MARC attribute set

This set is designed to enable the construction of queries that reflect the syntax of MARC encoded records.

This attribute set adheres to the attribute set architecture and is a class 1 attribute set.  It defines a number of new attribute set types and specifies how attributes in the set may be combined with attributes from other class 1 sets.

This attribute set does not enumerate attribute values other than for type 13.  Attribute values other than type 13 are strings, whose semantics are taken from the tagging schema identified by the attribute with type 13.  All attribute lists using this attribute set must contain a single value of type 13.  Otherwise no attribute type is required, although attributes sufficient to identify the nature of the search must be supplied.  No attribute type may be repeated.

Attribute types:

	13   
	tagging schema

	14
	subschema – some schemas contain subschemas in which the semantics of tags and indicators are determined by a data element in the record (often by the value of character offset 6 in the leader). For example,  MARC 21 has subschemas for bibliographic data, authority data, holdings data, classification data and community information data. To avoid having to do a Boolean search for this data element, an attribute of type subschema may be used to restrict the search to records using the specified subschema.  Note that in MARC 21, several subschema values will identify the same subschema:  values of leader offset 6 “a”, “b”, “c”, etc. all identify the bibliographic subschema, while only value “z” identifies the authority subschema.

	15
	subrecord no – some MARC schemas (e.g. UK MARC) permit explicit identification of subrecords.  This attribute should be used to restrict the search to tags in a specific subrecord.  If absent, the search applies to tags in any subrecord

	16
	tag – note that the tag is a string attribute, even though values are most often numeric.  Use the value “LDR” as a pseudotag to specify a search directed at the record leader.  Use the value “DIR” as a pseudotag to specify a search directed at the record directory (note however, that it is not required to support searches of the record directory).

	17
	indicator 1 – note that the indicator is a string, even though values are most often numeric

	18
	indicator 2 – note that the indicator is a string, even though values are most often numeric

	19
	indicator 3 – note that the indicator is a string, even though values are most often numeric.  Many schemas do not define a third indicator.

	20
	subfield identifier – the length of the subfield identifier is determined by the schema in use

	21
	offset – an offset into the data element identified by other attributes in the list. The term is to be matched against data in the element starting at this offset.  The length of the data to match in the element is equal to the length of the term


Attribute values for type 13

	1
	Unimarc

	2
	Intermarc

	3
	CCF

	10
	Marc21

	11
	UK MARC

	12
	NorMARC

	13
	LibrisMARC 

	14
	Dan MARC

	15
	Fin MARC

	16
	MAB

	17
	CanMARC

	18
	SBN

	19
	PICA MARC

	20
	Aus MARC

	21
	Iber MARC

	22
	Cat MARC

	23
	Mal MARC

	24
	JP MARC

	25
	SweMARC

	26 
	SIGLE MARC

	27
	ISDS/ISSN MARC

	28 
	RusMARC

	29
	HunMARC


Attributes from this set may be combined in a single attribute list with attributes of type 5 (“Expansion and Interpretation”), type 7 (“Comparison”) and type 10 (“Occurrence”) from the Utility attribute.  Combination in a single attribute list with any other attributes from other sets is not defined by this set and the effects of any such combination will be unpredictable.

Examples

Search for MARC 21 bibliographic records containing an 008 date-1 value of 1980:
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