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A~STRACT 

This thesis demonstrates that C d a n  support for the Spanish Republic during 

the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s was concentrated around the Comrnuaist Party of 

Canada and its sympathisers. The popular fbnt strategy of the CPC strongly influenced 

the attitude of the supporters of the Spanish Republic in Canada and af5ected the 

perceptions and political ideas of the Canadian volunteers for the International 

Brigades. Although radical ideas and the Great Depression had an influence, the 

volunteers were not mobilised to promote Communism either in Canada or in Spain. 

Mead, the ideas of opposing Fascism and defending democracy, as constnicted and 

promoted by the CPC, were the main motivations for the Canadians who fought in the 

Spauish Civil War. 
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Introduction 

The importance of the Spanish Civil War in modem history is undeniable, Spain 

in the 1930s was not unlike any European state where confkontations between Leftist 

and Rightist factions were fiequent Spain, however, was beleaguered by conflicts 

between old and new political, economic and social ideas that were particularly Spanish 

in essence. Spain had once been a major power in international relations with the 

discovery and conquest of the Americas. Its prestigious role deciined and by the tum of 

the 20th century republican and monarchist forces were vehemently confronting each 

other. With the establishment of the Second Republic in 193 1, political iastability was 

part of the everyday life of Spaniards. Govemments shifted fiom Central-Left to 

Central-Right and this instability M e r  polarised radical min&. The Republican camp, 

which was led by the Popular Front alliance of 1936, wanted the restoration of 

Republicanism in Spain. Franco and his supporters wanted the restoration of the old 

order. S t r~ng ideological rhetonc became used in Spain to describe opposing factions. 

The words Comunism and Fascism became fashionable. 

. In an attempt to restore Spain's cherished historïcal role, part of the Anny rose 

in July 1936 with the intent of overthrowing the Popular Front government The Rebels 

did not obtain the backing of all Spaniards. The m y  rebellion soon f d e d  and tumed 

into a civil war, which listed nearly three years. As a result, Spain quickiy tumed into an 

important theatre of war. People came h m  al1 parts of the world to side with either the 

Republican or the Nationalkt camp.' Never before had a war crystalhed so much 

1 Semantic usage during the Civil War deserves a M e r  analysis. First, the Rebel coup of July 1936 was 
Ied by Amy officers and part of their troops. The Generals Francisco Franco, José Sanjuro and Emilio 



sympathy ab rod  For many, because the Spanish war was set in the polariseci Europe of 

the 1930s, it was seen as a cdkntation between Fascism and ~ommunism? The Spanish 

Civil War beaune as much a cause for the Left as for the lXight-' 

In the midst of the 1930s both camps had been highly intluenced by the political 

polarisation happening in Europe. In spite of the fact that Spanish political debates did 

not coincide with the debates in the rest of Europe, the need to use European rhetoric in 

Spain became a necessary impediment. Both camps became crystallised with the 

European political wording. The effects of the European polarisation process were 

acute on the Spanish politicai existence throughout the history of its republic. The 

ferocity of the language used to belittle the opponent's camp reflects the extent to which 

-- 

Mola Vidal were the three leading figures, iuitially, their movement was apolltica.1. Later, when the coup 
turned into a civil war, they became increasingly urged by Germany and ItaIy to adopt a clear political 
agenda, although this was never accomplished durhg the war. Franco who was named generaiissimo on I 
October 1936 intensifieci his relation with the smaU Catidonian Falange EspaAola Party. However, Franco 
and the Rebels did not have to associate themselves with the Falange Espafiola as pnor to the war they 
were already widely portrayed as Fascists. Although the RebeIs were ideologically distant fiom Fascism 
and many historians and poiitical scientists have assumed that the RebeIs were never Fascists, the l i  
still persists in popuIar Iiterature and among a few historians. For these reasons, in tfiis thesis, the Rebels 
are either depicted as Nationalists or Rebels but never as Fascists. On the other hand, the Republican 
camp is pictured as the Loyalists camp or the Popular Front camp, but never as the Comrnunist camp. 
However, because of the pressure exercised by the PCE and Comintem agents in infiltrathg al1 aspects of 
Republican life, it would almost be accurate to use the expression Communist camp to describe the 
Loyalist camps at the end of the war. In this present research only the word Republican will be used. 
2 This can be explained by the fact that E m p e  had becorne much polariseci as a result of the growing 
tension engendered by the politicai and diplornatic gains made by Nazism in Gexmany. The political 
context of Europe at the time affect& the Spanish politicai discourse. Some historians have concluded 
that the conflict-emerged out of divergent po&ions bromoted to modernise Spain, which was politically, 
socially and economicaUy backward compareci to the rest of Europe. Therefore, strong European 
ideologies - such a s  Communism and Fascism - oniy exacerbateci the conflict in Spain. Paul Preston has 
cornmented that: "The Spanish Civil War is on the one hand very much a Spanish War." Paul Preston, 
"Spanish Civil Wax Right Versus Left in the 1930s" in Modem Histor~ Review, Vol. 3, No. 1, 1991, p.2. 
WilIard C. Frank also supports Preston's assurnptions. He adds that although the Spanish conflict had it 
roots in Spain, its repercussions were signifiant outside the Iberian PeninsuIa, Accordingly: "A clear 
delineation of the contendhg blocs among the geat powers was one of the clearest results of the war in 
Spain." Willard C. Frank, "The Spanish Civil Wru and the Coming of the Second World War", in 
International History Review, Vol. K, No. 3, August 1987, p.400, See also the following book for a 
fully elaborated study on the subject: Paul Preston, The Cornhg of the Sbanish Civil WC Reform, 
Reaction and Revolution in the Second Republic (New York 1994). 
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Fascism and Comunism affected the two camps. Moreover, the military assistance of 

the Soviet Union, Germany and Itaiy fuaher polaiised both Spanish camps. 

The Spanish Republic at war was greatly 

International Brigades, which were organised 

Moscow's guidance, played an important role 

assisted by Communist forces, The 

and led by the Cornintern, under 

in fighting the Nationalist Forces. 

Volunteers came fiom throughout the world to fill up the ranks of the Brigades with the 

aim of defeating the Spanish Rebels. After more than two years of fighting the goal was 

not achieved. In Febniary 1939, Paris and London recognised the Natioaaüst government 

in Madrid and the demise of Spanish Republicanism. Among the members of the 

Brigades, there were many Canadians. Many of them never came back fiom their 

Spanish journey. 

It was a strenuous job during the Spanish Civil War to report on the story of the 

Canadian volunteers. Public attitude towards the Canadian contingent was split dong 

lines that reflected their position towards the Spanish Republic itself. When, in late 

1938 and early 1939 the Canadian contingent was brought back to Canada, eyes were 

directed towards other events happening in Europe. A few months later, the Germans 

were signhg a pact of non-aggression with the Soviet Union and a few days later both 

marched on Poland. The Second World War had started. 

The sigrhg of the Nazi-Soviet non-aggression pact was a detrimental blow to 

the syrnpathisers of Spanish Republicanism. Canadian volunteers were portrayed as  

traitors to the cause of anti-Fascism since they had supported the Soviet Union, the 

3 David Cairns and Shaun Richards, 'Wo Good Brave Cause? The Alienated Intellectual and the End of 
Empire", in Literature and Historv (Great Britain), Vol. 14, No. 2, 1988, p. 195. 
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same Soviet Union which had struck a deal with Fascist Berlin, Little is known of the 

reaction of the veterans when the pact was signed. It would be conceivable to think that 

the sharp reversal of policy by Moscow must have fostered a feeling of isolation among 

the volunteers! This would have rendered the task of writing on the history of the 

Canadian veterans of the Spanish Civil War even more diacult? 

Although today the ideological confiïcts of the 1930s have long disappeared, 

other obstacles impeded the task of writing on the Canadians volunteers. As the evenl 

took place more than 60 years ago, only a few veterans are still alive. The task is also 

circumscnbed by the fact that few veterans left mernoirs or wrote on their Spaaish 

experience. What motivated them to go fight for the Spanish Republic is therefore 

estabiished through the avaiiable primary sources and thtough historical extrapolation. 

It has ofien been suggested that Communisrn was the driving force of the members 

of the International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War. n i e  linkage made between the 

Cumintem as the chief organiser of the fighting unit, and Communism as the main 

objective of the vo1mteers, is a dangerous over-simplification. The tme object of the 

Comintem in organising the Brigades was not the establishment of a Communist state in 

Spain, but the fulnlment of its new 1935 leading policy, which was to fight Fascism at aJi 

cost 

This link between Communism and the Brigadiers has been made by some Ln 

Canadian historicai works. Some authors have assumed that the volunteers were 

4 The Cold War ideological tensions were also another obstacle when writing on the history of the 
Canadian vohnteers. 
5 Of al1 Canadian volunteers, only Ted Allan and Hugh Gmer  were to become authors. This also limits 
the Canadian conternporary literature on the subject. 
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~ommunists.~ Others, without clearly making such a lhk, have been elusive on the 

political cornmitment of the Canadians volunteers? This codksion stands fiom the limited 

amount of research that has dealt with the subject in any depth. There is a profision of 

historical research on the Spaniçh Civil War, but a scant amount on the history of the 

International Brigades and the history of the Canadian contingent. No historian has ever 

fully exafnined what motivated so many Canadians to join the International ~ n ~ a d e s ?  

Mark Zuehke orst comments that "many of the Canadians who went to Spain calleci themselves 
cornmunists", then in the next paragraph he m e s  that "It is me,  too, that most of the Canadians who 
went to Spain were more anti-fàscist than anything else." The order used to describe the Canadian 
volunteers leaves the reader with an unclear picture of who the Canadian volunteers were. Were they 
mostly Communists or anti-Fascists? Zuelkhe, again, seems to suggest that they were first Communists 
and in second place anti-Fascist The Gallant Cause : Canadians in the S~anish Civit War. 1936-1939 
(Toronto 1996), p.xi. Norman Penner also makes allusion to the iàct that the Canadian contingent 
fighting in the Spanish Civil War was composed of Communists. He says that: ''The Canadian 
Communists under this new approach (Popular Front tactic) did some prodigious work in new 
interpretations of Mackenzie, Papineau, and Riel, whom they identified as revolutionary heroes of the 
Canadian past. By naming the Canadian Battalion that went to fight for the Spankh Republican 
Governent in 1936, the "Mackenzie-Papineau Bathlion," they drew public attention to this 
revolutionary tradition." Again, although the link between the Canadian volunteers and their membership 
to the CPC is not made specifidly, one is left with the impression that the Battalion was made-up of 
Canadian Communists. The Canadian Left: A Critical Analvsis (Scarborough 1977). The authors of 
Canada's Par& of Socialism: Historv of he Communist Party of Canada 1921-1976 floronto 1982) 
clearly state that the Canadian volunteers were Communists: "Communists constituted the main core of 
the fecruits who fought - and died - in Spain. In fàct, the part. lost a large section of its cadre in Spain," 
p.127. 
G.P. de T. Glazebrook talks about "Some hundreds of volunteers went to fight for the Republican 

cause, and others felt that it was the crisis of the developing confikt beniveen democracy and fàscism." 
G J .  de T. Glazebrook, A Historv of Canadian Extemal Relations. Vol.11: The Empire and the World, 
19 14-1 939 (Montreal 1970) and Ramsay Cook assumes that: "En dépit de la neutralité de leur pays, 
quelque 1300 Canadiens se portent volontaires pour alIer defendre la démocratie espagnole dans le 
bataillon Mackenzie-Papineau Ramsay Cook, "Triomphe et revers du nationalisme 1900-1945", in Paul- 
An& Linteau, Ed, (French Edition) Histoire générale du Canada (Montréal 1990 (1987- English 
edition)), p.550. 
8 There exists however, some Canadian research on the subject: William C. Beeching, Canadian 
Volunteers Spain. 1936-1939 (Regina 1989); Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie- 
Papineau Battalion : the Canadian contingent in the S~anish Civil War (Ottawa 1986 (1969)); Mark 
Zuehike, The Gallant Cause. Canadians in the S~anish Civil War- 1936-1 939 (Vancouver 1996); Myron 
Momdc, "'For Your Freedom and For Ours' Konstantin (Milce) Olynyk, A Ukrainian Volunteer From 
Canada in the International Brigadesn, in Canadian Ethnic ~ t u d i d t u d e s  Ethniaues au Canada, Vol. 10, 
NO. 2, 1988, pp.124-134; Randy Gibbs Ervin, "The Men of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion: A case 
study of the involvement of the international Communist Movement in the Spanish ~i;il war", 
MAThesis, Carleton University, 1972. 
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The work of Hyweil Francis is, however, an example of research on the 

International Brigades. Francis has completed a substantial midy on "The Background 

and Motives of Welsh Volunteers in the International Brigades, 1936-1938"? Never 

before has there been such a genuine effort to establish what the motives and the 

background of the volunteers were.1° Francis has reiïed on a plethora of data as the basis 

of his assunptions on the Welsh volunteers. The strength of his work lies in the fact that 

he has conducted a wide quantitative study on the background of the volunteers: In bis 

research, Francis had direct access to the South Wales Miners' Library material and his 

historical knowledge of the Welsh volunteers is extensive. Although Francis' endeavour 

could be used as a mode4 this present thesis has favoured another approach. Exclusively 

focussing on a demographic approach leads to inconclusive results when trying to 

determine the motives of the volunteers. Biographical descriptions of the volunteers, 

although e-nsive, sonn' the researcher only superficiaüy on the tme motivation of the 

volunteers. Knowing that one was a member of the Communist Party explains only very 

little about why he became a member in the fïrst place. It is necessary to uncover what was 

the context in which the Canadian volunteers were recruited for Spain. Part of our 

intention is therefore to draw a broad pichile of the Canadian socio-economic context of 

the 1930s. In addition, a demographic approach, like that of Francis, is exceedingly time- 

consuming. This has promptesi us to follow another path in the present thesis. 

Hywel Francis, "'The Background and Motives of  Welsh Volunteen in the International Brigades, 1936- 
1938", in international Journal of Oral history, Vol. 2, No. 2, 1981, pp.84-108. 
10 This assumption is based on the study of Western European and North American Iiterature. There 
exists a multitude of work on the history of volunteers. These works do not, however, reveal the motives 
of the volunteers but mostly recount the history of the volunteers. For this m o n ,  there is a definite need 
to uncover what motivated so many to join the fight in Spain. 
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The intent of this thesis is twofold, It is f k t  intended to overview the Canadian 

context at the time of the Depression. When put into the later context, the aims and 

motivations of the Canadians who volunteerd for the International Brigades are sought. 

The second portion of the thesis will answer this essentiai question What motivated the 

many Canadians who joined the IntemtiomI Brigades haç never been systematically 

researchd SimiIarly, no explanaiion exists on the substantiaf size of the Canadian 

contingent in the International Brigades. Historians have not adequately expanded on both 

subjects. 

Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds7 book The Mackenzie-Papineau Battaiion 

(originally published in 1969) is still to&y viewed as a major contribution to the 

historiography of the Canadian participation in the Spanish Civil War. The importance of 

this work is not in question. However, a few of the authoa' asmptions need to be 

rectifiecl. First, the assumption that the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion was tnily a 

Canadian unit is misleading. It will be demonstrated that the Battalion was not, at any time 

of its existence composed of a majority of Canadians. This in tum, misleads the reader 

when the history of the Canadians in Spain and that of the members of the Battalion are 

examined interchangeably. On page viii the authors talk about %e Canadians who served 

Hi tbe Intemational Brigades" and in the paragraph below they talk about "the Mac- 

~ a ~ s " . "  Carefbi distinction is needed when taiking about the two groups. Hence, this 

thesis WU shed some ligbt on the history of the Canadian volunteers who were not 

members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion and those who were. 

" Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackem-e-Partineau Battalion, p .vK 



Sec~ndly, Howard and Reynolds, iike other historians, have also linked 

Communism with the majority of the Canadian volunteers. The authors state that: 

There is no way of telling just how many of the 
Canadian volunteers actuauy belonged to one of these 
organktions (the Commdst Party of C a m  or the 
Young Comunist League). One figure of 60 per cent has - . 
been proposecl for the entire body of the intemationals; the 
likelihood is that the Canadian percentage would be 
somewhat higher, given the particularly aggrzssive 
direction taken by the working class during the years prior 
to the outbreak of the conflict in spaid2 

This is dso misleading. As is going to be demonstrated in this thesis, Colll~UNsm was 

not the foremost driving force of the Canadian volunteers, but rather the Communist anti- 

Fascist position. The authors refhhed fiom trying to fïnd rasons why Canadians joined 

both the CPC and the Intemational Brigades. By assuming that CPC members were a 

majority in the Canadian contingent, Howard and Reynolds accepted that Communism 

constituted a strong motivation for the Canadians to volunteer. This is a weak and rislcy 

oversimpMcation of the nature of the Canadian involvement in Spain. 

Howard and Reynolds have also not accounted for the fact that the Canadian 

contingent was the second largest per capita among ail the corntries represented in the 

Brigades. This is rather a puzzling achievement taking into account the geographical 

distance that separated Spain h m  Canada and the small size of the Spanish population 

living in Canada at the tirne. However, the object of their research cm just* the 

shortcomings. Their aim was not to reveal what incited many Canadians to join the fight 

l2 Ibid, p. 35-36. They use Robert A. Rosenstone, "The Men of the Abraham Lincoln Battalion", in 
Journal of Amencan History, LIV, September 1967, p. 335. 
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in Spain but to wurite a general history of the members of the Mackenzie-Papineau 

Other authors later pursued Howard and Reynolds' endeavour. William C. 

Beeching, who was himseif a veteran of the Spanish Civil War, has also written on the 

history of the Canadian participation. His work, Canadian Volunteers. Spain 1936.1939 
- 

deals mostly with the campaigns and military feats in which Canadians took part, As it 

was not the aim of the author, this research contributed little to hding what motivated the 

CaflSLdian volunteers to join the Brigades. It was, however, a useful undertaking and 

contributed to ou. general understanding of the history of the Canadian volmteers- 

Finally, Mark Zuehlke published a book on the Canadian involvement in the 

Spanish Civil War. Zuehlke's book, The Galiant Cause: Canadians in the S~anish Civil 

War, 1936-1 939, o v e ~ e w s ,  in a journalistic style, the Me of the Canaàian volunteers in 

~ ~ a i n . ' ~  Chapter fifteen, where the author discusses the retuming of the Canadians and the 

struggle they had with Canadian authorities, is quite interesting. It describes the grim 

generai context with which the Canadian veterans of the Spanish Civil War were faced 

because of the reluctance of the Canadian authorities to repatriate them.14 Although a 

pleasant reading, Zuehlke's book has no direct quotations. The author has used a wide 

range of sources that are not consistentiy organised. For this reason the Unportance of 

ZuehUce's assumptions is limited. 

13 His writing style resernbles the popular style of Pierre Berton. 
14 "The Friends of  the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion reporteci regularly on the Canadian governrnent's 
endless bureaucratie foot-dragging. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police, claiming that the Mac-Paps 
were mercenaries and communists who would foment armed revolution upon their return, vigorously 
opposed their repatriation." Mark Zuehlke, op. cit., p 2 4 5  
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Theses were also used in the present research. Randy E d s  M.A. thesis, "The 

Men of the MackenPe-Papineau Battalion: A Case Study of the Involvement of the 

International Communist Movement in the Spanish Civil War" contributed little to the 

advancement of the historiography. Since Ervin was concernecl with the Communist 

involvement in organising the Canadian volunteers, he did not try to find the motives of 

- the volunteers for joining the Brigades. He was mostly concemed with the analysis of the 

relation between the CPC and the Canadian veterans. He therefore did not try to find out 

why so many Canadiaan volunteers were members of the CPC. The rekîion between the 

impulse to join the CPC and the Brigades is not made explicit in ENin's thesis. 

The thesis of Martin H.P. Lobigs, "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie- 

Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 1939" was also used in this present research. Lobigs' thesis 

is substantial in many ways. It includes an indepth analysis of the recruitment campaign 

conducted in Canada using a variety of sources. He made good use of the RCMP 

reports of the surveillance on the recniitment campaign conducted in  anad da." Using 

the records, he demonstrated how the campaign was conducted. He aiso integrated in 

the discussion, the Canadians who played a role in innuencing the Canadians 

volunteers. However, the scope of the thesis was limited. For this reason, Lobigs, like 

Howard and Reynolds, did not distinguish the Canadian volunteers fiom the members 

of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, assuming that an analysis of the one would lead 

to a full comprehension of the other. Yet, Lobigs knew that many Canadians who were 

fighting in Spain were not members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. On page 126 

he comments that : 



However, a statement of Saul Wehan, an Amencan who 
became a political commissar of the Mac-Paps, suggests that even 
d e r  the Mac-Paps were founded, many Canadians preferred to fight 
with the battalion of their European countrymen. In fact, the number 
appears to have been so high that it is likely that withouithe Amencan 
volunteers nIling the ranks of the Mac-Paps, the battaIion would not 
have been able to survive. 

Lobigs seems to understand that the members of-the Mackenzie-Papineau Baîtalion and 

the Canadian volunteers were not the same group. The characteristics of the t&o groups 

were similar yet they were distinct. 

In Chapter one, Lobigs draws a broad picture of who the members of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion were and what their rn~tivatL--~as were for joining. This 

aklysis overlooked two important characteristics of the Canadian volunteers: Why was 

the Canadian response to join the Brigades so great, and what was the role of the CPC 

in shaping the volunteers perceptions' of Spain? 

On page 11 1 he summarises the reasons that Enciited the members of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion to volunteer: 

Several reasons stated by the volunteers o r  close relatives at 
the time the men went to Spain suggest that adventurism and hopes 
for financial rewards were not decisive. More important appears to 
have ideals, principles and political concem. Economic hardship and 
degradation experienced in Canada appear to have influenced the 
views many volunteers held on the significance of the Spanish Civil 
war? 

This quotation points to one of the flaws of his thesis. In the first instance, he points to 

the motives given by the volunteers of the Mackenzie-Papineau to joui the Brigades. 

He then points to the fact that "ideals, principles and political concem" were a product 

" RCMP Records. F 5  "Recruiting for Spanish Anny (10 October 1936 - 29 August 1979)". 
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of the Depression and kd  the volunteers to join the Brigades. In the chapter, he did not 

make the connection between the motives that were given by the volunteers, and the 

role the Depression climate had on constructing their ideals and political concerns 

towards Spain. What factor contributed to the association made, in the minds of the 

members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, between Spain and the Depression? 

The answer seems to be that the Communists constmcted the political concerns and 

ideais of most Canadian volunteers and ~a t td ion  members. The views held by the 

volunteers "on the signincance of the Spanish Civil War" were produced by the CPC. 

Findy, although Lobigs surnmarjsed the support the rncmbers of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion had in Canada, he did not clearly explain the position 

adopted by the Canadian intellectuals. He claims that support for the battalion was 

cclargely due to increasing militancy in the Canadian public in response to Nazi and 

facist aggression in Europe." The increased interest of the Canadians for the Spanish 

Civil War or the Battalion did not corne from involved intellectuals in spite of the fact 

that British and Amencan intellechials were dehitively influenced by the war in Spain. 

Again, the CPC seerns to have constructed and monopolised the anti-Rebel discourse 

and the support for the members of the Battalion in Canada. Our cnticism of Lobigs' 

work, which is d l  an important contribution to the history of the members of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, partly justifies the wrifing of this thesis. 

Gregory Page has also wrïtten an M.A. thesis on the subject of the Canadian 

involvement in the Spanish Civil War. He was mostly interested in examining the level 

of ideological commitment of the Canadian volunteers. He concluded that most 

16 Martin Lobigs, "The Men of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion", p. 1 1 1. 



Canadian volunteers were deeply committed to the cause of fighting Fascism and 

defendiug the Republic. According to Page, 'the Canadian volunteers for the Spanish 

Civil War had volunteered because they believed in the cause of the Brigades and the 

~ e ~ u b l i c .  h other words the volunteers were motivated by ideology more than by 

anything else."17 Although there is much tmth in Page's comment, still his thesis lacks 

an explanation of how the Canadian volunteers became strongly influenced by . 

ideologies and by the events happening in Spain. Although he rightly points to the fact 

that a high number of immigrants, mostiy £iom Eastern Europe, were members of the 

Canadian contingent, he relies mostly on the fact of their national origin to explain why 

they were ideologically committed. Being immigrants only faciLitated the acceptance of 

the Communist ideai but is not the main reason why they became Communist carci- 

holders or sympathisers. The Depression climate favoured Communist propaganda. 

With the Spanish rebellion, this propaganda was M e r  accepted by a large audience 

that included immigrant Canadiaas. 

Apart fiom these shortcomings and a weak understanding of the actual events 

happening in Spain, Page's thesis is insightfid in other respecd8 On pages 38 to 47 he 

17 Gregory Page, "Ideology and the Canadian volunteers in the Spanish Civil War, 1936-9", M.A. thesis, 
University of New-Brunswick, 1998, p.6. 
la Page does not seem to fuily grasp what was at sake in Spain for a portion of the -y rose in July 1936. 
He comments for example on page 19 that the republic received support only '%m France, who sent 
smali amounts of equipment". Mexico also sent a large arnount, in respect to the size of its economy, of 
equiprnent. On page 20, Page also comments that "Stalin immediately began shipping large quantities of 
supplies and uistructors" [Italics added]. This thesis later demonstrates that Stalin's reaction was not so 
immediate. On page 20 he states that "the Comintern was able to dnun up enough proletarian feeling to 
provide unofficial support for the Republican effort"[Italics added]. It is far fkom being proven that 
Republican support world-wide was proletarian in nature. On page 31 he introduces Hazen Sise as a 
worker. 1 am sceptical of calling Size a worker, After di, he was an architect coming fkom a wealthy 
iàmily. Finally, on page 63, he claims that "al1 of the Western capitalist democracies had signed the Non- 
intervention Agreement." The United States and Canadian government, although in favour of it, never 
signed the Agreement. 
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clearly demonstrates how ethnic groups in Canada were closely associated with the Left 

in Canada His analysis points to the past history of their homeland to indicate how 

immigrants arriving in Canada became sympathetic to leftist ideas. Finaliy, Page has 

drawn detailed tables on the background of the Canadian volunteers. The quantitative 

segments of his &esis are usefid in drawing the general picture of who the volunteers 

were. 

Mary Peck has written a .  M.A. thesis on the Canadian media reaction to the 

Spanish Civil war.19 Her findings described the information, which circulated in the 

press at the tirne. Her work was used to better put into context the period of the 

Depression and the Spanish Civil War in which the Canadian volunteers' motivations 

found their roots. Similady, the works of both Art Cawley and Marc Charpentier have 

also been useda2' They have helped to rnake a satisfactory assessrnent of the 

infornation that was circulated in the leading newspapers of Montreal, in the case of 

Charpentier, and in the Engiish Canadian Catholic press in Cawley's case. Among their 

hdings, it seems as if the support for both camps in the war was not solely based on 

language and religious distinction but was rooted in a wider complex system of belief 

which was induced by ideological, economic and humanitarian comrnitments. 

Myron Momryk has also written on the participation of Konstantin Olynyk, a 

UkrainianCanadian in the Spanish Civil War. This biographical article draws a general 

picture of the Tkainian-Canadians who were, according to Howard and Reynolds, 

19 It was published later as a book Mary Biggar Peck, Red Moon Over Soain: Canadian Media Reaction 
to the S~anish Civil War (Ottawa 1988). 
20 Marc Charpentier, "Columns on the March: Montreal Newspapers interpret the Spanish Civil War, 
1936-1939",M.A. Thesis, McGilI University, 1992; Art Cawley, "The Canadian CathoIic English 



numerous in the Canadian contingent Momryk summarises the He of Olynyk and the 

context in which he lived. In the last portion of the article, Momryk outlines what "largely 

influenced" Olynyk to join the International Brigades. He adequately concludes that the 

fact of having lived in Eastern Europe had dehitively shaped Olynyk's political beliefs? 

Published RCMP teports for the years 1936 to 1939 were also utilised in this 

thesis.= The RCMP bbWeekly Summary: Reports on Revolutionary Organi7atiom and 

Agitation in Canada" were a valuable source of information on the activities of the CPC 

and its afnliate organisations. These reports, which were produced by the intelligence 

services of the RCMP, varied greatiy in depth of analysis. In some instances a report on 

one CPC meeting might take up a dozen pages wMe others are only briefly mentioned. 

On the whole, however, CPC activities seem to have been well documented. However, 

there exist many flaws in the analysis of the writers of these reports. This is especially true 

in reference to their anaiysis of the events happening in Spain during the Civil war? For 

Language Press and the Spanish Civil War", in Studv Sessions: Canadian CathoIic Historical Association, 
1982, pp.25-51. 
21 Myron Momryk, "'For Your Stniggle and For Ours' Konstantin (Mike) Olynyk, A Ukrainian Voiunteer 
From Canada in the International Brigades", in Canadian Ethnic Studies / Études Ethniaues au Canada, 
Vol, XX, No. 2, 1988, p.133. 
" G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Secunty Bulletins: "The Demession Years. Part III. 1936" 
(St. John's 1996), RCMP Sec& Bulletins: "The Depression Years, Part IV. 1937 (St. John's 1998) and 
RCMP Securhv Bulletins: "The Depression Years. Part V. 1938-39 (St. John's 1998). 
23 The authors of these reports misunderstood the ideological fighting present during the Spanish Civil 
War. They did not understand the role played by the ~ o m i n k m  in the conflict by overestimating the 
revolutionary d e  of the Spanish war. In report number 867 dated the 17 August 1937, the authors stated 
that: "The opportunity to train Canadians in practical revolution in Spain was welcomed by the C.P. 
leadership". This is wrong. Al1 revolutionary sentiment that existed in the first months of the war, 
especially in Barcelona, had been destroyed during the spring of the same year. The goal of the report, 
which was to comment on the revolutionary organizations and agitation in Canada, might explain this 
ovefitatement. On the next report, the authors assume that: "The Trotskyist inspired Friends of Workers' 
Spain at Montreal is now holding an exhibition of Spanish posters and paintings in Strathcona Hall in an 
endeavour to emphan'se the strength and unity of the force behind the Madrid-Valencia Governrnent." 
As stated above, the same Madrid-Valencia Governrnent had eradicated revoiutionary factions, especially 
the Trotçkykt ones, earlier in Spain. This statement is incorrect. See G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, 
Eds., RCMP Security Bulletins: "The Depression Years. Part IV. 1937': p.335 and 349. 
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this reason, these reports need to be used carefüily. A strict evaiuation of the content of the 

reports was foilowed throughouî its use in this thesis. 

Two National Archives of Canada fonds were aiso utilised: "The Mackenzie- 

Papineau Battalion Collection", and "The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fond.". The 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fond is composed of four file lists; File List 1 to 3 and File 

List 6F4 The fùst one is entitled: '?)ocumentary Material of the Commissariat of War of 

the Intemational Brigades and of the Commissar-Inspecter of the Intemational Brigades 

(L. Longo)=, 1936-193g6." Divided into 14 mes, it contains many combat and supply 

reports, lists of personnel, personal and personnel information, correspondence of 

volunteers and other. technical matters. File List 2 is composed of ccDocumentary 

Materiais of the International Brigades' Base and Central War Administration of the 

Minisixy of National Defence of the Spanish Republic, 1936-1 939." It is dinded into 15 

Files. It contains army organisational structures of the Amiy of the Spanish Republic and 

the International Brigades, service notes to personnel, various lists of personnei and their 

appointments, file list compiled by the Base Medical Commission on the battle çapacity of 

the wounded and various diaries, inspirational writings and correspondence of 

International Brigadiers. 

The third file list, '?)ocumen&uy Material of the 35" and 45" Divisions, MUred 

Brigades of the Republican Amy, Interbrigades and m e r  Formations, 1937-1939" is 

24 See George Bolotenko article "The National Archives and Lefi-Wing Sources fiom Russia: Records of 
the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, the Cornmunist Party of Canada and Left-Wing Intemationals", in 
Labour/Le Travail, Vo1.37, Spring 1996, pp. 179-203. 
2s Luigi Longo (1 900- 1980) member o f  the Communist Party of  Italy (PCI) was first Political Coamissar 
to the MI Brigade (mostly composed of  italians in the Garibaldi Battalion) then Inspecter General or 
Commissar-Inspector o f  the international Bngades. 
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divided into 12 files. This file List is surely the most interesting one. The fmt six files are 

composed of Brigade Commissariat matters, such as military discipline and exchanges 

- between Headquarfers. Files 507 to 512 are highly insightfül. ~ h & e  comprise many lists 

of personnel and statistical information on rnembers of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. 

Files 509 to 512 contain a valuable questionnaire that was filled by 398 rnembers of the 

60' Banalion (Mackenzie-Papineau) which totals 729 pages. These last files offer many 

overtures for demographic histoncal research. 

The last file list is also interesting. Divided into 42 files, the file, which is entitled 

ccDocuments on Volunteers of the Interbngades, Participants of the National-Revolutionary 

War in Spain, 1936-1939", contains much detaileed information on Canadiam serving in 

Spain. It contains various lists with detailed information on Canadian volunteers in Spain, 

including name, nationality, profession, education, f d y  status, address, poiiticai 

aff?liation, service in Spain, unit. File 539 also contains two roster lists fiom the "General 

Inventory of the Index Card Library of the XVth Brigade, of Canadian Nationality". It 

lists 825 Canadians who served in the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. It also holds 

another list fiom the "Inventory of the Index Card Library of Cornrades of Canadian 

Nationality in Various Units", which lists 314 C a d a n  participants. Finally, files 541 to 

576 also contain interesting information. They are divided by sumames and contain in 

some cases much detailed information on Canadian volunteers such as personal 

idonnation from the War Commissariat, political reliability and military ability 

26 Instead of the years 1936-1939, it should be read 1936-1938 since the International Brigades were 
dismantled officially and in practice in September 1938. 
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assessrnent by the Central Committee of the PCE, kehand assessments by officers and 

commissars, and other material such as personal correspondence. 
* 

The second fond: "The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Collection", was less used. 

This collection was compiled by Victor Howard and was ultimately used by him and Mac 

keynolds in writing their book. The collection was compiled fiom 1935 to 1986 and 

contains 1.160 meters of material. It is M e r  divided into the Victor Howard (Hoar) 

Papers, the Edward Cecil Smith Paper, papers fkom The Friends of the Mackenzie- 

Papineau Banalion and the Walter E. Dent Papers. In it one can find senes of Howard's 

correspondence with veterans, a series of ciraft histories written by Edward C. Smith, 

correspondence between volunteers and the Friends and some 600 photocopies of 

biographical cards of Canadian volunteers. Finaiiy, it also holds histonc matenal that was 

compiled by Walter E. Dent, a vetekn and long time executive of the Veteraos of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau ~attalion?' 

Of both fonds and all mes, the detailed questionnaire of the Kstorical Commission 

of the International Brigades (File List 3, Files 509 to 512) is the most interesting. In the 

questionnaires, one can find the answers of many Canadians on what motivated them to 

join the brigades. Although this fond was of much use in this research, its value is of 

moderate capacity. It would be mislead'mg to refer exclusively to the answers given by the 

volunteers to conclude on what motivated them to join the International Brigades. Most of 

their answers were limited to a mere sentence each. These responses kave the historian 

with ody an overall view of what might have animated them to volunteer for Spain. It 
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indicaies what the aim of the volunteers was in fighting in Spain but reveals little on whaî 

was the root of their political and ideological convictions. A much broder andysis of the 

1930s era must be conducted in order to arrive at an ail-encompassing picture of a l l  

sources of motivation. 

This thesis demonstrates that Canadian support for the Spanish Republic during 

the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s was concentrated around the Communkt Party of 

Canada and its sympathisers. The popular fiont strategy of the CPC strongly idhenced 

the attitude of the supporters of the Spanish Republic in Canada and afTected the 

perceptions and political ideas of the Canadian volunteers for the International 

Brigades. Although radical ideas and the Great Depression had an influence, the 

vohnteers were not mobilised to promote Comrnunism either in Canada or in Spain. 

Mead,  the ideas of opposing Fascism and defending democracy, as constmcted and 

promoted by the CPC, were the main motivations for the Canadians who fought in the 

Spanish Civil War. 

In undertaking this analysis, the political context of Canada pnor to the start of 

hostiiïties in the Iberian Peninsula will first be analysed. It will be demonstrated that 

Canada, although on a smalier scale than in Europe, was also faced with a politically 

radicalised atmosphere. This provided an ideal ground for the CPC propaganda which 

conclusively influenced the Canadian volunteers. Secondly, the Canadian perception of 

the events in Spain, after July 1936 will be studied. A wide range of available sources 

of information will be examined to understand what the Canadian perception was of 

27 The Fnends of the Macke~e-Papineau Battalion seems to have been founded on 20 May 1937. 
According to Howard and Reynolds, the Veterans Association was created after September 1938 and 
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Spain pnor to and during the war. Contemporary travel literature and the content of the 

leftist press in Canada will be analysed in this portion of the research. 

Thirdly, an analysis of the political forces that became actively influentid in the 

carnpaign of support and assistance of the Spanish republic will be .conducted. The 

substantid role taken by the CPC in organising recnutment in Canada and its success as 

an altemate political option throughout the 1930s wilI be examined. Fourthiy, an 

overall 'biographical oveMew of the Canadian volunteers will be conducted. It d l  

point to what the background of the volunteers was. Finally, on the basis of this 

analysis, the last chapter of the thesis will detemine what the sources of motivation of 

the Lanadians who served in Spain were. The questions of what were they fighting for 

and for which purpose will specifically be answered. It will be demonstrated that hatred 

of Fascisrn and the need to fight for democracy was what united the Canadian 

volunteers and coflstituted their purpose in Spain. Because of the volatiiity of the 

Communist doctrine at the time and because of the mew modus operandi of Popular 

Front unity, anybody could become a Communist, provided that they were not 

~ascists.~* For this reason, many people were readily associated with Cornmunism. 

The last chapter also includes a critique of the classifications used by other historians to 

group the volunteers according to their motivations. 

-- -- 

lasted until 1949- Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, p.238. 
28 Those who supported the policy of Popular Front sided with the Communists. This promoted the idea 
that such support by one for Popular Frontisrn made one a Communist. Franz Borkenau, in 1939, 
cynically cornmenteci on the irresolute state of the Communist doctrine in the 1930s: "It is interesting to 
note that in 1930 Trotskyism was what communism is to-day and that communism then was what is to- 
day called Trotswsm." Frank Borkenau, World Cornmunism: A Historv of the Cornmunist International 
(New York 1939). 
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Chapter 1 - f oiitical Radicalisation 

The historical context of the 1930s explains in part what motivated the Canadian 

voiunteers to join the international Brigades. The socialisation of the volunteers to 

politics was tied to the LiWig conditions in the t h e  of the Great Depression. The 

Depression was a fertile ground for radical ideas and these ideas prompted many 

Canadians to join the fight in Spain. Most importantly, parties of the lefi such as the 

CPC and the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) demonstrated leadership 

in confÎonting the crisis of capitalism. In doing so, they gained wide support. The 

gains made by the CPC during the Depression, were important in recniiting support for 

the International Brigades. 

The living conditions of the Depression years incited many Canadians to look 

for nonconfonnist ideas and sewed as a catalyst for mounting radicalism. The nse of 

radicalism induced the polarisation of the discourse of the inter-war political spectrum. 

Although the extent of Canadian radicalism was never as acute as in Europe, it was a 

political direction that should not be disregarded- Most of the Canadians who went to 

Spain were directly a product of this polarisation. 

Eric Hobsbawm uses the phrase Fall of Liberalismy' to descnbe the 

ascendancy of Rightist ideas to power in Europe during the inter-war period.l Although 

Hobsbawm is not interested in the politid history of Canada when addressing the fa11 

l Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes: The Short Twentieth Century (Landon 1994)- Chapter two of this 
book is entitied: "The Fall o f  Likdism". Hobsbawm's thesis is that "While the economy tottered, the 
institutions of Likral democracy virhially disappeared between 1917 and 1942 h m  al1 but a h g e  of 
Europe and parts of North America and Australasia, as fascism and its satellite authoritarîan movements 
and regimes advanced" (p.7). He Iater in chapter 4 States his assumptions on why Rightist groups rose in 
Europe. "The rise of the radical Right af€er the First World War was undoubtedly a response to the 
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of Liberalism, his conclusions support the idea that there was, in the 1 9 3 0 ~ ~  a 

polarisation of the political discourse. 

The encounter of Cmadians with radical political ideas was accomplished by 

many groups of both Right and Lefi inclinations. The Canadian L e 4  which ranged 

fiom Communism upheld by the CPC to a mild Socialism of the CCF, was presented in 

the eady 1930s with new opportunities. The division that existed in the ranks of 

Canadian unions favoured the creation of radical new unions. The Workers' Unity 

League (WUL) which was CPC affiliated made an energetic debut in the early 1930s. 

Its strength lay in the fact that unlike other unions, it organised the unskilled workers. 

This new approach found many supportive voices among the Canadian workers. 

Although the popularity of the CPC was enhanced among the workers, the WUL was 

abruptly disbanded in 1935.~ However, the gains made by the CPC in organising the 

unskilled workers were beneficial and lasted longer than the WUL. When the Spanish 

Civil War began, the CPC found an audience to promote its policies amongst the 

unskilled workers. 

The Communists were, by the mid-1930s, a successflll radical political 

alternative. Because of the Depression, unemployment was at the highest level ever 

reached in Canada. Many workers wandered around in search of employment. The 

situation of the farmers was similar when in addition to not being able to seil their farm 

products, the Prairie Provinces were codkonted with droughts. According to Norman 

- -- - - -- - - - 

danger, indeed to the reality, of social revolution and working-dass power in generai, to the October 
revolution and Leninism in particular? (p. 1%). 
2 The WUL was disbanded in 1935 by the CPC following a policy of the Corninteni which demanded the 
merger of srnail revolutionary unions into wider reformist unions. See Robert Corneau, & 
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P e ~ e r ,  CPC success was closely associated with the Depression because the party gave 

ccexpression to the discontent of the Depression and rinitiated] haght ive ,  militant, and 

effective extra-pariiamentary activity on a whole host of domestic and foreign policy 

questions.''3 The CPC proposed solutions to the Depression and actively pursued the 

improvement of the Iife of the.Canadian workers. 

On the contrary, the policy of the fderal govenrment seemed to be insufficient. 

In face of the drastic living conditions, the federal goveniment organised a nation-wide 

system of relief camps for the unemployed. The fate of the federal system of relief 

camps was, however, fiagile. The camp system was motivated not so much by a will to 

ameliorate the poor living conditions of the workers but by the danger they represented 

to Canadian political stability. The vagrancy of the unemployed was cause of much 

concem for the federal authorities. Being unemployed and having to live the hardship of 

the Depression was enough to induce them to radical ideas. Ottawa considered that the 

unemployed represented a menace to law and ~ r d e r . ~  This rationale better explains the 

creation of the system of relief camps. Humanitarian sentiment towards the 

unemployed was not the primary motivating factor. 

The CPC, under the auspices of the WUL, soon became active in leading relief 

camp intemees and created the Relief Camp Workers' union.' The Union had the 

initial goal of organising the grievances of the workers. It mobilised them against their 

shoddy living conditions. Later, in 1935, the Union intensified the tone of its carnpaign 

- -- 

Communistes au Québec 1936-1956 (Montréal 1980), p.3. For the revolutionary role of the WUL see 
Tom McEwen, The Fowe Glows Red: fiom blacksmith to revolutionary (Toronto 1974), p.141. 

Norman Pemer, The Canadian Le& A Critical Anahsis (Scarborough 1 977), p. 170. 
4 Michiel Horn, The Great De~ression of the 1930s in Canada (Ottawa l984), p. 12. 
Jack Williams, The Stow of Unions in Canada (n.p. -lWS), pp.149-151. 
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and led camp wakouts as signs of protest Tne CPC, through the dynamic policies of 

the WUL, successfûlly fiieiied the image that it was active in promoting better living 

conditions for the workers. 

The On-to-Ottawa-Trek was later organised by the WUL. It had for its objective 

t_o reach Ottawa in order to directly present the grievances of the intemees to the Prime 

Minister. Because of the good discipline of the Trekkers, the group succeeded in 

gaining wide support throughout Canada However, this indispensable support was not 

enough for the trek to reach Ottawa. The group was halted in Regina and clashed with 

police forces. As a result, one policeman died and many workers and policemen were 

injured. The scare left by the skinnish was to be detrimental to many workers. Among 

this group, a good portion volunteered for the International ~ r i ~ a d e s . ~  

The success of the CPC was aiso helped by the fact that the CPC diversified its 

activities. It created and supported many political groups that had a somewhat strong 

following in Canada The CPC supported the Canadian Labour Defence League 

(CLDL) and the League Against War and Fascism @Am). The LAW,  which was 

the first ad-Fascist popular fiont group of the period, was successful and M e r  

enhanced 'the image of the CPC arnong the Canadian However, as 

6 Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ineau Battalion : the Canadian contingent in the 
S~anish Civil War (Ottawa 1986 (1969)), p.29. 
7 The CLDL was created by the CPC in 1925 and the LAWF was created in October 1934: Nonnan 
Penner, Canadian Communism : the Stalin Years and Bevond, p.134. According to Walter D. Young, the 
initial success of the League is also proved by the fkct that many members of the CCF supported its* 
activities. The Anatomy of a Party : The National C e r a t i v e  Commonwealth Federation. 1932-1948 
ooronto 1968), p261. For a history of the CLDL see J.Petryshyn, "Class ConfIict and Civil Lilberties: 
The Origins and Activities of  the Canadian Labour Defence League, 1925-1940" in LaboudLe Travail, 
Vol. 10, Autumn, 1982, pp.39-63. 
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identifid earlier, the CPC was not the only party trying to gain acceptance during the 

Depression years. 

The radicalisrn of the time had favoured the flowishing of other factions. In 

1932, the CCF, which had a rather radical political platforni, was created. According to 

Norman Penner, the CCF was 'Ihe inheritor of several radical strands in the political 

history of English Canada It represented the legacy of the main elements of the 

Socialist and Labour Parties that started at the turn of the ~entury."~ Its presence on the 

Canadian political scene was impinging on CPC success by gaining support fiom the 

same segment of the Canadian population. However, the radical tone employed by the 

CPC appears to have attracted a different clientele. Only a few CCF members joined 

the International Brigades. 

Nevertheless, the CCF made some considerable advancement in the 1930s. 

Less radical than the CPC, it was more readily accepted by a wider audience. During 

the 1935 federal elections the CCF secured 8.9% of al1 Canadian votes and elected 7 

Members of the Parliament. On the contrary the CPC secured far less votes and did not 

elect any candidates. However, according to Walter D. Young, the vigour of the CPC 

attracted many Canadian workers to the detriment of the CCF? Although the CCF had 

stronger support in 1935, as election results show, when the war broke out in Spain, the 

CPC resolutely took a stronger stand for the defence of the Republic. The CCF never 

adopted a solid position in favour of the Republic. The CCF, instead, adopted 

isolationism. This d d e r  position which reflected that of the federal goveniment aided 

Norman Penner, Canadian Communism, p. 2 16. 
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the CPC1s campaign during the war. According to Dean E. McHenry, the isolationist 

tendency of both CCF and Liberal leaders facilitated stronger support for the CPC.~' 

However, the neutral stand of the CCF did not fhd a consensus among all CCF 

members. Some members did not feel the strong pacifist sense that auhated J.S. 

Woodsworth and other CCFers. Many openiy supported and took part in the aid 

campaign for Spain in Canada. For example, T.C. Dougias, a CCF Member of 

Parliament, greatly contributeci to the critique of the official neutral position adopted by 

the federal government. ' ' 
The CPC, because of its strong stand on foreign relations issues and the way it 

organised the unskilled workers, was successfbl. It also succeeded in getting the 

support of many immigrants. There were, for example, many Ukrainian and Finnish - 

organisations that maintained close relations with the CPC. Many Ukrainians were 

members of the Ukrahiari Labour Farmer Temple Association (ULFTA)'~ and the 

Ukrainian Social Democratic Party. Both groups were officiaiiy associated with the 

CPC. Similady, the popular Finnish Organisation in Ontario was a radical group 

closely linked to the CPC. Many East Europeans living i* Canada during the 

Depression were responsive to CPC campaigns. 

- - - -  

9 Walter D, Young, The Anatomy o f  a Party : The National Co-operative Commonwealth Federation, 
1932-1 96 1 (Toronto 1969), p.265, 
10 Dean E. McHenry, The Third Force in Canada : The Co-overative Commonwealth Federation. 1932-48 
(Wesport 1950), pp.288-89. 
" na, Canada's P a .  of Socialism : Hisfny of the Communist Party of Canada 192 1-1 976 (Toronto, 
l982), p. 127. 
12 The ULFTA was first nameci ükrainian Labour Temple Association, Its name was later changed to 
ükrainian Labour Farmer Temple Association to include the vast portion of Uhinian-Canadians who 
were not part of the labour force. 



The polarisation process that occurred during the 1930s seems to have profited 

more the left than the right. The presence of Rightist groups on the Canadia. political 

scene was scarce.I3 It seems that the ody headway made by movements of the politicai 

right was in Québec. According to Norman Penner, the fact that the Québec Catholic 

church strongly supported Franco and Mussolini during the war explains the presence of 

Rightist groups in Québec. '' There was for example a National Social Christian Party in 

Québec and members of the Adrien Arcand group, Les Chevaliers de Jacques-Cartier, 

were stirring anti-leftist animosity. 

In spite of the relative faiIure of the Canadian Right, there existed a few German 

and Italian cdtural organisations that foiiowed their homelanci path towards radicalism 

by adopting Fascist ideas. The Deutsche Burd, the Arbeiter Gemeinschaft, Ortsguppen 

and Stutzpunkte headed by Dr. Robert Ley, and the National Socialist German Party 

were respectively active in promoting Nazism in Canada. Similady, Italian-Canadians 

of Fascist sentiment also controiled some Rightist organisations: the Fascio, the Italian 

United Moral Front and the Dopolavoro. However, .the accomplishments of these 

organisations throughout the 193 Os were limited. l5 

l3 Lita-Rose Betcherman, The Swastika and the Made Leaf: Fascist movements in Canada in the thirties 
(Montra 1975), p.113. She also stated on page 142 that: "While Fascism was aimost dead in the rest of 
the country, in Quebec Arcand and his fiiends were d l  thriving." See also Martin Robin, Shades of 
Füecht : Nativist and Fascist Politics in Canada. 1920-1940 (Toronto 1992), p.232. On page 262, he stated 
that the "German Days in the West, during the peak years 1936-7, drew 15 000 to 18 000 people, out of a 
total of 275 000." This M e r  dernonstrates the failure of German-Canadians to assimilate Fascist ideas. 
l4 Penner says specifically that: " [it] was the attitude of most of the Quebec youth groups to Fascism 
because of the fact that the Catholic Church and al1 its organizations supported Franco and Mussolini". 
Canadian Comrnunism, p.139. Penner's assumption on the Quebec Catholic support for Franco and 
Mussolini is overstated, since the Vatican itself did not support openly either Franco or Mussolini. See 
Peter Kent, "The Vatican and the Spanish Civil War" in Euroman Historv Ouarterlx Vol. 16 (1986), 

-441-442, who discusses the attitude of Pope Pius XI towards Franco at the start of the hostilities- 
"Martin Robin, Shades of Rinht: Nativist and Fascist Politics În Canada l9Xl-lWO (Toronto 1 W2), 
p232. 



It would be misleadhg to thuik that these groups had a strong following. The 

CPC never gained more than 16 000 members until 1939.16 The German Bund, which . 

was the biggest pro-Fascist organisation in Canada outside Québec, never exceeded 

more than 2000 members country-wide.I7 Taking that the Canadian political spec tm 

was polarised and that there were no openings for radical rightist groups, what explains 

the success of radical leftist groups such as the CPC in the 1930s? A mumire of strong 

ideological ties with Moscow and independent actions, which well suited the Canadian 

context, is part of the answer. It properly describes the attitude of the CPC in the 

1930s. The CPC skilfully used the context of the time to make tangible gains in 

Canadian politics. The CPC policy of uniting all Leftist groups in Canada even before 

this became the object of the Comintern, although not successful, facilibted its 

advancement. 

tn 1934, the CPC tried to make contact with non-communist circles. According 

to Ivan Avakurnovic, "even before Hitler came to power, the CommUI1ists in Canada 

and elsewhere tried to find allies in non-communist circles.'y18 In October 1934 the first 

congress of the Canadian LAWF, which was attended by many CPC members, was 

highly successful. The anti-Fascist design of the League, according to Norman Penner, 

explains its popularity.'g The close relation between the CPC and the League assuredly 

helped the promotion of the party. By diversifjhg its relations the CPC made gains. 

See appendix D for statistical information on he CPC membership fkom 1921 to 1960. 
" Martin Robin, Shades of Rkht, p.246. Taken îrom The Winnipeo Tribune, 13 Ianuary 1939. 
SimiIariy, Canada's Nazi Party had a membership somewhere between one hundred and two hundred 
persoi1~. Martin Robin, Shades of RiPht: p238. 
' Ivan AvakumoMc, The Communia Partv in Canada : A History (Toronto 1975), p.97. This is also 

supported in na, Canada's Partv of SociaIism (Toronto, l982), p. 1 12. 
l9 Norman Penner, Canadian Communisnt, p. 134. 
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Fortunately diversification of the Communist relations was to become, in the 

summer of 1935, the new objective of the Comintem During the 6th Congress, in late 

summer 1928, the Comintern had called on al1 Communist parties to refrain fiom 

e n t e m g  any links with Socialists. According to the policy, the Socialists 

represented another breed of Fascism: Social-Fascism. Because of clear ideological 

shifts happening in Europe, especially the coming to power of the Nazis in Germany, 

the leadership and object of the Comintern were modified In 1935, George Dimitrov, 

who had personally encountered Fascism in Germany while being politically active in 

Berlin, was called upon by Stalin to assume the leadership of the Comintem. His 

appointment was crucial in changing the attitude of world Communism towards 

Fascism. Dimitrov's actions and policies armed the Comintern with a stronger an& 

Fascist discourse. 

In August 1935, at the 7th World Congress of the Communist International, 

Dimitrov postulated that Fascism, since Hitler had corne to power, needed to be 

strongly contained. The strength of the Europea. Right had passed into another phase 

in 1933, when Germany had swung to the Right. In 1928, such was not the case and 

Fascism, in the Italian sense, represented a lesser menace to Russia than its Geman 

breed. Therefore, at the congress of the Comintern, the new anti-Fascism policy 

assumed primacy over exporthg the revolution?* Contrary to the 1928 line, the new 

policy called on al1 forces to unite against the growing danger of Fascism. The 

It has been argueâ, by many historians, that this shift in Comintem's poIicy was in fact the result of 
pressure originating fiom leading figures of the Parti communiste de France (PCF). See a good overview 
of  this question in Helen Graham and Paul Preston, The P 0 ~ d a r  Front in Eurom (New York 1987) and 
Kevin McDermott and Jeremy Agnew, The Comintem : A Historv of International Communism fkom 
Lenin to Stalin (New York 1997). 



Comhtem had defïnitively abandoned the Third Penod rhetoric to better face the 

realities of the 1930s. 

The Popular Front policy was endorsed by the CPC in August 1935. The CCF 

was consequently urged by CPC leaders to join the effort in the fight against Fascism. 

The CPC pian was finniy rejected by CCF members. According to RCMP reports, CCF 

members rejected the CPC cidl for union by 88 to 7? During the war in Spain, 

Communists firther urged the CCF to unite with the CPC in organising the Canadian 

aid to Spaia This was M e r  rejected? On 29 Jdy 1938, another CPC attempt to co- 

operate with the CCF was also tumed dom? The attempt of the CPC in UILiting with 

the CCF against Fascism was never suc~essful.*~ However, in spite of this defeat, the 

CPC by isoiating itself fiom the CCF more easily monopolised the fight against 

Fascism in Canada. 

Radical groups of both Right and Left tendencies were therefore present in 

Canada. The scope of success of both was unequal. The high level of organisational 

skius of the Left and its intemationdist vision, as the next chapter will demonstrate, 

helped better root the CPC in the political M e  of Canadians in the 1930s. In spite of 

severe policy changes in 1935, the CPC was increasingly flourishing. From the year 

1934 to 1936, the CPC doubled the size of its ranks. The success of the Canadian 

21 The meeting was held in Toronto on 3 4 5  August 1936. Gregory S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., 
RCMP Securitv Bulletins: "The De~ression Years. Part III. 1936" (St. John's 1996) meport 819],p338. 

"C.C.F. Convention Rejects Communist Aid for Spain Plan", in The Vancouver Sun, 6 July 1937. 
23 G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Securitv Bulletins: "The Depression Years. Part V. 1938- 
39" (St. John's 1998) [Report No. 897,4 August 19381, p.239. - 
24 According to David Moore, the CCF rejected the CPC cal1 for union because: "From an ideological 
standpoint, the justness of the Republican cause had weighed against the unseemly prospect of 
collaborating with a cornpetitor whose priorities were at odds with the guiding principles of democratic 
socidism." David Vincent Moore, "Do The Right Thing: The Cmperative CommonweaIth Federation 
and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-39", M.A. Thesis, Queen's University, 1991, p.75. 
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Communists to recniit many volunteers for Spain demonstrates that the new poiicy of 

the United Front was effective.'' 

tS The new policy was not only successfûl in Canada but throughout the Wesian World According to 
José Manuel Martinez Bande, the propaganda campaign organised by the Comintern was tnumphant as 
the number of recruits who joined the International Brigades indicates. In Bande's words: "la intensa 
propagaada iniciada nada mhs estailar nuestra guerra habia dado immediatos hitos, siendo ya muchos 
los voluntarios que, por mil medios, y procedhientos ..." Bngadas - Intemacionales (Barcelona 1972), 
p.35. 



Chapter 2 - The JuIy 1936 Rising and the Canadian Perception 

The perception of the events in Spain is crucial when analysing what motivated 

many Canadiam to join the Repubiican fight in Spain. Due to the politidly polarised 

atmosphere of the 1930s and the abundant use of propaganda in describing the war, 

perception was more rneaniflgful than reality. Therefore the aim of this chapter is to 

examine information that would have influenced the Canadian voiunteers. By finding 

what were the sources of pressure for the Canadians to join the Brigades, one can better 

determine what was the justification used by the Canadians to volunteer. 

Caoadians did not know much about Spain before the July 1936 rising.' The 

Canadian Reverend Salem Bland, a supporter of the Republican cause, also believed 

that Canadians were not well informed on the politics and history of Spain. According 

to Bland, "There was between Canadians and the people of Spain no ancient 

- nienchhip. Canadians h e w ,  perhaps, less about them than about any of the major 

peoples of Europe, and what they did know was mostly of savage hostilities in a far 

part."2 The initial media coverage of the war in Spain was therefore crucial in forming 

the attitudes of the Canadian towards Spain. 

' William C. Beeching, Canadian Volunteers: S~ain, 1936-1939 (Regina 1989), p.10. Similarly, Nicola 
VuIpe believes that "Canadian p e t s  [...] had little or no fïrst-hand knowledge of Spain," and that: "until 
the start of the war on 18 July 1936, few Canadians (poets included) knew or cared much about Spain". 
Nicola Vulpe, Ed., Sealed in Struale. Canadian Doetrv & the Suanish Civil War: An Antolom (Tenerife 
1995), p2 l .  

Cited in A.E. Smith, Canada's Mackenzie-Pa~uieau Battalion, =p., 1937, on p.3, by Ted Allan who 
m t e  the introduction to this pamphlet whkh was writtcn with the aim of collecting money for the 
members of the battalion. This brochure contains small mernoirs of Canadians who were fighting in 
Spain The authors of these mernoirs refer rnostIy to military operations in which the unit took part. 



The Spanish-speaking population in Canada was small. Less than 1 500 

Canadians claimed the Spanish language as their mother tongue in 1931: Although 

many Canadians were d l  attached to their old European ties, Spain was not the home 

country of m a .  of them. Spain had not participated in the First World War and had 

not k e n  influentid on European &airs in the 1920s. In 193 1, with the creation of the 

Second RepubIic, Spanish events secured more attention. In October 1934, with the 

uprising in the Asturias and other regions of Spain, foreigners became increasingly 

aware of Spanish political instability. In a few newspapers, talles of civil war, prier to 

Jdy 1936, were existent The British Communist Dailv Worker employed the headline 

"Spanish Civil Waf' in October 1934 to describe the Asturias e v e n d  The New York 

based j o d  Current Historv ran a few articles on Spanish political instabfity fiom 

August 1935 mtil the start of the hostilities.' However, it would be misleadhg to 

assume that events happening in Spain were well-covered pnor to the war. 

Canadian magazines of the time rarely covered news fkom Spain. The Canadian 

Periodical Index fiom the years 1920-1937 included only four general articles on 

s p a i d  It is assumed that English literature on Spain would have rnainly corne f?om 

either Bntain or the United States. 

The Canada Year Book : 1936 (Ottawa 1936), p.lî.2. The Canadian census did not even list the 
Spaniards in the category of "Population by racial origin and sexy for metropolitan a r a "  The number of 
Spaniards in Canada m u s  have been quite small. 
4 Tom Buchanan, " 'A Far Away Country of Which We Know Nothing'? Perceptions of Spain and its 
Civil War in Britain, 193 1 - 1939", in Twentieth Cennirv British History, Vol. 4, No. 1 ., 1993, p.2, 

W.S. Lengelbach, "Clash of Spanish Parties", in Current Historv, March 1936, pp.653-55, "Part Battles 
in Spain ", in Current Histonl, January 1936, pp.428-29, "Politics in Spain", in Current Historya August 
1935, pp.540-41, "Spain's Political Tunnoil ", in Current History, February 1936, pp.540-41, 'Yictory 
of the Spanish L e p ,  in Current History, April 1936, pp.9 1-93. 

Grace Heggie, et al., Canadian ~enodical Index 1920-1937 : An Author and Subiect Index (Ottawa 
1988). 
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Travel books are good indications on what shaped the Canadian perception of 

the Spaniards prior to the war. Tom Buchanan, who has done substantial research on 

Spain and the British people, has used such sources to fom a better estirnate of what the 

British perception of Spain was. Since Canadian publications on the subject were 

limited, the British literature may have had some influence on Canadian readership. 

The tendency of picturing Spaniards as either exceedingly fkiendly or violent 

and unpleasant people predominates in the travel literature. Canadian author Madge 

Macbeth, supports this assumption. She comments on the Spanish attitude in these 

words: 

the inrnost fi5endliness and courtesy upon occasion, and at the 
same tirne, an Ishmaelite attitude towards every other race and nation; 
and finally, his cruelty to animais, and tendemess towards any human 
being who may need his assistarce and protection.' 

What seems also to surprise her is the lack of 'cstandardization [...] of Spanish w'.* 

According to Aubrey Bell, author of a travel book published in Canada in 1924, "If 

you attempt to bully or appear to despise the Spanish you will find them, in George 

Meredith's description, 'A queer people to midle with'. If you behave courteously as 

man to man you will corne back laden with enchanthg memories fiom a Msit to the 

villages and cities of ~paui ."~ Other authors found Spain as being ''the most 

democratic of countnesy~.10 Because of the backwardness of the Iberïan Peninsula, 'Yhe 

7 Madge Macbeth, "Travelled But Unknown Spain" in Canadian Geomvhical Journal, Vol. 3, August 
1931, p.129, 
Idem. 
Aubrey F .  Bell, Pilmim in Spain (London 1924), p.xvi. 

'O Catherine Hartley Gasquoine, niings Seen in S~ain  (London 192 l), p. 19. 
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business mentality and the snobbery that has arisen in the rest of Europe, were not 

found in spain"." Ail this added to the fascination of Spain. 

Travel accounts, were therefore an aiternate source of information on Spanish 

history. They represented the first available literature for Canadians interested in Spain. 

However, as demonstrated, the reader could not find a general consensus on the Spanish 

people similar to what Buchanan assumed. Madge Macbeth comments on the Iack of 

consensus about Spain in these words: 

This title nravelled But Unknown Spaia may sound like a 
contradiction, and suppose it is! What ciifference does one more less 
make, in a country so webbed with contrast and irreconcilable features 
that anything said of it, may be tnie?I2 

In spite of a clear general consensus on Spain, its backwardness was the predominant 

theme present in ali the literature, and the democratic nature of the Spaniards was ofien 

counterbalanced by depiction of its violent nature. 

Once the troops had rebelled in July 1936, news carried by newspapers in the 

promotion of both camps soon monopolised the scene of information. Distinct political 

positions, which reflected the politicai allegiance of their perpetrators, began to 

dorninate the Spanish Civil War discourse in Canada. 

From the omet of the war untü the end, three poiitical degiances were upheld 

by Spaniards and the international community. Republicans, Nationalist and Neutralist 

conf?onted each other. However, although al1 three positions existed, it would be a 

mistake to assume that the voices of al1 were equally heard. The conflict was most often 

" Ibid, p.20. 
I2 Madge Macbeth, "Travelled But Uobiown Spain", p.129. 
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perceived in a black and white paradigm where one side unrestrainedly opposed the 

other. v 

The first view sanctioned the ~ e ~ u b l i c a n  camp. Like the other positions, the 

views of the pro-Republicans were not uniformly propagated in the media The level of 

radicalism used by the many adherents of Republicanism in Spain varied greatly. The 

world Communist parties under the close supe~s ion  of the Comintern were among the 

radical protagonists. Trotskyist or Anarchist groups also supported the Republic. The 

Partido Obrero de Unificacidn Mamista (POUM), the Federaciiin Anarquista Ibérica 

(FM), and the Confederaci6n Nacional de Trabajo (CNT) were the leading Trotskyist 

and Anarchist factions who originally supported the Republican fight. - However, the 

revolutionary object of their political platform limited their Republican ailegiance. The 

Cornintern-led anti-revolutionary campaign of spring 1937 resolved this oscillation by 

annihilating the Trotskyist and Anarchist factions.13 

Support for the Rebel side represented the second view. Germans, Itaüans and 

Nationalist Spaniards supported, for obvious reasons, this position. However, they were 

not the unique protagonists of the hatred directed towards the Republic. Most of the 

Catholic Church and Fascist organisations abroad also upheld the Spanish nationalist 

ideal. Although the Vatican sought to take a neutral stand towards the significance of 

the Franco rising for the good of Catholicism, most Catholics supported the rebels.14 

According to Robert Corneau, the Catholic press in Canada, which was centred 

13 In the spring of 1937, the Corninteni launched an anti-revolutionary campaign throughout Spain to 
prevent the rise of revolutionary sentiment which prevaiIed in sorne regions of Spain in the early weeks of 
the miIitary nsing. The suppression of al1 opposition to the Communist war effort was harsh. 



primarily in French Canada and Québec, also generally sided with ~ranco." 

Conservatism, Fascism, Nationdism and Monarchism were d the driving forces of the 

Nationlist supporters. Like the Republican camp, Rebel supporters' radicalism was 

spread over a wide range of ideals. Conservatives as well as Spanish Nationalists 

sought to safeguard the Old Spain from Repubiican and Communkt modernisation. On 

the other hancl, Fascist adherents desired to create a strong Nationalist Spain where al1 

Lefüst elements would be suppressed. The Nazi success in Gemany was their model. 

This archetype of society was the most feared by supporters of the Republic. 

Non-intervention and Pacifists dominated the third group of civil-war positions. 

Most Western govemments, for strategic reasons, supported the idea of non- 

intervention, It was believed, especially in Britain under the leadership of Neville 

Chamberlain, that confrontation with Germany and possibly Italy was almost inevitable. 

Therefore an appeasement policy was adopted to safeguard peace in Europe. After the 

French intention of non-intervention had been initiated, it was quickly adopted and 

upheld by Britain. Subsequently, in late 1936, a Non-Intervention Cornmittee was set up 

to monitor the unfolding of the Spanish Civil War and promote non-intervention. 

14 For a discussion on the position held by the Vatican throughout the war see Peter C. Kent, "The 
Vatican and the Spanish Civil War", in Euroman History Ouarterl~, Vol. 16, 1986, pp.44 1-64. 
l5 Robert Corneau, "La tentation Fasciste du Nationalisme Canadien-Français avant la guerre, 1936- 
1939", in Bulletin d'histoire ~olitiaue, Vol. 3, Nos. 3 4 ,  Automne 1994, pp. 164-1 65. Norman Penner 
aiso supports the assumption that the Catholic Church in Qudbec flagrantly supported the rising. 
However, Penner's assutnptions on the position of the Catholic Church in Québec are sometimes 
debatable. In Canadian Communism: The Stalin Years and Be~ond on page 139 Penner States that: 
"...th% Catholic Church and ail its organizations supported Franco and Mussolini? (Italics added). There 
is ground for argument in this assertion fkom Pemer. 



Britaio, France and almost every Western European country championed the actions of 

the Non-Intervention ~ommitttee.'~ 

Many Socialists and Labour Party members favoured the non-interventionist 

policy. The CCF and its leader J.S. Woodsworth ngorously conformed to a pacifist 

platform. However, this pacifist stand was particularly challenged by the events 

happening in spain.I7 It would be a fallacy to consider all socialists and unionists as 

pacifkts. M h y  labour organisations actively participated in the support for the Spanish 

Civil War and some CCF members volunteered for s e ~ c e  in Spain. 

WhiIe Canadians had been politicdy influenced by events happening in Europe, 

they also became influenced by the Spanish Civil War. The Spanish Civil War agitated 

many Westerners, including Canadians. Effective press campaigm conducted by both 

camps throughout the codiict explain this upheaval. The study of information 

circulateci in the Canadian press supporting the Republic is therefore meanin@ to 

understand what fostered the radical stand taken by the Canadian volunteers- 

Canadians referred to the leading newspapers, radio broadcasts and to 

communist publications to obtain news fiom sPain.l8 However, the Canadian press 

'' The whole issue of non-intervention has mobilised many historians and political scientisu for the study 
of its validity and why it failed. The mildness of the League towards foreign intervention in Spain can be 
attriibuted to its failure in 1935-36 to monitor the economic sanctions imposed on Italy over the 
Abyssinian question, See Richard Veatch, "The League of Nations and the Spanish Civil War, 1936- 
39", in E u r o m  History Ouarterlv, Vol, 20, 1990, p.181-182. For M e r  reading on the subject see W- 
Kleine-Ahlbrandt, The Policy of Simmerine; : A Studv of British Policv durine; the S~anish Civil War 
(Geneva 1961); Ji11 Edwards, The British Govenunent and the S~anish Civil War (London 1979); and 
Douglas Little, Malevolent Neutrality : The United States. Great Britain and the Origins of the S~anish 
Civil War (Ithaca 1985). For a more recent critique of the above mentioned literature see Enrique 
Moradiellos, "The Origins of British Non-intervention in the Spanish Civil War : Anglo-Spanish 
Relations in Early 1936", in Euro~ean Historv Ouarterly, VoI. 21, 199 1, pp.339-364. 
i f  The German march on Poland in September 1939 also greatly chalIenged the pacifïst stand of the CCF. 
l8 William C. Beechiog Canadian Volunteen. S ~ a h  1936-39, p.10. 
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coverage of the events in Spain was highly infiuenced by the propaganda campaigns of 

both fighting camps in Spain. Consequently, neutrality was almost exclusively put 

aside in the Canadian press. The nature of the war in Spain preconditioned massive use 

of propaganda. The civil war that originated with the Jdy rishg was the direct result of 

ideotogicd tensions which had been heightened since the creation of the Second 

Republic. Both camps had aspired to a strong and modem Spain with either a 

traditionalist or a repubiican outlook. ïdeol~gical debates were not of initial paramount 

concem for the rebels and the republicans. It only became consequential as the 

European polarisation process of the 1930s simiificantly infhenced the Spanish events. 

This inauence can be found in the massive German, Italian and Soviet involvement in 

Spain. As a result, in the fïrstdays of the rising, both camps became portrayed as either 

Fascist or Comxnuist. 

Soon the positions taken by the Canadians towards the events in Spain became a 

by-product of the press campaigns of both camps.'g According to Art Cawley, "The 

Spanish Civil War as fought out for the hearts and rninds of English-Canadians was 

essentially a battle of the press[...]. In this battle of-words, the weapons of choice were 

illusion, fantasy and n~yth. ' '~~  

The level of radicalisrn used in Spain to describe the events was matched in the 

Canadian press. Harsh tone and propaganda was employed in both English and French 

l9 Although propaganda was w d  most of the -tirne, the word "information" better describes al1 the news 
circulated in the media since they were not al1 of a propagandist nature. 
20 Art Cawley, "The Canadian Catholic English Language Press and the Spanish Civil War", in 
Sessions: Canadian Catholic Historical Association, 1982, p.47. 
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speaking press. This tendency was at times criticised. '' The Associated Press (whose 

articles were also published in the Canadian press) adrnitted in November 1936 that 

- "their reports were c~lored ."~  

Press censorship was minimai at the start of the conflict. A deluge of news o f d l  

nature, such as atrocities,was reported in the newspapen. This situation was altered 

when both camps realised the weight propaganda campaigns had on mobilising support. 

The two opposing factions began to monitor the activities of foreign reporters on 

Spanish soil. After the fall of Largo Caballero, the Republican camp conclusively 

improved its monitoring of foreign joumali~ts.~ Likewise, the Rebel camp intensifïed 

its surveillance of foreign reporters and jailed many foreign journalists and travellers for 

being suspicious." At this point, both camps skilfully took advantage of the media and 

the use of propaganda. 

-- - -  

2L For example, The da il^ Clarion commented, during the war, on the use of propaganda It accused the 
Amencan press magnate William Hearst for falsely reporthg on the Spanish events. The DaiIy clarion, 
14 August 1936, p.3. 
* T h e  Associated Press, largest news gathering agency in America, has admitteci that it alters its rnanner 
of handling news fkom Spain because of the threats of h c i s t  insurrectiomary geneds!", The Dailv 
CIarioq, 20 November 1936, p.3. 
Once the CPE had succeeded in removing Socialist elements l?om the govenunenf in the spring of 

1937, they began to monopolise information services. NKVD (People's Commissariat for the Interior) 
agents were scattered throughout Spain to monitor foreign reporters, and dissident elements of POUM 
affiliation. Anarchists were also hit by the repression campaign of the Comintem in Spain. Andrès Nin, 
the well-known leader of the POUM was taken by NKVD to a prison near Madrid and was tortured. For 
a brie€ account of M(VD agents in Spain see Gabriel Jackson, The S~anish Re~ubiic and The Civil War, 
1931-1939 (Princeton 1965), pp.403-404 and Hugh Thomas, The S~anish Civil War (London 1961), 
pp.362-363. Mary Peck thinks that: "censorship added to the bewilderment of the reader and favoured 
the Rebels, who restricted reporters greatly, while, the loyalists welcomed everyone ..." Red Moon Over 
Spain: Canadian Media reaction to the S~anish Civil War. 1936-1939 (Ottawa 1988), p.9. Her 
assurnption on the openness of the Republican governrnent, especially afler May 1937 is erroneous. The 
Comunis t  led govemment was sîrictly following the August 1935 Comintern party line and excluded ali 
undesirable revolutionary elements in Spain, including journalists. Her affirmation can be held true only 
fkom July 1936 until May 1937. 
" Arthur Koestler, who was then travelling in Spain was kept incommunicado for neary four months in a 
nationalist prison in Malaga. Koestler had written on General Gonzalès Queipo de Llano who was, at the 
time of his imprisonment, in command of Seville. See his account on the subject, Arthur Koestler, 
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For the above reason and due to the nature of civil wars, propaganda was widely 

used. According to Jerry Knudson: "intense and proionged propaganda was an integral 

part of the Civil ~ a r . " ~  Since ideas were the driving force of every soldier, every 

effort was made to alter their ideas in order to nourish desertion h m  the enemy's 

camp. Therefore massive propaganda campaigns were conducted on the battlefields and 

in the cities. Propaganda was also taken abroad to mobilise possible ailies. Incidentdy 

Germany, Italy and the Soviet Union responded to the cal1 of both sides. 

However, it codd be argued that the use of propaganda by the Republican side 

was more successful than that of the Rebels since support for the Loyaiists was greater 

world-wide. The number of International Brigadiers properly reflects on the success of 

the Republican propaganda campaign. The Rebel side also secured help fkom abroad. 

However, involvement on the Rebel side came almost exclusively £rom foreig. 

governments, not fiom individual acts, as in the case of the International ~ r i ~ a d i e r s . ~ ~  

Franco's agents directly requested assistance fiom Germany and Italy. The issues that 

were to be fought in the war were beforehand clearly understood by the German and 

Italian Governrnents who mobilised their troops. Therefore, although support for the 

Rebels was also massive, propaganda had little to play in its origin. 

Testament espa-01 paris 1939). Acwrding to kmile Temime, at the start of the hostilities, information 
coming fiom the Rebel side was favoured and filled most of the European press, for the Republican camp 
took some tirne in setting-up an dequate propaganda campaign. The Republican delay is attributable to 
the deterioration of its power in the early weeks of the conflict. Émile Temime, "Le mythe et la rgalité", 
in Carlos Serrano, Ed., Madrid. 1936-1939 : Un peu~le en résistance ou l'épopée ambimtë'(Paris 1994), 

'kny W. Knudson, Ultimate Weapon: Ropaganda and the Spanish Civil Waf', in Joumalism 
Histow, Vol. 15, No. 4, Winter 1988, p.102. 
26 There existed a few lrishrnen who enlisted theu service into Franco's forces. There were also a few 
cases of Australians. See Judith Keene, "An Antipodean Bridegroom of Death: An Ausîralian Volunteer 
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Canaùians as well as other Westerners were receptive to the ideas propagated by 

both enernies. Yet, the promotion of Spanish Republicanism, as in the rest of the world, 

was more effective in Canada as shown by the Large number of Canadians who 

volunteered. Such an achievement was the product of an adroit world-wide Republican 

propaganda Spain was not the unique agent of propaganda .It also came massively 

from non-Spanish Communist circles. Moscow, Berlin and Rome recognised (in their 

own ideological judgement) the issues played out during the war and understood that 

theu involvement in Spain was required to pursue their own policy goals. Therefore, 

many German and Itaüan soldiers, sailors and a h e n  were sent to fight on Franco's 

side. Likewise, the Soviet Union sent a smail number of military cadres acting as 

technical advisors. Moscow also took the obligation of organising the International 

Brigades to defend the Spanish ~ e ~ u b l i c ?  Under the effective use of propagaada, 35 

000 men world-wide volunteered to go fight with the International ~ r i ~ a d e s ?  

In order to understand why the propaganda campaign of the CPC was effective 

in Canada, it is necessary to look at the background of those who were Muenced by i t  

Contextual factors affecteci the pro-Republ-icafls and volunteers of Canadian origin. 

Cultural, religious, political and linguistic background innuenced the level of 

in Franco's Forcesn, in Journal of the Roval Australian Historical Societv, Vol. 70, No. 4, 1985, pp.251- 
270. 
'' The forenmom of the international Bigades fought in the Madrid outskirts and in the University City 
in September 1936. The International Brigades were onIy officially created 22 October 1936. Jaques 
Delpemé de Bayac, Les Bripades Internationales (Paris 1968), p.78. 
" The nurnber 35 000 is an estimate that was accepted by Hugh Thomas in early 1960s when he m t e  
The S~anish Civil War. This figure has been challengeci by other historians without however altering the 
initial position heM by Thomas and supported by most historiaus. M.W. Jackson discusses the estimates 
and concludes tbat the number 35 000, although it is not supported by al1 historians, is a fik estimate of 
the cumulative number of Brigadiers who served in Spain fiom October 1936 until September 1938. 



acceptance of the propaganda It has been assumed that a sharp split existed between 

the loyalties of the French and English speaking Canadians towards both camps? 

Thus, these loyalties were reflected in both French and English press. Mary Peck, who 

has analysed part of the Canadian press during the Spanish Civil War, believes that 

Republican and Nationalist support in Canada was predetermined linguisticaily. Her 

conclusions were-based on the study of 14 newspapers and magazines. Peck assumes 

that there existed a split on where the sympathy of English-Canadians lay. By contrast, 

French-Canadians were United in their hatred for Spanish Republicanism. On the 14 

newspapers and magazines Ested, al l  French ones were listed under the pro-Franço 

categoryPo 

According to Peck, Canadian opposition to the events in Spain was in part due to 

the choice of news carried voluntarily by the newspapers. At the tirne, French-language 

papers carried more news of Canadian interest (presumably news of events happening 

in Québec) and emphasised news coming fkom American based newspapers and 

agencies. The use of foreign news by French press editors was closely rnonitored to 

d e c t  the dominance of the Catfiolic Church in Québec. On the contrary, the English- 

language press printed more news coming fkom   ri tain? According to Peck, this in 

tum benefited the Republican side since most of British joumalists and editors were 

sympathisers of the Republic. By contrast, K.W. Watkins denies the presence of a 

"The Army of Strangers: The international Brigades in the Spanish Civil War" in The Australian Journal 
of Politics and Historv, Vol. 32, No. 1, pp.105-106. 
29 Arnold J. Toynbee,. Survev of International Affairs. 1937: The International Repercussions of the War 
in S ~ a i n  (1 936-3n (London 1938). Vol. IT, pp. 2 12 and 2 15. Cited in Art Cawley, op. cit. 
'O Mary Peck, Red Moon Over Spain, p.10. 
3'~bid,  p.11. 
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pro-Republican Bntish voice. He disputes the assumed homogeneity of this 

According to Watkins, although the intellectuals were clearly pro-~epublicans~2 

believed in Bri- that the Natiodsts would win the war rapidly- prior to 

September 1936.3~ A component of both idealism and pragmatism was therefore acting 

on the Republican and Nationalist degiance of the British people. 

Art Cawley who analysed the position reflected in the Catholic English- 

language press also seems to partially support Peck's assumptions. Cawley does not 

believe that the whole of Engiish Canada was united in its support for the Republic. 

Nevertheless, Engiish-CanaAim public opinion overwhelmingly favoured the 

~ e ~ u b l i c . ~ ~  The sympathy of English-Canadians was generally based on the legitimacy 

of democraticaliy elected governments. Aithough ai i  Republican supporters in Canada 

gave credence to this argument, it still appears to have been overshaciowed by other 

arguments throughout the ~ a r . ~ '  

32 British and foreign intellectuais and artistç were generaliy pro-Republican. This can be found in the 
well-known survey Authors Take Sides in which 22 were for the Govemment, 3 were neutral and 2 for 
the Rebeis. Popular Pro-Republican novels such as Homage to Cataionia (London 1978) b r n  George 
Orwell and Snanish Testament (Paris 1937) fiom Arthur Koestler or the poetry of Pablo Neruda reflects 
the above-mentioned trend. According to Valentine Cunningham, Republican poems were also highiy 
popular during the war. Valentine Cunninm,  Ed, Spanish Front Writers on the Civil War @kw York 
1986), p-xxïi. See also Cunningham for a reproduction of Authors Take Sides and John Miller, Voices 
A~ainst Tvrannv (New York 1986) for other well known authors who wrote on the Spanish Civil War. 
The survey "Authors Take Sides" was m e n  in Paris and London in June 1937 by the Le# Review 
symposium and was signed, among many authors, by Pablo Neruda, W.H. Auden, Stephen Spender and 
Samuel Beckett. A second simiiar survey under the title "Writers Take Sides" was published, a year later, 
by DonaId Ogden and the League of Amencan Writers in New York. John Steinbeck and William 
Faulkner were among the writers who answered the survey. 
33 W. K. Waikms, Britain Divideci : The Effect of the S p i s h  Civil War on Bntish Public ODinion 
(Westport 1976), p.65. 

Art Cawley, "The Canadian Catholic English Press and the Spanish Civil War", p.33. 
" Mary Peck gave few example of such support. She cites an editorial of the Wimioen Free Press which 
remadceci thai "The Spanish government holds office by iawfiil authority, the others are like a gang of 
pirates." Mary Peck, "Red Moon Over Spain", p33. A letter to the Editor of the Vancouver Sun also 
talks in the same way. According to D.W. Perley, the Valencia-Madrid Govemment was "elected in by 



Religious based opinions also split the support of Canadians. Ideological 

ciifferences between Communists, Socialists and Fascists were al1 denigrated by the 

Catholic clergy who viewed aU three ideologies as CYorms of state absolutism that were 

incompatible with the traditions of liberty and democracy existing in  anad da.'"^ The 

clergy also saw the war in Spain as "a war between Christian civiïisation and Red 

barbari~rn."~~ According to Cawley, the religious composite opinion can be explained 

by the fact that Canadians were becorning more anaid of Fascism than ~omrnunisrn?~ 

Marc Charpentier, who analysed the position held by ten French and English 

Montreal newspapers during the Civil Wa., estimated that the Communist I Fascist 

dichotomy was also present. Pro-Franco editors and journaIists perceived the struggle 

in Spain as a '.just stmggle againsi Communism and for civilised ~ i f e . ' ~ ~  Charpentier 

also concluded that the Franco support in Montreal had a religious, political and 

economic base. The ciifference of language was not su much a factor for the 

mobilisation against the Republic. Two important Montreal English newspapers, 

Montreal Standard and Montreal Star, sympathised with the Rebels mainly for 

economic reasons. The Republican Govemment, which was perceived as communist- 

Ied by the M and readers of the two newspapers, was going against the idea of 

the honest vote o f  the majority of the people-'' Vancouver Sun, What 1s Your Opinion?, 5 July 1937, p.4. 
This argument seems to have been widely circulated in the press. 
36 Ibiîi, p.30. 
'' Excerpt h m  the Catholic Reeister, Septemk 2, 1937. Cited in Ibid, p33. 
38 Art Cawley, "The Canadian Catholic English Press and the Spanish Civil War", p.33. See also 
Margaret Prang, "Some Opinions of Political Radicaiism in Canada between Two World Wars", M A  
Thesis, The University o f  Toronto, 1953, pp- 109-1 10. 
39 Marc Charpentier, "Columns on the march : Monireai Newspapers interpret the Spanish Civil War, 
1936-1 939", MA. Thesis, McGill University, 1992, p36. 



Liberahm. The economic judgement of these papas served as the basis of their 

support for the rebeis. 

The researches of Peck, Cawley and Charpentier, although insightful, do not 

describe the positions sanctioned by the CPC in its organ, The Dai- Clarion An 

analysis of the position of this paper throughout the war is significant since it had a 

great impact on the Canadians who volunteered. Their passage to Spain was organised 

by the CPC which also owned The Daily Clarion, For this reason, the positions 

defended in The Dailv Clarion and the rhetoric used in the paper to descnbe the war in 

Spain will be examined to understand what shaped the mind of the Canadians who 

volunteered. It defined the Rebels as Fascists md portrayed the Republican cause as 

that of the defence of Democracy and Liberty. 

On 4 July 1936 The Dam Clarion first reported on Spanish events. It reported 

that a Canadian contingent of athletes was leaving for Barcelona to attend the People's 

~ l ~ r n ~ i a d s . ~ ~  On 10 July, the Clarion ran another article on the Canadian athletes? 

"Off to Barcelona", The Dailv Clarion, 4 July 1936, p.8. The "People's Olympics", which were 
organisai by the Comintern through the Red Sport International @SI), in respect with the policy of 
People's Front of 1935, enwurageci the cooperation between workers of the world The Peoples' 
Olympics were also competing against the Socialist Workers' Sports international (SWSI). In July 1936, 
the RSI organised a People's Olympics in Barcelona in defiance of the Olympic Games, which were held 
at the same t h e  in Berlin. The Berlin events were boycotted by the USSR and many other Leftist 
auetes who answered the cal1 to participate in a uniquely People's Olympiad- Little is known on the 
reason why the town of Barcelona was chosen to hold the event. It would be fhir to assume that the 
election of the Popular Front in February' which was endorsed by the PCE, might justiQ the Spanish 
choice over other destinations. See Bruce Kidd, "Radical Immigrants and the Workers' Sports Federation 
of Canada, 1924-37, pp.201-220" in George Eisen and David K Wiggins, eh., Ethnicitv and Swrt in 
North American History and Culture (Westport and London 1994). David B. Kann, who wrote on tiie 
history of the Olympic Games, briefly mentions the Peoples' OIympics. A Political Historv of the 
Olvm~ic Games (Boulder 198 l), p.56. 
'' "Spain Team 1s Enmute: Six Athletes Leave for People's Olympiad in Barcelona", The Dailv Cla r io~  
10 July 1936, p.1. The contingent was composed of Eva Dawes, Harry Sniderman, Sammy Luftspring, 
Baby Yack Bill Christie, Tom Ritchie. No evidence exist on whether the Canadians fought in Spain after 
the start of the hostilities or not. Therefore, no assumption can be drawn on the role they might have 



Ten days later, another article comrnented on the situation of the athletes. With the titie 

'chcal Athletes in Mi& of fighting", the author explained that the Olympiads would 

continue for a week in spite of the fighting in Spain and concluded that: "n* 

interference with visiting athletes was reported."42 Although warning signs existed 

that an army coup was preparing, the Clarion never commented on it. 

On 20 Jdyy the paper denounced the "Fascist coup". The wording "FascistY' to 

describe the rebels rising was significant. It followed the CPC acceptance of the 

Co~~l~~lunist  lhe  of the time and the PCE's position that describecl the army generals as 

Fascist conspirators. Fascism was, however, not the sole cause of the rising. The author 

was critical of the weak stand of the goverment." The day &erY the same cnticism of 

the govenunent was reproduced in the papa and the headline commented on the actions 

of the workers who were defending ""~emocracy'"." The word "DemocracyY~ used in 

this headline is also extremely signiscant; it produced the dichotomy between 

Democracy and Fascism. This dichotorny was used throughout the war to describe the 

Spanish events and influenced the perception of the Canadian readers. It was 

simiificant in building the images and concepts that were used by the Canadians who 

volunteered, in describing and justîfjktg their engagement in Spain. 

taken in the Centurias in which many participants of the Olympiads became fighters for the Republican 
ovemment. 

82 "Local Ahletes in Midsf of fighting", The Dailv Clarion, 20 July 1936, pl. 
43 "Govemment Indecision cause of Coup", The Dailv Clarion, 20 July 1936, p2:  "the govemment of 
Spain is governed by the same fiinctionaries and officials who ntled in the days of the monarchy. On the 
horizon of the Republic arises the spectre of a Fascist coup d'état. Social unrest, fostered by the elements 
of the Right prepares the ground and creates a suitable atmosphere." The Popular Front government was 
in fêct more bourgeois in nature than the Communists might have liked This can explah theù criticism 
of it when the Rebels rose against i t  

"Spanish Workers Defend Democracy", The Dailv Clarion, 21 July 1936, p.4. 



Sunitarly, the Friends of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion (FMPB) used the 

same dichotomy in a pamphlet that was produced by the Communist leader A.E. Smith 

d e r  having travelled in ~ ~ a i n ?  Smith assumes that the Canadian volunteers had gone 

97 46 to Spain so that "Fascism s h d  be destroyed . The anti-Fascist object of their 

cornmitment was highlighted throughout the pamphlet. On page 8, The Histow of the 

Canadians in Soain Thus Far - Written by the Bovs Themselves it is stated that John 

Lenthier, a Bostonian fighting in the unit shouted, after an air bombardment: "'Why do 

you bomb the homes of innocent people?' It was our first taste of war, of fascist war. It 

had a bitter taste.'*' Ail the contributors to the pamphlet condemned Fascism. The 

protection of Spanish Democracy was also an important if not the major theme of the 

pamphlet. On page 25, the picture of an epitaph is reproduced with the inscription: 

They  Died in Spain that Democracy Shall Not ~erish"!* On page 3, Ted AlIan, who 

'' In his autobiography Al1 MY Life on pages 194-95, Smith says he went to Spain in 1936. He is 
mistaken. He said that he went to Spain and had agreed 30 act as an ernissary of the 'Triends of the 
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion" which was yet cteafed. Later after having been delayed in Paris, he 
claims that he then "£ïrst set foot on Spanish soi1 at Port Bou on August 3". It is impossible that h m  17 
July 1937 to August 3 1936, A.E. -Smith had decidd to go and reach Spain- For this reason, he was 
surefy confûsing his first and second trip. It is true that he might have k e n  on the initial trip of Buck in 
1936, but it was later than August 3 as he claims. Smith arrïved in Paris on 9 Jurie 1937. He was then 
detained at the Paris Prefecture of Police until22 June 1937- He then fkst set foot in Spain at Port Bou on 
3 August 1937 and renimed to Canada on 12 September 1937 with Larry Ryan who was fighting in 
Spain. G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Edç., RCMP Security Bulletins: 'The Deoression Years. Part IV, 
19371peport No. 870, 16 September 19371, p.373, The Friends of the Mackenzie-Papineau Baîtaiion was 
created Ui May 1937. It had the object of supporting, mostly financidly, the Canadians who were 
fighting in Spain, The Friends were popular and at some points there were 60 branches across Canada. 
The Canadian support for the FMPB fun& drives came in part fiom ethnic organisations, unions and CPC 
and YCL menibers. However, Lobigs demonstrate that large support also came h m  individuals îmm al1 
politicai shades. Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Response to the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 
1939", M.A.Thesis, The University of New Brunswick, 1992, p.142. 
46 This expression was used on the ditle of the pamphlet- A.E. Smith, Canada's Mackenzie-Pa~ineau 
Battaiion, n-p., 1937. 
" Ibid, p.8. 

The pi*ure of the epitaph is repmduced in Annexe B. 



was a correspondent in Spain for The Dailv Clarion and the New York Federated Press, 

cited the Reverend Salem Bland who had said that: 

On the whole, therefore, 1 cannot but feel that the noblest thing 
in Canadian history is that, as I am informed, some five hundred 
Canadians have gone to Spain to help the Spanish patriots in their 
desperate struggle for liberty and democra~~!~ 

Fighting Fascism for the promotion of Democracy, as in the da il^ Clarion, was also the 

image produced by this pamphlet. 

Poems by Canadian authors also reinforced the idea that the Loyalists in Spain 

were defending Democracy. Michael O'MaraYs poem "This Way" literately points to 

Liberty and Democracy as king the causes in fighting for the RepubLic. 

Tear down the red and gold of Old Castille, 
Symbol of a tyrant's will 

(Red for the blood of children slain; 
Gold for traitors who barter Spain). 

The Dreamer has left his drearning 
For a trench on a mountain side; 

The singer who sang of fieedorn - 
Singing, for fieedom has died. 

Tear down the red and gold that flaunts 
Its treachery on hi& and taunts 

The wind with memories of cornrades slain 
Defending liberty in Spain. 

The peasant, the miner, the pet  - 
Upclenched are their fist and high, 

If in blood lies the road to fieedom - 
For tomorrow they fight and die. 

49 Reverend Salem Bland, A.E. Smith, Canada's Mackenzie-Patineau Battalion, p 3 .  
50 The exact date and place the poem was published is unknown. NicoIa Vulpe, Ed., Seaied in Strumle: 
Canadian poetrv & the Spanish Civil War An Antholow (Tenerife 1995), p.97. 



Tear down the sharnefiil red and gold 
Upheld by foreign arms, Unfold 

The bamers of brighter &y. 
This way lies democracy. This Way! 

O'Mards poem indicates that the fight in Spain was necessary to preserve strong 

universal ideals that were politically detached fiom any ideologies, 

The Spanish workers were therefore not defending the right of the proletariat or 

those of the Left but were safeguarding "Democracy", "Liberty" and "Freedom". The 

decision of the Canadians who volunteered for Spain was forged in such expressions 

that were used by Communists and other pro-Republicans during the war. The word 

"Fascism", with its pejorative connotation, was widely used to describe the political 

atnliation of the insurgents. Hence, for the entire war, the wording used to describe 

what the Republic was fighting for - democracy - against the insurgents who were 

Fascist was crystallised fiom the start of the hostilities. 

At this stage, the CPC's involvement with the war was limited. From the start 

until the end, the CPC called for money donations to be sent to the workers of Spain. It 

organised tours by Spanish deiegates, held public meetings and conducted money and 

clothing drives which were all publicised in the Clarion. In November 1936 when Dr. 

Nomian B e t h e  &d in Spain and created a Canadian blood transfusion unit, the 

paper sbrted to promote his actions and asked for donations to support his activities. 

The Clarion dso, in a few instances, requested the governent to send arms and other 
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materials that were desperately needed by the ~e~ublic. ' '  The paper was also 

vociferously criticising German and Italian intervention. On 2 December 1936, the 

fiont page headline stated: " C o ~  Reports. Genrians, ItaLians landed in Spain." 

The Non-Intervention Cornmittee actions were also denounced throughout the war, 

Although clearly pro-Republican, the actions of the Clarion were stiU restricted to 

organising money and support for the Spanish workers and Bethune's operations. 

The Dailv Clarion also reporte& especially after January 1937,.on the actions of 

the Intemational Brigades. Although the Brigades were created in October, the Clarion 

f k t  reported on their activities only on 21 November when it stated that C'hundreds 

(which was in fact thousands at this time) of anti-fascist volunteers are pouring over the 

Catalonia fiontier fiom France to join in the defense of ~ a d r i d . " ~ ~  This was the first 

comment on the presence of foreigners in Republican Spain. Interestingly enough, the 

words "Intemational Brigades" were nrst used in the Clarion only in December 1936 

by Ralph Bates an Amencan novelist reporting on the actions of the Brigades in the 

defence of ~adrid." The CPC seexns to have been late in openly reporting on the 

Brigades. 

The Clarion also promoted the Republican cause with an apoliticd language. 

On 9 January 1937, the Clarion reported that "the International Brigade is composed of 

volunteers form every land who have corne to Spain to enter the stniggle against the 

fascist swarm, to preserve liberty." This statement promoted the idea that Spanish 

For example: "Spain Appeals to Humanity", The Dailv Clarion, 10 December 1936, p.1. "[The 
Clarion] presses upon Premier King to immediately give aid to the Spanish government to gant them the 
materials ihey aeed, to send cargos of necessities that Spain needs! Spain will pay for this." 
52 'Volunteers Rush to Aid Madrid", The Dailv Clarion, 2 1 November 1936, p. 1. 



Republicaxls as well as foreign volunteers were fighting for universal ideals, which 

seemed to transcend politics. On 21 January, John Strachey wrote that the 

"Intemationai Columns [...] have been called the k t  true army since the s rus id es.''^^ 

Democracy, liberty and Crusades were ai l  part of the wording of the CPC to promote 

the Rep~blican camp. This wording had an important role in socialising the Canadians 

who joined the Intemationai Brigades. 

On 22 January 1937, the Clarion first mentioned the presence of a Canadian 

fighting in Spain. Bert Levy, who was a leading member of the Windsor section of the 

CPC was reported to be fighting in the International Brigades. Soon, other Canadians 

fighting in Spain were be reported in the paper. On 29 Jmuary 1937, a pichire of five 

Cauadians in the International Brigades was reproduced in the Clarïon. From that 

period onward, the Clarïon reported steadily on the Canadians fighting in Spain. 

As stated above, the information circulated in the Canadian press during the 

Spanish Civil War reflected the polarisation of politics that occurred in the early 1930s. 

The conIlict was depicted in black and white terms in both mainsiream and the leftist 

press. Objectivity was cast .aside for the promotion of either the Rebel or Republican 

forces. Newspaper reports fiom volunteers and journalists also contributed to the 

radicalisation of the disco~rse.~' In spite of this radical tone, The Dailv Clarion was 

never used by the CPC to promote the recniitrnent campaign. .The secrecy of the 

campaign might explain the silence that was kept by the journal throughout the war on 

the subject. 

"International Brigades turned the tide for Madrid", The Dailv Clarion, 30 December 1936, p.3. 
Y John Strachey, "htemational Columa", The Dailv Clarion, 21 January 1937, p.4. 



Even if the official Canadian govemment position was that of non-intervention, 

radical ideas were publicised in the print media throughout the war. Canadian politicai 

polarisation had reached such a point that events happening in Europe could only 

encourage the radicalisation of the Canadian politicaï discourse and promote the use of 

propaganda in the press.56 

The effects of propaganda in the press were wide. It not only mobilised support 

fiom those who knew little about Spain and poiitics, but it also afTected inteilectual 

objectivity. James D. W ' i o n  claims that Ewpean intellectuals, who usuaily tended 

to Iook for the tnith, ha4 in the midst of the war in Spain, abandoned this object This 

was especially tme with intellectuals of left tendencies, who did not want their 

"illusions to be shattered" by knowing the objective truth. David Cairns and Shaun 

Richards argued that the intellectuals in the 1930s were ''politically in a void"?' They 

therefore took sides that lent them stability and wide recognition: the republican cause. 

Their position, although inteliectually weak, incidentally promoted the campaigns of 

propaganda that raged ttiroughout the war. 

" James D. Wükioson; "Truth and Delusion", p J. 
56 The Mackenzie King government understood the aeed not to bring international issues to the forefiont 
in order to prevent domestic division. The Conscription crisis of 19 17 influenced King's cabinet to take a 
somewhat isolationist stand. The adoption of the Non-Intervention Cornmittee resolution by King's 
govenunent followed this trend, At the the ,  the te& Tire-Proof House" syndrome was used to 
descn'be the isolaîîonist tendency of the Canadian Government. The expression was created aiter the 
Canadian govemment had not wanted to M y  adhere to the military convention of the League of Nations 
and had still wanted to be a f-Il member. See H. Blair Neatby, The Politics of Chaos: Canada in the 
Thirties (Toronto 1972), p.168. According to Douglas Francis and Donaid B. Smith, isolationism also 
had a strong hold on French Canadians. "If there was no emulation in French Canada of General 
O ' D e ' s  Blueshirts, who went from Eire to fight in Spain for Franco, it was due not to want of 
sympathy for the cause but to the even stronger hold of isolationism," Readin~s in Canadian Histocy: 
PostXonfederaîion (Toronto 1994), p.400. The strong isolationkt sentiment of the French-Canadiam is 
also reflected in F.H. Soward et al., Canada in World Af3àh-s: The Pre-War Years (London 194 l), p. 12. 
sr 'Socialism And the IineUcaupls7 Fabian Tract 304, in Fabian Tracts nos.. 295-320 (L,iechtenstein 
1971), p.415, reproduced in David Cairns and Shaun Richards, "No Good Brave Cause?", p. 198. 



According to KW. Watkins, the weak ideological stand of the intellectuals was 

consequentiai. It accentuated the falsity of joumaiism during the war." The only 

convictions of the intellectuals at the t h e  was that the truth held ody a small place in 

joumalism, but journalists retained ali of what was re rna î r~ in~.~~ As a result, 

intellectds adopted strong positions without deep sout searching. 

Contrary to Britain, Canadian intellectuals of labour and left convictions did not 

take a strong public stand in endorsing the Republican war effort and objectives. The 

Canadian inteliectuals did not resolutely endorse the Republican war effort. Aside h m  

some support for the actions of Dr. Bethune in Spain, Canadian intellectuals kept a low 

profile thtoughout the war in spain." When a 6rm stand was taken against any side it 

was generally apolitical and removed fkom the propaganda campaigns. 

Four months f i e r  the bombing of Basque town of Guernica on 26 April 1937, 

27 Canadian public men signed a declaration denouncing "the immense crime" 

committed at ~ u e m i c a ~ '  T'heu declaration was made on humanitdan grounds. They 

K.W. WPtkiBS well explains the place of pmpaganda in the 1930s by saying : " [it ] could best be 
defined as the paramount example of the application of the doctrine that 'the end justifies the means'". 
Britain Divided, p.57. 
" High subjectivity was also the resuit of lack of officiais in Spain during the war. Since almoa al1 
ambassadors had Ieft Spain in the early months of the war, misinformation campaigus could therefore be 
easily carried-on, The Largo Caballero govemment was moved to Valencia in November 1936, after the 
failed Madrid offensive of Septernber 1936, because Caballero felt it was inconceivable to command an 
army in the war zone. At this time onIy a few ambassadors moved their offices to VaIencia, most of them 
had already left the country. 
" 19 University of Toronto prof- an reported to have endorsed Dr. Bethune's actions in Spain. 
Dailv Clarion, 12 February 1937, p.1. Even then, the activities of the Cornmittee to Aïd Spanish 
Democracy (CASD) which endorsed the activities of Bethune in Spain was composed of only a few 
intellecîuais. On the board of CASD of Montréal only 11 members were intellectuals. Most of them 
were doctors. They must have supporteci the C o d t t e e  for medical reasons. Among the "professors" 
Iisîed was Eugene Forsey fiom McGiü University. 
'' The Appeal endorsed by them declared that "For these reasons (bombing of Guernica) we cal1 upon 
dl men of gomi wili to protest this immense crime in the name of al1 that is sacred to human morality and 
human decency - and in the name of Aimighty God." The Dailv Clarion, 6 September 1937, p.12. The 



were not pomoting any political commitments with the declaration. For this reason, 

although it might be perceived that the Popular Front policy of the CPC was successful 

in uuiting eminent non-Communkt Canadians to voice theU disagreement with the 

Rebels, their resentment was apolitical in nature. The vocabdary used to describe the 

events of Guernica is exempt fkom the radicalised rhetonc used in the media. 

Blair Neatby also believes that Canadian intellectuals during the 1930s were not 

active politically. Unlike the United States where the Roosevelt New Deal policy was 

partly the product of the intellectuals, in Canada no such political "brains trust" 

existed. Some effoft by Canadian intellectuals still existed. The League for Social 

Recoflstruction (LSR), which mirrored the British Fabian Society, was created by a 

group of Canadian inteiiectuais in 193 1. The League's success in infiuencing Canadian 

politics was, however, meagre.63 In addition to not being successfid on the public at 

large, the effort of the League members seemed also to have been cnticised by fellow 

names are the following: Dr. A. Grant Fleming, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, McGill University; 
Right Rev. Peter Bryce, DD., Moderator of the United Church of Canada; Rev. H.L. Denton, B.D., 
Charlottetown Baptist Church; M.J- Coldwell, M.P., Chairman of the National CCF; E h e r  E. Roper, 
Editor of the Peo~le's W e e k l ~  Edmonton; PM. Draper, President of the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada; W C  Good, President of O p e r a t i v e  Union of Canada; Su Robert Falconer, b i d e n t  of the 
League of Nations Society in Canada; Carlton W. Stanley, President Dalhousie University; Roscoe S. 
Rodd, President Ontario Temperance Federation; Rev. Dr. D.Bruce MacDonald, Choinnan of the Board 
of Governors of the University of Toronto; Rabbi Maurice N, Eisendrath, Holy Blossom Synagogue, 
Toronto; Rev. Dr. J.W. MacNamara, Secretary Presbyterian Church of Canaria; David Lewis, National 
Secretary CCF; Rev. Dr. F. Scott MacKenzie, Principal the Presbyterian College, Montreal; Rev. Daniel 
J.Fraser, Principal Erneritus, hsbyterian College, Montreal; Rev, Dr. RH- A, HasIam, PrincipaI 
Emmanuel College, Saskatoon; Professor George M. Wning, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto; 
Rev. C.E. Silcox, General Secretary Social Semce Council in Canas J.S. Taylor, M.P., Vancouver; 
Henry E. Spencer, ex-M.F., United Farmers, Alberta; H.P. Whidden, Chancellor McMaster University; 
Gordon Siscoe, General Secretary United Church of Canada; Rev. Dr. E.W. Wallace, Chancelor Victoria 
University; E.J. Garland, National Organizer, CCF; Professor Alfied T. DeLury, Toronto University; 
Joseph McCulley, Headmaster, Pickering College, 
" FD. Roosevelt initiated the New Deal Policy in the early L930s to try to ameliorate the American 
economy. RB. Bennett later would adopt a similar, though less successfiii politico-economic plan. 

This assessrnent is taken fkom Michiel Horn, The L e w e  for Social Reconstmction: htellectual 
Oritzins of the Democratic Left in Canada. 1930-1 942 (Toronto 1980), p. 16. 
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Canadian inte~ectuals.~~ The failure of the LSR contributes to the idea that Canadian 

intellectuals did not have a strong say in poLitics in the 1930s. When the Spanish Civil 

War came, the Canadian inteUechials did not have an audience to talk to and Muence. 

Other intellectuals who did have an audience, were, according to Graham Spry, the 

Ontario chairman of the CCF executive comniitttee, supporting the isolationist wing of 

the CCF which was supporteci by "quite a number of a~ademics".~~ 

The role of the Canadian inteUectuaLs in influencing the Canadians towards the 

Spanish Civil War was minimal. Never did they take a strong stand towards defending 

democracy in Spain. Spanish events were scarcely followed in the Canadian Forum, 

which was a widely known Canadian publication. An analysis of the Canadian Forum 

content on the Spanish Civil War seems to  mirror the general Canadian inteiIectuals 

perception of the war." No strong political positions were adopted for the promotion of 

Spanish Republicanism in Canada. One has to wait until September for the journal to 

discuss events happening in ~ ~ a i n . ~ '  In this issue, the author overviews with a neutral 

tone the contradictions of neutrality in Spain. The following month, the editors discuss 

the diplomatie stalemates which face Spanish eventsP8 Later, in Novernber, the 

Canadian Forum discussed financiai matters while taking a sornewhat ironic tone over 

Canadian business done with Spanish Marocco. The editors of the journal which 

entitled the article "Canada and Spain" discuss the fact that Canadian exports to 

a H. Blair Neatby, The Politics of Chaos, p. 16. 
Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion p.100. 

66 A list of al1 articles, which touch fully and in part on the Spanish Civil War, is included at the end of 
the thesis in annex A. It supports the following assumption that the Canadian Forum did not actively 
grornote the Republican side. 
' n a  The Canadian Forum, Uspain", Vol XVI, No. 188, September, p.4. 



Spanish Morocco had risen to $296 752 from Jmuary to September 1936, when during 

the same penod the previous year figures were only $1 924. The authors conclude, with 

what could be interpreted as a sarcastic tone that 'Wter ail, we got our rn0ne~".6~ 

In the same issue, on pages 18-19, Roy Davis, a Young Communist League 

member, appeals for arms and money to be sent to the Spanish Govemment - a 

democratic legaüy elected government - by the Canadian ~overnment.'~ However, 

Davis' position does not represent the position of the editors of the journal who later, in 

January 1937, d l  adopted a.som&vhat neutral stance towards the events in Spain. In 

the article, the editors stated that "both sides now have their foreign legions, and the 

loyalists have apparently been able to secure some supplies and munitions fiom 

abroad."" The tone employed in the article chanicterised the impartial position taken by 

the j o d  on the Spanish events. 

Still, in the same issue, an image of two falcons named "Germany" and CCItaly'' 

which are standing in a branch are closely watching the s m d  white dove - League - 

nom intervening (or non-intervening) in spaian  At this point, in eady 1937, the 

Canadian F o m  became critical of the non-intexvention policy, but did not openly 

favour either the Rebd or the loydist side. It was also criticai of the Republican camp 

for not being United. It published, for example, a poem by the Canadian p e t  L.A. 

Mackay, who was openly attacking the weaknesses of the Republican camp in Spain 

" n.a The Canadian Forum, "The Spanish Cauldron", Vol XVI, No. 189, October, , ppA-S. 
69 n.a The Canadian Forum, Vol. XVI, No. 190, Novembet 1936, p.3. 
70 Roy Davis, Ibid, pp. 18-19. . 

'' n.a The Canadian Forum, Vol. XVI, No. 192, January 1937, p3.  
" This drawing is reproduced in annex C. 
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instead of poems that praised it or attacked the Frinco  ide.^^ It also published an 

i n t e ~ e w  with Henry Scott Beattie, a Canadian veteran, who was making controversial 

allegations about the weaknesses of the Republican camp. He was also very critical of 

the Spanish Government which had curbed the Revolution in the spring 1 9 3 % ~ ~  

The only tangible support the journal gave to the Loyalist side was its promotion 

of the fund-raising campaign organised by the Cornmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

(CASD) to support the activities of Dr. Bethune who was clearly endorsing the Loyalist 

cause.75 This support was however apoiitical in nature. The Canadian F o m  helped 

Bethune's effort on the ground that "bis special technique [of blood transfiision] may 

mark a great advance in medical science." The humanitarian effort of Bethune was not 

even mentioned. The advance of medicai science seems to be the prirnary reason why 

the Canadian Forum had endorsed Bethune's actions. This stand was clearly apolitical. 

This somewhat neutral editorial position was further promoted in eatly 1938, by 

denouncing the Non-Intervention Conmittee for its faiiure to contain the Spanish 

conflict in Spanish han&? Finally, one has to wait for the issue of March 1939, when 

the Republic had just been defeated to see a headline containing the word c'Fascism" to 

describe the enemy." Throughout the war in Spain, the editors of the Canadian Forum 

73 ln ~ecember l937 ,  Mackay's poern "Murder Most FOUI" is published. See Nicola Vulpe for her 
critique of  Mackay's work. Nicola Vulpe, Sealed in Strunele, pp.37-38. 
74 "Spak Another Viewn, The Canadian Forum, Vol. XVU, No.207, Aprü 1938, pp.454-455. 
75 The CASD was existed 6om the 28 August 1936 untii 3 1 March 1939, when the war was officially 
ended in Spain. It had the 20 branches nation wide. The aim of the Cornmittee was to support the 
Republican government. It organised support in Canada for the activities o f  Dr. Norman Bethune for 
example. It enjoyed support fiom Communists to likrals, for its stand was mostly humanitarian. 
76 The Canadian Forum, Vol. XW, No. 205, February 1938, p.373. 

nie Canadian Forum, Vol. XVII, No. 218, March 1939, p.361. 
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appeared uninvolved. Intellectuals, who it may be assumed formed the greater audience 

of the journal, did not intervene openly to promote the Spanish Republic war effort. 

The non-interference of Canadian intellectuals as  it appears in the Canadian 

Forum, might be explained by the intransigence on the part of the editors to alter the 

content of thei. journal. In this case, the position of the Canadian intellectuals on the 

war in Spain could hardly be assessed when analyshg the content of the Canadian 

Forum. In spite of the real position of the intellectuals on the war, all that appeared 

through the press was their non-involvement. The image they projected, that of political 

withdrawai adequately surnmarises their role in the war. 

The taking of a radical stand was highly influenced by the idonnation circulated 

by the media. If one was not a fervent Catholic or member of the CPC pnor to the war, 

one's views of the rising in Spain were hfiuenced by the press, wMch in him was 

infiuenced by the proponents of the two opposingcamps in Spain during the war. The 

Republicans tended to denigrate the supporters of the rising as Fascists. The rebels, for 

their part, tended to picture the Republicans as Communists. 

It is dear that the political polarisation process occurred in Spain, since it was 

the &use of the rising. However, was there a similar radicalisation taking place in 

Canada at the time? If so, the most radical supporters of the Republican camp in 

Canada, the volunteers, would have been Ilifiuenced by the same rhetoric used in Spain 

to join the fight against the rebels. 



Chapter 3 - The Spanish Civil War became a politicaï issue in Canada 

When the Spanish Civil War broke out, the intemational supporters of both the 

Spanish Right and Left were rapidy mobilised Many articles that glorified and 

condemned the uprising appeared in the Canadian press. On the political scene, a 

similar radicalised discourse between the Canadian Left and Right occurred, and harsh 

propaganda campaigns were lauuched. However the effectiveness of the CPC 

propaganda campaign for Spanish Republicanism surpassed that of the Right. The CPC 

recruited a great number of Canadians for the International Brigades and was also able 

to monopolise almost exclusively the Canadian Spanish aid movement. The success of 

the CPC in recruiting volunteers c m  be explained in three parts. First, it succeeded in 

monopolising the Spanish aid organisations in Canada Secondly, the competing leftist 

groups, especidy the CCF, adopted weak positions that also favoured the CPC. 

Finally, the irresolute stand taken by intellectuals during the war gave a stronger Say to 

the CPC. These three inteawined positions need M e r  explanation. 

In September 1936, the creation of a Committee for Spanish Hospital and 

Medical m id' was announced in the CCF organ The New Commonwealth. The object 

of the Committee was to collect fiuids for Dr. Nomian ~ethune.2 Bethunets appeal for 

fiinds was weli answered and after tumultuous diplornatic and logistical adventures, he 

t The name was later changed to The Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy (CASD). 
Although Dr. Bethune was a CPC member and Communists were members of the Cornmitta, he did 

not go to Spain under the direct tutelage of the CPC. William C. Beeching and Phyllis Clarke, Eds., 
Yours in the Strumzle: the Rerniniscences of Tim Buck (Toronto 1977), p. 16 1. 



succeeded in creating the Servicio Canadiense de Transfusion de Sangre in mid- 

On 20 May 1937, the Friends of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion (FMPB) was 

created with the goal of kancially and morally supporting the Canadians who were 

fighting in Spain. The members of both the CASD and the FMPB were mostly CCF 

and CPC members. However, the CPC soon monopolised both movements. The voice 

of the CASD, which had been set up by the CCF, soon became communist4 According 

to Roderick Stewart the CPC succeeded in gaining a potent influence over the 

Cornmittee because of the strong personaïties of the two Comrnunists who were vice- 

presidents, A.A. McLeod and Ti %uck5 He also adds that since the members of the 

CPC were always there to do the routine work, "celui-ci [the CPC] jouit d'une influence 

3 Later the Servicio was renamed I'tiruto Hkpano-Canadieme de Trunsficsion de Sungre in the months 
of January or Febniary 1937. 
4 Michiel Hom also supports the fact that the Committee to Aid Spanish Dernocracy came to be 
controlled by the Communists. Michiel Horn, The Leamie for Social Reconstruction: Intellectual Ori~ins 
of the Democratic Left in Canada. 1930-1942, floronto 1980), p.136, According to Graham Spry fiom 
the CCF and vice-president of the Committee: "the idea of a CCF hospital in Spain, an idea which Dr. 
Norman Bethune brought into d t y ,  was partly a CCF tactic to match the C o m m u . '  recruitment of 
CCF lads for the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion of combatants." This statement made by Spry in the 
article "The CCF Party in its formative years7', which was published in 1969 in Victor Hoar, The Great 
Demession: Essa~s  and Mernoirs h m  Canada and the United-States (Toronto 1969), is not credible. The 
Cornmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy was cceated in September 1936 while the Mackenzie-Papineau 
Battalion was officially mustered on 1 July 1937. The creation of the two groups is the result of two 
different impulses that are distinct fiom each other. For explanations on the history of the creaîion of the 
Battalion, see Chapter 1 of Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 
1936 to 1 939", M.A.Thesis, the University of New Brunswick 1992- 
5 The Honorary President was Rev. Dr. Salem G ,  Bland; the President was Rev. Benjamin H. Spence; the 
Vice-Presidents were Graham Spry (CCF), Dr. Rose Henderson, Tim Buck (General Secretary of CPC), 
A.A. McLeod (CPC). The secretary was E.E. Wolton; the financial secretary was Norman Freed, the 
treasurer was Bruce Robinson. The Executive Committee was composed of the folIowing members: 
Stewart Smith, D. Nesbitt, LM. Cornor, Annie Buller (CPC), Fred Collins, E.M. Aplin, Harold Potter, 
Elizabeth Morton, David Goldstick, S.B. Watson (LSR). The Executive Cornmittee was also composed 
of the Cornittee's provincial presidents: D.W- Morrison Maritimes); J. Cupello (Quebec) (vice- 
president of die Montreal Trrrdes and Labour Council); E.J. M c M m y  (Manitoba); George Williams 
(Saskatchewan), Harold Geny (Alberta) and A.M. Stephen (British Columbia) (CCF but close to CPC). 



disproportionnée par rapport au nombre de ses membres engagés dans cette affaire.'" 

Similarly, the FMPB was also soon monopolised by the CPC? Although the 

Commmists did not set up these two groups, they soon became led by the CPC. 

Many reasons explain the domination of the two groups by the CPC. Contrary 

to what happeneci in Canada, British and AustraIian Communists did not succeed in 

monopolising Spanish aid organisations. .h Australia, prior to the war, the Labour Party 

had distanced itself fiom the Communist urge to create a popdar fiont and had 

launched an ad-war cornmittee to compete with the Comrnunist movement Against 

War and ~asc ism.~  In Britab, there were also competing cornmittees, which co- 

ordinated the British aid to Spain. According to Jim Fyah, many committees were 

established throughout Bntain to help Spain. Although a National Joint Committee for 

Spanish Relief was created in January 1937, most of the existing committees kept their 

distinctiveness fiom this Communist-led body? 

In Canada, however, many factors helped the Communists in issuming the 

leadership of the aid movement. Caoadian ùitellectuais, as stated above, were not 

strongly voicing their pro-Republican views. The CCF7s political platfoxm and most of 

Roderick Stewart, Bethune (Montréal 1973), pp. 220-12 1. 
7 Martin Lobigs supports this assumption, in "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 
1936 to 1939", p.125. 
8 Diane Menghetti, WOI& Queensland Anti-Fascism and the Spanish Civil War," in Labour History 
(Australia) Vol. 42, 1982, p.65. 
9 There exists a poleniic between the assumptions brought forward by Jim Fyrth on the existence of an 
Aid to Spain Movement as a whoIe and Tom Buchanan's thesis. Buchanan states that: "the 'Aid Spain' 
movement did not exist, at least, not in any concrete form, and certainly not in any that is helpfitl to 
historîans analysing this periocin Tom Buchanan, "Britah's Popular Front? Aid Spain and the British 
Labour Movement", in Historv Worksho~ Journal, No. 3 1, Spring 199 1, pp- 63 and 70 and "The Role of 
the British Labour Movement in the Ongins and Work of the Basque Children's Committee, 1937-9," in 
E u r o m  Historv Ouarterly, Vol. 18, April 1988. Ji Fyrth, on the c o n t i  &kms that there existed an 
Aid Spain movement in Britain, See also Tom Buchanan, The Svanish Civil War and the British Labour 
Movement (Cambridge 1991)' p.139. For an understanding of Jim Fyrth's position, see Ji Fyrtb, The 
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its leaders were isolationist and pacifist. J.S Woodsworth did not protest the Canadian 

embargo on amis wbich prevented the Madrid govemment to purchase arms in Canada, 

out of fear of war.1° Aithough many CCF members supported the Canadian volunteers, 

the officia1 voice of the CCF denounced them.'' Similarly, the CCF did not oppose the 

Foreign Enlisment Act. Such a stand on the part of the CCF prevented many, 

consciously or not, from becoming dedicated Republican defenders. Therefore, anyone 

who favoured the Republic had no choice but to support the CPC-led campaigd2 This 

lack of aiternate choices m e r  enhanceci the influence of the CPC. David Moore who 

wrote on the history of the CCF during the Spanish Civil War also assumes that the 

work of the CPC was crucial in mobilising the Canadian support for the Spanish 

Republic. He comments thatz '%hrough their work in such organisations as the CASD 

and the CLWF, Communists were instrumental in raising the plight of the Spanish 

Republic to the level of public consciousness and debate."" Inasmuch as Canadians 

Signa1 Was S~ain:  The Aid Smin Movement in Britain 1936-39 (London 1986) and "The Aid Spain 
Movement in Bntain 1936-39" in History Workshop Journai, No. 35, Spring 1993, pp.153-164. 
'O Grace MacInnis, J.S. Woodswortk A Man To Remember (Toronto 1953), p.243. 
I I  Martin Lobigs presents many instances where CCF members supported the volunteers. He aiso 
demonstrated that the CCF changed its policy and began to support the volunteers when they were being 
repatriated after September 1938. Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie-Papineau 
Battalion, 1936 to 1939", pp. 142-144 and 158. For a discussion on the position adopted by the CCF in 
the context of the Spanish Civil Wax see pp.48-52; Doris French Shackleton, Tommy Douglas (Toronto 
1975), pp. 104-105; Friedrich Steinher,  "George Williams: Aman Socialisf', M.A. Thesis, University 
of Regina, 1976, pp.356-357 and David Vincent Moore, "Do The Right Thing: The Co-operative 
Commonwealth Federation and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-39", MA. Thesis, Queen's University, 
1991. - - 

IZ Lobigs aiso states that "the Mac-Paps could count on support - active and passive - that reached 
beyond the Comrnunist Party. Yet, the examples do not prove that it reached into the general public. 
Active support outside the CP appears to have been iiiited to lefüsts in labour unions, the CCF, the 
Social Credit Party in Alberta, and f i e  United Church." It is clear that support, for the members of the 
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion was limited and gravitated aromd the CPC. The same can be said about 
the Canadian support for the Spanish Repubiic. Martin Lobigs, "Canadia0 Responses to the Mackenzie- 
Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 1939", p. 153. " David Vincent Moore, "Do the Right Thing", p.6. 



saw the CPC's strong contribution to the Republican effort, fervent supporters were 

more easily induced to join the Brigades. 

Since those who were already supporting the effort led by the CPC in helping 

the Spanish Republic were more readily accepting the idea to join the Brigades, it is 

indispensable to understand what pushed them fïrst to endorse the CPC's campaign to 

support Spanish Republicanism. Correspondingly, the reasons that pushed the 

Canadian volunteers to join the CPC would partly reveal what motivated them to enlist 

for Spain. 

In the early months of the conflict The Dailv Clarion denounced the coup which 

was openly backed by Hitler and Mussolini. At this point, the CPC refhined fkom 

commenthg on any involvement of foreign troops on the side of both the Republic and 

the ~ebe1s.l~ The position adopted by the CPC was transformed later when the 

Comintern openly campaigned for the recruitment of volunteers for the newly formed 

International Brigades. Thus, the Clarion became a strong critic of foreign involvement 

in Spain 

At this point, the use of foreign troops by the rebels was vehemently criticised 

by the CPC. This cnticism would be an integral part of the propaganda campaign of the 

CPC for the rest of the wad5 In a manifesto published before the end of August 1936, 

14 There were aiready Cenh~ias fighting in Spain. These units had been created ad hoc by political 
emigr6s fkom Europe of mostly German, Italian and Austnan origins. It is also believed, although not 
proven by any documents, that athletes of the Workers' Olympiads, which took place in Barcelona in 
July-August 1936 might have joined the Centurias. According to Verle Johnston: "Some of them 
(Workers Olympiads' athletes) rnay have participated in the street fighting which crushed the rebellion in 
that city (Madrid) on Jdy 19, and thereafter, singly and in groups, joined the various militias which set 
off for the h n t  in Aragon." Verle B. Johnston, Leeion of Babel (London I967), p28. 
15 However, although the Clarion criticised the presence of German and Italian troops in Spain, never was 
The Dailv Clarion used to promote the r e d t m e n t  of volunteers in Canada There is one exception. On 
26 Decernber 1936, a Communist Party of Germany (KPD) communiqu6 is reproduced in The Dailv 
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the Central Cornmittee of the CPC declared that "Every possible aid is being given by 

the fascist powers to the mutineers, in form of money, guns, airplanes, ammiinitions and 

the concentration of warships in Spanish water~."'~ 

In spite of the fact that German and Italian aid to Franco was to come in 

September, it is interesthg to.note that in the the CPC's m d e s t o  the presence of 

- rtaiian and German soldiers in Spain is not denounced. The manifesta's failure to 

mention what was to be vociferously condemed fater - the use of foreign troops by 

Franco - reflects the policies of Moscow which was not calling for recruits yet. 

Although it was known throughout the world that Berlin and Rome were airiing the 

Rebels, the CPC renounced cornmenthg against the presence of Gemans and Italians 

on Spanish soil. 

The August 1936 mwesto's interest lies also in the fact that no mention of 

sending volunteers was ever made. Later in the manifesto the authors called for the 

organisation of "...a mighty united fiont movement of soiidarity with the Spanish 

people!" and that we must do "... everything we c m  to assist the growing movement 

among the forces of labour for assistance to the Spanish people. We must not fail 

them!"" No c d  was made for sending volunteers to help the Republican war effort, 

even though some workers who were attending the Worker Olympiad in Barcelona may 

have already entered the fighting in Spain. 

Clarion in which the KPD openly called for volunteers, The communiqué read as follow: "Strengthen the 
ranks o f  the glorious International Column. Place yourselves at the service of the Republican Freedom 
army in Spain." The Dailv Clarion, 26 December 1936, p.6. 
16~regory S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Secroitv Bulletins: The Depression Years. Part m. 
1936 (St. John's 1996) [Report No. 8211, p.359, - 
17 Report 82 I, p360. 
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The late CPC cnticism of foreign involvement was later accompanied by C ~ S  

for arms and ammunitions to be sent to the Spanish workers. The cal1 for wartime 

supplies was aiso to be part of the CPC campaign throughout the war. A letter fiom the 

Communist Party of Spain (PCE) was reproduced in The Dailv Clarion on 8 September 

1936. The letter that was initially published in the PCE press Mundo Obrero called for 

"Arrns for the Spanish anti-fascist ~nilitia~'.'~ Similar calls were to be reproduced in 

many instances throughout the war. In November 1936, T h  Buck, having just returned 

from Spain, addressed a crowd at the Mutual Street Arena in Toronto. During the 

address, he also d e d  for a m i s  for the Republic: ccGïve the Spanish workers amis and 

tanks, or else take them away fiom fascists, and the Spanish workers wiii drive the 

Moors and foreign Legionnaires into the ~editerranean."'~ Although the Brigades had 

been organised in late October and early November 1936, the CPC was stiIl calling on 

wartime supplies to be sent to the Spanish Republic. The CPC seems to have reacted 

with hesitation to both the Spanish events and the cd1 of the Comintem to organise help 

to the Spanish Republic in the early weeks of the conflict. 

The RCMP remarked on the late response of the CPC. An August 1936 RCMP 

report comrnents on the hesitancy of the CPC towards the Spanish c o d i c t  It stated 

that: "In Canada little has been done so far to comply with the appeal of the world 

Communist against War and Fascism beyond a concentrated effort on the part of the 

Co~lllllunïst press to crysallize a sentiment favorable to the present govemment in 

l8 Report 829, p.444. 
l9 Report 833, p.497. 
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~ ~ a i n - ' ~ ~ ~  Similady, the CPC reacted lately to organise a campaign of recniitment for 

the International Brigades in Canada. 

The date that the CPC started recruiting for Spain is uncertain. It is unlikely that 

it commenced in either September or November, but December might be probable. 

Although The Dailv Clarion reported on international volunteers fighting in spain as 

early as November 1936, the Clarion fint reports on the presence of Canadians in Spain 

on 22 January 1937.~' It also appears that as late as 30 December 1936, if there was a 

recruitment campaign organised, it was not weU hown to at least the Republican 

~ u ~ ~ o l t e r s . ~  

RCMP reports dso indicate that a CPC campaign of recnlltment was launched 

in late December or early Jmuary 1937. In the RCMP report of 6 January 1937, it is 

written that "[reliable reports indicate] that no applicants for military service in Spain in 

the service of the Loyalist's cause have k e n  accepted so far." The last section of the 

sentence indicates that the recruitment campaign had already started, prior to the 6 

~anuary.~~ Two weeks later, it was reported that recruïtment had started in Winnipeg 

and s ont réal.^^ Therefore, one would assume that the CPC recruitment campaign for 

the International Brigades was organised in the early days of January 2937 or the last 

days of December 1 9 3 6 . ~  

20 Report 8 19, p33 1. 
'' "Windsor Citizen Fights in Spain", The Daily Clarion, 22 January 1937, p.1. 

A.E. Smith, "How Can We Volunteer for Spain", me DaiIv Clarion, 30 December 1936, p. 1. 
zi GS. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Securïfy Bulletins: "nie Depression Years. Part IV. 1937" 
meport No. 838'6 January 19371, p.28. 
" Report No. W O ,  20 January 1937, p.43. 
25 The rnonth of December is even less likely, because no mention is made about the recruitment 
campaign in Canada. The general accuracy of RCMP reports lead us to believe thaî the recruitment 
campaign most likely starqed in the rnonth of January 1937. 
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Once organised, the recniitment campaign in Canada was considerably 

decentralised due -to the vastness of Canada, There were recruitrnent offices in 

Montréal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver. Logistical CO-ordination was assumed by 

the CPC -and volunteers were closely monitored tbroughout the recruiting process. 

Many recruitïng agents who were members of the CPC perfonned the initial steps for 

recruitment. Procedures were sometimes strenuous and lengthy as volunteers came 

fiom all over Canada. 

In accordance with the policies issued by the Comintern, the CPC was initidly 

looking for volunteers who had military experience. In The Daily Clarion, an initial 

report on Canadians fighting in Spain depicts them as al1 having prior military 

e ~ ~ e r i e n c e . ~ ~  Bert Levy, the fkst reported Canadian serving in Spain was also a former 

soldier who had served in the Imperid Army in Palestine and Egypt during the First 

World w&' However, as potential recruits ran out, the CPC soon accepted any 

Communkt cardholders without any military experience. Volunteers who were 

Communkt sympathisers became the prime targets of recruiters and because of the 

success of the CPC in the Popular Front era, it was relatively easy to fïnd volunteers. 

Medical and political screening was aiso conducted. Al1 potential recruits were 

given a fkee medicd examination in order to eliminate those in bad health. Sympathetic 

physicians performed the examinations. They were also asked to fil1 out questionnaires 

" "More Sons of Canada Defend Democracy", The Dailv Clarion, 9 Febniary 1937, p.1. The gmup was 
composed of Joseph R Leclerc (member of the Royal 22ième Régiment during WWI), George Cook, 
Thomas Michie, Joseph Campbell (also with the R22R), Michael Russell, Joseph Glenn and Thomas 
Russell. According to the findings of Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, Thomas Michie was reported 
missing after the baîîle of Jarama, Joseph Campbell and Michael Russell were also killed in the same 
battle. Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ineau Battalion, p.76. 
'' ''windsor Citizen Fights in Spain", The Dailv Clarion, 22 January 1937, p. 1. 



and were h t e ~ e w e d  by recniiters. To filter the radical elements out of the recruits' 

ranks, part of the recruiting procedure required the names of three or four references to 

attest for the correctness of the views of the vol~nteers?~ ~ c c o r d i n ~  to Norman Pemer, 

the CPC efficiently screened political recruits to ensure their-rFliability.2g Et is assumed 

that the reliability of the volunteers was essential in minimising the chances of 

developing high revolutionary ideals in Spain. The Comintern cokanded  a strict anti- 

revolution&y recniiting policy?O It is assumed that revolutionaries were deterreci, in the 

recruiting process, fiom joùung the ~r i~ades. )  ' 
The poorest volunteers - presumably most of them - were given luggage and 

clothing as well as pocket money to avoid being bothered by the police if ever 

questioned. The whole operation was conducted in secrecy since volunteering was 

Radieal elements were specifically revolutionaries. Randy Gibbs Ervin, &'The Men of the Mackenzie- 
Papineau Battalion: A case study of the involvement of the International Commwiist Movernent in the 

- 
Spanish Civil war", M.A.Thesis, Carleton University, 1972, p.50. 

N o m  P e ~ e r ,  Canadian Communism : The StaIin Years and Bevond, (Toronto 1988), p.137. 
30 RCMP n p o m  confiams do not confirm nor infirm the presence of revoIutionacîes amongst the 
Canadian recruits. M e n  discussing who the volunteers were, the reports States that care was taken to 
recniit only "proven anti-hcists of a reliable type". Report 893, 7 June 1938, or 'people in charge of 
this work [the recniitment campaign] in Canada to exercise the greatest care so that only reliable anti- 
fhscists and persons who will not cause any difficulties be recniited." Report 881, 19 January 1938. 
David CattelI aIso claims that "revolutionary elements were eliminated and only men of democratic, 
Iiberal views were accepted- Communism in the S~anish Civil War (Los Angeles 1955), p.83. 
3 1 See the next chapter for an overail picture of why Canadians joined the brigades. It is hard to point to 
those that were revolutionaries. For this reason, by analysing what motivated hem to go to Spain, the 
hue political convictions of the Canadian volunteers are betîer revealed. When analysing RCMP reports, 
it is not clear whether Canadian revolutionaries wanting to enlist in the Brigades were turned down, The 
authors of the RCMP reports do not seem to have been able to distinguish between revolutionaries and 
Cornmunists. Poor Marxist theoretical knowledge of the authors might account for the lack of 
mentionhg the non-revolutionary sentiment of the recruitrnent campaign in Canada in the RCMP reports. 
Revolutionarïes are also poorly defined in the 1930s. The idea that a strategy as the one used in Russia in 
October 19 17 could be used in other countries, including Canada, was abandoned for a more pragmatic or 
rightist, as Tro t sb  criticised it, strategy. The initial phase of the revolution would be to gain more 
political strength for the workers. The second stage would be to actually use the revolution to gain al1 
power. The two-stage revoIution was the strategy favoured by the Comintern, especially after 1935. In 
this thesis, when using the word revolutionary, it is used in the pre-1935 meaning. Finally, the fàct that 
anti-Fascism had so monopolised the CPC discourse, there was little room lefi to distinguish 
revolutionary agendas fiom anti-Fascist ones. 



i l~e~al. '~ Volunteers were also asked to elaborate a fictional ~ v e l  plan to counter any 

scrupulous or sceptical border agents. A visit to the International Exhibition in Paris that 

was held in 1937 was often used as a justification for their European trip. The last 

procedures before leaving for Spain were arranged in Montréal and Toronto at which 

place volunteers boarded trains and ships for Spain via France. On the departing day, 

many volunteers kept the secrecy of their operations. On the other han& crowds that 

openly supporteci their decision and knew the sole object of their voyage saluted 

o t h e r ~ . ~ ~  

We believe that the slow speed with which the CPC answered the c d  of the 

Comintem in organising the recnùtment campaign in Canada refiects the nature of 

Canadian politics in the 1930s. Due to the physical insulation of Canada fiom the rest 

of Europe, events happening in Spain were not high on the agenda of politicai activists 

of the tirne. The fact that the Depression was raging in Canada also minllnised the 

impact of the Juiy rising on the Canadian population. Canadians as well as CPC leaders 

were more concerned with finding possible solutions to the economic crisis than with 

Spanish events. This position was only challenged by the CPC's strong pro-Republican 

position that was adopted foilowing the Comintem's policies. 

In the fa11 of 1936, with the Cominttern decision to endorse and organise the 

creation of an international force where Canadians would take part, events in Spain 

began to directly affect potential candidates who saw, among many things and through 

'' The Canadan govcmment had modifieci îhe Imperid Foreign Enlisûnent Act in February 1937 to fit 
the new modern rnilitary advancement.. Its adoption, on 3 1 Juiy 1937, was specifically designed to 
prevent m e r  re-ting in Chada. For an analysis of the role of the act, see Erik Thor Frohn-Nielson, 
"Canada's Foreign Enlistment Act: Mackenzie King's expedient response to the Spanish Civil War", 
M.A. Thesis, The University of British CoIumbia, 1982. 
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the Cofll~unist propaganda, both a way out of the Depression years and a chance to 

fight Fascism. 

The Comintern's and the USSR's motive in creating an intemational force to' 

fight in Spain needs to be understood in order to better explain what motivated the 

Canadians who answered the call. If the Comintem had moved fkom fighting sectarian 

Socialism in the Third Period to uniting with ai l  democratic institutions, it must have 

been motivated by strong objectives- Was the Soviet goal in Spain to promote its 

concept of anti-Fascist fiont or was its decision to suppoa the creation of the 

International Brigades motivated by other more pragmatic purposes? Was there any 

revolutionary element in its policy towards Spain? 

Moscow was not interested in fostering a Communist Revolution in the fierian 

Peninsula Soviet leaders were circumscribed by pragmatic concerns which were 

beyond the ideological dispositions of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

(CPSU). Because of the USSR's strategic position, the Comintern was forcefully used 

to protect and promote the USSR's collective security agenda. In order to do so, it 

needed to - abandon its revolutionary goals. Accordingly, Trotskyists and. other 

revolutionaries were soon removed from power and silencecl. Under this light, it is 

dubious to accept the view that revolutionary Canadiam would have been recruited by 

the Comintem in order to foster a revolution in Spain. The anti-Fascist object of the 

International Brigades and the strategic position of  the USSR in the inter-war period 

better account for what motivated many Canadians to job  the Communist-lèd ww effort 

in Spain. 

33 Barry Broadfoot, Ten Lost Years. 1929-1 939 (Don MiUs 1973), p. 1 1. 



Paradoxically, Fascism acted as the catalyst, which 

will of both the West and the East in contalning Fascisrn. 

two camps was further cementeci when, in the sumrner 
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began to unite the political 

The rapprochement of the 

of 1935, the Comintem's 

paramount goal was altered and it adopted a strong anti-Fascist position. In 1935, the 

Soviet Union also signed a broad military alliance with France in order to assist each 

other in the fight against German expansion. 

Still the Soviet Union position was precarious. %en the Spanish Rebels rose in 

Juiy 1936, it was put into a delicate position. The Soviet Union, who had pushed for 

collective security since the years 1933-34. was urged by both France and Bntain not to 

intervene in Spain in order to contain the confiict within the Spanish borders. At the 

same t h e ,  the Republican government and the CPE requested its aid. The Popular 

Front government, which had won the February 1936 elections, had some ideological 

reasons to beg for the Soviet Union's help.34 In order to maintain its well-disposed 

relations with the West, Moscow officiaily adopted the non-intervention policy. 

In practice, the Soviet Union wmmitted a smali portion of its army and the 

Comintern to the war effort of the Republican government in s ~ ~ ~ I L ~ ~  Because Fmco  

34 Caution must be exercised when the expression "Popular Front" is used to describe the Spanish 
"Frente popular" electoral pact. There is st iU a poIemic over the issue of who initiated the pact. Was the 
Communist Party of Spain @CE) its instigator? Many Spauish and non-Spanish historias wrongly - 
believe that the Spanish Popular Front was the creation of the PCE. See Victor Alba, The Communist 
Partv in S ~ a h  (London 1983); Martin S. Alexander and Helen Graham, eds., The French and S~anish 
Po~ular Fronts (New York 1989); and Helen Graham and Paul Preston, The Popular Front in Euro~e 
(New York 1987). 
35 The argument is made by Soviet politicians that the Comintern was not a foreign policy tool used by 
Moscow. Litvinov in 1929, who was to becorne the People's Commissar of Foreign A m  a year later, 
denouad ailegations made by the Mexican ambassacior to Moscow that the Comintern was a tool for 
Soviet foreign policies. Litvinov declared that: "The activity of that organization [the Comintem] has 
nothing to do with the Soviet government, nor can it in any circumstances serve as the object of 
diploxnaîic correspondence with the National Commissariat for Foreign Affbh." Rejecîion of the prof& 
Note fiom Litvinov to the Mexican Ambassador, Sika Herzog 2d' October 1929. Reproduced in 
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openiy received aid fiom Germany, Italy and Portugal,. the USSR had to react in this 

manner. The Comintem organised the International Brigades as a Soviet tool in Spain- 

What motivated Soviet Russia to creatc an international force when its engagement was 

against the Non-Intervention Comrnittee mandate? The USSR could have easily 

provided ample men to fight in Spain. 

One could presume that the USSR would have fought in Spain, aiter a French 

call, to prevent Fascism fkom taking power in Spain and' threatening France on the 

German and Spanish borders. France, then, would have also intervened in Spain. Still, 

both Russia and France did not intemene for more pragmatic reasons. 

Britain was not militarily ready to intemene in any major conflict in the mid- 

1930s. British reannament was still underway and it would have been dangerous to 

intemene in Spain when there was an imminent danger of escalation. Seqondly, due to 

economic investment in Spain, the argument existed that it was not advisable, initially, 

to take sides since British investment was divided on both sides of the codlict. Thirdly, 

British politicians still believed that Fascist Italy could be brought into the British- 

French coalition. British success at the London Conference of 19 15 was still used as an 

argument?' The British non-antagonist stand towards Ital y favoured such possible 

rapprochement. Fourthly, intervening in Spain would have been against the idea of 

appeasement, which was Britain's policy in the inter-war period. France, although 

closer ideologically to Spain - it also, since May 193 6, had a Popular Front govemment 

Stephen Clissold, Ed., Soviet Relations with Latin Amenca. 191 8-1 968: A Documentarv Survey, New 
York, Oxford University Press, 1970, p.92. Accordhg to Adam B. UIam, and most other historians, 
such is not the case, the "Comintern was [...] an obedient tool of Moscow". Adam B. Ulm, Emansion 
dà Coexistence: The Histow of Soviet Foreim Policy. 19 17-67 (New York I968), p. 161. 
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- was stuck between having to support either Spain or its principal d y ,  Britain It 

decided to side with the latter. From this foliows the rationale that Russia did not 

intervene in Spain to protect French borders fkom ~ascisrn?~ 

The Soviet Union could not directly intervene in Spain on the Republican side. 

A Republican victory might have led to social revolution and fÎightened away- France - 

and Bntain fiom any possible alliance with Moscow- According to José Romero 

SalvadO, the Soviet Union's goal was to encourage the survival of the Republic. In 

accordance with its ideology, it had to give the impression to the Ailies that Fascism 

was still the dominant threat without encouraging revolutionary sentiments? 

In the spirit of Popular Frontism, the USSR was also stresshg the fact that the 

Spanish Republican govenunent was almost excIusively composed of bourgeois 

politicians not revoluti~naries.'~ This stratagem was used to demonstrate both to France 

and Britain that the USSR could be a potential ally against ~axism." For this reason, 

during the May fighting in Barcelona and later, Trotskyist elements in the Republican 

'' At the London Conference of 1915, British politicians and diplomats had succeeded in securing Italy's 
yirticipation with the Allies. 
7 For a discussion on the subject see D. Little, Malevolent Neutralitv: The United-States. Great Britain 

and the Orie ins  of the S~anish Civil War (Ithaca, N-Y, 1985) and D- Puzo, Spain and the Great Powers 
(New York 1962). 
" Franciso J. R o m  Slavado, "Spanish Civil Wax The International Dimension", in Modem History 
Review, Vol. 6, No. 3, 1995, p.23. 
39 Manuel Azaa, the leading figure of the Popular Front coalition, supported this statement and 
commenteci that: T h e  Popular Front does not represent social revolution, nor is the work of 
enthronization of Comrnunism in Spain; it has a simple goal : the reinstallation of the Republic." 
Author's translation cited in Joaquin Amuas, La Historia de la Secunda Reniiblica EspaîloIa (Madrid 
1965), p.413. 
40 Gabriel Jackson, The S~anish Republic and the Civil War. 193 1-1939 (Princeton 1965), p258. 
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zone were eliminated in order to prevent them fiom using the conflict as a breeding 

gromd for a revolution?' 

Another explanation accounts for the creation of the Brigades. Hugh Thomas 

claims that Staiin, who was irresolute at f i r ~ t , ~ ~  was also motivated to send the "large 

number of Communists émigrés in Soviet Russia who were best out of the way at a time 

when the great purge was beginning.'*3 The creation of an international force was 

answering Stalin's concem with the Commiinists émigrés. 

The Spanish govemment approved the creation of the International Brigades. It 

appears that, although numerous Spaxish workers, grouped into union-controlled 

militias supported the Republican side, Madrid s?Al lacked regular soldiers. For 

example, in order to stimulate the recruitment of soldiers in the Republican Army, 

President Az& increased the wage granted to the so ld ier~ .~  Each soldier received 10 

pesetas a day, which was five times more than what the average Spanish soldiers 

4' Social revolution did happen in the early weeks of the conflict in Madrid and especially in Barcelona. 
If however, was soon crushed when the Republican war effort became organised. The coming to power 
of Largo Caballero definitively suspended all hope of furthering the revolution mood present at first in 
Spain. Histonans have also alluded to-the fact thaî the war in Spain was lucrative for Russia since it 
succeeded in holding the Spanish goid reserve, which was still in the hands of the Republicans. The 
Soviet aid was also bought with this gold contrarily to German and Italian aid that can be better descriid 
as ai& Russia also had other concerus at the time of the JuIy Coup in Spain. Stalin had personally 
initiated the trials of many old Bolshevik leaders and pro-Trotskyists a few months pnor to the rising. 
The extent of the purge was so great that it would have been dangernus for the Russian Amy to be used 
extensively in Spain, 

According to Jonathan Haslam, there was a "pitched battle in the Politburo" over the question of 
sending arms to Spain. Jonathan Haslam, The Soviet Union and the Strutazle for Collective SecuriW in 
Euro~e: 1933-1939 (New York 1984), pp.115-116. 
43 Hugh Thomas,The S~anish Civil War (London 196I), p297. 
44 A Republican anny was created in September when, among the early heroiç feats of the militias, they 
had halted the enemy at the outskirts of Madrid Soon their vigour had vanished and they became 
increasingly criticised. h order to increase the effectiveness of the Republican war effort, a Regular army 
was organiseci with the remains of the oid army and the militias. For a good prognosis of the 
revolutionary mood of both Madrid and Barcelona, see Julia Santos, "Le peuple en ames", in Carlos 
Serrano, EcL, Madrid. 1936-1939 : Un beu~ie  en résistance ou I'bpée ambimie (Paris 1994) and George 
Orwell, Homarte to Cataionia (London 1978). 
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received? Aithough this explanation cannot entirely account for the creation of the 

International Brigades, it sheds some light on what could have encouraged the Soviets 

to intervene when Soviet leaders had abruptly abandoned their revolutionary discourse 

in 1935. The Soviet Union's willingness to contribute to European collective security 

also challenges any argument that justifies Soviet intervention in Spain. 

The Canadian contingent was the second largest per capita in relation to its 

population after France. France, for obvious reasons of political and physicai 

proximity, provided more volunteers than any other country. Canada's accomplishment 

is, however, harder to comprehend, No historiaus have provided clear explafl~~tions to 

account for the high Canadian representation in the International Brigades. In this case, 

such an interpretation is twofold. 

Canada's physical disArne fiom Spain and the modest Spanish population in 

Canada are factors M e r  contributhg to the bewiiderment of historiam. Still, some 

tentative explanation can be found in the specificity of Canadian political life in the 

1930s. As stated earlier, the CPC succeeded in organising Canadian masses in the 

midst of the Depression because of its activist stand. It organiseci the Relief Camp 

Workers' Union and the On-To-Ottawa trek in 1935, when other mainstream or leftist 

political parties, such as the CCF, seemed to be less effective in providing leadership. 

When the Spanish Civil War enipted, the CPC had a growing following. The success of 

the CPC in mobilising masses in the mid-1930s was M e r  enhanced during the war by 

'' Micheal Seidman, '&The Unonvellian Barcelona", in E u r o m  Historv Quarterlv, Vol. 20, 1990, p. 167. 
Noel Brailsford, a British joumalist, stated in an article printed in The Dailv Clarion that the members of 
the British Brigade received sixpence a &y. He made this comment after the Dailv Mail had stated that 
%e mercenafies are paid one pound a &y by confiscated property." "Sixpence a &y: the story of the 
British Brigade", The Dailv Clarion, 28 J a n w  1937, p.6. 
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the strong position it adopted against Fascism. Fascism was to be halted not by 

mainStream politics but by the CPC, which called for the creation of a united fiont to 

check the advance of Fascism. 

Many groups were organisecl throughout Canada to help the Spanish Republic. 

Soon, the leadership and organisation of the Canadian Spanish aid came under the 

umbrella of the CPC. Once this was accomplished, one could &dly help Spain without 

having to deal with CPC members or sympathisers. This state of affairs M e r  

promoted the CPC's propaganda campaign, which had an ever-widening audience. This 

same audience was fûrther radicalised by the CPC's propaganda and increased the pool 

of potentiai recruits for the International Brigades. The m e r  the CPC extended its 

web over Spanish aid, the more it sensitised the masses already sympathetic to the pro- 

Republican ideal. - 

The CPC was taking a strong stand on foreign policy matters. Contrary to the 

CCF, Liberals and Conservatives, the CPC's stand on domestic issues and foreign 

policies helped create the link between the issues that were fought in Canada and 

abroad. Fascism, afthough not at the doorstep of Canada, was displayed by the CPC as 

a great menace to Canadians. 

Although the above-mentioned expianation accounts for the fact that many 

Canadians joined the Brigades, the discrepancy that exists between the number of 

Canadian recruits and other western country recruits is not rigorously explained. Why 

did Britain and the United States fumish fewer recruits, per c q i t a  than Canada? 

The Canadia. response to the Spanish Civil War can help explain why so many 

Canadians joined the Brigades. First, when one adopted a pro-Republican stand, one 
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could hardly refkah fiom king influenced by the CPC's ideas since it had monopoiised 

the Canadian Spanish help. The Comunist Party of Great Britain did not monopolise 

the Spanish Aid. In addition, the British Labour Party was not united in its stand 

towards the war in Spain. The hesitancy of its members did not aid the union of al1 

Spanish aid groups under the possible Commdst lead- Moreover, the vacillation of 

the Labour Party leaders was partly the result of the official Govemment stand on non- 

intervention and thek pst-war pacifkt stand, The non-interventionkt stand for both 

reasons was strong in Britain, especidy at the start of the ho~tilities.~~ 

The wide range of positions towards the war in Bntain, fiom fkm pacinsm to 

pro-Republicanism lessened the effect of polarisation that was achieved in Canada 

Consequently, the CommUILiSf recruitment campaign in Britain had to compete against 

other options, Such options were scarcer in Canada, Furthermore, in addition to the 

official British political -stands adopted by the various parties, British intellectuals were 

actively displaying their sympathy with the Republican camp. This was not duplicated 

in Canada. Few inteilectuals were members of the CASD or the FMPB. According to 

~ a r &  Lobigs, the only support they gave to the members of the Mackenzie-Papineau 

Battalion was during their repatriation home after the fall of 1938.4' With the exception 

of some support for Bethune, on humanitarian grounds, the Canadian intellectuais failed 

to nurhue a widespread pro-Republican voice. On the contrary, many British prominent 

a It was believed in Britain that the Nationalists would quickly win the war against the Republic as late 
as September 1936. In September, Franco made an advance on Madrid and was bnlliantly halted in the 
University City by what was to becorne the international Brigades. Fmm this point on, British public 
opinion was altered and became more e v d y  split between the pro-Republicans and pro-Nationalists. 
K-W. Watkins, Britain Divided: The Effect of the Suanish Civil War on British Public O~inion 
(Westport 1976), p.65. 
" Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 193gn, p.158. 



79 

poiiticians and intellectuals openly supported the Republic. The absence of a strong 

public position against the Rebels and the fact that the CPC had no real cornpetition 

when it organised the Spanish aid movement, constituted part of the reason why so 

many Canadians adopted a radical stand and joined CPC led organisaiions and 

subsequently the International Brigades. 

It was demonstrateci that the CPC monopolised most of the aid to the Spanish 

Republic in Canada Although the recniitrnent campaign in Canada was organised late, 

the CPC, because of its strong voice in the aid movemenf was able to recniit numerous 

Canadians into the ranks of the International Brigades. The weak public stand taken by 

Canadian intellectuals and other LRAist groups, especially the popular CCF, also 

accounts for the success of the recTuittment campaign in Canada.. The reason for the 

USSR to organise the Brigades can be traced to its foreign policy goals that were 

against any revolutionary plans at the tirne. For this reason, it is believed, although hard 

to prove, that revolutionaries were deterred fiom joinuig the Intermtio~liil Brigades. 

The "reliable type" to which the RCMP reports make refetence might indicate that 

proven anti-fascists who were not revolutionaries were reliable. The next chapter 

ilIustrates who the Canadian volunteers were. Indications on the high presence of 

radicalised Canadians, mostly of foreign origins, will also be presented. 



Chapter 4 - W h o  were the volunteers? 

There is a need to comprehend who the volunteers were in order to facilitate the 

search for what motivated them to go to Spain. In this chapter, the make-up of the 

Canadian contingent will be examined with respect to Communist adherence, point of 

origin, immigrant participation and age of the participants. The nature of the Canadian 

contingent and its reIationship to the 1930s will be analysed In taking such an 

approach, the roots of the motives used by the many Caniidians who joined the Brigades 

will be better exposed. 

Some comments on the composition of the Canadian contingent and the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion are first going to be made. It will be demonstrated that 

the ranks of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion were never preponderantly Canadians. 

Secondly, a broad demographic analysis of the Canadian volunteers will be conducteci. 

It will be demonstrated that Vancouver, Winnipeg and Port Arthur citizens as well as 

East European and Scandinavian immigrants to Canada were numerous amongst the 

Canadian volunteers. Thlldly, the age of the Canadian volunteers will be assessed. It 

will be shown that Canadian volunteers were older than what might nomally be 

expected among volunteers for military senice. This analysis is based on primary 

documents that were amassed during and shortly after the war by the Comintern and the 

Friends of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. For this reason, the data has an important 

histoncal value. 

For organisational purposes, the Brigades were divided into language groups. 

Accordingly, as volunteers arrived at the Brigade headquarter in Albacete, they were 
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segregated into Ianguage groups. In the fïrst months of the war, Canadians were put 

into British and American uuits,' The American Abraham Lincoln Battaüon counted in 

its ranks a great number of Canadians during the early months of the war. C-ans, 

however, did not serve exclusively in British, American and later the Canadian-named 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. There were Canadians in speciai units, artillery units, 

intelligence and medical services, transport, aviation, cavairy and co131~~.unications.~ 

Canadians did not all serve in the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. Reciprocaily, the 

members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion were not all Canadians. 

The fact that Canadians were also senring in other fighting groups was 

publicised in The D d y  Clarion on some occasions. It reported on 14 June 1937 that 

there were many Canadians in other mits. Beside a picture, one could read that ''the 

group shown on the lefi is part of the Dixnitroff Battalion in Spain which is made up 

largely of Canadian boys.'" Most of these Canadians were neither attached to the 

American uni& nor the future Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 

In the early months of 1937, the increased influx of Canadians aniving in Spain . 

promoted the idea of creating a Canadian unit According to Howard and Reynolds, in 

1 The English-speaking Brigadiers were grouped into the XVth international Brigades. It dso appears as 
if the French-Canadians and the QuebCcois dso  followed their Canadian counter-parts in the ranks of 
British units. 

William Beeching, Canadian Volunteers S ~ a i n  1916-1939 (Regina 1989), p.140 and Victor Howard 
and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ineau Battalion : the Canadian contin~ent in the S~anish Civil 
War (Ottawa 1986 (1969)), p-157. - 

''Canadians in action in Spain's Front liaes", The Dailv Clarion, 14 June 1937, p.1. Steve Dasovic, a 
Canadian-Croatian firom Vancouver was in the picture. He was killed at the battle of Jarama. Victor 
Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ineau Battalion, p. 242. 



July 1937 the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion was created4 A year later, the Brigades 

were reorganised and were M y  M y  integrated into the Spanish regular army. At 

this point, Spaniards gradually replaced the Arnericam who, so far, had nunerically 

dominateci the battalion. The Mackenzie-Papineau Battaiion was never populated 

preponderantly by Canadians. The idea that the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion was a 

Canadian unit populated in majority by Canadian volunteers is therefore inaccurate. 

Although it is reported in mid-September that there were 870 Canadians fighting in 

Spain, a roster list of the Battalion dated on 13 October 1937 still confirms the numerk 

hegemony of ~mericans? 

TABLE 1 - NATIONAL ORIGM OF 397 MEMBERS OF THE MACKENZIE-PAPINEAU 
BAITALION ON 13113 OF OCTOBER 1937 ROLL-CALL~ 

NATIONALITY NUMBER PERCENTAGE 
American 258 65.0 
Canadian 106 26.7 
Finnish 8 2.1 
Puerto Rican 5 1.3 
Scottish 5 1.3 
British 4 Less than 1 .O 
Polish 2 Less than 1 .O 
Greek 1 Less than 1 .O 
Welsh 1 Less than 1 .O 
Irish 1 Less than 1 .O 
French 1 Less than 1 .O 

4 However, according to The Dailv Clarion the Mackenzie-Papineau Battaiion would have been created 
earlier. On 2 June 1937, on page 1, the paper reported on rnernbers of the "Mackenzie-Papineau 
Bathiion'' in Spain. 

G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Sec& Bulletins: "The De~ression Years. Part IV. 1937" 
pport No. 870,16 September 19371, p.373. 
Canada, Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fond, MG10 K2, 

Fond 545, File List 3, Fiie 508. This roster list has never been published since the fonds was acquired by 
the National Archives of Canada in late summer 1994. It contains iisîs of personnel and statistical 
information on members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion- Among these lists, there is a full list of 
the strength o f  the unit as of 13 October 1937. This'list was used to compile this table. 



Albanian 1 Less than 1.0 
Danish 1 Less than 1.0 
Hungarian 1 Less than 1 .O 
Russian 1 Less than 1 .O 
Chinese 1 Less than 1 .O 
Total: 397 100.0 

Table 1 shows that the Canadians were a minority among the members of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. 

- Because the Mackenzie-Papineau BattaIion was an English-speaking unit, its 

members must all have spoken English. Two Poles were part of the unit in October 

1937. Although two PoLish units existeci, the Dombrowdq and Mickiewicz Battalions, 

they preferred to join the English-speaking Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. It could be 

expected that they lived in an English-speaking country @or to the war, either Canada 

or the United-States. If the Poles had corne fiom the British Isles they wouid have 

either joined the Polish unit or the British one, not the  anad di an.' 

The roster was also taken a month after the start of the Aragon offensive in 

which the Brigadiers suffered high d t i e s .  Casuaity rates among the Brigadiers 

throughout the war were extremely hi&* After the offensive other Canadians replaced 

unit casualties. The number of Canadians among the members of the Mackenzie- 

Papineau may therefore have been increasing in October 1937. 

7 British units were created before Amencari ones. 
* Acwrding to Andreu Castells : "only 3 per cent of Brigadiers m e  through completely unscathed." 
Andreu Castells, Las Brigadas Intemationdes de la Guerra de Espafla (Barcelona 1974), pp.381-83. 
Cited in M.W. Jackson, "The A m y  of Strangers : The International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War", 
in The Australian Journal of Politics and Histow Vol. 32, No. 1, p.113. In a report h m  the "Inspecter 
of the Internationai Brigades", Luigi Gallo, on July 7, 1938, the XVth Brigade had 3219 men. This 
number was decreased to 878 on August 10. This report only confirms the high level of casuaities thaî 



Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds stated that the ratio of Amencan to Canadian 

members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion was 3 to 1 in the early days of the unit. 

They assumed that this ratio was reduced as new Canadian recruits came to s P a g  

implying that Canadians became more important later. It is fair to suppose that the ratio 

of Americans to Canadiam was reduced after the Arag6n offensive. However; as 

figures indicate, Canadians were still not preponderant in the unit 

In June 1938, the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion was composed of three 

companies. Like battalions, the companies were organiseci by points of origin of the 

volunteers. In the Banalion there was a section composed uniquely of Ukrainian- 

Canadians and a section of machine-gunners was constituted of Finns fiom Port 

~rthur." British Columbia lumberjacks dominated another section of the thkd 

company." The next table shows the points of origins of 465 Canadian volunteers. 

CITY NUMBER PERCENTAGE 
Vancouver 124 26.7 
Toronto 114 24.5 
W i p e g  53 11.4 
Montreal 51 11.0 
Port Arthur 51 11.0 
Windsor 15 3 -2 
Hamilton 14 3 .O 
Edmonton 13 2.8 

- - 

was sustained by the English speaking Brigadiers, Canada, Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, The 
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fond, MG10 K2, Fond 545, File List 3, File 508. 
Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pwineau Battalion. p. 1 13. 

'O The c e  of Port Arthur and Fort Wiiliams amalgamated in 1975 to fonn the city of Thunda Bay. 
11 William C. Beeching, Canadian Volunteers. S ~ a i n  1936-39, p.57. 
12 Table taken h m  Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ineau Battalion, p.35. 



~ ~ ~ a r ~  11 2.4 
Regina 10 2.2 
Sudbury 9 1.9 
Totai : 465 100.1 

This chart includes about 'one-third of all the Canadians who volunteered. It 

indicates, among many things, the over-representation of Vancouverians. The town of 

Port Arthur is also over-represented. It had a population much smaller than that of 

Calgary and stül supplied more volunteers. Montréal, the biggest city in Canada at the 

time, supplied the same number of volunteers. 

The table also points to the over-representation of Western Canada Vancouver 

produced more volunteers than Toronto. There were 53 volunteers fiom Winnipeg, 

which' had a popdation of 21 8 785 in 1 935,13 a ratio of volunteers Thhabitant much 

larger than the Toronto or Montréal one. A carefbl analysis must be conducted in 

explainhg these particularities, to avoid the danger of extrapolating negligently. 

In this table there are no indications on how the data was collected. They could 

have been taken fiom one chronologicd cluster. In this case, the over-representation o f  

Port Arthur could be explained. If, a strong campaign took place during a short period 

of t h e  in Poa Arthur, it is probable that many would have been incited to join in one 

single group. Social pressure on other potential volunteers would also have been 

enhanceci by such group action. Therefore recruitment could have taken place a l l  at the 

same time in Port Arthu. We propose another explanation. At the time, it appears that 

Port Arthur's unions were well organised. The Port Worker Union had a strong 

" Dominion Bureau of Statistics, The Canada YW Book : 1936 (Ottawa 1936), p. 125. 
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membership. The highest concentration of Finns in Canada who had clear LeAist 

inclinations was also found in Port ~rt t iur . '~  The Finnish Hall (Fidandia Hall), the 

heart of the Finnish community in Port Arthur, was closely associated with the Finnish 

Organisation and the CPC.'~ There was also a f k l y  large population of Serbs, Croats 

and other Yugoslavs. There was, for example, a Croatian Hail in the city. AU these 

particularities of Port Arthur can serve to explain why many joined the ~ r i ~ a d e s . ' ~  

The city -of Vancouver supplied more than a quarter of the volunteers. This 

over-representation c m  be explaineci by the fact that Vancouver represented a gathering 

place for unemployed Canadians throughout the 1930s. The clement weather helps to 

explain the popularity of Vancouver amongst the unemployed. In tum, as stated above, 

the unemployed, both those who sojounied in work camps and the others, were prime 

targets for the Communist proPaganda'' The wide politicaily inclined audience present 

in Vamuver naturally strongly answered the Communist c d  for recruits during the 

Spanish Civil War. 

14 Satu Repo claims that the Fins in Port Arthur* as in the rest of Canada were politicised to the Left 
because of the following two reasons. First, the work experience of the Finns, mostly in the r e s o m  
sector explains their leftist tendency. Second, the hostility of the Canadian society towards newcomers 
also encourageci them to take a more leftist stand than the rest of Canadians. Satu Repo, "Rosvall and 
Voutilainen: Two Union Men Who Never Died", in Labour/Le travailleur, Vols. 8/9, A u t d S p r i n g  
1981-82, pp.101-102 
15 The Finnish Organisation was first socialist then became associated with the CPC. Author's visit to the 
city of Thunder Bay (Port Arthur) in June 1999. 
l6 Martin Lobigs proposes the explmation that Port Arthur - Fort William was a startïng point for those 
seeking work in the Prairies. When considering the bad shape of the prairie farming during the droughts 
of the mid-1930s, it is unlikely that Port Arthur was a point of transition for those seeking work in the 
Prairies, where work prospects were limited. 
" Manin Lobigs cited an RCMP report where it is stated that "sevenFI-fve per cent of these volunteers 
(country wide) have been on relief prior to their leaving for Europe." Lobigs, is citing RCMP Records. 
File "Recruiting for Spaaish Army (10 October 1936 - 29 August 1979) (RCMP Reports, b$ontreal, 4 
April 1938)." in Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Response b the Mackenzie-Papineau Battaïion, 1936 to 
1939", p.69. 
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Finally, there is a clear preponderance of recruits fiom the West where the CPC 

and the CCF had made considerable gains during the 1930s and in the 1935 federal 

elections. Support for both the CPC and CCF corresponded with support for Spanish 

Republicanism, which was demonstrated by strong volunteering for the Brigades. 

Table 2 supports the assumpttion that there was in Western Canada, in the W i p e g  

region for example, a relatively strong Co~l~llunist and lefüst voice which manifested 

itself in both the elections of 1935 and in its support for the Spanish ~ e ~ u b l i c . '  On the 

contmy* Eastern Cauada did not supply many volunteers as Table 2 points out. lg 

The Canadian contingent was also composed of Canadians of different ethnicity. 

The General Inventory of the Index Card Library of the XVth Brigade, to which most of 

the Canadians were attached, supports this finding. The database contains 825 entries 

listed as '%om Canaday3. The large sample of this database makes it valuable. Among 

the 825 entries, 258 of the Canadians iisted their places of origin as different than 

Canada All must have been immigrants. These data were compiled in the following 

table: 

I8 in the ridbg of Wi&peg North, during the 1935 general elections, the CPC collected 25.4% of the 
votes and was beaten by the CCF. The CPC were aIso strong in the three oîher Winnipeg rinings. Chief 
Electoral Officier, Remrt of the Chief ElectoraI Officier. Eighteenth General Election, 1935 (Ottawa 
1936). James Litterick, a CPC candidate, was also elected to the Manitoba legislative on M y  1936. 
l9 Martin Lobigs supports this finding and assumes that no mon than five enlisted fkom Nova Scotia He 
later comments judiciously that a number of Marithers have eniisted in other parts of Canada. For this 
reason, the total number of recruits coming fkorn Eastern Canada might be higher than the five proposed 
by Lobigs. Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 1939", 
p.68. However, in spite of îhis last comment, the fhct remains that the Maritimes did not supply many 
volunteers. 



T ~ L E  3 - NATIONAL OEUGM OF 258 CANADIANS WHO WERE FROM OUTSIDE  CANADA^' 

CzechosIovakia 16 
Other Slavic origins2' 15 
Ukraine 14 
Yugoslavia 11 
Britain I l  
Scotiand 7 
France 6 
Ausiria 4 
Russia 4 
Sweden 4 
Spain 3 
Ireland 3 
Norway 3 
Switzerland 3 

Gemany 
Denmark 
Mexico 
Lithuania 

Macedonia 
Total 

20 Canada, Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG10 K2, 
Fond 545, File List 6, File 539, "General.inventory of the index Card L&rary of the XVth Brigade, of 
Canadian Nationaiity". This new, previously unutibed source is highly insightfil. it represents a wide 
sampIe of the Canadian volunteers of other nationdity (the word 'hationalidad" or the English word 
nationality was used in the original documents). When compiling this table, only countries different than 
Canada were compiled as of other nationality. Therefore, of the 825 entnes, only 258 birthplaces were 
outside Canada hterestingly, no Americans were listed in the documents. in spite of the fàct that there 
were unit Brigadiers who might have considered themselves Americans. 
*' The locution "Other Slavic ongins" was used since many of the places stated by the volunteers were 
not countnes at the tirne. For example few listed Croatia or Bosnia In order to tighten the table the 
present designation w& use& 



There existed a sirong proportion of volunteers who were fkom Eastern Europe- 

This is  better exemplifiied by re-dividing the above table by regions of origin: 

TABLE 4 - ETHNIC OFUGM OF 258 CANADIANS WHO 
WERE FROM OUTSIDE CANADA BY REGIONS~ - 

REGION NUMBER PERCENTAGE 
Eastern Europe 167 64.7 
Scandinavia 47 18-2 
Western Europe 42 16.3 
Other . 2 0.8 
Total: 258 100.0 

This table visMy puts in evidence the fact that the Canadian immigrants who 

volunteered for service in Spain were mostly fkom Eastern Europe and Scandinavia 

Eastern Europeans and Scandinavians also lived mostiy in the Prairie Provinces. Table 

1 shows that a greater number of Canadian votunteers came fiom Western Canada, 

especially W i p e g .  The City of Winnipeg provided the thud biggest group to the 

Cansdian contingent surveyed by Howard and Reynolds. The two tables show an over- 

representation of Canadian volunteers of othzr ethnicity who lived mostly in the prairie 

provinces. 

The presence of East Europeans and Scandinavians in the Canadian ranks is not 

surprishg. The considerable presence of Eastern Euopeans and Scandinaviztfis can be 

explained by the proxllnity of their homelands to the Soviet Union. Immigrant 

Canadians, who were- fkom neighbouring regions of the USSR, were also the most 

politicised of the Canadians. The Ukrainian-Canadiam were, for example, leaaing 
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more to the left than most of the Cansdians in the 1930s." John Kolasb and Nelson 

Wiseman, who both have studied the Ukrainian-Canadian poiitical life, aiso support this 

assumptiod4 It has also been estimated that Canadian-Ukrainians, Poles a@ Jews 

formed 80 to 90 per cent of CPC memberships? Although this estimate appears 

excessive, it still reflects the high proportion of Eastern European and Jews in the 

CPC's ranks. The same proportion mut  also have been reflected in the ranks of the 

CPC organised contingent to the International Brigades. 

Canadian volunteers were also, with regards to the type of operation they were 

involved, fairly old. Howard and Reynolds who appraised the age of the Canadian 

volunteers stated that Canadian volunteers were older than their brigades' 

counterpard6 One would tend to think that the volunteers were mostly in their 

twenties, so they would be single and without chiidren. However, they were on average 

older than 30 years old. The age of 366 volunteers is reproduced in the following table: 

Canada, Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG10 K2, 
Fond 545, File List 6, File 539, "General hventory of the Index Card Lbrary of the XVth Brigade, of 
Canadian Nationality." 
" For a analysis on the subject see Craig Heron, Labour Movement : A Short History (Toronto L996), 

.6O-61. 
"John Kolasky, The Shattered Illusion: The History of Ulcrainian RoCommunist Orm&mîïons in 
Canada (Toronto 1979), p.13. Nelson Wiseman stated for example that "The Communist vote - 
whatever the ethnicity of the candidate - increased directly in proportion to the number of Ukrainians in 
each poll, a pattern unbroken between the thirties and the fifües." Taken fiom "The Politics of 
Manitoba's Ukraiians Between the Wars", in Lubomyr Luciuk and Stella Hryniuk, Eds.; Canada's 
Minians .  Ne~otiatina an Identitv (Toronto 1982), p.349. 
2~ Ivan Avakumovic, The Communist Party in Canada: A History (Toronto 1975), p.35. T h  Buck 
assumes that: "At the beginning of the 1930s the CPC membership totalled about 2500 to 3000. Of these 
between 900 and 1 0  were ükrainians." T i i  Buck, Thirtv ~ears.  1922-1952 : the story of the 
communkt movement in Canada (Toronto 1952), p. 17. 
26 Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The MackemSe-Pa~ineau Batfalion, p.3 1. 



TABLE 5 - AGE OF 366 CANADIAN VOLUNTEERS WHEN JOMiNG THE BRIGADES~~ 

AGE NUMBER PERCENTAGE 
Younger than 20 years old 8 2.2 
From 20 to 29 years old 1 3 1  35.8 
From 30 to 39 years old 193 52.7 
40 years old and older . 34 9.3 
Total: 366 100.0 

Comparativefy, the age of 334 members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion in 

1 9 3  7 is as follows: 

TABLE 6 - AGE OF 334 MEMBERS OF THE MACKENZIE-PAPINEAU 
BATTALION IN 1 9 3  728 

Younger than 20 years old 1 5  4.5 
From 20 to 29 years old 174 52.1 
From 30 to 39 years old 1 0 6  31.7 
40 years old and older 39 11.7 
Total: 3 3 4  100.0 

The clifference between the data coilected in Tables 5 and 6 can be explained by 

the fact that Americans were in majority in the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 

especially in its fkst  months of existence. For this reason, the average age of the last 

group wouid be lower than the one found in Table 5. The assumption that the 

Canadians were older than other Brigadiers seems to be legitimate, for when 

amalgamauig the average age of Ameicans into the Table 6 samples, the average age 

drops. 

Taken h m  Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, p 3  1. 
Canada, Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, The Mackenzie-Papineau Baaalion Fonds, MG10 K2, 

Fond 545, File List 3, File 509 to 512. 
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The relatively old age of the volunteers in respect to the type of activities they 

were taking part in gives support to the assumption that there was truiy a rise of 

radicalism in 1930s Canada. Volunteering into fighting forces would be commoniy 

associated with younger generations. However, the economic crisis that hit Canada 

particularly aEected the workers. They had lived through the booming twenties and 

were still expecting ample economic growth. Therefore, it would be fair to assume that 

volunteering for Spain was highly affecteci by the communal generation experience of 

the Great Depression. 

This chapter overviewed the characteristics of the Canadian volunteers. It was 

demonstrated that in the mnks of the Canadian contingent there were many immigrant 

Canadians. Within this group, it is clear that there was a preponderance of Eastern 

Europeans and Scandinavians. Canadians coming fiom Vancouver and W 0 i p e g  were 

also nurnerous. Port Arthur, which was relatively smail in size, also supplied many 

volunteers of mostly Finnish origin. The lefüst tendency of the Finns explains their 

strong representation among the Canadian volunteers. Having explored the geneal 

characteristics of the Canadian volunteers, the next chapter will examine the factors that 

motivated them to fight in the Spanish Civil War. 



Chapter 5 - What Motivated the Canadians to Go Fight in Spain? 

Trying to explain why Canadians volunteered to defend Spanish Republicanism 

is an enticing but onerous quest- Many factors of dBerent nature and significance 

innuenced their decisions, The Canadian political, economic and sociai context and the 

personal situation of the volunteers of the time were ail iduential factors. Why they 

volunteered and what their aim was in Spain are both legitimate questions. The aim of 

the volunteers was most importantly built around their perception of the conflict. This 

perception in turn was in most instances constructed by the CPC. The historicai 

context and the factors of personal nature provide an answer as to why they volunteered. 

In order to fully grasp what motivated them in their actions, one must take two 

dif5erent but interrelated approaches. First the historicai context of the 1930s has to be 

analysed to point to general socialisation processes that might have influenced the 

volunteers. Secondly, the influence of factors of a personal nature on the decision of the 

Canadians is also important. Immigrant Canadians were definitely socialised differently 

during the 1930s than Canadian-bom. Their different political baggage interfered with 

their perception of the events in Spain. Their susceptibility to CPC's campaigns or of 

the rightist organisations was similarly influenced. 

The present chapter dissociates the two types of influences, factors of personal 

nature and historical context factors. It wiIl be fïrst demonstrated that the historical 

context of the time the Depression years, had a lasting effect on the Canadian 

volunteers. The Depression years radicaliseci the Canadian political discourse during the 

Civil War. This in turn favoured the CPC propaganda campaign, which was forged on 

two important elements: the need to defeat Fascism in the name of Democracy. Most 
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importantly, in Fascism, the Communists had found a generdy accepted enemy on 

which to form its d t y .  M e r  the rise of Hitler in January 1933 the Comintem had 

realised the gains possible in attacking Fascism. Although Canada's Fascism was not a 

genuine thmit, this policy proved to be effective in Canada, Fascism in Europe, which 

was more and more present during the Depression and the perception that the rebels 

were Fascist provided a definite enemy for the Communist to defeat. Likewise, the July 

rising in Spain definitively gave the Communists a cause to defend that of the 

Democracy. With Fascism as the enemy and Democracy as the fiend, the Con1111Uaist 

propaganda campaign had found a "just cause". Thus, in order to fight Fascism and 

defend Democracy many turned CommUILists and joined the International Brigades. 

Factors of a personal nature were also influential. C o ~ ~ ~ . m î s t s  of pre- 

Depression years joined the Co~rmunist organised Brigades with d.eren t  motivations. 

Their understanding of the issues at risk in Spain was different than that of the group 

who were politically sociaiised during the Depression. These Commmists and oher  

ideologically committed perçons had an antipathy towards Fascism, independently of 

the 1930s era. Similarly, when the rebels rose in Spain, they did not rely on the CPC 

depiction of the rebels to take a stand agakt them and for the Republic. Fightùlg in 

Spain was a personal cornmitment that was not influenced by the CPC propaganda of 

the Depression years. Likewise, the influence of the CPC campaigns on the exiles 

living in Canada was minimal. The personal acqiiaintance of some exiles with either 

Fascist or Communist regimes was a.detemiining factor in their volunteering. 

Personal relationships with volunteers fighting in Spain were also a source of 

motivation for some of the Canadians. They gave them a more intimate perception of 
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the events in Spain. Religion or racial prejudice may also have infiuenced others. The 

presence in Franco's army of Moorish fighters of Muslim faith might have played a role 

in convincing in part some to join the Brigades. Finally other reasons such as financial 

interest or the quest for adventures was also used by a few of the Canadian volunteers. 

The last portion of this chapter will also dissociate the three types of motives 

that characterise the ideological conmitment of the votunteers. The fust type of motive 

is based on the Depression; strong ideological cornmitment represents the second type; 

and the Iast is motivations of other pragmatic nature. 

The circumstances erected by the Depression were crucial in influencing many 

to join the Brigades. The Depression àad nourished the nse of radicaiism in Canada. 

The action of the Canadiaas who volunteered to go fight in Spain was a by-product of 

the Depression. Although the semantic used by the Canadian volunteers in descnbing 

the events in Spain and jwtï@hg their volunteering correlates to the European 

discourse of the time, they were not directly affected by the ideological debates of the 

left and right than during the Depression. The Canadians who joined the International 

Brigades were sharply and in most cases unconsciously influenced by the Depression. 

Similarly, poor economic conditions also contributec! to increase the size of 

Franco's arrny. Maria Rosa de Madariaga, who examined the intervention of Moorish 

troops in the Spanish Civil Wat, believes that poor harvest in the Rif during the war 

contrîbuted to the recruitment of Moorish troops into the rebel forces.' Soldier' salary 

was a good substiîute for the decrease of income in Morocco. This sirnilarity between 

' Maria Rosa de Madariaga, "The Intervention of Moroccan Troops in the Spanish Civil War: A 
Reconstruction", in E u r o m  Historv Ouarterlv, Vol. 22, 1992, p.79. 
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the effect of the Depression on Canadian volunteers and the poor harvest in Morocco is 

however generalising. It does not imply, as it is going to be discussed later, that the 

salary offered to Spanish regdar soldiers was an important motivating factor for 

Canadians. The Life conditions of the Rif, the actual presence of Moonsh m i t s  in the 

Spanish army prior to the war and the increase in recniitment versus iliegal recruitment 

into a foreign army are aLl factors which cleariy dissociate the Canadian and Moroccan 

intervention. 

The ideological overtone of the discourse of the Canadian volunteers is 

misleading. It wrongly indicates a strong ideological cornmitment to radical ideas, 

especidy anti-Fascism. Only a small nurnber of 

ideologically committed enough to defend Spanish 

International Brigades. 

Canadian volunteers were strongly influenced 

the Canadian volunteers were 

Republicanism by joining the 

by the campaigns of the CPC. 

Many reasons explain this influence. The CPC had the monopoly in organisiag the 

recruitment for the International Brigades in Canada It also controlled most of the 

Republican support in Canada. The Friends of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion and 

the Cornmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy were both dominated by Communists. There 

was little room for Republican supporters not to relate to the CPC. Most of the 

Canadian volunteers formed their judgement on Spain and its political history through 

the CPC press and campaigns. Except in Québec, where events concerning the Catholic 

Church in Spain were publicised, most Canadians knew ody little about M e  in Spain 

prior to the July rising. 
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The Canadian contingent was therefore dominated by Communist cardholders. 

There were also numerous Canadian Communist party members in the Mackenzie- 

Papineau Battalion. The majority of the Baitalion were members of the CPC and the 

Communist Party of the United States of America (CPUSA). This Ming is supported 

by a report of the Historical Commission of the International Brigades. In August 1937, 

in an effort to amass data for an historicd work on the Brigades, the Commission 

requested that the members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battaiïon answer a 

Their place of birth, their political aniliations, the year they joined their 

political affiliations and what motivated them to join the Brigades were amongst the 

questions asked. Among the 398 Canadian brigadiers who answered the questionnaire 

250 (62.8%) of them were Cornmunists. There were also 53 members of the Young 

Communist League (YCL). 

It appears that the international Brigades a~thonty set-up an Historical Commission. Details on its 
creation, its members and activities are limited. It is assumed, for example, that Frank Ryan, who edited 
the Book of the XVth International Br&& was on the Commission. Of the questionnaires themselves, 
nothing is known beside the fact that they were filled out by 729 members of the Mackenzie-Papineau 
Battaiion in the month of August 1937. What was the proportion of Canadians or Arnencans in the unit 
at the time is wiknown. In the fond, the questionnaires were grouped into four diflerent Reels, Surnames 
A to E, F to L, M to R and S to 2. A more profound analysis of these questionnaires could still be 
conducted in order to highlight other characteristics of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion members. 



TABLE 7 - YEAR CANADIAN VOLUNTEERS 
JOMED THE CPC AND THE YCL~ 

YEAR OF YCL CPC 
1917 . o4 1 

Total : 53 250 

Both figures refiect the prirnacy of Caaadian Communists over non-Communists in the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion. 

Some historians and veterans of the Spanish Civil War believe that International 

brigadiers were in majority CommUUsts. Earl Browder, the leader of the CPUSA, 

claimed that 60% of all Brigadiers were Communists. He also believed that 

Communists mut  have domiaated the Canadian contingent due to the aggressiveness of 

The questionnaires were hand-fille& For this reason, it was a laborious task to compile this table which 
should be used as an indication only of the strength of Communism arnong the volunteers. Also, when 
using these statistics one must be careful. Many entries indicated that they were both members of the 
CPC and YCL. Therefore adding 250 and 53 would be misleading. This table gives only the absolute 
number of members of both the CPC and the YCL. "Detaiied questionnaires of the Historical 
Commission of the International Brigades," Canada, Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie- 
Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File listing 3, File 509 to 512. 
' The number O indicates either that then were no volunteers who joined the YCL or the CPC in thaî ycar 
or that there was no case reported in the sample use& 
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the recruitment Campaign conducted by the CPC throughout the 1930s.~ Len 

Levenson, also a veteran of the ~ackenzie-~a~ineau, stated that 63.0% of the American 

members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion were either members of the CPUSA or 

the YCL! It is clear that there was a high proportion of Cornmunisi cardholders in the 

International Brigades. 

The connection made between the high proportion of Communist members and 

what motivated so many to join the Republican fight in Spain is sül precarious. Since 

the recruitment in Canada was dominated by the CPC, it is undersiandable that many of 

those who volmteered for the Brigades would also have joined the CPC. However, was 

their wii l  to stop the perceived rebel Fascists greater than their wili to propagate the idea 

of Cormnunism? Was the advancement of Communism in Spain a motivating factor 

used by the CPC to r e h t  volunteers? Cor~munism wrongly defines the political 

inclination- of the volunteers. Anti-Fascism and the exigency of defending Spanish 

Democracy were what primarily motivated many to go fight in Spain. Anti-Fascist or 

the Popular Front political label wodd better describe their political inclination. The 

primary reason why many joined the party was because it had clearly and strongly taken 

an anti-fascist stand in the summer of 1935. Ifthe platform of the CPC had not taken an 

anti-Fascist direction in the mid-1930s, most of them would have rehined fkom joining 

the Party. Anti-Fascism, not Communism, was therefore the driving force of rnost of 

those who joined the par& at this time. 

5 Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ineau Battalion : the Canadian contingent in the 
S~anish Civil War (Ottawa 1986 (1969)), pp.35-36. 

William C. Beeching, Canadian Volunteers S~ain. 1936-1 939 (Regina 1989). p. 10. 
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The Comintern in organising the International Brigadiers did not have the goal 

of startiug a revolution in Spain. Considering that 28.8% of al1 Canadian volunteers 

who were members of the CPC joined in the year 1936, which represents the highest 

recruitment ratio for a year, it could be a r g d  that the war helped attract people to the 

The political agenda of the CPC at the tirne never promoted the idea of using the 

Spanish Civil War as a breeding ground for the revolution. In fact, the sprhg fighting 

of 1937 in Barcelona forcefblly indicates the opposite. The will to stop the Rebels was 

what attracted many Canadian Communists to volunteer. Their joining of the CPC was 

most importantly reflective of their will to confiront Fascism not to start a Revolution. 

Fuahermore, assuming that the Canadian volunteers were Cornmunists does not 

imply that they were strong ideological disciples, especially in the revolutionary sense. 

Due to the volatility of the Communist doctrine of the 1930s, a wide range of political 

activists could proclairn themselves Comunists. Following the Comintem's line, the 

CPC had advocated closer relations with other anti-Fascist groups. For this reason, on 

numerous occasions, the CCF was approached. In spite of the poor success of the 

Popular Front tactic at the leadership level, it d l  promoted a wider acceptance of the 

CPC among the wide range of Canadians of centrelefi orientation. It encouraged many 

to join the ranks of the CPC and those of its affiliated organisations. 

Hazen Sise, who accompanied Dr. Bethune in Spain, also supports the 

assumption thrit the level of acceptame of Communism in the Brigades was not as fim 

as what the figures might indicate. After a few months in 

conclusion that the anti-Fascist will of the Brigadiers was the 

Spain, he came to 

primary motivation 

the 

for 

' For details on the source of this percentage see table 7. 



joining the Brigades. In a letter to his Aunt Elsie, Sise states that it is mistaken to 

believe that Cornmunism was a strong driving force amongst the brigadiers: 

It has fiequently been alieged that the International Brigades are 
about 99% Communist, Of Course this is just as sUy as most of the 
other Stones you hear. That there are a large number of Communists 
arnong them 1 have no doubt. [...] But 1 doubt if their proportion is ever 
above 40% even in the "reddest" units.* 

In another letter, Sise restates that the fact of holding a CPC membership card did not 

make one a revolutionary Communist. Sise also cited for example the case of Norman 

Bethune. Bethme, according to Sise, although a member of the CPC was never truly a 

Communist in the Marxist-Leninist or the Stalinist way. He was, however, strongly 

anti-Fascist. The CPC leader T h  Buck also stated in 1952 that the members of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion "were not dl members of the Communist Party or the 

Young Communist ~ea~ue".~ Pat Sullivan, a veteran, also cl-s that many Canadians 

were touched and impressed by the action taken by the Communists in the 1930s. 

However, the CPC had more syrnpathisers than members. 'O 

The unit was not solely Communist. It was CommUDist-led and organise& and 

the Communists held the majority of the high ranking positions. Officers of the 

8 Brackets used in the original. Extract h m  a letter of Sise to his aunt Elsie, 31 July 1937. Canada, 
Ottawa, National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Collection, MG30 E 173, Volume 
4. 
Tim Buck, Thirtv Years 1922-1952: The Son,  of the Cornmunist Movement In Canada (Toronto 1952),- 
p.124. Buck also acknowIedged the role of the Communists in organising the International Brigades. 
"The International Brigade was made up of people who were not necessarily Party members, but almost 
anybody who came fiom abroad. As a matter of fact the International Brigade came to include people 
who never had been near the Party- But because of its on'gin, and the rote the communist parties of 
different corntries played in forming it, 1 think it's necessary to acknowledge that by and large the drivhg 
force and the organizaîion was by the Communists in it? William Beeching and Phyliis Clarke, eds., 
Yours in the St rude : Reminiscences of Tim Buck (Toronto 1977), p.266. 
'O Legion, June 1986. 
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Brigades were al1 Communist members. The Brigadiers were not al1 Cornmunists but 

a&-Fascist and accepted the Communist leadership of the Brigades. 

The line between ' h e "  Communist and "anti-Fascist" Communkt is thin. For 

most of the volunteers the ideological dïerence between Communism and a d -  

Fascism was blurred and equivocal. The CPC campaigns had constructed most of their 

knowledge of Fascism. Also, typical Comrnunist theoretical debates were not of 

primary concem for most of the volunteers. For both reasons, Canadian volunteers 

accepted the Communkt label of the need to fight Fascism, 

Hywel Francis in his study of the Welsh volunteers concludes that: ''whether a 

Welsh volunteer had a clearly de- political motive for joining the International 

Brigades or not, the strongest detennining factor in the response to the situation in 

Spain was the ewnomic condition of Welsh society in the 1930s."" The cceconomic 

condition of the Canadian society on the 1930s" had a similar effect on the Canadian 

volunteers. 

Ron Liversedge, a Canadian veteran, describes the politicai and economic 

situation of the 1930s in Cam& that encouraged many to join the ranks of the Brigades: 

1 think that the terrible Me of the Canadian unemployed during 
the depression of the thirties, the box cars, the flop houses, the 
demonstrations for relief, seeing the police clubbing men, women and 
even children unconscious on the city street for asking for food, the 
twenty-cent-a-&y slave camps, the On-to-Ottawa-Trek, al1 this had 
conditioned the men who volunteered to go to Spain to make the decision 
without much soul searching12 

" Hywel Francis, 'The Background and Motives of Welsh Volunteers in the International Brigades, 
1936-193Sn, p.103. 
'' Wüliam C. Beeching, Canadian Volunteers. p.8. 



The idea that the Depression produced an impetus for joining the Communist 

Party and the Brigades is supported by two Amencan volunteers. According to Joe and 

~ e ;  Gordon, no one went to Spain because he had joined the CP; rather both actions . 

had the same impulse.13 They both believe that what motivated many was the political 

and economic atmosphere of the 193 Os. 

The hatred of Fascism shown by the Colll~llunists was a crucial factor in 

recruiting the volunteers. We assume that anti-Fascism - CPC constructed - was the 

major and in many cases the only reason one supported the Communists. Reciprody, 

Fascism, which was defhed by the CPC and the Comintern was also used to describe a 

wide range of rightist  organisation^.'^ Therefore, most of the Canadians, in their 

support of the Communists, went to Spain to connont what they perceived as Spanish 

Fascism. The answers gathered by the Historical Commission of the International 

Brigades (HCIB) questionnaire corroborate this assumption. Anti-Fascism was the 

major reason given by the Canadians when questioned on what were their motivating 

factors in joining the Brigades. The statement '30 destroy Fascism" or other similar 

strong ad-Fascist staternents were found in approximately haif of al1 the Canadian 

volunteers who answered the questions in the HCIB B. Alksnis fiom 

'' Daniel Czitrom, "Volunteas for Likrty: Letters fiom Joe and Leo Gordon7', in Massachusetts 
Reviews, Vol. 25, No. 3, I9û4, pp.348. 
14 George Dimitrov clearly defined Fascism as the enemy to fight in the his pamphlet War Aeainst 
Fascism. Although Fascism itself was never clearly defined, it was used mostly to categories one's 
enerny. Franco, for the Comintem and the PCE was one of hem- 
" An approximation is used since a few of the questio~aires could hardly be deciphered because of the 
poor ink used on the original which was not showing enough of the original hand writing on the 
microfilm. Bad handwriting was also an obstacle m trying to conclude with specific percentage. The 
nature of the amwer, which favoured long answers, also does not accommodate the use of rigid statistical 
analysis. "Detailed questionnaires of the Historicd Commission of the International Brigades." Canada,- 
Oüawa, 'National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File 
listing 3, File 509 to 5 12. 
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Lethbridge, Alberta answered that he went to Spain "To defend international democracy 

fiom international fascism." Peter Demianchuk fiom Fernie, British Columbia 

responded with: "To assist the Spanish workers in defeating fascism." Martii Hernan 

Piïlo, fkom Silver Mountain, Ontario, answered with 'Tight for democracy and defeat 

fascism". Roaald Liversedge, from Vancouver who later wrote on the On-to-Ottawa 

Trek, justifiecl his volunteering by answering that '? considered that it was a chance to 

fight fascism in a more tangible form." The anti-Fascist sentiment was clearly 

dominant amongst the Canadian volunteers. 

Approximately half of the Canadian volunteers also made the co~ec t ion  

between fighting Fascism and fighting for ~ e r n o c r a c ~ . ' ~  Edwin Ackman, when asked 

what had motivated him to go to Spain, answered that he wanted to "Fight for 

Democracy". Joseph Henry Bélanger fiom Winnipeg wrote "To Save world 

democracy". Steve Hasiuk fkom Montréal declared that he wanted "To açsist the 

Spanish workers in fight for democracy". A.J. Sipponen fiom Poa Arthur answered to 

"Fight for the democracy of the people of the world". Howard G. Moore fkom Toronto 

responded with "To Aid Spanish Democracy". The link between fighting for 

Democracy in Spain and fighting against Fascism is clearly made. The Canadian 

volunteers believed that this goal was their fighting cause. Although Democracy was 

losing ground in the inter-war penod, it was still perceived as a just cause to defend. 

In the new wartime CPC campaign of 1936, the need to defend Spanish 

Democracy with uni@ had become the Trojan horse of the Party. The need for mity 



was justified by the fact that the Spanish Right and International Fascism threatened the 

legally elected Republican Governent (which had smaiI but actual support fiom 

Spanish ~ommuaists).~~ The defence- of the Spanish Republic became an essentid 

target for the CPC, which conducted an even more aggressive campaign for unity. The 

Spanish Civil War represented a tangible occasion where the policy of unity was used to 

defend democratic rights. 

The Communist success in radicalking the voIunteerS' discourse and perception 

can be found in the wording used by the volunteers. Although they were going to fight 

the rebels, they were illustrating their notives with strong ideologically tinted words. 

Having all answered with "going to fight for the Republic" or "going to fight Franco" 

would have better descnbed their endeavour. However, as the Communîst propaganda 

depicted the rebels as Fascists, the volunteers also described the confïict in antithetical 

terms. Although the Spanish conflict, like al1 civil wars, could in fact merely be 

described in black and white terms, the Communists used h language in describing 

the Spanish events. The polarisation process, which occurred in Europe in the inter-war 

penod, was consequentiai to Spanish destiny. This same process successfùlly dragged 

many Canadians into using radical wording when describing events that were far less 

radical than the tone employed to describe them.'* 

l6 '?)etaileci questionnaires of the Historical Commission of the hternational Brigades." Canada, Ottawa, 
National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File Iisthg 3, 
File 509 to 5 12. 
l7 The expression "International Fascism" was abundantly used yet not clearly defined by the 
Communists. 
18 It was not the objective of this thesis to demonstrate that the Rebels were not Fascists or that the 
Republican camp was not Communist. Such a conclusion could be the aim of a whole other thesis in 
itself, 
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The comection made between the rebel forces and Fascism can also be 

explainecl, as stated earlier, in more pragmatic terms. By virtue of the alliance of 

Franco's forces with Fascist States, they were themselves depicted as Fascist Although 

there is ground for argument on the true ideological commitment of Franco and his 

forces for Fascism, the connotation was made at the time and accepted by most 

opponents of the rebels. ClassXying Franco as Fascist was part of the propaganda tools 

used by the CPC. The Fascist designation did not come fiom Franco himself but rather 

fiom his opposing camp. In fact, Franco, for the fkst months of the war, never 

proclaimed himself openly a Fascist The Falange Espdola party of José Antonio 

Primo de Rivera - the son of the former dictator General Miguel Primo de Rivera - was 

officially associated with the Nationalist Junta only later in the war, when Franco 

needed a political agenda Ig 

The strong ideological overtone of the Spanish conflict was highly influenced by 

the Eutopean context of the tirne. On the one side, Gennans, ItaLians and the rebels 

called for halting the advancement of Communism in Spain. On the other side, the 

Republicans were urging Spaniards and non-Spaniards to join them in their fight against 

Fascism, the same Fascism that mïght be at the doors of Paris or London if not stopped 

in Madrid. Dolorès barnin, who was a member of the CPE and the Cortés, cded on 

the British and French people using the following justification: "Stop the bombs on 

Madrid and Barcelona or they may f d  on London and ~aris".~' Canadians might also 

have responded to this call even if Fascism was less likely to reach Ottawa than 

19 It is also known that both Hitler and Mussolini urged Franco to adopt a clear political agenda by opedy 
associating his movernent to Fascism. 



European ~ a ~ i t a l s . ~ '  The CPC used this image to promote its anti-Fascist stand. In 

October 1936, The Dailv Clarion showed a picture of a "Fascist Gangster" fiom 

Monaéal who was shaking hands with an officer fiom "Spanish ~ascisrn".~ The 

Clarion promoted the idea that Fascism was a direct threat to Canada On 1 1 September - 
a 

1937 it reported that ''Hitler's agents Invade Canada" and called "On Guard Canadians! 

The spider's web covers the ~ o r l d ! " ~  Again later in March 1938 it wamed Canadians 

against Mussolini's agents working in  anad da*^ As stated earlier, in spite of the fact 

that Canadian Fascist organisations were not a cause of great danger, the CPC utilisai 

this threat in its propaganda campaigns. Charles Campbell, a labourer fkom Hamilton, 

Ontario when asked what had motivated him to join the Brigades answered that he was 

motivated by : "A desire to accept [sic] in defeating fascisrn in Spain before it 

developed in canada.'" This case illustrates that Canadian volunteers were responsive 

to the idea that Fascism might develop in Canada 

F M y ,  some volunteers may have responded with their desire to fight Fascism 

because of the suitability of the answer. One British volunteer admitteci that he '2ised 

the slogans of anti-fascism to fend off awkward questions about his motivation in 

20 Micheal Alpert, A New International Histow of the S~anish Civil War (New York 1994), p.3 1. 
21 The Canadian p e t  Margaret Day also promoted the idea that Spanish events were a direct thrit to 
Canada. In "Ode to Spring, 1937'' she fhishes with the lines: 

While h o h r  whistles clown in Spain 
Who can announce Canadian spring? 

For a fiill copy of the poem see appendix E. Taken fiom Nicola Vulpe, ed., Seded in Stmmzle: Canadian 
Poetrv & the S~anish Civil War: An Antholow (Tenerife 1993, p. 104. 
a The Daih Clarion, 27 October 1936, p.4. 

The Dailv Clarion, 1 1 September 1937, p2. 
'' UMussolini's fascist nehuork operates thmughout Canada", n i e  Dailv Clarioq 3 March 1938, p. 1. 
25 "Detaiied questionnaires of the Historicai Commission of the Intemational Brigades." Canada, Ottawa, 
National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File Iisting 3, 
File 509 to 512. 



vol un tee^^.^^^ Weak ideological understanding by sorne volunteers might account for 

ushg d i s  jusfification. Due to the volaqity of the Commimist doctrine in the mid- 

1930s, it would be understandable that anti-Fascism was used to describe the motives of 

the Canadian volunteers as it appeared to be an assured and strong cornmitment of the 

C O I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ S ~ S . ~ ~  

What motivated the volunteers to go fight in Spain can also be explained in less 

political terms. In the propaganda of the tirne, images were often used to describe the 

fight against Fascism. Words such as L ' ~ ~ a d e ' '  or "good brave causey' were used to 

produce images of the conflict in Spain. The images used in the First World War were 

again utilisecl to descnbe the Spanish Civil War. The Madrid fighting was soon referred 

as the "Spanish ~erdun"? George Orweil, who fought in a ~ o u r n i d ~  unit during the 

early months of the war, described the conflict as a "good brave ca~se~'.~' In his 

acclaimed novel on his Spanish experience during the war, he stated that: 

If you had asked me why 1 had joined the d i a ,  1 should have 
answered: to fight against Fascism, and if you had asked me what 1 
was fighting for, 1 should have answered: common d e ~ e n c ~ . ~ '  

Common decency supports the created image of crusaders going to fight for the 

good of the Spanish people. Robert Rosenstone who wote on the history of the Lincoln 

Battalion, entitled his work Crusade of the Left: The Lincoln Battalion in the S~anish 

26 Peter EIstob, Spanish Pnsoner (London 1939), p.23. Cited in M.W. Jackson, "The Army of Strangers: 
The Internaîional Brigades in the Spanish Civil War", in The Australian Journal of Politics and Histow, 
Vol. 32, No. 1, pp, 107-108. 

Even so, this would be proven mong with the signing of the Non-Aggression Pact between Moscow 
and Berlin a few years later. 

Émile Temime, "Le mythe et la &lit&', in Carlos S m o ,  ed., Madrid 1936-1939 : Un peu~le  en 
résistance ou I'~DoD& ambigue, p.23. 

Member of the ~rotskyist or anti-Stalinist Party o f  Spain (Partido O b m  de Unifiaci& Marxista). 
David Cairns and Richard Shaun, "No G d  Brave Causes? The Alienatd intellectual and the End of 

Empire", p. 195. 
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Civil ~ a r ? ~  This title refïects the image that was portrayed to the volunteers in the 

Communist propaganda. Peter Carroll, an American historian, entitled h h  book The 

Udyssey of the Abraham Lincoln Brieaciersicl: Amerïcans in the Spanish Civil ~ a r ? ~  

Biil Alexander, a British veteran entitled bis book: British Volunteers for Liberty: S ~ a i n  

1 936-1 939.'4 These images were also portrayed in The Daily Clarion. In January 193 7 

it could be read in The Daily Clarion that "the International Brigade is composed of 

volunteers fiom every land who have come to Spain to enter the stniggle against the 

fascist swarms, to preserve ~iberty."~ It was stated later in the same journal that the 

International Brigades "'have been called the fïrst tme army since the s rusa des.''^ 

Words such as Liberty, Odyssey and Crusade must have been used by the volunteers to 

jusw their participation in the Spanish conflict Because of the weight of the 

semantics used to describe the Spanish conflict in ideal te-, some potential volunteers 

must have been impelled to join the Brigades. 

Idealisrn is also responsible for having incited many French Anarchists to go 

fight in Spain. According to David Berry: "Ils sont partis combattre emporté par la 

fougue de leur tempérament et de leur idéal...yy37 The Spanish Civil War provided a 

good oppoxtunity for anarchists as well as anti-Fascist Communïsts to promote their 

ideals. More than being an incentive for the CPC to recruit volunteers, the Spanish 

3' George Orwell, Homape to Catalonia (Landon 1978), p.47. 
" Robert A. Rosenstone, Crusade of the Lefk The Lincoln Batialion in the S~anish Civil War (Boston 
1980). 
33 Peter N. Carroll, The Odyssey of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade: Amencans in the S~anish Civil War 
(Stanford 1994). 
Y Bill Alexander, British Volunteers for Liberty Spain 1 936- 1 939 (London 1982). " Tbe da il^ Clarion, 9 January 1937. 
" The DaiIv Clarion, 21 January 1937. 
37 David Bercy, "French Anarchists in Spain, 1936-1939", in French Histow Vol. 3, No. 4, 1989, p.433. 
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Civil War might have fostered some Canadians to join the Brigades in order to advance 

their own ideals. However, due to the discipline and the strong ideologicai commitment 

of the leaders of the CPC, it is unlikely that one would have been alIowed to 

the ideais already promoted in the party campaigns. 

As demonstrated, the Depression lowered the living standard 

go against 

of many 

Canadians, However, the Depression did more than to lower the living standard, it left 

many Canadians in search of a better world. According to George Orwell, the Spanish 

Civil War answered %e need for something to believe in".'* Although Orwell did not 

directly blame the Depression, he strongly believed that a void existed in the 1930s. The 

weak political positions of govemments and inteilectuals in finding solutions to the 

Depression led many to believe in something else, which represented hop. The fight 

against Spanish Fascism embodied such hop.  

The Depression surely had a crucial role in altering the Canadian volunteers' 

mindset. It onented their perception of the events happening in Spain using the 

wordhg of the Depression. They were especially those who were pol i t idy socialised 

during the 1930s. Their own political thinking was congruent with this period. 

Although the Canadian volunteers appeared to be an ideologically homogeneous group, 

some were distinct fiom the group. The factors which motivated them to go to Spain 

were not produced by the Depression years. Pre-1930 Canadian Communists were 

among this group. The primary motivating factors of this second group were of 

personal nature, not contextual to the 1930s. 

pp 

31 David Cairns and Richard Shaun, "No Good Brave Causes? The Alienated ïntellectual and the End of 
Empire", in Litexahire and History, Vol. 14, No. 2, 1988, p.195. 



Long-time CPC mernbers of strong Communist faith may have been personally 

encouraged to join the Brigades to defend the new Communist fighting cause. 

Communists, intellectuals and strongly politicised people were among the ranks of this 

group. Anti-Fascism might have been the major reason why they went to Spain, but 

they did not need any connection between their perception of Fascism in Spain and the 

economic well-bekg of Canada for them to volunteer. Among this group, some must 

have been influenced by the humanitarian action of Dr. Norman Bethune. Strong 

humanitarian sentiments would have incited part of this group to volunteer. 

The CPC's party discipline might also have impelled a few of the leading CPC 

rnembers to join the Brigades. According to Randy Ervin, the party line did push 

certain members to go fight in sPaidg In doing this research, no indication that any 

members of the CPC were urged to volunteer were f ~ u n d . ~ ~  In Britain, there i s  only one 

known case. McLaurin, who was a member of the British C o ~ l l ~ l l ~ s t  Partyy was asked 

by the leadership of the party to volunteer because of his knowledge of rna&ine-gun 

However, because of the scarcity of sirnilar cases, it is fair to assume that no 

member or just a few were asked to join the Brigades. On the contrary, the CPC might 

have dis~uraged a few of its members, because of the numericd scarcity of leading 

members. The CPA is known to have refused applicants who were considered to be 

39 Randy Gibbs Ervin, "The Men of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion: A case study of the involvement 
of the Intemationai Communkt Movernent in the Spanish Civil war", p.42. 
" The author of CMada's Partv of Socialism, p. 127, suggests the opposite. This author instead suggests 
that "the party lost a large section of its cadre in Spain". The author's assumption is not well 
substantiated and is dubious. 
" Biii Alexander, British Volunteers for Libertv. Spain 1936-39, p34. 



more useful by staying in Australia than by going to spaid2 Tne Communist Party of 

Great Britain was also faced with the problem of having to retain its members at home 

to organise the recnutment campaign. Due to its slender resources it could not a o r d  to 

send the bulk of its members to s ~ ~ ~ I L ~ ~  No Canadian Cornmunists, or just a few, were 

therefore urged to volunteer for Spain. 

Another group was also distinctly motivated to go to Spain. Canadians of other 

origins were moved by different or additional motives to j ob  the Brigades. The 

Canadian contingent was composed of many naturalised Canadians. The past 

experiences of this group were much different than those of the Canadian-born. It must 

have shaped their perception of the confiict in Spain differently, as their vision of the 

world was different. 

Hugo Lehtowirtha [spelling uncertain] a Finnish miner fiom South Porcupine, 

Ontario answered that he volunteered for the Brigades because he wanted: "to avenge 

the murder of E s ]  sister and others (Revolution in  inl land).'" Another Caoadian 

volunteer of Finnish origin used his own experience with the Russo-Fnnish war of 19 18 

to j e  his enrolment. In 1918, he had supported the Commwist take over. In 1936 

now a Canadian, he was again ready to support Communist actions?' 

Ukrainians who moved to Canada may also have been more inclined to 

Communist ideas. The Ukrainians who had lived through the short-lived independence 

42 Diane Menghetti got this information h m  an Auçtralian volunteer, Jim Henderson, with whom she 
had a conversation in July 1979. Diane Menghetti, 'Worth Queensland Anti-Fascism and the Spanish 
Civil War", in Labour Historv, Vol. 42, 1982, p.66. 
43 Bill Alexander, British Volunteers fo Li'berty. Spain 1936-39, p. 141. 
* ''DetaiIed questionnaires of the Historical Commission of the International Brigades." Canada, Otiawa, 
National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File listing 3, 
File 509 to 512. 



of the Ukraine, which was granted by the Bolsheviks in 1 9 18, had a different perception 

than the Canadians. They had fïrst experienced Cofll~unism. According to Konstantin 

Olynyk, a Canadian volunteer of Ukrainian ongin, he was "largely influenced by his 

personal experiences as a mernber of the Ukrainian minority in Bukovina under 

Romanian ndministrati~n.'~ The politics of the Bolsheviks in Soviet Russia might have 

fostered Ukrahian-Canadians to take a positive stand towards Communism, thus later 

joining the Brigades. 

There existed a strong Ulaainian response to the CPC campaigns. In an RCMP 

report, dating back to 16 September 1936, it is stated that there existed a split between 

Ukrainian leaders following the United Front policy of the Co~lll~lunists and the 

Nationalist Leaders. The leaders of the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood attacked the 

Co~fl~llunist elements in the Ukrainian Labour Farmer Temple Association for "their 

efforts to achieve a United Front among Ukrainians in Canada and in the Old 

~ountry."' Lary Prokop, who has written on the history of the Ukrainian-Canadians, 

supports the idea that many Ukrainians joined the brigades. He commented th& ''over 

one thud of the members of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion in Spain were members 

of the ULFTA.'*~ The Ukrainian-Canadians were surely responding to the c d  of the 

CPC. SXmilarly the Poles or the Finns might have become sympathetic to Communkt 

'' Randy Gibbs Ervin, "The Men of the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion'', p26. 
46 Konstantin Olynyk is cited in Myron Momryk, "'For Your Freedom and For Ours' Konstantin (Mike) 
Olynyk, A Ukrainian Volunteer From Canada in the Intemational Brigades" in Canadian Ethnic Studies, 
Vol. XX, NO. 2, 1988, pp. 132-133. 
''~re~oxy S. Kedey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Sec* Bulletins: The De~ression Years. Part 111% 
1936, peport No. 832, 16 September 19361, p.39 1. 
4% Lary Prokop, "National Dilemma", in Canadian Tniune, 8 October 1990. Cited in Martin Lobigs, 
"Canadian Reponses to the Macke~e-Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 1939", p.105. 



ideas. Theù motivations to juin the Brigades were difEerent than that of other 

Canadians. 

According to M.W. Jackson, 'Lthe most obvious motivation among the 

Brigadiers was that of the exiles.'dg He believes that the people who had been exiled 

fkom Germany, M y ,  Hungary, Poland and elsewhere saw the Spanish Civil War as 

their chance to fight Fascism. Pre-eminent Sociaiists, Communists and others who had 

lived Fascism were more inched to join the Brigades. The Italian Socialist Randolfo 

Pacciardi's comment, %e road to Rome is through Madrid", sums up very well the 

thought of some the exiles?0 

The anti-Semitism of Nazi Germany mobilised a few Brigadiers. BU Alexander 

assumes that the London Fascist group of Oswald Mosley af5ected British opinion." 

Accordingly, the raids exercised by Mosley's group on the London Jews initiated many 

British to the danger of ~ascism? Some British or Canadian Jews might have 

responded by joining the ~ r i ~ a d e s ? ~  There exists no clear estimate on the number of 

Canarlian Jews who volunteered. Although some Jews, when answering the KCIB 

" M.W. Jackson, "The Amy of Strangers: The International Brigades in the Spanish Civil Wa?, in - 
A u d i a n  Journal of Politics and H i s t o ~  VOL 32, NG. 1, p.109. . 
50 Randolfo Pacciardi, II Baîiadione Garibaldi (Lugano 1938), p 2 .  Cited in M.W. Jackson, "The Army 
of Strangers: The International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War", op. cit., p.109. 
5 1 Bill Alexander, British Vohnteers fo Li'bertv. Silain 1936-39, p.30. 
52 Numerous Jews were members of the International Brigades. John Gerassi, a Jewish veteran of the 
American Abraham Lincoln Battalion stated that "no less than 46% [of the North American volunteers] 
were Jewish". John Gerassi, "Jewish Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade", in Shmate, Vol. 1, No. 
5, 1983, p.6. See also his oral history book: The Premature Antihcists (New York 1986). Alberto 
Fernandez and Josef Toch who have written on the history of the in the Brigades also made some 
assumptions on the number of Jews fighting in Spain. Femandez supposeci that there was more than 8000 
Iews in the Brigades and Josef Toch assumed that there were slightly less than 8000. Alberto Feniandeg 
"Judios en la guerra de EspafIa", in Tiemm de Historia (Madrid), No, 10, 1975, p. 5ff. and Josef Toch, 
"Juden im Spanischen Krkg 193601939", in Zeitaeschichte (Vienna), Heft 7, April 1973, pp. 157-170. 
Both are cited in Arno Lustiger, "Germa. and Awttian Jews in the International Brigade", in Leo Baeck 
ïnstitute Year Book XXXV, 1990, p.298. 
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questionnaire, have listed their ori- as Jews, it is assumeci that not al1 did. Therefore 

the few names found in the HCIB questionnaire could be misleading. 

Canadian volunteers dso had other pragmatic reasons for joining. At the time of 

the initial cali of the Cornintern, a few volunteers were already experienced fighters. 

Accordingly, when asked why he had volunteered, Albert Evano Lloyd fiom Regina 

stated that: "1 was told that men with military experience was neeùed for short time until 

raw recruits were trained to go to the front. So I came with this understanding here."53 

Other Canadian volunteers also had military experiences. However, although there 

exisîs the case of Lloyd, it would be erroneous to assume that past d t a r y  experience 

was a strongjncentive to join the Brigades. It is true that at first the CPC was looking 

for volunteers with miïtary experience.'* However, military experience only favoured 

those who were willing to fight io Spain, It was not a strong cause of motivation. 

Personal relationship with voIunteers was also a factor that motivated a few 

Canadians to join the Brigades. On the Detailed questionnaires of the HCIB, Mike 

Lungul, a Ukrainian fkom Toronto stated that he joined the CPC because he had a fkiend 

in the Party. Having fiends in the Brigades might also have fostered similar behaviour 

" "Detailed questiomaires o f  the Historia1 Commission o f  the international Brigades." Canada, Ottawa, 
National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File Iisting 3, 
File 509 to 512. 
54 Nurnerous RCMP reports confirm this statement. See G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP 
Securitv Bulletins: "The DeDression Years. Part W. I 93T7, meport No. 870, 16 September 19371, p.373; 
G.S. KeaIey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP SecwW Bulfetins: "The De~ression Years. Part V. 1938- 
39" (St. John's 1998),@teport No. 893, 7 June 19383, p.185; Report No. 897, 4 August 1938, in Ibid, - 
p.238. 



by others. Another Canadian volunteer stated that he decided to go to Spah because his 

brother and a fiïend of his had already volunteerd and were fighting in ~ ~ a i n . ~ '  

The volunteers also wrote letters home and to fnends. Sometimes, such letters 

were published in newspapers such as in The Dailv Clarion. Although greatly censored 

by agents of the Soviet secret police (NKVD) working for the Cornintern, letters sent by 

the Canadian Brigadiers were part of the few available sources on the situation in 

~ ~ a i n ?  Like most of the information carried in the press and the radio, these letters 

were not highly objective. Due to the censorship and considering what motivated the 

Canadians to volunteer, it is believed t h t  the news reported in the volunteers' letters 

must have been highly biased and congruent with the CPC propaganda of the tirne. The 

letters of Canadian volunteers may, in turn, have favoured the CPC propaganda 

campaign and incited some to join the Brigades. 

This process of word-of-mouth publicity was also intensified with the nurnerous 

public meetings held in Canada in defence of the Republic. For example, in October 

1936 a small delegation of Spanish Republicans came to Canada to promote the pro- 

~e~ubl ican .~ '  The Norman Bethùne tour of Canada f?om June to Au- 1937 must 

55 "Detailed questionnaires of the Historiai Commission of the International Brigades." Canada, Ottawa, 
National Archives of Canada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2, Fond 545, File listing 3, 
File 509 to 512. 

The NKVD acted as an intelligence section for the Brigades and for the USSR to get detail account of 
. the activities of the Communists in Spain. It is responsible for many crimes and torture. Bob Smilie, pre- 

eminent leader of the independent Labour Party (ILP) of Britain is assumed to have died in a NKVD 
prison. For a critical analysis of the activities of the NKVD see Tom Buchanan, "The Death of Bob 
Smilie, the Spanish Civil War, and the Eclipse of the Independent Labour Party", in Historical Journal, 
Vol. 40, No. 2,1997, pp.435-461,and George Orwell, Homaae to Catalonia, p.206. 
" This delegation which was composed of by IsabeUa Palencia, member of the Cortes, delegate to the 
League of Nations and Ambassacior to Sweden, Marcelo Domingo, former minister of education and 
Reverend Father Luis Sarasola a catholic priest and scholar came to foster support for the Republic. 



also have contributeci to intenswg the recruitment in c & ~ ~  ~cc0rd i .n~  to RCMP 

reports, most of Bethune's addresses and other meetings held by the Friends of the 

Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion and by the Aid to Spain Committee were d very 

successful. An RCMP report also States that: ''Dr. Norman Bethune has concluded his 

tour of Westem Canada. It has k e n  a great success; over 30 000 people heard him 

speak and saw the nIm "The Heart of Spain," [the film] has helped considerably to 

swell the proceeds of numerous meetings which he addressed throughout Westem 

Canada"59 Other meetings were a h  successful. On the 27 February 1938, '2500 

people attended a meeting under the auspices of the Friends of the Mackenzie-Papineau 

Battalion in Massey Hail,  oro ont o.^^^^ On 1 1 April 1937 1600 attended a Canadian 

Cornmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy meeting held in Edmonton. The day after, 800 

persons attended a similar meeting held in Saskatoon, and on 18 April Dr. Anna Strong, 

on behaif of the same Committee, addressed "a capacity audience" in the Walker 

Theatre in ~ l ~ l ~ ~ i ~ e ~ . ~ ~  Bethune's tour and other public meetings must have encouraged 

public awareness towards the events unfolding in Spain. hcreased recruitment rnight 

have followed. 

-- 

58 The exact dates of Bethune's tour are uncertain. However, we knaw that he came back on 17 June 
1937 to Canada G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Secudx Bulletins: "The De~ression 
Years. Part IV. 193T7, meport No. 861,23 June 19373, p.265. The Globe and Mail of 5 June 1937, p.7 
&O confirm this. His departme date is uncertain, It is known that he toured the country h m  East to 
West. He addressed a meeting in Vancouver on Monday 1 August 1937. The Vancouver Sm, Monday, 
5 June 1937, p.3. Martin Lobigs assumes that Bethune toured Western Canada between July and 
Septernber 1937. Martin Lobigs, "Canadian Responses to the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, 1936 to 
1939", p.155. 
59 G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Securitv Bulletins: "The &mession Years. Part IV, 1937" 
p p o r t  No. 869,s September 19371, p.363. 
G.S. Kealey and Reg Whitaker, Eds., RCMP Securitv Bulletins: "The DeDression Years. Part V. 1938- 

39". [peport No. 886,lS March 19381, p.94. 
61 G.S. Keaiey snd Reg Whitaker, m., RCMP Sec* Bulletins: "The Depression Years, Part IV, 
1937", meport No. 853,28 ApriI 19371, p.185. 
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There also exists the argument that racial or religious prejudices infiuenced the 

decision of some Canadians who volunteered. In July 1936, when Franco rose, he 

commanded the troops of Morocco. The allegiance of the Moonsh troops to him was 

achieved fiom the onset of the conflict. The use of Moorish troops was highly 

controversial. The rebels claimed that they had risen for the good of Spain and to 

contain the imminent spread of foreign ideas on Spanish soil. Communism was their 

direct target Accordirqj to Tom Buchanan, the use of Moorish troops in Spain had a 

"profound impact in   ri tain''!^ Canada was similady touched by the use of Muslims 

by Franco to protect Spanish Caîholicism in Spain. The Canadian poet LA. Mackay, 

published a poem which directly attacked the use of Moorkh troops into Franco's army. 

B A ~ E  HYMN OF THE SPANISH REBELLION 

The Church's one foudation 
1s now the Modem sword, 

In meek coiîaboration 
With flame, and axe, and cord; 

Whüe overhead are floating, 
Deepwinged with holy-love, 

The battle planes of Wotan, 
The bombing planes of Jove. 

The poem, which was published in October 1936 in The Canadian Forum, in addition to 

king cntical of German '>lanes of Wotan" and Italian "planes of Jove" intervention, 

" Tom Buchanan, "'A Far Away Country of which W e  Kww Nothuig 7' Perceptions of Spain and its 
Civil War in BriEain, 193 1-1939 "'A Far Away Country of which W e  Know Nothing'? Perceptions of 
Spain and its Civil War in Britain, 193 1-1939"' in Twentieth Century British History, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1993, 
p. 14. 
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was also, in the first verse, critical of the use of Moslems by the r e b e ~ s . ~ ~  The Dailv 

Clarion also often commenteci on the presence of Moors in Franco's army. Although it 

would be hard to pichire someone volunteering for the Republic solely to go fight 

Moors, it stiii did not favour Franco. 

The use of foreign, Italian, German and Portuguese aida was another factor 

which influenced Republican support? Since Italians, Gennans and Portuguese were 

used in the war, it was perceived as more acceptable for the volunteers to join the 

International Brigades. Throughout the war, The Daih Clarion reported on the 

increased presence of foreign troops in spain? Faced with a high concentration of 

foreign soldiers in Spain, Canadians might have accepted the idea that their presence 

was ody counterbalancing that of the Gerrnans and Italians. The extent of this rationale 

c m  be found in September 1938, when President N6gri.n removed the International 

Brigade to prompt similar behaviour by the Germans and Italians. 

63 L.A. Mackay, "BattIe Hymn of the Spanish Rebeiiion", The Canadian Forum, October 1936, Vol XVI, 
No.189, p.25 - 
64 According to Garbriel Jackson, "i3om the first &y of the Civil War, Portugal was a thinly disguised 
base of supply for the hurgents. The S~anish Re~ublic and the civil War. 193 1-1939, p257. 

The importance of the use of Moorish îroops by the Rebels during the civil war is niIl today 
understuclied. It as been estimated that 62 271 Moors served in Spain during the war. See Colonel Jose 
Maria G h t e  Cdrdoba, La guerra de las dos Es~af'ias (BarceIona 1976)' p.2î 1. Cited in Marfa Rosa de 
Madariaga, "The Intervention of Moroccan Troops in the Spanish Civil War: A Reconstruction7', in 
E u r o m  Historv Ouarterlv, Vol. 22, 1992, p.80. C6rdoba's estimate seems to be much lower than the 
estimate of Garbiel Jackson. InitialIy, in 1965, he had estimated that their was IO0 000 Moorish soldiers 
in Franco's army. Gabriel Jackson, The Spanish Re~ublic and the Civil War. 193 1-1939, p.334. Later, 
after referring to the study of Charles R Halstead, he estimated laîer that in fàct their had been more than 
100 000 Mmrs in the rebel army. Gabriel Jackson, 'Tnterpreting the Spanish Civil War, in Annales de 
Historia Contempornea (Spain), Vol. 7, 1988- 1989, p. 16. Some historians also assume that if Moors had 
not been used in Franco's forces, the Republic might have survived, The later case could have appended 
ifthe Republican govemment had granted some W o m  by answering the cal1 of Nationalist Moroccans. 
66 On 8 August 1936 a Clarion headline rrads: "Germany and Italy threaten intemention in Spain" On 2 
December 1936, one can read in the Clarion that: uConfîrm reports: Germans, Italians landed in Spain." 
For that date one, reports of Germans and I&lians fighting in Spain were made on an alrnost daily basis. 
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The inaction of unemployed Canadians might have encouraged some to search 

for adventures. Fighting in Spain, although a dangerous venture, was an available 

option offered to them. The need for adventure had a small role in motivating some 

Canadians to fight in Spain. ccFed-upness. Change of scenery" was used as a 

justification for volunteering by M e w  William ~hough fiom  anc couver? M e r s  

may also have been similarly incited to go to Spain. However, when asked on their 

volunteering, they rnay have answered with the more convenient motive to go fight 

Fascism in Spain. It was surely not desirable to confess their urge for adventure to the 

recniiting agents. 

There existed therefore numerous factors that contributed to motivate the 

Canadians who volunteered for the International Brigades. With these factors exposed, 

there is a need to better categorise the types of motives. Such classification is insightful 

for it summarises well the main factors that have contributed to persuade the Canadians 

to voiunteer. Historians in the past bave classif5ed the volunteers into distinct categones 

to r e k t  what motivated them to. join the International Brigades. However, 

shortcomings exist in their categorisation. It summarises only more general findings 

that do not reflect the true nature of these motivations. 

Howard and Reynolds have grouped the Canadian volunteers into three distinct 

groups. The £kt group was composed of adventurers, the second of c'holiday-boozers", 

" "Detailed questionnaires o f  the Historiai Commission of the ïn&rnaüonal Brigades." Canada, Ottawa, 
National Archives of lanada, Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion Fonds, MG 10 K2; Fond 545, File listing 3, 
FiIe 509 to 5 12. 



and the last of idea~ists?~ This type of classification represents a superficial analysis of 

the reasons why the Canadians volunteered. 

Randy Ervin's M.A. thesis also lacks the deep anaiysis needed to clearly explain 

why many Canadians decided to join the International Brigades. ENin stated that the 

volunteers could be gathered into three groups. The fïrst group was the anti-Fascists, 

the second group was wmposed of Canadians who were priucipally motivated by the 

Depression, and adventurers occupied the last g r o ~ ~ . ~ ~  Ervin likewise fded to put into 

context the volunteers' experience and the fact that they became politicised in the 

1930s. For example, the nrst anti-Fascist group is not directly comected with the CPC 

propaganda of the tirne. 

As demonstrated, the urge to defeat Fascism and defend Democracy were the 

major reasons used by the volunteers to just* their action in Spain. The hk between 

the poor Canadian conditions and the need to fight Fascism in thename of Democracy 

is not clearly demonstrateci in the works discussed. The Depression climate and active 

CPC campaigns explain the missing Iink between pragrnatic concems of the volunteers 

and the i d d s m  of the 1930s. 

The Canadian volunteers can best be grouped into three- categories that reflect 

what motivated them to go fight for the Spanish Republic. The fkst group is composed 

of volunteers who were first mobilised aga& Fascism by the propaganda campaign of 

the CPC. The Depression was instrumental in exposing them to radical ideas. They 

would never have joined the Brigades if the Canadian economy were prosperous. If 

68 Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pmineau Baîîalion, pp.20-2 1 .  
Randy Gibbs EsWi, -The Men of the ~ackenzie-~a~&eau Battalion", p.42. 
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they joined the CPC, they became members only afier late 1929 when mainStream 

politics failed to respond to the calls of the unemployed. According to Ervin, a few of 

the volunteers confessed that they wanted to escape the harsh economic realities of 

  ana da.^' This group was not composed exclusively of Cornmunists. There were 

. . 
mauistream liberais, social democrats and socialists. The anti-Fascism stand adopted 

and used by the CPC to justi@ the recruitment of volunteers was enough to accept any 

pofitidy m a t e d  recruit as long as he was a deterxnined anti-Fascist The CPC 

consbructed anti-Fascism and Democratic ideals, not CommUIUlsm, as determining 

façtors in motivating these Canadians to volmteer. 

The second group was composed of Canadians whose idealism was not 

associated with the Depression. The propaganda carnpaign organised by the CPC to 

recruit sympathisers did not &ect them. Communists, intellectuals and strongly 

politicised people were among the ranks of this group. If Anti-Fascism was the major 

reason why they went to Spain, it was not CPC constructed. Their knowledge of the 

events happening in Spain and in Europe in the inter-war period was also not CPC 

constructed. Humanitarian sentiments might also have iduenced the decision of this 

group to volunteer. 

Finally the last group was composed of volunteers whose motivation in joiaing 

the International Brigades was not rooted in the politics of the time but was the product 

of factors of a personal nature. The high level of pragmatism in their reasoning was 

beyond that of the two former groups. Financial incentives for joining the International 
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Brigade might have ken a reason for them to join? Those who joined the Brigades as 

a result of a personal relationship to someone who was fighting in Spain were also part 

of this third group. This last group was, however, insignificant. The burden of having 

to go through the screening mechanism of the CPC during-the recruitment process and 

the role played by the political cornmissan during the war would have made the life of 

tàis type of vo1unteer difficult. Furthemore, the radicalisation process that occurred 

during the inter-war period could have hardly le& in-different bese  men who were, 

- throughout thek stay in Spain, bombarded by propaganda fiom both sides. 

The cali of the CPC would never have been answered in the way it was had it 

not been for the Depression of the 1930s. The social, political and economic crisis 

resulting fiom the crash of 1929 produced circumstances needed to foster both the rise 

of Ddicalism and the recruitmeat of many volunteers for the International Brigades. 

Both the research of Howard and Reynolds and that of Ervin failed to recognise 

contextually 

Howard and 

the anti-Fascist willingness of the Canadian volunteers. Ceously, 

Reynolds in their work stated that the Depression favoured the nse of 

Fascism. Because Fascism was growing, Canadians were more and more willing to 

utilise violence to confkont ~ascism? However, they failed to recognise the root of the 

anti-Fascist sentiment of the Canadian volunteers. 

71 International Brigadiers were given the fùll Spanish regular soldiers' pay. However, due to the 
economic backwardness of Spain at the tune, it is doubtful that any volunteered exclusively for the pay. 

Victor Howard and Mac Reynolds, The Mackenzie-Pa~ïneau Battalion, p27. 



Conclusion 

With the coming of the Spanish Civil War, the taking of a radical stand by 

Canadiam was highly infiuenced by the information circulated by the media If one 

was not a fervent Catholic or rnember of the CPC prior to the war, one's views of the 

rising in Spain were iduenced by the press, which in tum was influenced by the 

proponents of the two opposing camps in Spain during the war. The Republicans 

tended to denigrate the supporters of the rising as Fascists. The Rebels, for their part, 

tended to picture the Republicans as Communists. 

Without the Depression of the 1930s the cal1 of the CPC would not have been 

answered the way it was. The social, political and economic crisis resulting fiom the 

crash of 1929 produced the arable ground needed to foster both the nse of radicalism 

and the recruïtment of many volunteers for the International Brigades. Volunteering for 

Spain was highly affected by the cornmon generational experience of the Great 

Depression. 

The 1930s were a prime era for the promotion of radical ideas. The high level of 

organisational skills of the left imd its intemationalist vision helped better root the CPC 

in the political lSe of Canadians in the 1930s. In spite of severe policy changes in 1935, 

the CPC was increasingly flourishing. From the year 1934 to 1936, the CPC doubled 

the size of its ranks. Additional groups, like the CCF, dso gained wide support because 

of the Depression. However, a number of factors limited the gains they made and 

helped CPC campaigns, especially during the Spanish Civil Was. The isolationkt 

platfonn of the CCF limited its support to the Loyalist cause. The lack of strong public 

support by the Canadian inteîlectuais also favowd this trend. An analysis of the 
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content of the Canadian Forum, an intellectual journal of the moderate le& 

demonsîrated that a neutral tone was employed in describing the war in Spain. For these 

reasons and because of its dynamic role, the CPC succeeded in monopalising the 

Canadian help to Spain. Therefore, many, in their support for the Republic, were drawn 

closer to the CPC. The large contingent of Canadian volunteers that was sent to Spain 

mirrored this success. 

The strong anti-Fascist and democratic message of the CPC were also vital in its 

success. Correspondingly, the driving forces of the Canadian volunteers were a desire 

to confiont Fascism and to defend Democracy. Cornmunism, in the r e v o l u t i o ~  sense, 

was not a strong incentive to volunteer. The object of the Comintern in organising the 

International Brigades was not the promotion of revolutionary comrnunism, but the 

defeat of the Rebel, perceived Fascist, forces. The 1930 European diplornatic scene had 

incîted Moscow to take a stronger stand against Fascism. This position, justined by the 

gains made in January 1933 by the Nazis in Germany, altered the goal of the 

Comintern. It became clearly a tool of USSR'S foreign policy. It was used to  promote 

the policy of collective security in Europe and the idea that Moscow had replaced its 

revolutionary ideals for anti-Fascism and the promotion of Democratic ideas. With the 

coming of the Spanish Civil War, and within an agile propaganda campaign, the idea 

that defeating Fascism in the name of Democracy could be achieved by joining the 

International Brigades was circulated, 

As a consequence, more than 1400 Canadians joined the Brigades. Many 

Ukrainian, Finnish and Polish Canadians volunteered. Their leftist predisposition 

during the 1930s facilitated their acceptance of CPC's campaigns. Theh Eastern- 
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European homeland experience as well as thek leftist predisposition shaped their 

perceptions of the Spanish war and motivated them to join the Brigades. 

Other factors favoured the recruitment of volunteers. The presence of known 

persons already fighting in Spain moved others to join the Brigades. Fascist racial 

policies, especially the anti-Semitic ones, were also motivating factors for some 

Canadians to volunteer. Some Jews of Canadian origin used this justification to 

volunteer for the Brigades. Others went to Spain in seagh of adventure. 

Another portion of the Canadian contingent was composed of Comunists of 

the pre-1935 period. By becoming Communists and joining the Brigades, they had 

made a strong ideological commitment. Finaily, the largest group of volunteers was 

composed of Canadians whose wiil to join the Brigades was inscribed in the Depression 

climate. This group of volunteers, because of the Depression, more readily accepted 

radical ideas. Considering that the CPC were successful in mobilising the workers 

during the Depression, they accepted its ideals. Ultimately, they responded to the 

implicït CPC cal1 for volunteers and joined the Brigades. 

This present thesis aimed at contributing to the advancement of the 

historiography of the International Brigades by uncovering what motivated many of its 

members to join the fight in Spain. This research has sought to recti& the deficiencies 

of earlier work, and to shed some light on the 

Fascist sentiment among the Canadian volunteers 
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"Another Month" 
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"Another Monîh" 

M a t  Will Canada do? 

"Another MonîhN 
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Letters fiom Spain 

Murder Most Fou1 
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Critic of the Canadian government commitment to the 
non-intervention policy in Spain 
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Source: A.E. Smith, Canada's Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, n.p., 1937, p.25. 



APPENDIX C - "GERMANY AND ITALY CLOSELY MONITOR SPANISH EVENTS" 

Source: Neslo, Canadian Forum, January 1937, Vol. XVI, No. 192, p.19. 



APPENDIX D - CPC MEMBERSHIPS FROM YEARS 192 1 TO 1960' 

YEAR STRENGTH 
1921 650 
1925 4500 
1927 3000 
1929~ 2876 
1931 1385 
1934 5500 
1935 9000 
1936 10000 
1937 25000 
1939 16000 

March 193g3 18000 

' Robert Comeau and Bernard Dionne, Le droit de se taire: Histoire des communistes au Out5bec. de la 
Prernitre Guerre mondiale à la Révolution tranauille (Outremont 1989), p.496. 
2 The CPC was declaring at the tirne to the Corninteni that it had a strength of 4000 members. Ivan 
Avakumovic, The Communist Party in Canada: A Historv (Toronto 1975), p.66. 

1- Avakumovic, The Comrnunist Partv in Canada, p.115. 



Ode To Spring, 1937 

Jackal, cornorant and kite, 
You ranging in embraced division 

Prevent effectively my flight. 
No Peace just now - bombs min h m  heaven. 

O Thou with dewy loch, 
Your tiger b d g  bnght, 

Seeing desolation fiom the sky 
You'd cry no word tonight. 

You, who - admit! Fled h m  in vain 
God's forehead on the windowpane, 

The KiUs stdl tell each other 
But the listening valleys fear. 

They crouch by shivering mountain side 
And tremble as they hem 

While horror whistles down in Spain 
Who can announce Canadian Spring? 

Source: Nicola Vulpe, ed., Sealed in Srumle: Canadian ~ o e m  & the Spanish Civil 
War: An Antholog)i (Tenerife 1993, p. 104. 




