional 

entertainment to their aristocratie visitors.' There was a great increase in the number of 

inland watenng places in England beginning in the second half of the seventeenth 

century, at the same thne at which these health resorts increasingiy became outlets for 



pleasure-seekers.4 In 1 752, Henrietta, wi fe of Lord Luxborough, suffered from nervous 

disorders and went to Bath to "take the cure".'   ad^ Luxborough wrote to her fiiend, 

p e t  William Shenstone, to tempt him to join her in the diversions she enjoyed: "We 

have also friendl y Othellos, Falstaffs, Richards the Third, and Harlequins, who entertain 

one dail y for half t he price of your Garriks, Barry s and Rich's. . . Through her letters 

we also know of the orchestral concerts, the theatre and the gardens of Bath. Lady 

Luxborough therefore divulges how the entertainment alone drew visitors to watering 

places. 

It was additionally fashionable throughout the eighteenth century for sea bathing to be 

advocated as a method for curing diseases. The seaside resort was often modelled after 

the inland watering place and was mainly frequented by the same class of Msitor. 

Historian J.A.R. Pimlott convincingly argues, "With their assembly roorns, subscription 

balls, promenades, circulating libraries, orchestras, scientific and literary lectures, the 

new watering places imitated the old".' Like their inland predecessors, seaside resorts 

offered a wide variety of diversions and wnsequently amacted pleasure-seeken. 

The Gand Tour, a leisurely investigation of the European continent, had been an English 

tradition since Elizabethan times. The Grand Tour was considered to be a means of 

polishing a young man so that he might become a cultivated man of the world; it was 

theorized as the las  step to be taken in the institution of   ou th.* In theory, the 

aristocratie participants in the Grand Tour were expected to be introduced to the rnanners 

and customs of the continent by retracing well-wom paths of cultural and political sights, 



in particular through Italy and   rance.^ There were, however, some young women who, 

under the protection of suitable escorts, travelled the same beaten paths as the men of 

their times. For example, for Lady Fetherstonhaugh the Grand Tour setved as a two-year 

honeymoon. At the close of the eighteenth century the Grand Tour was undertaken by 

entire farnilie~.'~ Clearly, a married woman did not expenence the same fieedom touring, 

as did a young, single man. Furthemore, it was certainly not common for a wornan to 

undertake the Grand Tour since the mdimentary educat ion of upper class women never 

required a Grand ~ o u r  . ' l 

Historian Jeremy Black has pointed out that it is impossible accurately to calculate the 

number of Grand Tourists travelling at any given tirne because passports were neither 

compulsory nor was there any standardized method for their use.I2 It is nevertheless 

clear fiom descriptive accounts, lettas and joumals that the Grand Tour reached its 

greatest popul~ty during the later part of the eighteenth century. 

At the height of the Grand Tour's ppularity, if not before, there is evidence that the 

purpose of the tour was as much to amuse the young men as it was to educate them. J. 

Andrews writes in 1784: 'The majority of our travellers mn over to France for no other 

motives than those which lead them to Bath, Tunbridge, or Scarborough. Amusement 

and dissipation are th& principal, and often their only ~iews".'~ ~leasures such as 

idleness, sex, gambling and drinking were easy to succumb to and readily accessible. It 

is ultimately worth questionhg to what extent the actual goals of the Grand Tour were 

accomplished by its participants, or perhapq the goals of the Grand Tour for some 



included these types of life experiences. In both cases, it is clear the Grand Tour was not 

without its amusements. 

There is no doubt that women did not have as many opportunities to travei as did men. 

Prior to the nineteenth century, a woman's travels were ofien undertaken as a 

consequence of her husband's diplornatic missions. l4 Women's travels have nevertheh 

been well documented. For example, Mariana Starke published her two-volume Letters 

from Itafy in 1800, after a seven years' residence in Italy in attendance on a consumptive 

relative. Starke published Trmeïs on the Continent in 1820, which was later enlarged 

and re-published as Truvels in Europe for the Use of Trawffers on the Continent and 

Likewise in the Island of Sici&, to which is Added m Account of the Rernains of Ancient 

Ira&. Carefiilly compiled, indicating what to take on one's travels, where to go and how 

to get there safely, Starke's guidebooks were the forerumers of the Baedeker and Murray 

handbooks that evolved in the mid-nineteenth century and that 1 will discuss at length in 

my fourth chapter. Other well known published travel memoirs written by women during 

the fira half of the nineteenth century include Mary Shelley's Rambling rhrough 

Gennmy mtd Itafy, Dorot hy Wordsworîh' s Joumai of a TOM on the Continent, publis hed 

in 1820, and Franas Trollope's Domestic Mmners of the Americmts, published in 1832, 

which brought her immediate profit and celebrity. In 1769, Lady Mary Woriley 

Montague published three volumes entitled, Letters of the Rght Honourable La& Mary 

Wortley Montague: Wdtîen &ring her Travels in Europe, Asia, a d  Afnca, !O Persons of 

Distinction, anù Men of Letters, &c. in Different Parts 0-p: Which Contain Among 

Other C u M s  Relations, Accounts of the Policy and Mamers of the Turks: Bawn from 



Sources that have been I,iaccessible fo Other Trawllers. ûther great writers such as 

Edward Gibbon commented on the outstanding in-depth howledge Wortley expressed in 

these letters. 

The tradition of touring Britain began during the sixteenth century at a time when there 

were improvements in English roads and in cartography. Esther Moir in The Discovery 

of srirain: The Englsh Tourists I5404840, convincingly argues that one tùrther 

motivating force for the Tour of Britain was Tudor pride in both the past and in the 

contemporary greatness of England. Moir writes: "Bound by no tradition or convention, 

lacking the established routes and rituals of the Grand Tour, it became a popular pastime 

amongst gentlemen of leisure to travel for weeks, even months, in discovery of their own 

country". l5 

Like those who travelled abroad, the English who travelled their native country prior to 

the nineteenth century were of the nobility and the gentry.'6 M n g  the eighteenth 

century, they toured England drawn by a sense of the pst. Inspired by a romantic 

attraction to Gothic ruins, the remains of antiquity or the picturesque, they consequently 

took interest in places such as Stonehenge. Otherq like Celia Fiennes, who recorded her 

journeys across England when travelling fiom 1685 to 1697, demonstrated a strong 

interest in the contemporary, rather than the ancient sites, of h a  native country. 

Fiennes onginally began her joumeys around England for the benefit of her hedth: "My 

joumeys, as they were begun to regain my health by variety and change of aire and 



exercise, soe whatever prornoted that was pursied."" But Fiennes continued to travel out 

of pleasure and personal interest. Fiennes observed the details of daily life and wrote 

about her personal adventures which she introduces with these words: 

Now this much without vanity may be asseried of the subject, that if al1 
persons, both Ladies, much more Gentlemen, would spend some of their 
tyme in Joumeys to visit their native Land, and be airious to infonn 
themselves and make observations of the pleasant prospects, good 
buildings, different produces and manufactures of each place, with the 
variety of sports and recreations they are adapt to, would be a sovereign 
remedy to cure or presave from these epidemick diseases of vapours, 
should 1 add Laziness? It would also form such an ldea of England, add 
much to its Glory and Esteem in our minds and cure the evil itch of 
overvaluing foreign parts; at least îùrnish them with an equivalent to 
entertain strangen when amongst us, or infonn them when abroad of their 
native Country, which has been often a reproach to the English, ignorance 
and being strangers to t hemselves. '' 

Fiennes was struck by the ignorance of the English regarding their own country, their 

overvaluing of foreign sites and thus their implicit undervaluhg of England. Fiennes 

tried to correct this by promoting a sort of nationalistic pride in England for the beneft of 

both the English and t heir portrayal of England to ot hers. 

Also taking interest in pleasure travelling in his native country, in 1725 joumalist Daniel 

Defoe began to write a series of letters based on the notes which he took during his three 

extensive joumeys around England, describing the cument state of the country including 

the economic potmtial of some areas.19 Defoe's commentary about the current state of 

England is compiled in his A TM through the I s f d  of Britoin, a popular read in the 

eighteaith century, which he describexi as: 

A Description of the most flourishing and opulent Country in the World.. . 
Here is the present state of the Country dexrib9d, the Improvement, as 
well in Culture9 as in Commerce, the Encrease of Peopk, and Employment 
for them: Also here you have an Account of the Encrease of Buildings, as 



well in Great Cities and Towns, as in new Seats and Dwellings of the 
Nobility and Gentry; also the Encrease in Wealth, in many eminent 
Particulars.. . If Antiquity takes with you, tho' the lwking back into 
remote Things is studiously avoided; yet it is not wholly omitted, nor any 
usefbl Observations neglected.'* 

Defoe's A Tour is considered by many historians to be the best authonty available for a 

description of eighteenth century cities and towns. Defoe travelled through East Anglia 

and in the southeastem countries from London to Land's End, in the West Country and in 

Wales, in the Midlaad counties to Yorkshire and throughout the northeast and the 

northwest. Everywhere he went, Defoe obsend countq and town life with a skilful 

journalistic perspective. 

Throughout the eighteenth century pleasure travel to the Continent remained a pastime of 

the elite but interest in discovering end touring England also continuecl. M n g  the 

eighteenth century topographers were covering England and publishing maps of the 

country. Furthennore, in every county, clergymen and other residents were writing 

histones of their own parishes and counties, searching for antiquities and tracing back the 

records of old families. National pride and romanticism played a role in influencing 

these activities. National, romantic pride is also demonstrated in the popularity of the 

surnmer excursion to the Lake District of England duhg  the 1790s. That is, the 

romantic sentiment of finding beauty in nature evidently influenced many to visit the 

Lake District. This popularity, moreover, developed at a time when European politics led 

to difficulties for the English to travel the European continent2' Furthennore, in 

Victonan times, the social life of the upper classes revolved around "the season", a t h -  

month p e n d  fiom May to rnid-August when the upper classes came to London to mingle 



socially and to provide opportunities for young people of what was considered suitable 

backgrounds to meet." Ultimately, this can be considered pleasure travel. 

Other fonns of pleasure travel, both in England and abroad, were becoming increasingly 

accessible to a wider range of people throughout the nineteenth century. In England and 

across the Continent there were improvements to roads and the use of steamboat for 

pleasure  excursion^.'^ And there was the development of the railways, one of the most 

important and radical developments that gave a changing face to pleasure travel. 

Pleasure travel ultimately was t r a n s f o d  into a non-mclusive fonn of leisure. 

Revolutionary changes o c c u ~ d  in ship construction with the building of steamships 

during the later part of the eighteenth century; by 18 18, for example, a steamship had 

crossed the Atlantic and in 1825 a steamship reached ~ n d i a . ~ ~  It was not until the first 

quarter of the nineteenth century, however, that the early use of steamers for pleasure 

excursions also began. By the 1870s, express luxury liners such as the British Cunard 

Company were popular, and a voyage on the Mediterranean or Adriatic was almost 

inseparably connecteci with a tour in Italy. In faa, until the 1880s, the pleasure traveller 

could only reach Sicily by steamboat." In addition, steamboats became a part of the 

entertainment of the pleasure travella; as described in Baedeker handbooks, "If the 

vesse1 steams along the coast the voyage is oflen extnmely entertaining, and if open sea 

is traversed the magnificent Italian sunsets, which light up the deep blue water with its 

ctimson rays, present a scene not easil y f ~ r ~ o t t e n . " ~ ~  



Much railway construction occurred in England in the mid-1830s and the 1840s. The 

railway system was considered an institution by the 18~0s." Between 1828 ~d 1 854 

most western European countries also opened railway lines, including Italy in 1838 and 

Switzerland in 1844.'' Railways eliminated the tipping of guards and drivers, 

consequently making it a cheaper form of travel. Further advantages included increased 

speed and more cornfortable night travel. The railway also allowed for a great 

improvement in the organization and orderliness of the joumey: a time-schedule might be 

kept by the traveller since the railway allowed for a dependable accuracy when predicting 

tirne.l9 The industrialization that created the railway system additionally produced a 

large and prosperous middle class and a still larger urban proletariat. The railway 

evidently made travel for these classes possible by making travel cheap, quick and easy 

as never before." By the end of the nineteenth century an annual holiday away fiom 

home and by rail was established tradition throughout the middle classes and was 

sometimes extendecl to include the ôetter paid manual ~orkers.~'  The Ruihuuy 

Traveller 's H I  Book of Hints, Suggestions and A h c e  Before the Joumy, fkst 

published in Bath in 1862, categorizes the types of train travellers as business travellers, 

health-seekers travelling to seaside resorts like Brighton, and pleasure-~eekrn.'~ 

As a consequence of railway development, a multitude of new island watering places and 

English seaside resorts sprang up, catering to al1 classes for both day trips and 

traditionally longer excursions. By 185 1 the seaside resort was without any important 

cornpetiton as a holiday de~tination.~' The day trip becarne a popular possibility for the 

working class since commitments to work and low income othewise restrkted their 



opportunities to travel far fkom home, especially before the Bank Holidays Act of 1871, 

the Holidays Extension Act of 1875, and the establishment of the Saturday half-holiday. 

Even with religious opposition, excursions were mostly confined to Sundays until the 

establishment of the custom of holidays with The middle and working classes, 

however, did not vacation at the same destinations: certain watering places such as 

Blackpool were fashionable and reputable resorts for upper class visitors, until leisure 

time and the excursion train helped make Blackpool a favourite resort of the working 

classes and consequently stimulated its growth as a resort. As an additional result, 

however, of the newfound popularity among the working classes, Blackpool no longer 

remaineci a9 opportune resort for the upper classes.'' 

When abroad, middle class pleasure travellers ofien stayed in hotels. Switzerland's 

hotels were models of good management, cleanliness, courtesy and convenience. The 

development of these bourgeois virtues m e  as an effort by hotel owners to attract 

travellers for economic gain. Hotels, as a result, cooperated with one another in 

establishing standards and in organizing sports, excursions and other amusements. The 

Swiss innovations in hotel development influenced hotel owners in other countries to take 

the same initiative." 

Thus, the first Golden Age of pleasure travel can be roughly designated as beginning in 

the Mddle of the nineteenth centwy and lasting until World War One. Historian Paul 

Fusse11 explains that the Defense of the Realm Acts of 1914 and 19 15 virtually prohibited 

pleasure travel abroad for the British, and even domestic travel was also severely limited. 



Many travelled because of war, as soldiers shipped to France, Belgium, Italy and 

Mesopotamia. Fusse11 additionally notes &er the Great War, that many frontiers were 

newly created and the spirit of nationalism was arouscd in many regions. For the fust 

time, passports became a mandatory yet scandalous fixture Consequently, yleasure 

travel did not resurne with the same fiuidity between countries as previously e~isted.~' 

THE CONVENTIONS AM) STYLES OF PLEASURE TRAVEL 1860-191 1 

How and where pleasure travel took place was for the most part determined by 

convention or style rather than personal taste. Thus, the fashion developed the pattems in 

travel; patterns in turn have expanded and systemized a young tourist industry3' Both 

organized group excursions and the new style of guidebook geared towards the slightly 

more independent pleasure traveller are evidence of a new type of pleasure travel that 

emerged dunng this period. 

What was arguably the first organkd pleasure tour group occurred in England in 1838, 

when several hundred people travelled fiom Wadebridge to nearby Bodmin in order to 

witness two public exeations, a popular entertainment of the time.39 Thomas Cook 

(1808-1892) was by no means the first tourin agent but he is nevertheless credited as 

having developed tourism into an industry. Cook's first effort was initially bom out of 

his desire to rally support for temperance. On July 5, 184 1, Cook, the secretary of the 

South Midland Temperance Association, and a large number of excunionists, 

approximated by historians to be anywhere from 485-570, were accompanieâ by 

temperance offiwrs and a brass band on an eleven-mile joumey by train fiom Leicester 

station to The one-day excursion included a teetotal procession through the 



t o m  of South Fields, speeches, and a lunch provided by Cook. In 1845, Cook started to 

auanse tours commercially. His method was to rent a special train at his own risk and to 

sel1 seat tickets at greatly reduced prices.4J By the 1860s, Cook was organizing 

Continental tours to Switzerland, France and Italy. 

Cook's tours provided wornen with a wnvenient means to travel unaccompanied and still 

remain within the protection of a guide and a group. Women travelling alone were 

otherwise considered "unprotected. A rigid cade of behaviour existed for women while 

travelling to a destination: According to Etiquctte: Rufes and Usages of the Best Socie~ ,  

fust published in 1866, the prefetable way for a lady to travel was with an escort. The 

duties of an escort included attending to the lady's baggage. prochng her tickets, 

ensuring to the best of his ability t h t  her surroundings and her joumey be agreeable to 

her. In tusn, a lady might supply her escort with ample money to pay for the expenses of 

the journey." As a result, Cook's excursions became a reasomble alternative to the 

escort, and a large percentage of Cook's excursionists were women. 

Those who did not join a Cook tour moved around by their own means, often on foot 

with the guidance of guidebook. Around the tum of the century and aftenvards, it 

became wmmon to motor and cycle. Motoring cars were otten aibject to a customs 

duty. The individual cyclist who was not a member of a tour frepuently was required to 

make a monetary deposit with the customs authorhies, which was returned to the cyclist 

when leaving the region. Memks of well known cycling clubs* however, were oflen 

spared the hassle. 



In chapter three, and especially in chapter four, 1 will further discuss, at length, a new 

style of guidebook geared for the independent pleasure traveller, which prvvides evidence 

of a new type of pleasure travel that emerged during this period. in chapter three 1 will 

discuss in detail the fiequency of middle class pleasure travel to Italy and to Switzerland. 
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CHAPTER THREE : ITALY AND SWITZERLAND AS MEDITERANNEAN 
AND ALPINE PASSIONS FOR PLEASURE: TRAVELLERS 

The frequency of British middle class pleasure travel to Italy and to Switzerland during 

the later part of the nineteenth century demonstrates how movements in taste mate 

patterns in travel: Italy and Switzerland both were destinations that developed in 

popularity and in reputation throughout the time period 1 am discussing. Throughout the 

next chapters, 1 will discvss travel writings specifically about Italy and Switzerland in 

order to illustrate aspects of the nature of the British approach to pleasure travel as a 

whole. 1 have chosen to discuss Italy because during the later part of the nineteenth 

century British middle class pleasure travellers were as passionate about Italy as were the 

upper class during the height of the Grand Tour. I have chosen to discuss Switzerland 

because beginning in the 1850s, the British for the first time began to be passionate about 

mountaineering in the Swiss Alps. 

The differences in the nature of the attractions to these regions make for an interesthg 

discussion. In addition, using one example to the south and one to the north, each 

quite distinct from the other, 1 am able to draw some more general conclusions about 

attitudes regarding British pleasure travel. 

THE BRITISH ATTRACTION TO ITALY 

Author, pet, histonan and artist John Addington Symonds who spent some time in Italy 

recnvering Born il1 healt h wrote in his Sketches c d  Sludes in It& und Greece about the 

British attraction to Italy: 



It is not strange that Italy should thus in matters of culture have been the 
guide and mistress of England. Italy, of al1 the European nations, was the 
first to produce high art and literature in the dawn of modem civilization. 
Italy was the first to display refinement in domestic life, polish of 
manners, civilities of intercourse. In Italy the commerce of the courts first 
developed a society of men and women, educated by the same traditions 
of humanistic culture. In Italy the principles of govemment were first 
discussed and reduced to theory. In Italy the zeal for the classics took its 
origin; and scholarship, to which we owe our mental training, was at first 
the possession of none almost but Italians. 

The importance of this service, rendered by Italians to the rest of Europe, 
cannot be exaggerated. By explonng, digest ing, and reproducing the 
classics, Italy made the labour of scholarship comparatively light for the 
northern nations, and extended to us in the enthusiasm for erudition. Our 
great pets  could handle lightl y, and yet profit ab1 y, those masterpiece of 
Greece and Rome, beneath the weight of which, when e s t  discovered, the 
genius of the Italians had wavered.. . 1 

The study of classics was an essential part of any upper or middle class education in 

England. In Viaonan public schools, for instance, up to three-quarters of class time was 

spent on Greek and Latin. Consequently, the British associated their conternporary Italy 

with that which they had studied, and projected their love and respect for the ancient 

civilization onto their contmiporwy Italy 

As a result, during the nineteenth century, as during the eighteenth, Western Italy was the 

leisure destination for the majority of Britons going south. John Pemble, in ïRe 

Meditemanean Passion: yictorims and Ehuardians in the South, suggest s t hat , al t hough 

statistics are scanty, they nevertheless illustrate that Italy was p r e f d  by the majority of 

British travellers until the 1860q when the attraction of the South of France was 

h m i n g  paramount.2 Even with some competition between destinations, however, 

southan Italy remained a favourite destination throughout Maorian and Edwardian 



times. During the 1860s railways were being built in southem Italy, and Sicily was also 

being served by steam by the 1880s. The British took advantage of the progressive 

methods of travel to visit Italy. 

To avoid both extremes of hot and cold, pleasure travellers migrated south in the autumn 

and north in the spring, while many different areas were briefly fashionable as winter 

resorts. Until well into the 1870s, however, travelling Victonans followed the itinerary 

of the eighteenth century Grand Tour, devoting their time mostly to the Tyrrhenian side 

of the Apennines and ignonng the Adriatic Coast. They spent their auturnns in Florence, 

Novembas and Decembers in Rome for Christmas and the New Yeu, and moved on to 

Naples for the remainder of the winter and for ~ent.' Rome was usually abandoned by 

the northem tourists won after   aster.' The number of Victonans visiting Italy was 

evidently srnall in cornparison to the numbers of travellers visiting the country dunng the 

twentieth century, but there is nevertheless no doubt that Victorian travellers made an 

impression wherever t hey went and affectecl local economies. ' 

Al1 sorts of British individuals made their way to Italy for longer than a short visit: the 

leisured, the literary, the artistic ad the homosexual. Expatriate cornrnunities developed 

in di fferent regions. While Rome was the metroplis of the artist, Florence was the 

centre for homosexuals. Pemble cites an estimation by Whiteside that in Florence there 

lived about 900 expatriates of al1 nationalities, with the British contingent likely to have 

been baween a third and a half of thesc individuais, making it the largest British 

expatriate community in baly. 



Italy was cailed by Shelley the "Paradise of Exiles" and the British expatriates in Italy 

were written about in volumes of Victorian novels, including E.M. Forster's A Room with 

o View and Where Angels Fear to Tread, and Dickens' NichoIm Nickleby and Linle 

DoW. 

Guidebook writer and publisher Karl Baedeker additionally explains the British attraction 

to Italy in Itafy: Hmdbook for TrmIlers, published in 1867: 

From the earliest ages down to the present tirne Italy has ever exercised a 
powerful influence on the denizens of more northem lands, and a joumey 
thither has often been the fondly cherished wish of many an aspiring 
traveller. At the present day this wish a n  be gratified with comparative 
facilitY.' 

Clearly, Italy was exceptional in the British mind. As Pemble argues in The 

Me&terrmean Passion, "the graces of superior civilization were aquired rather than 

imparted. Here the British saw themselves as pupils, rather than as teachers."' There 

was the notion for some that Italians were modem Romans and as a result the British did 

acknowledge the superiority of the Classical and Renaissance fine arts of Italy. 

Consequently, a man who had not been to Italy might have been perceived as iderior. 

Italy was, nevertheless, not home to its British travellers. ltaly is often described as 

uncomfortably hot and dirty at the same t h e  as being the centre of greatness. Italians 

were additionally thought of as crude and unrefined. 

The British romance with Italy is fiinher explained by John Addington Syrnonds and his 

daughter Margaret in Our Life in the Sviss HighlCIItdS? published in 1907: 



The English have never, indeed, at any time been slavish imitators of the 
Italians; but Italy has formed the dreamland of the English fancy, inspiring 
poets with their most delightful thoughts, supplying them with subjects, 
and implanting in their minds that sentiment of Southm beauty which, 
engrafted on our more passionately imaginative Northern nature, has 
borne rich fiuit in the works of  Chaucer, Spenser, Maïlowe, Shakespeare, 
Milton, and the poets of this c e n t u ~ y . ~  

Symonds sought refuge in Italy due to illness. Suffering from impaired sight and 

consumptive tendencies, he settled in Switzerland during the 1870s and travelled to ltaly 

for the winters. It can be argued that his attraction to Italy was linked to the country's 

flourishing homosemial community. There were numerous Englishmen who were in 

exile in Italy due to the intolerance of homosexuality in England, some of whom 

contributed to a tradition of writings which describe an aesthetic attraction to the beauty 

and sensuality of M y .  This Victorian Hellenism which graduslly developed throughout 

the nineteenth century is sometimes r e f e n d  to as the Grbek Movement by scholars such 

as Linda Dowling in HetZenism & Homosexuatity in Victorian Uxjbrd. I o  Although 

Symonds did reside in Italy for lengthy periods of time, he can still be cwnted as a writer 

of this aesthetic tradition. Symonds' argument regarding the British romance with Italy 

is, nonetheless that Italy was the inspiration and dreamland of the English fancy in 

general. It is clear Rom the works of Symonds and of many other writers and artists that 

this was in fact tme. 

There were a number of popular variations on how the British perceived Italy. Frederic 

Harrison wrote in an article, "Rome Revisited, appearing in the Formaghrly Review in 

1893: 

For the historian, Rome must always be the central city of this earth - the 
spot towards which al1 earl ia  history of mankind mud in the end converge 



- from which al1 modem history must issue. Rome is the true microcosm, 
wherein the vast panorama of human civilization is reflected as on a 
m i o . .  . But no other city approaches Rome in the enormous span of its 
history, and in its chamter of being the centre.. . L 1 

This perception again stems from the nostalgic feelings of the Bntish for the great 

civilization of ancient Rome. Moreover, during the years of 1875- 19 14, which histonans 

such as Eric Hobsbawm refer to as the Age of Empire, there is no doubt that Britain, in 

al1 of her imperial power and glory, identified herself with the greatness of the Roman 

Empire. 

ûthen looked a .  Italy as the home of art and architectural treasures which were not weil 

preserved or protected. British fascination with such treasures was also strong during the 

days of the Grand Tour. During the 1850s, however, Ruskin, arnong others, had reponed 

that such Roman treasures were in mins. Ruskin, John Stuart Mil1 and Thomas Hardy 

were al1 adamant opponents to the process of restoration of the paintings and mins 

arguing against the altering of the original. l2 The relic of the great civilization of 

yesteryear was considered more precious when it was closer to its original sîate. 

THE BRITISH ATTRACTION TO SWITZERLAND AND THE ALPS 

Switzerland was a favourite nonhem attraction for the Bntish middle class throughout the 

second half of the nineteenth century. The British attraction to Switzerland was to a large 

extent diffennt h m  their attraction to Italy. It was the raw and natural beauty of the 

Alps and, specifically, the spoit of mountaineering that are most often discussed with 

great enthusiasm in late nineteenth century travel writings. This wntrasts with the 

descriptions of Italy, where natural beauty was not as great an attraction as was culture 



and ltalian history. Interest in Switzerland was not centereâ on the ancient, historical or 

cultural, but on the here and now: the conquenng of the virgin peaks of the A!ps. Yet it 

is evident in the writings that both countries provoked a sense of grandeur, of the 

humbleness of the human being. 

It is difticult to trace where in the Alps the first ascent by an Englishman occurred, 

though credit is given to the members of a wlony of young Britons in Geneva who, in 

1741, included the athlete William Windham, famous in England as "Boxing Windham"; 

Windharn, who had a history of fines for various assauhs and for causing rnischief and 

was in search for additional amusements and adventures, assembleci a par@ with a large 

brigade of guides who visited Chamoix and ascended  onta an vert? Windham published 

the account of his joumey in the Jmtlt~i Helvetique in Neuchatel and lata in London, 

consequently attracting attention to the region. Subsequent mountaineers wrote 

aceounts of theù adwntures. This provoked what is often describeci as the "opening of 

the Alps", the increasingly poplar fashion for pleasure travellers to mountaineer in 

Switzerland. By Decemba 22, 1857, the Alpine Club developed out of the desire of the 

British mountaineers to get together in London and compare notes of their ascents.15 

The golden age of mountain climbing came about in the 1850s and 1860s when it came to 

be considered as an invigorating, youtffil and rejuvenating sport. It was also primarily a 

middle class sport. Histonan Oordon T. Stewart convincingly argues that the Alpine 

Club was a characteristic Victorian institution in that it was exclusive and class- 

conscious, blackballing undesirable candidates and establishing an authority mpected by 



7he Times and the reading public. l6 Of the 28 1 members of the Alpine Club between the 

years of 1857 and 1863, only three members were of the landed aristocracy and only nine 

members could be classified as traditional county gentlemen. " Furthemore, unlike the 

middle class attraction to M y  evident Eom the age of the Grand Tour, mountaineering 

was a new interest with no real precedent. The Alps were sometimes crossed by young 

men dunng the Grand Tour. But Grand Tounsts were not drawn to the Alps as an 

integral part of their travels. Consequently, mountaineering developed as a distinctly 

middle class type of pleasure travel. Even more specifically, it developed as a male 

adventure. Although there are documented accounts of women partaking in the 

adventure, the mountaineers, including especially the rnembers of the Alpine Club, were 

largely male. 

Arnold Lunn wrote me Alps, a history of European attitudes towards the Alps in 1914, 

the end of the period on which 1 am focussing. Although a historian himself, Lunn 

rernains an eyewitness source. Lunn nostalgically recalls in 1914 the golden but more 

primitive age of mountaimering in the 1850s and 1860s. 

The period which closes with the ascent of the Matterhorn in 1865 has 
been called the Golden Age of Mountaineering . . . Mountaineering in the 
'fifties and 'sixties was in many ways far more arduous than it is today. 
Club-huts are now scattered through the Alps. It is no longer necessary to 
carry firewood and sleeping bags to some lonely bivouac beside the banks 
of great glaciers. A sudden gust of bad weather at Nght no longer mems 
that the climber starts at dawn with drenched clothes. The excellent series 
of Climbed Guides give minute instructions describing every step in the 
ascent. The maps are reliable. In those days, guide-books had still to be 
written, the maps were romantic and misleading . . . it must be admitted 
that the art of mountaineering has advanced more since 1865 that it did in 
the preceding half century. l8 



Lunn, who believed alpine climbing appealed most to those who wished to escape the 

urban setting of the London working classes and ugly industiial progress, described the 

Alps in contrast as an arduous but welcome retreat into nature. Yet, he argued, tkre had 

been changes in mountaineering fiom the golden age to the time at which he writes. 

LUM implied that the ascent, and no doubt the accident at Mmerhom, provoked changes 

in the sport. 

The Matterhorn accident occurred on July 14, 1865. By 1865 al1 the great peaks of the 

western Alps had been climbed. Matterhorn, however, remained as the greatest 

challenge, and was thought to be inaccessible and inviolable. On July 1 4fi of that year, 

however, a party of seven Englishmen succeeded in climbing to the summit of the 

Matterhorn. As they were descending, one member of the party slipped and, dislodging 

another member, the two draggeâ another two with them. Ali four plunged 3,000 feet to 

theù deaths.19 The accident causeâ a huge sensation in England and continental Europe, 

and questions about the excessive danger involved with the sport were discussed in 

journais and newspapers. For the historian such as Lunn, however, a sensational event 

such as Matterhom historically marks the end of one peciod in mountain climbing and the 

beg i~ ing  of a new one. Mer  Matterhorn, mountaineering niIl remained a popular 

pursuit but both equipment and perspective had ban  somewhat modified. 

The question nmains as to why mountaineering developed in popularity at this particular 

time. Historian Peter Hansen wnvincingly argues that with the development of a new 

middle class, rniddle class men naded a new leisure activity with which they could 



identifi; thus, mountaineering appealed to the middle class because it was not an activity 

that was borrowed fiom the elite." Hansen additionally argues that the invention of 

middle class mountaineering demonstrates that middle class men did not passively 

receive an older, gentlemanly culture, but instead "actively constructed an assertive 

masculinity to uphold their imagined sense of Britain's imperial po~er" .~ '  Thus, 

members of the new middle class were expressing impend ideas of masculinity, 

exploration, cornpetition and conquest in their newly found love for mountain climbing. 

Hansen persuasive1 y adds to his argument that middle class men adopted the language of 

the explorers to the Arctic and Afnca to describe mountain clirnbing. Therefore the use 

of words such as "conquest" perhaps also demonstrates the middle class male 

mountaineer's identification with British imperial conquests and exp~oration.~' 

This language was not used to the same extent in the writings of pleasure travellers to 

Italy for several reasons. For one, pleasure travel to Italy was not a newly conceived idea 

as was the spon of mountain climbing for pleasure; thus, there did not exist the same 

feeling of imperid exploration and conquest. Furthemore, on a philosophical level, part 

of the British imperid thought, often expressed in nineteenth century writings and art, 

was the belief that the British were inheritors of the greatness of the ancient Roman 

civilization. Thus, British pleasure travellers did not gmerally perceive their travels 

about Italy as a British conquest in the same manner that a British mountaineer perceived 

his king the first to plant his foot on an untouched surnrnit in the Aips as a conquest of 

one more part of the world. 



There is, however, another important aspect to why rnountaineering developed in 

popularity at this particular time. The answer to this a n  be found by examining the 

radical changes in how the mountains were perceived and depicted in travel writings. 

Leslie Stephen argued in me Pfaygrmund of Europ, published in 1871, that distaste for 

the Alps was depicteci in the diaries and guidebooks dating from the eighteenth century. 

Stephen disaisses the Swiss guidebook Délices de la Suisse, published in 1713, which he 

considers "the predecessor of the long line of similar productions which have culminated 

in Murray, Baedeker and Bali" and which "for half a century or more seems to have been 

the familiar friend of the travellers who then visited the distnd of which it treats.'" The 

author of Délices suggested there was not much delight in the ~ 1 ~ s . ' ~  M e r  guidebooks 

and diaries expressed the idea that the rocks were hideous monstrosities, and questioned 

the reason for their creation. These writers capture what Stephen refers to as the temper 

of the times. It was not until the nineteenth century that the Alpq and mountains in 

general, were popularly perceived as creations of great beauty. 

The tales of dragons flapping their wings across the inaccessible caves and gorges of its 

mountain ranges were written as late as the eighteenth century. One Swiss traveller, the 

scientifically trained Scheuchzer, made several tours of the Alps baween 1702 and 1 7 1 1 

and claimed there were dragons to be found. In Tho A@, LUM emphasizes how 

seriously these claims were taken: Scheuter's scientific studies of dragons were 

dedicated to the English Royal Society and several members of the society subscribed to 

publish his researches." 



Ironically, Stephen argues that myths regarding the Alps as the home for dragons, 

gnomes and other evils essentially depia the sublime beauty of the Alps, albeit disguised 

in a description of their wretchedness: 

Old traders saw a mountain and called it simply a hideous excrescence; 
but then they peopled it with monsters and demons; gnomes wriggled 
t hrough subterranean recases; my stenous voices spoke in its gorges; the 
devil hailed the ghosts of old sinners to its lakes to be tormented; the wild 
huntsman issued ffom its deep ravines; and possibly some enchanted king 
sat waiting for better days in a mysterious hall beneath its rocks. Was not 
this merely expressing in another way the same sense of awe which we 
desaibe by calling the mountain itself sublime and beautifid? The 
sentiment was projected into these extemal images but in substance it may 
have been much the sarne; and every legend which floats round these noble 
peaks shows as distinctly as the ravings of t he modem enthusiast how 
much they impress the imagination.26 

Lunn cites Rousseau as one of the first to have claimed the Alps were beautifil: 

"Rousseau is usually credited with the discovery that mountains are not intrinsically 

hidemus. Long before this day, isolated men had loved the mountains, but these men 

were eccentrics. They founded no school; and Rousseau was certainly the first to 

popularize mountains and to transform the cult of hi11 worship into a fashionable creed."" 

Mountaineering in the Alps developed rapidly as a sport and a fashion since the 1860s 

among the Swiss, Austrians, Germans and British. British men were among the first to 

climb a large number of unconquered peaks.28 The first climbs clearly made out of a 

pursuit of pleasure are said by LUM to have ocainecl in the 1730s or 1740s. From 1840, 

the number of Englishmen taking part in high ascents increased rapidly and Lunn 

discloses that the great bulk of virgin ascent s occurred between 1 854 and 1 865 ." Skiing 

aloo developed into a popular sport, sometimes coinexi as the "new mountaineering7', but 

authentic mountain climbing remained the favourîte alpine sport ofthe majority 



throughout the nineteenth centuV? In addition, this was to be written about extensively 

by enthusiasts beginning in the 1860s. Alpine guides such as Peuks, Passes, und 

Glaciers: Exmrsions by Members ofthe Alpine Chb, began to be pubiished for 

audiences of actual and potential mountaineers. Another example of the influence of 

alpine guides is that of Albert Smith, a middle aged joumalist, novelist, entertainer and 

entrepreneur, who af'ter reaching the summit of Mont Blanc with three Oxford students in 

the 1850s, wrote The Story of Mont B h c .  Smith's acwunt was widely read arnong the 

middle class and it can be argued that he directly inspired many of the eighty-eight 

climbs of Mont Blanc that occurred in the following five years." In addition, Smith 

created a one-man show d u h g  the 1850s about mountaineering, which played at 

Piccadilly. The show, like his memoir, appealed to the rniddle class crowds and no doubt 

inspired many climbs in the ~ 1 ~ s . ~ ~  

Just as there are writings describing the lives of British expatriates who settled in Italy, 

there are writings describing those Britons who settled in Switzerland for extended 

periods of time. Margaret Vaughan writes in 1907 about her life in the Swiss Highlands. 

Mer  a long struggîe with his health in England, including a severe breakdown occumng 

in the summer of 1877, Vaughan's father, the same John Addington Symonds whose 

writings about Italy I have previously discussed, had been ordered to try a long cure 

abroad. In the hopes of benefitting his failing health, Symonds, along with Vaughan and 

another daughter, travelled by diligence to Switzerland, settling in the valley of Davos 

which had remained fairly unknown to foreignen until the nineteenth century." Having 

concluded that Symonds was not strong enough pemnently to m m  to England, the 



farnily resided in Davos in their own home fiom the summer of 188 1. Although never 

residing for an extended period of time in Italy, from 1878, Symonds spent the greater 

part of his life in Switzerland. In Switzerland he contributed to English journals, 

including the Fortnightly, describing his alpine experiences. 

Vaughan describes the alpine valley of Davos as having snow for seven months of the 

year. The thermometer frequently falls to 100 or 15' Fahrenheit below zero.34 Although 

there were thousands of visitors to Davos throughout the winter, there were additionally a 

large numba  of permanent foreign residents. Vaughan firther describes the British 

resident s: 

Davos society in the winter of 1877 consisted chiefly of Gennans and other 
foreign people; but there was a small circle of English people collected in 
Hotel Belvedere (this hotel, now an immense building with accommodation 
for some two hundred people, was then a small fowstoried house with a 
pent-roof). There were three or four other hotels, al1 in miniature. Our 
sports were of the sober sort, and we were quite wntented to toboggan on 
the slight incline which led from the hotel to the post-road. Ice-runs and 
American toboggans were objects undreamed of There was, of course, no 
railway, and shops were of the most primitive order. Society was small, 
and we soon became acquainted with its leading figures.3s 

Davos and other alpine villages had soon after becorne more populateâ with visitors who 

travelled to Switzerland to climb the Alps. Although British residents of Switzerland 

demonstrate an interesting attraction to Switzerland, it is clearly distinct fiom the 

attraction of the traveller to the same destination. While the resident was for the most 

part initially drawn to Switzerland to improve his or her health, the traveller was for the 

most part d m  by a desire to climb the Alps. 



Mountaineering, however, was not perceived as a sport by everyone. People were drawn 

to mountaineering as some had been to travel to Italy: for the aesthetic appreciation or 

enjoynient of the suroundings and also for scientific study. But it was the popularity of 

mountaineering in the Nps which made the nature of the British attraction to Switzerland 

very distinct from that of their attraction to Italy. Leslie Stephen explained it thus: 

. . . I admit that mountaineering, in my sense of the word, is a spoit. It is a 
sport which, like fishing or shooting, bnngs one into contact with the 
sublimist aspects of nature; and, without setîing their enjoyment beforc one 
as an ultimate end or aim. helps one indirectly to absorô and be penetrated 
by their influence. Still, it is arialy a sport as strictly as cricket, or rowing, 
or knurr and spell and 1 have no wish to place it on a different footing. The 
game is won when a mountain-top is reached in spite of its difficulties; it is 
lost when one is forced to retreat; and whether won or lost, it calls into play 
a great variety of physical and intellechial energies, and gives pleasure 
which always accompanies an energetic use of our fa~ulties.'~ 

Whether or not considered a sport, mountaineering caused serious sport-like injuries for 

many. There was also more of a danger involved with the mountain climbing than in 

other forms of travel ofthis age. At the time that Stephen wrote his book, Ploygouttd, 

the English Alpine Club had 300 members and Stephen reported three accidents 

happened to its members." 

In the next chapter 1 will consider the writings of this time period regarding Italy and 

Switzerland in further detail and demonstrate what they reveal about attitudes towards 

pleasure travel and travellers. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: CURRENTS OF THOUGHT 
AND INDMDUAL PERSPECTIVES 

During the nineteenth century, travel writings that were published by both the periodical 

and book presses became best sellen to be outsold only by religious books and advice 

books. The literature of pleasure travel includes the genres of joumals, memoirs, travel 

books and correspondence. For the historian, the wntext in which the author writes must 

be carefully wnsidered in order to grasp the perspective and arguments of the authors. In 

this chapter 1 will analyze examples of the different genres of travel writing, examining 

how they reveal the personal insight of the author as weil as currents of thoughts of the 

times adopted and expressed by the author. Consequently, 1 am interpreting the attitudes 

of the times towards pleanire travel and pleasure travellers. 

Like travel itself, travel writing was not an exclusively male occupation. Many hundreds 

of women recorded their travels. Some wrote specifically to market the published 

product.' In other cases, as it was also for men, travel writing was a forrn of leisure. 

Other reasons for which men and women wrote accounts of their travels included writing 

as an art or as a caner, for an emotional outlet, for self-affirmation or as a means to 

rwisit a place.2 1 will specifically fucus in this chapter on looking at the reasons or 

purpose for the writing and publication of some guidebooks in order to gain insight into 

the perspective of the author who is an example of a pleasure travella. 1 will also focus 

on the arguments travel writers presented in their writings. For the most part, travel 

writings dictated to their audiences what to see. 



MEMOIRS, DIARIES AND PERSONAL JOURNALS 

Augustus J.C. Hare's Days New Rome, published in 1875, is less of a descriptive account 

of Hare's travels than a guide for those planning their travels. Hare quotes oflen from 

other sources as a component of his descriptions of potential travellers' destinations. 

Hare States the agenda for his book in the preface: 

In submitting these volumes to the public, 1 would eamestly apologize to my 
readers for their imperfections. The ground, in many instances, had been almost 
untrodden; several of the places described are difficult to access, and have never 
been visited by foreigners; and, in most cases, published descriptions either do not 
exist at al1 already, or are so inaccurate and untrustwonhy as to be only 
misguiding. A pst field for dimvery remains, even within a day's joumey of 
Rome; and if, in opening the way to others, 1 lead them to enjoy half the leasure 
1 have received h m  my own researches, 1 shall be more than rewarded. P 

The excitement towards the dixovery of untrodden grounds, as expressed by Hue, can 

be traced throughout much of the travel writings of the times. Indeed, it was the fashion 

to seek enthusiastically to discover new grounds. Hare i s  evidently aware, however, that 

each individual will be affected by a particular place differently, regardless of what 

fashion dictates: 

It must necessarily be with the present work as with the many which have 
preceâed it. Some who follow in the paths it indicates will find them not 
suficiently glowing. For Rome, more than any other place, produces different 
impressions on difFerent minds.' 

Therefore, Hare explicit ly acknowledges t hat even though travellers will view scenes and 

sites differently, he still lists what he finds necessary for the traveller to see. 

In llre Spirit o/Rome: LocNesjron a Diay, author Vernon Lee expresses her stmggies 

with her perspective of Rome. Lee was brought up in Rome from the ages of twelve to 



seventeen. She retumed a number of times between 1895 and 1905 for the vacations 

described in her diary pages, compiled and published as ïhe Spirit @Rome, where she 

writes she had discovered Rome anew in terrns of the city's influence upon her thoughts 

and feelings. Rome, for Lee, "is utterly different fiom everything else, and that we are 

therefore in different relations to it . . . 1 cannot f m s  Rome into any definite perspective, 

or see it in the wlour of one mood."' Lee, however, believes: 

What 1 meet in Rome is Rome itself. Rome is alive (only the more so for its 
occasional air of death), and one is too busy loving, hating, being harassed if 
soothed, and niminating over its contradictions, to remember much of the pains 
and joys which mere mortals have given one in its presence.6 

Although Lee is not wnvinced that anyone «in attempt a faithfùl ponrait of the city, she 

nevertheless believes there is a value in taking notes during one's travels since they 

express, in however stammering a manner, "what I said to myself about Rome; or, 

perhaps, if the phrase is not presumptuous, what Rome, day afier day, and year after year, 

has said to me."' 

In the postscript for The Spirit o r n e ,  Lee discusses the painfiil benefits many diary 

Yesterday moming, while looking through, with a view to my wpying out, my 
Roman notes of the last eighteai years, 1 felt, with odd vividness, the various 
myselfs who suffered and hoped while writing them. And, even more, I felt the 
presence of the beloved ones, who, umnentioned, not even alluded to, had ban  
present in those various successive Romes of mine. Al1 of them have changed; 
some are dead, othen wcre never rd ly  living. But while 1 tumeû over my 
notebookq there they were back. Back with their presence.. . Only to me, in these 
sites, which have stood two thousand yean and rnay stand two thousand more, 
and these hillsides and roads fiil1 of the world's legend - there appear, visible, 
distinct, the shadows cast by my own life; the forms and faces of those changed, 
gone, dead ones; and my owm8 



It may equally be pleasant or painful to have a record of one's thoughts and feelings from 

another time. Ya, with distance grows insight. Therefore, a diary serves as a record that 

enables the author a way into the past through a means other than memory. For the 

historian, it also serves as a means into the recordai past of one individual's perspective. 

It is through such a series of records that the conclusions of historical scholars are 

derived. For regardless of the attempt of some authon to objecti@, nullify or conceal 

bias when writing, their bias will always remain. Other histoncal sources, therefore, are 

not unlike diaries in their inability to have been written without bias. A diary, 

consequently, remains a valid historical source. 

The existence of a subjectivity or bias in the writings of any travel writer is discussed by 

F. Barham Zincke, Vicar of Wherestead in A Month in Switzerfimd, written in 1873: 

As to fom and colouring of the work, 1 wuld have wished that there had been, 
throughout, submitted to the reader's attention nothing but the scenes described, 
and the thoughts they gave rise to, without any suggestion, had that been possible, 
of the writer's personality. In a work of this kind a vain wish: for in al1 books, 
those only expected that are simply scientific, and in the highest degree in those 
that deat with matter, in which human interests preponderate, the personality of 
the writer must be seen in everything he wurites. AU that he describes is described 
as he saw and observed it. ûthers would have observed things differently. So, 
too, with what he thought about them; it must be different fiom what others would 
have thought. A book of this kind mu* therefore, be a fiagment of 
autobiography, in which, for the time, the inner is seen in its immediate relation to 
the extemal life of the author. It gives what he felt and thought; his leanings, and 
likings, and wishes; his readings of the past and of the present; and his mental 
rn~orin~s.~ 

Thus, the perspective of each traveller demonstrated through travel wrîtings gives the 

historian insight into both the fashion of the times and the thoughts of the individual. 



Travel is a fom of leisure that takes place away from the home and familiar social 

structures and rnanners. Concem to recreate the familiar and the "proper" mndua when 

travelling is evident by the number of guidebooks, memoirs and private journals which 

focussed explicitly on providing their readers with a knowledge of the proper bave1 

etiquette. Thex travel guidebooks are different fiom general advice, etiquette or conduct 

books in that they focus on a particular geographical region essentiail y outiining to the 

reader to what extent it is appropriate to do as the Romans when in Rome. Pleasure 

travel, however, is an expenenw like no other: the traveller immerses himself in a foreign 

world but with acknowledge that his stay is temporary and that he will retum home. 

Consequently, the traveller does not feel as if he is part of the society and the culture he 

visit s but observes it from the outside looking in. 

Another unique aspect of pleasure travel is that the physical space of a traveller clearly is 

more expanded than any other leisure, dornestic or workspace. This space is often 

expressed as precious in women's travel writing since their daily space was very 

wnstrained in relation to the space of men. For women, travel was unquestionably 

liberating. In travel writings written by women, there are common expressions of women 

searching for adventure, discovery, conquest and escape.10 In A Wider Range: T r d  

Wrirng by Women in Victonmi England, Maria H. Fawley argues, "In Victorian 

literature as a whole, travel fiequently functions as a means to place a narrative of female 

energy and control somewhere outside of ~ngland."" Fawley furthemore considers the 

woman's return to England often signaied her retum to domestic conformity and 



emotional lethargy.12 Indeed, women who travelled and wrote travel accounts ofien felt 

they were defying their daily space. 

One triumphant account of defiance and rebellion against restrictions of propriety placed 

on women is the anonymously written Unprotected Females in Sici&, Calabria, aiid oit 

the Top of Munit Aem. This book with coloured illustrations, was first published in 

London in 1859 and amibuted to Emily Lowe. The book is essentially Lowe's personal 

travel diary, detailing the events of her travels with her mother while they were 

vacationing together in the European sout h. Lowe's argument throughout Uhprotected 

Fernales is that although the ladies were not accompanied by men, and thus labelled 

"unprotected", they nevertheless proved themselves to be tmly capable beings. This is 

evident in Lowe's exuberant tone when describing the Sicilians' reactions regarding the 

ladies' "unprotected" status: 

Till fairly inside the carnage, no one believed we would start, as to see ladies 
travel alone in Sicily is as uncornmon as in Nonvay; the countenance of a native 
alone could express the dismay at women who "Girare sema esser 
Accompagnate!!". "Travel unaccompanied!! !" - that is the sum of horror, an 
escort being as indispensable as money to an Italian lady unhappy enough to be 
obliged to travel twenty miles; and a hint at the ascent of Aetna put them into fùry 
of "Impossible!" which enwuraged expression accompanied us to the foot of the 
mountain. '' 

Lowe and her mother took pride in being fully equipped for their adventures and for 

taking sound precautions, demonstrating theù self-sufficiency. Lowe writes: 

A plaited grass basket full of wld chickens, cakes, wine, and little niceties to be 
had in Palenno, our two waterproof bags and several warm shawls, were the 
travelling kit stowed away under the seat; our dresses were of cotton, (strong 
enough to be constantly washed), over warm petticoats, and as hats are not 
cornfortable for leaning back in earriages, Mamma had an elastic fancy straw 
bonnet. From my side hung an infallible defense against being touched by dirty 



beggars and children, a stuffed fox's head, with brilliantly cunning eyes, which 
also made a pocket for my paints; and as danger signal, a little chamoisfoot 
whistle. l4 

When climbing Mount Aetna the ladies followed the set guidelines of employing one 

local guide each to accompany them and make their ascent generally more cornfortable. 

And once they had ascended the mountain, "The guides were in tremendous spirits; could 

hardly believe the whole thing real; half feared to trhmph . . . Never, never, had they 

dreamt of taking ladies through such snow; of the very few men who try it hardly one in a 

winter reaches the forge."" It is evident that with every "conquering step7' Lowe and her 

mother took in their ascent up Mount Aetna the ladies were successfully conquering 

temtory physicaily as well as socidly. l6 Their success is reinforced through Lowe's 

encouragement for other women to sirnilarly conquer territory: "So, advantageous young 

ladies, fear not to follow out steps."" Lowe is appealing to her female audience to 

conquer a space for themselves as she had, for them not to fear dewng the overprotection 

of women duhg pleasure travel. 

GUDEBOOKS 

Another popu lar genre of pleasure travel writing was the guidebook. Amrding to James 

Butard in The Beaten Track: Europeun Tourlisin, Literature, mand the Wqs to ''Culture ", 

1800-1918, the word "guidebook" had been coined in Byron's Do11 Jum, although it 

stemmed from the word b'guide" which, at this time, aiready had long been used to refer 

to "those helpfil compendia of information, advice and warning that al! travellers could 

cany along with them on their jo~rne~s". '~  In essence the guidebook is a social 

cornrnentary, acting as an authoritative voice, outlining proper cunduct for British 



travellers abroad and often in critical contrat to the behaviour of those native to the 

countries visited. Guidebooks prescribed to pleasure travellers the appropriate practices 

and protocols.'9 As a result, the guidebook is very revealing of the currents of thought of 

the times. Guidebook historia- John Vaughan, describes the genre of guidebooks as 

"falling between the extremes of a directory or inventory and a tnivel book, but sharing 

certain features with them." Guidebooks were additionally apt to be rambling accounts 

of an individual's travel experiences and a commentary on the customs and manners of 

the foreign land. During the nineteenth centuxy an expanded audience for such 

guidebooks existed since upper class travellen during the era of the Grand Tour and 

before braught servants with them to provide for their needs. During the second half of 

the nineteenth century, at a time of mass rniddle class pleasure travel without servants, 

there was a need for a new supplier of travel information and accommodation. At this 

time there was a formalization in the style and format of the guidebook. Many 

guidebooks adopted a more impersonal style designed to reach a wider audience, which 

ultimately became the favourite cornpanion for those travellers who did not join 

organized tours. The most famous of these guidebooks were published by the House of 

Murray (John Murray) in London and by his rival Karl Baedeker in Koblenz, then 

Leipzig, Gennany. Both Baedeker's and Murray's success continued af'ter their deaths 

under the management of their corporate successon. 

In 1836 John Murray, publisher for Byron and Scott, coined the word "handbook" to 

desaibe a nw product of his son, John Murray III. In doing so, the elder Murray was 

acknowledging the creation of a wholly new genre of guidebook." "Handbook" was 



furthemore adopted by Murray's rivals, Baedeker and Nelson, Baedeker even 

acknowledging a debt to Murray in the prefaces of his early handbook~.~' This handbook 

was compact both in style and content as well as in physical appearance: a Murray 

guidebook was easily portable in a hand or pocket, measured 7x43; inches in size and had 

a red cover." The Baedeker was even more compact, measuring 6% x 4% inches. 

Karl Baedeker (1 801 - 1859) was bom in Essen, Gemany, into a family of booksellers and 

printers. He printed the first Baedeker Handbook(s) for Travellers series in 1 828. 

Although not British, he nevertheless earned respect and a reputation for reliability 

among his large British readership. 

From the beginning Baedeker considered the principal object of his handbooks was: 

To keep the traveler at as great a distance as possible from the unpleasant, and 
often wholly invisible tutelage of hired servants and guides (and in part fiom the 
aid of coachman and hotelkeepers) to assist hirn in standing on his own f ~ ,  to 
render hirn independent, and to place hirn in a position fiom which he may 
receive his own impressions with clear eyes and lively h e a ~ t . ~ ~  

The 1 867 edit ion of Itaiy: Handbmk for Trmellers, purt third, S o u t h  Italy, Siciiy mrd 

the L i p h  Islands was the first edition in Baedeker's series on the mthem Italy region. 

Baedeker's purpose for his guidebooks is clear and consistent in this guidebook as it is in 

others: 

The object of the present handbook, like that of the editor's other works of the 
same description, is to render the traveller as independent as possible of the 
services of guides, valets-de-place and others of the same class, to suppl y hirn 
with a few remarks on the progress of civilization and art arnong the people with 
whom he is about to become acquainted, and to enable him to reaike to the fullest 
extent the enjoyment and instruction of which Italy is so fruithl a source. The 
handbook is moreover intended to place the traveller in a position to visit the 
places and objects most deserving of a notice with the greatest possible economy 



of time, money and, it may be added, temper; for in no country is the traveller's 
patience more severely put to the test than in some parts of Italy. The editor will 
endeavor to accompany the enlightened travelier through the streets of the Italian 
towns, to al1 the principal edifices and works of art; and to guide his steps amidst 
the exquisite scenery in which Italy so richly ab~unds.~' 

With some few exceptions, Baedeker warns, the guidebook has ben entirely composed 

fkom his own personal experiences gained by travelling the region. Baedeker, not 

claiming infallibility but instead realizing his capacity to misinfon his readers, 

consequently encouraged t hem to send hi m corrections and "bona-fide" in format ion. '' 
Baedeker argues the best way to travel is to be given al1 the possible conveniences. This 

reduces, however, the explorative, adventurous potential of travel and creates a more 

passive style to pleasure travel comparable to Cook's tours and those of Cook's 

competitors. A great irony is that Baedeker himself did not travel in this method, with 

conveniences prepared for him. Yet, after him, this became the most popular way to 

travel . 

The desire for the traveller to develop independence with the guidance of the Baedeker 

Handbook is another peculiar irony: it would seem that if the traveller were to use the 

handbook as an authority then he would be instructed, restricted, shown the beaten path 

and therefore have very little independence. The dependence in pleasure travel implied 

by Baedeker has to do with the restrictions a tounst would face as part of a tour group, 

such as offered by Thomas Cook and Sons, where al1 accommodations and a complete 

itinerary were planned for the individual prior to the trip." Indeed, Baedeker allowed 

for the traveller to exert more independence than Cook allowed, but it was travellers who 

were free of both inventions who exerted the most independence. An example of the 



most independent of travellers would be Ernily Lowe who, as we have seen, travelled 

only with the aid of local guides. Funhermore, handbooks rarely, if ever, spscifically 

addressed women. 

The highly developed and consistent style of Baedeker's Handbooks included 

parentheses that were used to indicate the quality of hotels and re~taurants.~~ A star 

system was also incorporated into the Baedeker handbooks. Beginning in 1844, 

Baedeker rnarked an asterisk next to the descriptions of the few attractions travellers 

should not fail to see. Later, a second asterisk was to denote good hotels and restaurants. 

Vaughan argues that the amusements discussed in guidebooks as well as the pnces at 

which they sold "suggest a prosperous, but certainly not aristocratie, class of 

purchaser."2g The latter was also tme for railway guides. Although the information 

offered in most nineteenth century guidebooks penains to even a working class traveller, 

guidebooks were targeted for a rniddle class audience who could afford to buy such travel 

accessones. 'O 

Baedeker and Murray guidebooks informed readers of the decidedly best, proper and 

most practical way of dealing with a whole range of experiences they might encounter. 

Even though they excuse their errors and oversights, plead for corrections and were 

relentlessly updated with the publishing of new editions, their guidebooks still 

cornmanded an authoritative tone when providing information regarding such necessities 

to travellers as to which routes were preferable to travel and how luggage was to be 



placed when travelling by train. For example, it is written in Baedeker's Ha~~dook  for 

Trawlfers to Switzerhd, 1 98 1 edit ion: "In a mountainous country li ke Switzcrland it is 

to pedestrians alone that many of the finest points are accessible, and even where dnving 

or iding is practicable, walking is of?en more enjoyable"" and "Mountaineering arnong 

the higher Alps should not be attempted before July, nor at any period after a long 

continuance of rain or snow. Glaciers should, if possible, be travened before 10 a.m., 

afier which hour the sun softens the cmst of ice formed during the night over the 

crevi~es."~~ On equipment and baggage, the following is written: 

A superabundance of luggage infallibility increases the delays, annoyances, and 
expenses of travel. To be provided with and actual suniciency and no more, be 
considered the second golden rule of the traveller. A light "gibecière" or game- 
bag, such as may be procured in every town, amply suffices to contain al1 that is 
necessary for a weekly excursion.. . 
The mountaineer should be provided with a well trieil Al-rock, consisting of a 
pole of seasoned ash, 5-6 fi. long, shod with a steel point, and strong enough, 
when placed horizontally, with the end supported, to bear the whole weight of the 
body. For the more difficult ascents an Ice Axe and Rope are also necessary . 
These articles can generally be obtained fiom the guards, but in that case their 
quality cannot be implicitly relied on. The best rope, light and at the same time 
strong, is made of Manilla hemp. In crossing a glacier the precautions of using 
rope should never be neglected. It should be securely tied round the waist of each 
member O the party, leaving a length of about 10 ft. between each one and his 
fo~lower.'~ 

By al1 accounts in memoirs, guidebooks and diaries, to be accompanied by human guides 

was darned necessary when mountaineering. According to the 1856 Murruy 's H d -  

Book to Switzerland & the Ai@ of Scrvoy & Piehont: 

The seMces of a Guide are needful when the traveller is about to plunge into the 
recesses of the mountains on foot. He makes himself useful, not only in pointing 
out the way, but in acting as interpreter to those unacquainted with the language 
of the country, and also in relieving the traveller of the weight of his knapsack or 
travelling-bag. As a general iule he rnay be said to be indispensable in ascending 
very lofty mountains, in exploring glaciers, and in crossing the minor passes of 
the Alps, not traversed by highroads, but by mere bridle or foot paths, which, 
king rarely useâ, and in many places not distinctly marked, or wnfounded with 



innumerable tracks of cattle, will ofien bewilder the ineqwienced traveller not 
acquainted with the mountains. Nevertheless, travellers having a good knowledge 
of German, in addition to some experience of mountain joumeys, and provided 
with a good map, may cross some of these passes alone with impunity; but there 
are others, such as the Bonhomme, Mont Cervin, Monte Moro, Ramin, &ce, 
which no one wouid be justified in attempting without a guide.34 

There is undoubtedly a clear mandate of handbook publishers to enlighten the reader on 

how to act. Thus handbooks promoted not only safety, but also propnety. 

In the handbooks dating fiom the tum of the century onwards more attention is paid to 

the contemporary culture of the people the traveller is visiting. One explanation for this 

shifi would be the lat'er nineteenth century interest in the individual, the psyche and the 

wnsciousness, which was reflected in the contemporary literature in general. This 

impact can be seen in contemporary novels and was arguably as far reaching as to 

influence the travellers' reflections about the local people among the places they visited. 

In the 1908 edition of Southern Itaïy and Sicily with ficursions tro Maftu, Szrdirdi, Tunis 

and Co#, for example, Baedeker writes: "The objects of the Handbook for Southern 

Italy are to supply the traveller with some information regarding the culture and art of the 

people he is about to visit, as well as regarding the natural features of the country. . . ,935 

The traveller's introduction to another culture was not written about in earlier editions of 

the handbook. Therefore, ahhough Baedeker followed a consistent style, within each 

updated edition subtle changes can be traced. The changes occurred as to better serve the 

traveller, as a direct response of what kind of information the traveller desired. Thus 

Baedeker reflects the mentalities of his audience. 



NOVELS AS A SOURCE FOR PLEASURE TRAVEL 

Guidebook and memoir authors could, to a large extent, assume their audience was 

compriscd of travellers or individuals preparing to travel. The same assumption, 

however, was not to be made for readers of fiction about pleasure travels. in fact, fiction, 

oAen seriatized in popular magazines, was of?en itself a substitute form of leisure for 

those who were not able to travel. For the historian of leisure, novels about travel are an 

additional, valuable, primary source and oflen reveal informative details wnceming 

contemporary currents of thoughts and opinions. Similar to the author of non-fiction, the 

author of fiction also reveals a personal perspective. But unlike personal memoirs and 

guidebooks, which authoritatively present information, a novel can look at the 

phenomenon of pleasure travel with more of a distance and a critical eye. 

One example of a novel which treats the subject of pleasure travel is E.M. Forster's 

IYnere Angels Fear to Tread. Lilia, a young English woman who takes off alone on a 

tour of Italy and marries a penniless Itafian, makes uncornmon choices which are met 

with exasperation and disapproval fiom her in-laws. The marriage is brief since Lilia 

dies during childbirth. The British in-laws pro& to rescue the child from his Italian 

father and bring him up instead with the benefits of proper British morality. Through 

plot, character and irony, Forster sheds light on the complexities of the British intrigue 

with Italy as well as the complexities of the experience of travel. For instance, Lilia's 

English relative, Philip, for whom the idea of Italy has always been enchanting, floods 

Lilia with advice and injunctions based on his own travels some years before and his 

belief that "Italy really purifies and ennobles ail who visit her. She is the school as well 



as the playground of the ~ o r l d . " ~ ~  His advice includes: "Remember . . . . that it is only by 

going off the track that you get to know the country.'a' 

Ironically, Philip is also an owner of Centml Iia& by ~aedeker." Forster is consequently 

lightheartedly attacking the narrow-mindedness and silliness of the self-appointed 

comoisseur such as Philip. Philip's love affair for ltaly eaends only to the place, or 

rather his self-conceived enigma of Italy, but not to the Italians as a people. As his 

mother bmtally points out to Philip: "then you were still infatuated with Italy. It may be 

full of beautifid pictuns and churches, but we cannot judge a country by anything but its 

men.'139 

Again, perspective is mocked in the Edwardian A Room with a V i w ,  first published in 

1908, in which Lucy Honeychurch, who had travelled to Florence accompanied by her 

spinster cousin, Charlotte, has cornmitteci to mernory the outline in Baedeker's H d b o o k  

to Northem Itaiy regarding the most important dates of Florentine history as a 

preparation for her tour of the city. Lucy's methods are disputed by a fellow English 

traveller who volunteers to take her to Santa Croce through "the dirty back way" as 

opposed to the beaten track outlined by Baedeker. Lucy is reproached by a fellow 

Englishwomen, Miss Lavish, for her reliance on a Baedeker handbook for guidance: 

Tut. Tut. Miss Lucy. 1 hop we shall soon emancipate you Rom Baedeker. He 
does but touch the surface of things. As to the truc Italy - he does not even dream 
of it. The true Italy is only to be found by patient observation." 



Miss Lavish was herself writing a novel of the local colour of modem Italy, based on her 

patient observations. She championed the idea of independence rather than dependence 

on Baedeker, on activity rather than passivity. 

ESSAYS AS A SOURCE FOR PLEASURE TRAVEL 

Essays on the subject of pleasure travel were Frequently published in widely read joumals 

such as The Fortnightb Review, nie NatiomI Review, The Cornhifi Magazine and the 

Sahrrdhy Review. Essays were much more overtly critid twls than novels since they 

more explicitly attacked the styles of pleasure travel. When 1 discuss the criticism of 

pleasure in my fifth chapter, it is clear that the essay was the genre in which the most 

blatant criticism was expressed. There is a clear and explicit style of expression that is 

characteristic of these essay s desctib ing the perspective and taste regarding pleasure 

t rave1 . 

Regarding amusements in general, Leslie Stephen argues in his essay "Vacations", 

published in The Comhill Magazine in 1869: 

Each people can understand the more serious occupations of its neighbour, but 
finds it hard to enter into its amusements. Everybody wants to eat and drink and 
sleep, but everyone has his own peculiar notion of pleasure. Seeing the spare time 
of foreigners employed on purposes for which we care little, we fmcy that they 
must be intolerably boredW4' 

Stephen argues that the opinions others develop of the British are based on the manners 

British people will reveal while they travel. In the next chapter it will become evident 

that Stephen's argument is the basis on which most fms and criticism of pleasure travel 

re based. That iq many critics, inciuding Stephen, were concemecl that British travellers 



did not present an agreeable impression abroad. Consequently, Stephen criticized the low 

class of certain travellers, their lack of manners and propriety, and of their visibility on 

the Continent. ûther critics implied there was a diffaence in perspective between British 

travellers and it was their methods of travel that is criticized. 

Therefore, different genres were used as twls to express diflerent emotions and 

arguments. Authors of memoirs and personal diaries of'ten acknowledged and even 

celebrated their persona1 bias found in their writings. They fhtherrnore oflen celebrated 

their various personal motivations for writing about their travels, which included, for 

instance, encouragement for women to travel with fewer restrictions. Handbook authors 

focussed on enlightening their readership about the "proper" methods and manners for 

pleasure travel. Moreover, novelist s and especiall y authors of popular journal articles, 

were able to explicitly csiticize both pleasure travel and the pleasure traveller. 

In the following chapter, 1 will discuss the criticism of pleasure travel in detail, 

specifically examining what essentially it was that was criticized. 
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CEAPTER F N E  : THE CRITICISM OF PLEASURE TRAVEL 

There were several major criticisms of pleasure travel expressed in the writings of this 

tirne period. Many focussed on the perspective of the traveller and on his or her methods 

of travel. Those writers who were hostile towards excursionists and the commercial 

activities of Thomas Cook and his cornpetitors were among the most vehement of critics. 

1 will first discuss the critics of excursionists and later discuss other prominent arguments 

found in the writings of the time. With writings regarding pleasure travel as my 

evidence, my goal is to illustrate what it was that was discomforting about pleasure 

travel. 

THE CRITICISM OF EXCURSIONISTS AND THOMAS COOK 

Taking personal offence to organized groups of pleasure travellers appearing al1 over the 

European continent, Victorian novelist Charles Lever did his utmost in his various 

writings to discredit Thomas Cook and criticize the general habits and manners of British 

exmionists. Lever was bom in Dublin into the Anglo-Irish class. From 1846 to 1872, 

Lever published many articles about pleasure travel and more specifically about 

excursionists. He as a prolific writer, published in periodicals like Blackwad's 

Magazine and the CornhiII, and additionally wrote novels such as nie Dodd Fmiiy 

Abrd(1852-1854). and The Raitom (1851-1852). which describe the problems caused 

by English or Irish visitors on the Continent. From his writings, it is clear the Lever was 

ecccntric in both his beliefs and the extent to which he vocalized them. Consequently, 

Lever is not an excellent representative of the mainaream opinion of his times. I have 



examined, however, the vicious public arguments between Lever and Cook supporters 

since they no doubt had an impact on the middle classes. 

Lever produced a series of sketches on current events, adopting the persons of Comelius 

O'Dowd, Esq., in the 1860s. During these years, Lever received a vice-consular 

appointment at Spezia, Italy (1 858- 1 867) and was later promoted to Consul at Trieste. ' 
In his papa "Advenhirers" he divulged what he wnsidered to be a new and growing evil 

on the European continent: British excursionists. As Cornelius O'Dowd, Lever wrote: 

Next to holding their tongues, there's another thing 1 wish you English 
would do abroad, which is, to dress like sane and responsible people. Men 
are simply absurd: but the women, with theù ill-behaved hoops and short 
petticoats, are positively indecent; but the greatest of al1 their travelling 
offences is the proneness to form acquaintance at tables-d'hôte? 

Lever further explains the source of his embarrassrnent regarding the excursionists. He 

expressed in his paper "Continental Excursions": 

In common with othen of my countrymen who live much abroad, 1 have 
ofien had to deplore the unfair estimate of England that must be made by 
comrnenting on the singular specimens of man- and woman-hood that fili 
the railroad trains, crowd the stearnboats, and deiuge the hotels of the 
Continent. How often have 1 had to assure inquiring foreigners that these 
people were not the dite of out nation! What with pains have I impressed 
upon them that these men and women represent habits and ways and 
modes of thought which a stranger might travel England in its length and 
breadth without once enwuntenng, and that to predicate English life Born 
such examples would be a grievous injustice! 

Lever argued that dong with his fellow well bred and sophiaicated Britons who live 

abroad, he was embarrassed by what he considerd to be the ill-mannered, British Iow 

life who visited the Continent. Lever's description implied pleasure travellers on the 

Continent were of lower class origins. In fact, however, by far the majority were more 

likely to be of the middle class, individuals to whom a vacation of more than a few days 



was possible. Lever, consequently, exhibits a snobbish concern with propriety and a feu 

of the ernbarrassing behaviour displayed by travelling Britons. 

The organized tours of Thomas Cook & Sons were a particularly painful sight for Lever. 

As Cornelius O'Dowd, Lever writes: 

The evil, however, has now developed itself in a form of exaggeration for 
which 1 was in no way prepared. It seems that some enterprising and 
unscrupulous man has devised the project of conducting some forty or 
fifly persons, irrespective of age, or sex, from London to Naples and back 
for a fixed sum. He contracts to cany them, feed them, lodge them, and 
amuse them. They are to be found in diet, theatricals, sculpture, carved- 
wood, f'rescoes, washing, and roulette. In a word, they are to be "done 
for" in the most wmplete manner, and nothing called for on their part but 
a payment of sa many pounds sterling, and al1 details of the road for the 
inn, the playhouse, the gallery, or the museum, will be carefully attended 
to by this providential personage, whose name assuredly ought to be 
~arnum!' 

Lever +tes that "Barnum", who is undoubtedly Cook, has created a scheme which he 

had hop& would run its course: Initially, Lever assureci hirnself that although it is 

possible for there to be a few misguided people "destitute of friends and advisors", ready 

to invest in organized tours, there would not be "a class from which such recniiting could 

be drawn". Furthemore, Lever was convinced Englishmen characteristical1 y had an 

independence that would force them to revolt against a plan that essentially "reduces the 

traveller to the level of his tmnk, and obiiterates every trace and trait of the indi~idual".~ 

But, to his utter dismay, Lever ultimately had to admit this excursion style of pleasure 

travel had oddly become a success: 

. . . and, as 1 write, the cities of Italy are deluged with droves of these 
creatures, for t l ~ y  never separate, and you see thern, forty in number, 
pouring along a street with their director - m>w in front, now at the rear - 
circling around them like a sheep dog - and really the process is as like 



herding as may be. 1 have already met three flocks, and anything as 
unwuth 1 never saw before the men, mostly elderly, dreary, sad-looking, 
evidently bord and tired - the women, somewhat younger, travel-tossed 
and crumpled, but intensely lively, wide-awake, and facetious.' 

His disgua with the idea of a group tour, whose participants he infers are mindless, 

submissive and pathetic, is evident even though he must acknowledge its popularity. 

As a British official in Italy, Lever claimed he was question4 by non-English 

acquaintances as to the peculiar behaviours exhibited by British excursionists. His initial 

response was that they were merely an example of English eccentricity. Because this 

explanation did not prove satisQing to many, Lever came to concoct a more outrageous 

explanation for his aquaintances, demonstrating his own brand of English eccentricity: 

. . . 1 told him that our Australian colonies had made such a nimpus of late 
about king made convia settlements, that we had adopted the cheap 
expedient of sending our rogues abroad to the Continent, apparently as 
tourists; and that, king  well dressed and well treated, the project found 
favour with the knaves who, after a few weeks, t w k  themselves off in 
various directions as taste or inclination suggested8 

Lever describes one acquaintance as king homfied by this information but also able to 

recognize "the most degradd Englishman was still good enough Company for the 

foreigner", a sentiment with which Lever would undoubtedly agree. 

Lever presented himself as personally insulted by the English excursionists. When he 

elaborated on what it is that is so troubling, he argued: 

1 tell you deliberately that it will be impossible to live abroad if these 
outpourings continue; for it is not merely that England swamps us with 
werything that is low-bred, wlgar, and ridiculouq but that these people, 
from the hour they set out, regard al1 foreign countnes and their 



inhabitants as sornething in which they have a vested right. They have 
paid for the Continent as they paid for Cermone, and the will have the 
worth of their money. They mean to eat it and drink it and junket it to the 
uttermost farthing. When the cutlet is overdone, or the cathedra1 
disappoints them, it is not merely unsatisfactory - it is a "do" - a "sell" - a 
swindle . . . Europe, in their eyes, is a great spectacle, like a show-piece at 
Covent Garden; and it is theirs to criticize the performance and laugh at 
the performance at wi11 .9 

Lever is convinced these tourists have injured the reputation of the English: 

Their crass ignorance is the very smallest of their sins. It is their 
overbearing insolence, their purse-strong insistence, their absurd 
pretension to be in a place abroad that they had never dreamed of aspiring 
at home, - al1 these claims wggesting to the mind of the foreigner that he 
is in the presence of very distinguished and exalted representatives of 
Great Bntain! . . . Take my word for it, if these excunionists go on, 
nothing short of another war and another Wellington will ever place us 
where we once were in the estimation of ~u ro~e . ' '  

A direct oounter-attack to Lever's criticism of Cook appeared in The Business of TruveI: 

A Ft@ Yecas ' Record of Progress, written by W. Fraser Rae and commissioned and 

published by Thos. Cook and Son in 1891. In a chapter entitled "Literary Mud- 

Throwing" Rae argued that Lever's efforts to discredit Cook and his tours in fact did 

Cook's enterprise no permanent damage, l l with the exception of some minor and 

immediate repercussions resulting from lever's imsponsible lies that were first published 

in Blackwd and circulated in the press. Rae explained, albeit 1 a way that was not too 

complimentary for the Italians, that not every reader was able to interpret Lever's words 

as fiction: 

The Italians have little sense of humour, yet were it otherwise, those to 
whom he spoke could scarcely suppose that Lever was jesting, if such had 
been his aim; indeed he professed to be in eamest, and those to whom he 
communicated the stupid fiction which was as characteristic of, as it was 
discreâitable to, England. " 



Rae argued that what is noteworthy of lever's criticism is Lever's gross ignorance and 

his assumption that the readers of Blackwood were equally ignorant. For in Italy, as well 

as other place on the Continent, the travelling English had acquired a reputation for 

eccentricity long before the inception of Cook's excursionists. In fact, Rae argues, 

Cook's excursionists committed breeches of good manners only as did the true 

contributors to the English reputation abroad, who were the young men "of rank and 

Thomas Cook himself thought it was necessary to additionally reply: 

Let me ask why Mr. Lever's respectabilities should be outraged, and his 
refinement trampled on, because thirty or forty Englishmen and Englishwomen 
find it convenient to travel in the same train, to malesce for mutual beneft, and to 
sojourn for a like time n the same cities?" 

Indeed, what was Lever's particular issue with Cook's style ofpleasure travel? For the 

most part, it was that he considered Cook and his excursionists as a lower class of 

English and was consequently ashamed by their presence. But Rae records Cook's 

counter-arguments: 

Mr. Lever is an Irish gentleman of the precise class to which the English 
clergymen, physicians, bankers, civil engineers, and merchants, who honoured me 
by accepting my escort to Italy last year, indisputably belong . . . Drawn from the 
same sphere of society as himself, educated in a like way, and possessing 
doubtless many tastes and sympathies in common with him, the only advantage 
he can daim is the doubtful one of having lived nearly al1 his life abroad. It is 
surely a moot point whether the surroundings and moral tone of the curious little 
colonies of English people scattercd up and dom the Continent are so vastly 
superior to those edorced by public opinion at home, as to entitle the self- 
expatriatecl Briton to look upon us with contern~t." 



Cook therefore takes exception to Lever thinking himself of a higher moral character than 

those who travel on his tours. This is especially insulting to Cwk since he points out 

Lever's origins were no different from t hose of the average Cook excursionist . In 

addition, when Lever's subsequent criticisms wcre published in Blackwd in 1869, 

Cook intelligently questioned the foreign secretary about whether it was tnily fitting for 

Lever to act as Consul and at the sarne t h e  to take up such a position of antagonism 

towards his own countryrnen? Lever, however, had most likely foreseen this criticism, as 

he cleverly masked his writings under the pseudonym Cornelius O'Dowd; wnsequently, 

Lever did distance his persona as critic from his political office. 

In "Continental Excursions" Rae not surprisingly announces his commissioner Cook as 

the wimer of the literary debate. Rae considered that Lever's ungentlemanly conduct 

predisposed many in favour of Cook and that this was evident fiorn the fact that 

excursions through Italy and other coumies wntinued in becoming ever more popular. 

Other writers also cnticized the mcursionists' lack of mannen and the way in which they 

obstructed the nahiral beauty and traditional way of their host destinations. In an 

anonymous article in the &hrr&y Revaew of June 9, 1860, entitled "Excursionists", the 

author writes: 

As excursionists so evidently enjoy theit excursions, those who watch 
them rnight be expected to watch them with pleasure. But this is not the 
fetling with which they are particularly regardeci. The residents in the 
favoured localities which are beautifid and attractive enough to fom the 
object of an excursion, look on excursionids as a horde of barbarians, 
whose emptions spi1 peace, cornfort, and p e t r ~ . ' ~  



The author surnmed up: "Excursionists are not exactly pleasant. No one can say they 

are."" 

In addition, respected joumalist Leslie Stephen wrote in his article, "Vacations", 

published in The CornhiII Magazine in 1 869: 

A very large number of Englishmen (and I dare say of other persons) are 
fit only to be human mill-horses, plodding dong one weary round. When 
you him them out for a mn in the fields, they instinctively fa11 into the 
same mechanical circling, and rove that they are cramped in nature as 
well as by physical constraint. ,! 

Stephen is not unlike twentieth century historians in pointing out the mechanical circling 

oftourism. He touches upon the same criticism regarding the passivity of excursions and 

the inability for an excursionist to be too mentally stimulated. But aiticism found in the 

Nneteenth century writings sternmed also in part fiom the subjective nature of an 

individual's perspective. That is, as in the words of Lord Chesterfield over a century 

earlia in 1747, "The world is a country which nobody ever know by description; one 

must travel through it one's self to be acquainted with it."I9 Consequently, perspective is 

influenced not only by fashion but personal taste. Travel writings couid not enhance the 

enjoyment of the experience of pleasure travel but not substitute for it. Since each 

individual has his or her subjective and personal notion of what is appealing during 

pleasure travel, it is evident each individual will write his or het account with a different 

focus. It is also evident some writers critique the personal taste or focus of others. 



Leslie Stephen raised an interesting point regarding taste. Stephen wrote in his Men, 

Books, and M~~niu ins :  "Our pleasures, 1 have said. are as arti ficial as a lady's hair is 

sometimes asserteû to be; we live by nile instead of by instinct, and fashion our 

amusements after some arbitrary rnodel. Yet it is also true that almost any amusement 

many in time becorne arnusing2O In other words, Stephen was expressing the 

adaptabiîity of human beings. Fashion is generally iduential on the personal tastes of an 

individual. Destinations such as Italy or the Swiss Alps could have been at tirst chosen 

to be travelled because they were in fashion, the acceptable, recommended places to 

vacation. Later, more of a personal attachment to the destinations could have developed. 

Stephen, however, is cynical about this method of how people corne to decide their 

personal tastes; he writes in 1869 in an article published in 7he CornhiII Magazine: 

. . . one of the most dificult of things is to know what we really enjoy. We 
do something which we have always been taught to consider as a convivial 
proceeding, and fancy that we are in a high state of enjoyment. Nothing is 
easier in practice, though in theory nothing should be more difficult, than 
to deceive people about their emotions, and to chat thern into a belief of 
their own happiness.21 

Stephen applies his ideas about taste and style to Cook's excursionists. He argues: 

. . . Let any intelligent person strike into the tracks of a Party of Mr. Cook's 
tourists and study their modes of passing their times. Watch them in 
pichire-galleries, at churches, or in celebrated scenery, and try to 
determine whether their enjoyment be genuine, or a mere conventional 
parade. Two or three painfully notonous faas are enough to settle the 
question. The ordinary tourist has no independent judgement; he admires 
what the infallible Murray orden him to admire; or, in other words, he 
does not admire at d l .  The tourist never diverges one haifs breadth fiom 
the beaten track of his predecesms, and within a few miles of the best- 
known routes in Europe lcaves nooks and corners as unsophisticated as 
they were fifty years ago; which proves that he has not sufficient interest 
in his route to exert his own fieedom of will . . . The touria, in short, is 
notoriously a person who follows blindly a cenain hackneyed round; who 
never stops long enough before a pichire or a view to admire it or to fix it 
in his memory; and who seizes every opportuniîy of transplanting little 



bits of London to the districts which he visits. Though al1 this has been 
said a thousand times, the same thing is done more systematically every 
year, umil one is inclined to reverse the old aphonsm, and declare that 
every man is a hypocrite in his pleasures.a 

Stephen felt there was a hypocrisy in pleasure travel because individuals did not actively 

seek within themselves to figure out what would be attractive to the- but allowed 

themselves to be convinceci by trendsetters such as Cook and Muisay. This type of 

traveller does not exert an independent opinion and this is unacceptable to Stephen. As a 

result, Stephen is nostalgic for a time predating the mass middle ciass submissiveness to 

group travel. This is additionally evident in writings such a "A Substitute for the Alps" 

published in n e  Natio~ad Review in 1 894. Here, Stephen writes about the Alps having 

been spoiled because of their "discovery" and the rush of tourists to the site. What 

Stephen considered spoiled was the joy of accomplishment at being the first climber of a 

peak. Stephen suggests that the generation of mountaineers to climb after him, when al1 

the major peaks of the Alps had already been climbed, would no longer experience "the 

very cream of mouiitaineering ecstasy". " 

ADDITIONAL CRITICISMS OF PLEASURE TRAVEL 

Although much of the published criticism regarding pleasure travel was concentrated on 

the excursionist and the increasing popularity of travel, there were also those who were 

critical of other aspects of pleasure travel. I will now examine some of these other 

criticisms I order to examine fùrther the attitudes towards pleasure travel dunng this time 

pend. 



Similar to Stephen, writer Anthony Trollope expressed nostalgia for a time when the 

beaten path hed not extended to include almost all possible mountains and paths of the 

Alps. For Trollope, as for most mountaineers, the great attraction to climbing is to be the 

first to ever plant his foot upon a summit. In his "Alpine Climbing" chapter published in 

British Sports and Paîrimes in 1868, Trollope writes about the conquest of the 

Matterhorn as signifying the coming of the extinction of the pleanire of discovery in the 

Alps: 

We have the misfornine of being confined to a limited planet, and mua 
take the consequences of our position. When there is a railroad to 
Timbuctoo, and another through the central regions of Asia, out great- 
great-grandfather will feel on a large scale the same regret for the old 
days, when the earth contained an apparently inexhaustible expanse of 
unknown regions, that the Alpine traveller now feels on a very diminutive 
scale. But when the bloom of romance has departed, travelling will not 
cea~e.'~ 

Trollope is clearly critical of the lack of novelty and mystery in mountaineering during 

his own time. A few pages later, however, he now cornes to terrns with his nostalgia: 

The adventurous charm of absolute novelty has gone forever. But every 
mountain is new to a man who attacks it for himself, who arranges his 
own schemes of assauh, and c h e s  it out by his own efforts . . . There is a 
pleasure about mountaineering such as few amusements can aff~rd.~'  

Thus, even though t h m  was not much left to discover, each individual climber discovers 

the area for himself. And this t a ,  is a valid discovery and a means to recreate some of the 

romance surrounding mountain climbing. Each individual should act as if it were he who 

had discoverai the area for the first time. Each mountaineer will experience the climb 

and develop his own perspective. Regardless of the endless written accounts published 

and circulatecl, mmy of which he has probably read prior to his climb, this is the first 

time he h s  seen it with his eyes and perspective. The descriptions of others are always 



limiting in that they are glimpses of someone's consciousness and not one's own. Emily 

Lowe expressed this in Urtprotected Females: 

Naples, kind reader, is a place you must touch at, see its bay, views, and museum, 
then fly off. Poetical heroine as she has always b m  laughing and glowing fiom 
her circling sapphire shores through iiîany a line of verse, the shock of seeing ker 
in her own streets is too great, like visiting some bright Italian beauty in her 
scrambling moming h o ~ n . ' ~  

Lowe is expressing about Naples, as did Stephen about the Alps, that each person must 

enjoy a place for themselves and first hand. Essentially, Lowe records her own personal, 

emotive perceptions of Naples and Italy in Unprotected Fendes. Here, she encourages 

her readers to see and experience a place first hand and for themselves. Evidently, she 

did not feel her memoirs could replace a trip to a place. Rather, 1 would argue, Lowe 

valued her memoirs more as a personal record as to where she was mentally, what her 

thoughts were like at a certain moment in time; Lowe published her memoirs, 1 believe, 

mainly to act as an encouragement to other women to accornplish similar feats. 

There were, additionally, those critics who approached mountaineering with a serious 

cornpetitive attitude and who stresseci the necessity for the mountaineer to have sharp 

mental and physical skills. Lowe, as we have seen in an earlier chapter, triumphantly 

bragged of the skills she and her mother exhibited during their climb. Arnold Lunn 

considered mountaineering to be an art half-mental and half physical. The necessary 

qualities for a mountaineer included, for Lunn, the physical strength to climb the rocks 

and snow and to cut steps in the ice, the knowledge of the elements of nature, and the 

possession of the power to make instantaneous, intelligent decisions based on trivial 

clues." Regarding guides, however, Lunn argued that they were often hired to make the 



decisions on the trial and as a result some of the great mountaineers should be accrediting 

their success to their excellent pides. 28 Consequently, he argued that many 

mountaineers did not deserve the credit they claimed for themselves. Since 

mountaineering is an example of pleasure travel, Lunn's criticisrn of the approach of 

others to mountaineering is essentially also a cnticism of a particular style of pleasure 

travel : 

But this is not rnountaineering. You cannot pay a professional to take 
your place at Lords' a d  then claim the benefit of the cenhiry he knocks 
up. But some men with great alpine reputations owe everything to the 
professional they have hireâ. They have good wind and strong legs. With 
a stout rope above, they could follow a good leader up any peak in the 
Alps. The guide was not only paid to lead up the rocks and assist them 
ô.om above. He was the brain as well as the muscle of the expedition. He 
solved al1 the problems that Nature sets the climber, and mountaineering 
for his client was only a very safe form of exercise in agreeable 
surrounding 29 

In fact, LUM points out, many of the early pioneer climbers in the Alps were not men of 

great athîetic stmigth or endurance. Many were middle-aged gentlemen, who followed 

their guides in their ascents of the mountains. LUM claims, "They were lucky in that the 

great bulk of Alpine p d s  were unconquered, and were only too ready to be conquered 

by the first climber who could hire two tnisty Swiss guides to cut the steps, cary the 

knapsack, and lead up the rocks."3o Lunn described the 1860s as the time of the guided 

climb; the most radical change in mountaineering at the time of Lunn's The AIps in 1914 

was the growth of guideless climbing. The main difference between the two methods of 

climbing is expressed by Lunn: ". . . there still remains a real and radical distinction 

ôetweeo those who rely on their own efforts and those who follow a guide. The man who 

lads even on one easy expeâition obtains a greater insight into the secrets of his craft 

than many a guided climber with a long list of first-class e~peditions."~' In conclusion, 



however, Lunn charitably allowed that even those mountaineers who owe most of their 

credit to their guides were inspird by the same enthusiasm for climbing as their more 

accomplished peers, and therefore stirred a popular interest in the spon.'* 

Augustus J.C. Hare criticized the traveller on a different count. Hare suggested that Italy 

itself had been compted by a number of factors and therefore the traveller must dig 

deeper and more intimately to find layers of tme Italian character. He hinher suggested 

there was a decay of ruins and of beauty in Rome which he blamed on the government, 

not on the ignorant interference or on the cornmercialization of the country as a 

consequence of tourism. 

Hare expressed concern in hi s memoirs, Driys Near Rome, that t hose who travel t hrough a 

place might not experience it to its fullest. Hare wrote: 

He who lives in one of these country places will have an experience of 
Italian character which no town residence will give; and will be astonished 
at the amount of quaint folk tore and historical tradition which can seldom 
rad,  and is utterly ignorant of the most notorious principles of modem 
infonnat ion." 

In ms Near Rome, Hare additonally argued: 

ûnly about one traveller in five hundred of those who cross the Aips ever 
sees Italy. Those who go to Milan, Venice, Florence, Rome and Naples, 
and who stay at the hotels of New York, Washington, Brighton, Paris or 
Londres, dining daily on a well-caoked English or French dinner, at hot 
tables d'hôte amid a vocifaous throng of their own countrymen, attended 
by obsequious waiters who talk bad English; visiting hackneyed sights, led 
in tow by haughty courias or ignorant ciceroni; driving out to meets in the 
Campagna, m a h g  parties for illuminations in the Coliseum, or devouring 
chickens and champagne on the dopes at Veii:- these do not see Italy. 
They lead a pleasant life and pass very agreeable days; but the life they are 
leading is not Italian, the land which they allow to be doled out for them, 
or dole out for thernselveq is not Italy; and as regards the real, the tme, 



un-Anglicized, un-Amencanized country, they might just as well, on their 
retum home, have been attending an admirable series of panoramas and 
dioramas of Leicester square." 

ûthers similarly argued that the special characteristics of Rome were no longer revealed 

to its visitors. In an article published in n e  Fortnightrly Review. Fredenc Harrison 

argued that Rome had become a show for the eager tourist of new discoveries of fiesh 

sites, statues, palaces, tombs and museums; but light and poetry had gone from Rome 

becaux French boulevards were being constnided, destroying the charmer of the Papal 

city" Harrison focused on the Christian history of Rome as he claimed the church had 

almost disappeared from sight in Rome, which was only lefi with Catholic memorials. 

To the Protestant tourist with his Murray and Baedeker, Harrison argued, the Catholic 

world was a blank in this time when the Papal ceremonies had al1 but ceased. The tourist, 

therefore, passed 6om site to site, without a thought of the vast history, legend, poetry, 

and art of the Catholic world? Hamson further claimed: 

They who go to Rome for the same reasons that they go to Park or 
V i e ~ a ,  see little at Rome more than in any other European capital, unless 
it be a few masses of ruins, and some enonnous palaces and churches. 
The scholar and the anticparian buries himself in museums, libraries, or 
excavations; and today it hardly strikes him at al1 that he is in the palpating 
hart ofChristendom, or that he is passing blindfold amidst some of the 
most poetic scenes in the world. ûfold this pathos and c h m  coerced 
even the dullest pendant's heart; but now, with avenues, tramcars, electric 
lighting, and mules of Amencan hotels, he does not notice in modern 
Rome the rare glimpses of old ~ome." 

Harrison, therefore, is among the critics who expressed how the late nineteemth century 

tourist or excursionist lacked the ability to gain an insightful perspective on the place he 

or she visits. For Harrison, a major culprit was the fact that Rome had changed to be 



more appealing to the excursionist, becoming a city like other cities and the remnants of 

its unique history had not been lefl intact. 

But Vernon Lee writes a diary entry in The Spirit of Rome for March 1 1, 1900: 

As a matta of fact Rome has never been so much Rome, never expressed 
its full meaning so completely, as nowadays. This chan e and distraction, 
this i ~ o a d  of modemess, merely completes its etemity. Ja 

Lee continues a few entries later: 

Decidedly Rome was never more Roman than at present - the pulling 
dom and building and excavating. the inappropriate jostlings of time and 
character merei y add to the e t m l  quality, serene and ironical. Besides, 
these demolitions have disclosed many things hitherto hidden, and soon 
destroyeà.. . 39 

This is coming fiom a woman who herself had seen Rome many times, at a number of 

different stages in her life. With this in rnind, Lee resolves new, modem changes to 

Rome are part of its continuing, evolving history. Evolution, rather than stagnation, is a 

nahiral factor to histoiy. 

There is also a criticism found in nineteenth cemiy dt ings  tbat express the sentiment 

that excursionists had no real regard for the people they were visiting; instead, they 

would be humed along on a beaten path to the selected sites and thus develop little 

insight of what they saw. This can be seen in E.M. Forster novels and other fiction as 

well as in some of the nonfiction journal articles 1 have already discussed. Clearly, in 

some memoin authors are often concemed with the natives of the country of visitation 

and reveal a «>nsciousness about the way in which other people live in wntrast t the 

traveller and to the previous places the traveller has visited. For example, in Unprotected 



Femles Lowe kindly, but nevertheless patronizingly, described Sicilians in an effort to 

mend stereotypes: 

Yet we northems say the ardent Sicilians fail in wnstancy when their 
hearts are touched, no people are capable of more enduring sacrifice, and, 
afier a long joumey among them - faulty; uneducated as they are, we can 
unhesitatingly echo their c h m e r  to be more sincere than the French, 
mon courtmus than the English, more refined than the Gennans. But 
remember, traveller, you must be pleasing to them; a cold distant mien, as 
if one were something superior, is felt 20 yards off. like electricity, a shade 
of suspicion wowids the "sensibilita" of which they have so large a share. 
The whole pleasure of your joumey within the isiand depends upon 
whether you prove simpctico (attractive) or antiptico (repellent) to them; 
if prepared to be the latter, you had &ter not go; if the former, you will 
have everyt hing your own way? 

But the opinion of the local redent of a particular place is never the central focus of 

either personal memoir or more general handbook. Rather, the traveller's perspective 

was usually more concentratecl on her own self, achievements and the ground she 

covered. 

Thus, it is clear that although pleasure travel increased in populanty for the middle 

classes between the 1860s to the First World War, attitudes towards pleasure travel could 

be revealed by looking at its critics. The attitudes reflect the middle class discornfort 

with a l e s  refined British representation abroad, crated by the unrefined excursionist. 

In addition to the f m s  on class-wnsciousness, there are critics who focus more 

specifically on the methods and style of travel and on the perspective of travellers. 

Essentially, what is often the root of the criticisms in these cases is the difference in how 

the travellers are personally affectecl by their experiences. Discornfort with how another 

is impressed by a place and writes about it, is what critics ultimately expressed. 
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CONCLUSION 

As 1 discussed in chapter four, the objectives of the travel handbooks of the later 

nineteenth century were to reduce the potential hassles endured during pleasure travel, 

to render the traveller as independent as possible of the services of other authoritieq 

and to enable the traveller to enjoy his or her travels to the full extent. It is ironic, 

however, that Baedeker and similar handbooks would imply that their readership would 

be achieving independence by taking travel advice from a handbook. Handbook 

authon made suggestions to their readership about every aspect of travel, fkom the sire 

and type of luggage necessary for a short excursion to what type of guides and 

equipment were most effective for mountain climbing. The handbook in general not 

only suggested where and what to see, but how to see it. In essence, handbooks were 

restrictive and did not encourage independence. Some published persona1 travel 

memoirs and journals similarly did not encourage and independent spirit in their 

readers. But memoirs in general were more explicit in acknowledging that each 

individual will perceive a place differently. For instance, Augustus J.C. Hare reflected 

on how Rome produces different impressions on diflerent minds and Vernon Lee 

describecl how she perceived a different Rome with every joumey she made throughout 

her lifetime. ' 

But there are other examples of memoirs that encourage rebellion and independence. 

For instance, in Unprotected Fernales, Emily Lowe proudly champions the capabilities 

of women to travel unchaparoned by men and to mountaineer, regardless of the 

Victorian social discouragement for both of these activities. Lowe encourages her 



female readership to follow her lead and de@ spatial restrictions imposed on women by 

Victorian social codes described in the suggestions of other guidc and etiquette bookse2 

There is additional criticism of social restrictions of British travellers that appears in 

Victorian and Edwardian fiction. Forster's fiction illustrates a variety of different 

perceptions a traveller might have of the place of visitation. In A Rom with a View, for 

instance, Forster mocks in particular the traveller's dependence on ~aedeker .~  Forster 

also explicitly brings to light the question of how does one see the "real" Italy and 

consequently, what is it that is "real"? Through careftl examination of travel memoirs, 

it becomes evident that much of the criticism of pleasure travel during this time period 

is rooted in this very problcm of reality and perspective. That is, authors such as Emily 

Lowe, Arnold Lunn, Augustus J.C. Hare, Frederic Harrison, and others, al1 cnticized 

the majorîty of travellers for not actively discovering their place of visitation to the 

fu~lest.~ Each travella should experience a place actively, developing his or her own 

perspective of the place. Advice of authorities such as handbooks, published memoirs 

and excursion groups such as Cook's tours, al1 allow for the touria to be passive and 

dependent, which was ultimately an embarrassment to the critics. 

Charles L e n r  wrote extensively about his embarrassrnent over the British excunionists. 

Lever was too radical an individual to be considerd as an example of a mainstream 

thinker. It is not Leva's opinions, however, but his method of voicing his opinions that 

were in essence radical. Lever was critical of excursionists, claiming they were of a 

low clasq indecent in their behaviour and mamers and thus injured the reputation of the 



British abroad. Although his published lies and personal attacks on the character of 

Thomas Cook are deplorable, Lever was not the only writer to express this 

embarrassrnent regarding excursionists. Whether described as a herd of sheep, a horde 

of barbarians, or human mill-horses instinctively falling into an established path of 

mechanical circling, continental excursionists were a source of embarrassment for many 

writers. But the main criticism of the excursionists, however, was clearly their 

passivity. Excursionists, the critics argued, should improve themselves by actively 

creating their own perspective, find what it is that they tnily, personally enjoy and 

establish their own tastes and style, regardless of what was recommended by the 

authority, whether it was excursionist guide or guidebook. 

Recent historiography discusses the difference between "travel" and "tourism", 

establishing "travei" as an active exploration of a place and "tourism" as a passive and 

pre-constructed method of sightseeing. In nineteenth century travel writings, however, 

the distinction between the two words is not as clear as it is today. Therefore, although 

the arguments and criticisms related to the distinction between active and passive 

pleasure travel surely existed in later nineteenth cenhiry travel writings, the use of 

words "travel" and "tourism" to define this distinction can not be effeaively made in 

discussing this tirne period. The argument in recent historiography, however, that some 

methods of pleasure travel are more passive than others clearly does exist in nineteenth 

century writings regarding pleasure travel. Throughout the 1860s to World War One 

there was much criticism of the level of activity or passivity a traveller exerted during 

his or her travels. Deciphering what is active and what is passive is a matter of the 



individual critic's perception but also allows for insight into the currents of thought of 

the times. 

1 have examined in this thesis why Italy and Switzerland were attractive and popular 

destinations to the British middle class throughout the 1860s to Worid War One. I have 

furthemore examined the travel vmitings regarding these destinations in order to 

illustrate various perspectives of British middle class travel at this time. Ultimately, the 

reasons for British middle class attraction to ltaly were not always similar to the reasons 

for their attraction to Switzerland. Critics, however, reproached travellers to both 

destinations in the same manner and for the same reasons. 
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' Anon, Unprotected Females in Sicily, Calabria and on the Top of Mountrleûra, (London, 1859). p. 1.18. 
3 E.M. Forster, A R ~ o o  with a View, (New York, 1986). pp.36-37. 

A herd of shecp is the description of Charles Lever in Cornelius O 'Dowd: Upon Men and Women and 
Other Tirings in Gewal, (London, 1876), p.9. A horde of barbanans is the description of an anonymous 
writer of the article "Excursionists" , publisbed in The Sa~rrrdczy Rewiew, vol., (London, 1 860), p. 73 7. 
Human miil-horses was îhe descripion of Leslie Stephen, Men, Books and Mountains, (Minneapolis, 
1956), pp. 17s 179. 
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